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PHILIP SANDERSI DIARY I qt+T+

WEDNESDAY:I4 JUNE:
Affived in area at 't 1 pm.

THURSDAY 15 JUNE:
home. Weather good.

SUNDAY .I8 JUNE:
night.

Remained in area.
No mail.

FRIDAY 16 JUNE: gtill waiting for boat. . Concert tonighq Nomail.

SATURDAY 17 JUNE: Stiil waiting. No mail. Mbre browned off.

.Left for Gosport at spm. Embarked on yankee LST. fay.off in river all

MONDAy 19JUNE:. Waiting tojoin convoy.,Food good. Weather good. No mail, ...:.

TUESDAY 20 JUNE: Joined convoy off portsmouth. Hundreds ofships. Good weather. No
mail. Browned off.

WEDNESDAY 21 JUNE: Embarked for France during night. 10.30am can see coast.
4.45pm disembarking, no Jerry planes. plenty of sig_ni oJ-heavy fighting. Disembarkecl. sab.

IllfP;o4" 
,, ,uNE; ln tooation, Caen,a{ea. W€ather ggod. No Jerrys except prissners.

Tanks moving up.

regrouping for new breaKhrough.

agarn.Noisy night Attack forCaen

Very active in
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Refugees in pitiful state. Death means no more than taking identityrdisc and d'lgging a hole
wilh a bulldozer. LFA had 250 cases today. Saw 40 bumt out tanks and in some the crews
had bunf too.

They gave me tinned steak & kidney pie fdr tea. I was sick. I have to go again tomonow.
nope tnats ne nst fime. lts definitely unhealthy).

SUNDAY 2 JULY: Buay day. Oiit to fietcfi replacement fucks. She-iling. Rain. 
-Banage.

Nearly caught a nasty piece of shrapnel.

MoNDAY 3 JULY: Mdre brrys knocked out. HeaW fighting. GrAt rbliei. 
'LFA 

and ourAP
have been moved back a little. Jetry can not see them nor/.. Wileless says lull. They ought
to be here.

TUESDAY 4 JULY: lll all day with my side again. Fed up. Mo Wants to send me to a ccs but
I've seen some, l'll stay here.

I,VEDNESDAY5 JULY: lll all day. Very hciisy dey.
a letter.

Feeling befter- Eat all my fiood and wiote

THURSDAY 6 JULY: Better. Much shelling. Bad night again. Bombing and machine
gunning. Shelling.

FRIDAY ? JULY: Special. Worst nilht yet Noise from our guns.

(The inost amazing sight of my life tonighl At dusk thousands of our planes bombed a small
target only 4 miles away. Planes queuing up to get over the target. Noise near deafened us.
Jerry fighters shot out of the shy. Target obliterated. Just the job.)

SATURDAY I JULY: Very busy day fixing up LFA They may be in the line Sun-Mon. lfjobs
not finished lshall have to go. l'lltrkea big shgvel and a roll of paper. Banage kepl upall
day. My ears sing. We aie piaying with Jerry Whyl

SATURDAY 15 JULY: Things seem rather guiet today. Just had a raid on the drome about
500 yds away. Two of our planes set on fire. Sonie Jerrys shot down. So things are not so
quiet. Odd shells. Jerry playing about in the night.

SUNDAY 16 JULY: Residue anived, George ok. The whoie w/shops now here with rio
casualties. Things seem to be getting hot agbin. Talk of ammo point opehing again. LFA
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moving to ftonfline again. Means more trouble,

MONDAY 17 JULY: Things are still quiet but the battle is going well- The RA has moved up-
Banage sound heavy. Lots of our planes about. Rumours say we shall soon be off again.
Mail good. Weather good.

TUESDAY 18 JULY: Busy. Lob of work, things going iaell. Hope-it keeps up.rcdd shells.
Mail fine. Fit as a fiddle.

WEDNESDAY 19 JULY: Trouble starts today. LFA have 3 casualties. 2 M.C. 1 amb. Fred
has to fetch them. Things are red hot up their. Won't allow me to 90 with hiD. Say 1 NCO is
enough to loose at once. Not sorry. t 1pm Fred not .eturned. 

-

THURSDAY 20 JULY: Fred got back at 9.00 today. Hadahell ofado. lfs pretty siicky up
their. Weather hopeless. Pouring with rain. Move off. Roads sheets of mud. Mail fine. Two
parcels.

FRIDAY 21 JULY: Have to go to the other side of Caen fetch 15cwt lts going to be sticky.
Back ok but its very bad up thein Had a look in a bumt out tank. They had not removed ,
bodies - never again. Found some oddments for Dennis.

SATURDAY 22 JULY: Moving tomonow. Hope we find a quiet spot Another single plane .
raid. Shelling light. Our banage heavy.

SUNDAY 23 JULY: Moved. Seems a quiet enough place. But near our RA again so noisy
(safe). Very busy diggin in. No mail. Wireless news. Cheerfull.

MONDAY 24.JULY: Received 5lefterstoday. Feel fine. Had tjos's.addresg so will tryand
find his unit. Special. Hell of a nighl Bombed and M/Gunned.

(Left focation to find Jos's unil M/Cycle. Found the202c[!y. First saw offcer. Paid visit to
cemebry. Decided to find his mates. Found them near ftont Jos was killed along with 6
others at Colleville after tyvo days in FEnce by a mortar shell- 22 casualties altogelher. He
died in ambulance on way to CCS unconscious, His grave nras not at Collelrilb. Found grave
but while lctcating ib position riras blcn|n off bike by blast so I hopped it quick. Saw Sgt Stanier
and s'/S Riddle who said they would wlite to B and tell her where grave was. I think its near
Cheau (Ghouain???) He will probably be moved to Bmuay though, to the 53 Div g|ound,

Still feel shakyfrom blast. Never again. Jos was very well liked. His Major is writing to B).

TUESDAY 25 JULY: New aftack started. Barage very heavy. One of our lonies hit and
bumt out. Driver ok- More LFA casualties. Feel better after shake up last night. Wrote five
letters.

WEDNESDAY 26 JULY: Quiet so far todav. Wrote to N.L. Lots of air activitv now The .
nights are noisy,here. Bombs and odd trit/dunning. Have dug well in. Befter'be safe than
sorry. Feel quite fit again.

THURSDAY 27 JULY: Lots of air activig by ours. No shelling but our guns have been
pounding awayall day. ltmustbehell up front again. Otherwise quiel Fresh food forthe fiISt
time today, Air raid during night.

FRIDAY 28 JULY: Quiet so far. Air fights. Lots of movement on ground. Warned to move
again tonight. May be forward. May be hot. Received parcel. Very good. But no chance to
write yet. Busy packing.

SATURDAY 29 JULY: Moved to yankee sector. Seerns,quiet enough. Air raid. No mait.
Rotten ride - dust. Moving again.

SUNDAY 30 JULY: Move nearer front. Out all day fetching new lorrys. 4.45 have to fetch
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breakdown. HeaW air raid. Two lonies out. No one hurt.

MONDAY 31 JULY: Eusy but quiet. Received parcel. Very nice. Fetched two new lorries.
Moving again. Near ftont Arived 2.00. Shells and noisy.

TUESDAY l AUGUST: Sp€cial today. (Move Aug.ll to new location. Dead all over the
place. We have 5 bodies, 1 tank, 2 canie|s here. godies burieil.- One still intanK cannot get
him out. Shells. Shelling duting nbht Snipers still about Jerry lefi here 24 hrs ago' 14
mines found in our fieH, 15 cwt knocked out by another- Hope they have moved all the
mines- Piles of work. Must write somehon ).

WEDNESDAY 2 AUGUST: Shelling. This is a vely sticlry place. Lots of booby traps about.
2 men killed in the next field yesterday. Lecture by the OC.

THURSDAY 3 AUGUSTT More,shelling. Our barrage very heavy. This area is heavily
damaged. The tank and body still their and shells. Wrote decent letter.

FRIDAY 4 AUGUST: Night nottoo bad. Light shelling. Tank moved thank goodness. The
smell and morbid sightseer were gMng me the jip. You can see dead bodies of all sorts
anytime here. Why is it that one trapped in a tank makes people so curious. lt has a peculiar
fastination for some people. They must look and yet it makes them sick. Why is human
nature like that.

SATURDAY 5 AUGUST: Tiger tank broke through today. Killed one RASC man. 2 more
LFA drivers killed by shelling. Our first deaths. Why have we been so lucky:

SUNDAY 6 AUGUST: Things rather quiet today for a change. Very busy. Had toworktill ten
again. No mail but had a pile yesterday including grand photo.

MONDAY 7 AUGUST: My birthday. Started well with a nice parcel. Things are nice and
quiet so far. The rest on special page.

(Whal a birthday. At tea time today one of our lads found another body. lt was one of our Div
tank chaps and he must have been their a week. Indescribable. We buried him with gas
masks on. Name Lavender. Married with two children. Had most of his kit with him. lthink
he had jumped off his tank wounded and crawled into this field of hay and died. I don't feel at
all sick. I'm getting used to it now. Glad his wife will know now that he's dead and not just
missing).

TUESDAY I AUGUST: Things are getting noisy again. Strong counter-attacks coming in.
Shelling again. Someone will get hurt if this keeps up. Light raid during the night. Feel quite
fiL

WEDNESDAY 9 AUGUST: Thought trouble would come:,.A hell of, a day. 12 TCV'S knocked
out. Some drivers killed. Believe there is to be enquiry as to why RAsc.vehicles are'parked
within sight of the enemy in many *lses. Our HQ is within 2 miles of Jerry. To hot.

THURSDAY 10 AUGUST: More trouble. Two LFA drivers killed. Amb wrecked. But attack
is failing. We.have gone in this momr Advancing. Shelling now weak. Shelling almost
stopped.

FRIDAY 11 AUGUST: Much quieter except shelling in the night. Two CAS in A wing both
wounded. One seriously., But things are much quieter indeed and its a good job. Mail ok.
Health good but weather too hot.

$AIVRDAY 12 AUQU9J: Things rather quiet again. But expect to move agairi. Something
in the aii.' Mail Ok. Qriite fit.

SUNDAY 13 AUGUST: Moved. New location looks ouite oood. Milk. ADDles. Rathel nearef
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the ftont. One or two odd Jerry.s about .Had a scare in the night:but did not catch them.

IIONDAY ltl AUGUST: Things still quiel there is something in the air. Jerry seems to be
beaten. Plenty dead. Plenty prisoners. 'Mail and health ok.

TUESDAY 15 AUGUST: lt has now come oul 6 of us.are going with a flying column. lt
seems Jerry is crackin here, The Falaisb gap is closed. We'have to pass alonffie edge of
iL We are taking one carand the breakdown. Starb in the moming. Mailok. Health ok

WEDNESDAY 16 AUGUST: Here we have started on rather a stickv venture. We have
advanced about 20 miles. Dead in many places. Cattle everywhere. Stench is awful. Jerry
guns, tanks, lorries, cars etc lifter the place. Prisongrs coming in. Snipers.still about. The ''
rest of the day on special.

(We have started on what may tum out io be a sticky do. A flying armoured column with the
yanks. Passed through part of the Falaise gap. Horrible mess. Up half the night working.
The other half looking for snipers.

We are now well into France- The chase is slowing down. Jerry is running to fast for us).

THURSDAY {7 AUGUST: Moving again. lnto area still half full of Jerrys. Foundoneinaslit
trench alive. Plenty of dead about. Lots ofwork. Mail ok. Health ok. Had trip on a bike 40
miles. And had to work neat all nighl

FRIDAY 18 AUGUST: Breakdown to be fetched from the front. All the usual and hundreds of
prisoner about. Jerry is on the run. The rest on special page. Health ok. Mail ok.

(Nearing Paris. Shall wait for the others to catch up. Covered almost 300 miles in 2% days.

SATURDAY 19 AUGUST: Fredjoined us. Busy all day and hatf the night. Movingat6inthe
morn. Mail ok.

SUNDAY 20 AUGUST: Moved again to near Argentena. Jerrys finished. They seem to be
giving up wholesale. Rained all day. Got drowned.

MONDAY 21 AUGUST: Quiet day for a change. But we are off again atgpm ionight. Move
cancelled till 3pm tomonow. Then we have 72 hrs to reach seine and cross it. lt will be hot.

TUESDAY 22 AUGUST: Quiet morning. One letter. Moving at 3pm I think. Moved at 7.
Drove all night. Stopped and French gave us wine. Roiten trip. daw a Jerry. ShoL May
have hit him.

WEDNESDAY 23 AUGUST: ln location. euiet enough. plenty of work. place not damaged
much. No mail. Health good. plenty work

THURSDAY 24 AUGUST: From here on things have turned to one mad chase.

FRIDAY 25 AUGUST: Still on.

SATURDAY 26 AUGUST: Chasing.

SUNDAY 27 AUGUST: Things still one mad rush.

SUNDAY 3 SEPTEMBER: Enter Belgium. Returned to France to fetch lorry. stuck in Jerry
pocket. shot al but ok. 7 of our hucks burnt out. Took a prisoner. Felt like shooting him.

TUESDAY 5 SEPTEMBER: One mad not everywhere. We had 3O0O prisoners today.

MoNDAY 11 SEPTEMBER: Had an extra do today. wrote fufl account for RASC records.
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WEDNESDAY 13 SEPTETBER:.. Ha\re se€n all the big Betgian bvns.. Brussels, Antrrerp
eb.

SUNDAY {7 SEPTEIBER Paid another visit to the hont, Ive been sd many tirnes of laE its .
nothing unusual.

TUESDAY 3 OCTOBER: From here on I shall try to keep a daily record again.
so slow how. We are tenibly busy now. '
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