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In 1947 there were
23 operating Collieries
Cannock Chase Area







Brereton – Headgear, Weighbridge & Lamp-house



Brereton Colliery Rescue Team c1955



Brereton Colliery c1950s













One of the 22 test
boreholes sunk
to prove the coal
seams in the 
Trent Valley.





Lea Hall coal seams
shown in relationship
with the main shafts.



Marker for one of Lea Hall Shafts.



Showing how Brereton Colliery accessed the top coal seam
in the Trent Valley area which extended the colliery’s life 
by some 6 years.



COLLIERY PLAN

6,500 tons per day
Rising to

8,000 tons per day
Employing 3,000 miners

Life expectancy 100 years

Construction cost £14 million



Lea Hall sinking site c1953 before the start of shaft sinking.



Constructing shaft collar.



Freezing equipment at shaft top



Sinking bowk.



Shaft sinking in operation.



Constructing the concrete shaft wall.



Showing the pockets 
left in the shaft wall to 
later accommodate  
shaft furnishings.





Shaft sinkers



Combined Colliery and Power Station sidings.





Constructing the new headframes around the sinking equipment.



New entrance bridge to the colliery.



Twin winding engine house, 



No 1. Ventilation Fan driving motor



Compressor House.



Colliery site nearing completion.



No 1 Horizon (Inset) adjacent to the shaft.



Underground battery locomotive garage.



Downcast Pit Bottom, c 1960 only one side in operation.







B39s Junction with the pit bottom horizon.





Demolition of Brereton chimney 1961.





Mrs Brown performing the opening ceremony.









LEA HALL COLLIERY

Year
1960
1964
1970
1975
1980

Average Manpower
675

1,700
2,000
2,158
2,300



NEW HOMES 

Estates
Pear Tree 650
Ravenhill 100
Handsacre 300
Springfields 500

Total 1550

Built
1950s
1950s
1960s
1960s



Showing the temporary hoist 
used in constructing  a staple
shaft 



Starting to sink
a staple shaft.







First Million Ton raised in 1964





















Underground 3,300 volt distribution sub-station c1965



First manless conveyor control desk installed 1964.



Undated conveyor control (computerised) c1980.









1014s face celebrating the European record in 1970
Million ton face; Production at a level of 1 million tons per year 



Winders & Sinkers reunion. 






















