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Bill Brown and Gill Sykes launch Col

Life in a village in Staffordshire has been -

chronicled in a new book produced by a
history group in the area.

Colton History Society will launch its
book, called Colton — History of a Stafford-
shire Village, on May 18 to coincide with an
exhibition of old photographs and other
memorabilia at Colton Village Hall.

A total of 750 copies have been produced
and people in the village are expected to
snap them up.

Deputy chairman Bill Brown said: “We www.coltonhistorysociety.org.uk

By

o e S L7

n — History of a Staffordshire Village

Report by Michelle Pearson

hope to sell a good number of them and
expect they will be popular. We have done
three books now and have produced both
photo books and a book of postcards.” -

The new history is an updated version of
one written by the Reverend Parker, who
was rector in Colton in the late 19th
Century.

More information is

available at
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Staffordshire Village

Book chronicles
history of village

LIFE in avillagein a village near Rugeley has been (
chronicled in a new hook produced by a history group | €0!

in the area. tes
Colton History Society will launch its book, called | dig

Colton - History of a Staffordshire Village to coincide be:
with an exhibition of old photographs and other

memorabilia at Colton Village Hall. caf
A total of 750 copies have been produced and people| M
in the village are expected to snap them up. Cou

Deputy chairman Bill Brown said: “We hope to sell | gave
a good number of them and expect they will be | afte
popular. We have done three books now and have pro-| N
duced both photo hooks and a book of postcards.”  |lead

The launch of the hook will take place between | traf]

area
History Corner - see page 19 Tl
2.30pm and 4.30pm on Sunday (May 18). The :arag
village’s history dates back to the Norman conquest tilc)ml
of 1066. Throughout its history, Colton has heen the meny
home of a distinguished 17th Century courtier, wit-
nessed a number of murders and been the scene of an
alleged plot to overthrow the king,

Colton - History of a Staffordshire Village is the
result of many hours of painstaking work by the
society’s members,

It is an updated version of one written by the Rev-
erend Parker, who was rector in Colton in the late meeti
19th Century. More information is available at | by res
Www.coltonhistorysociet_v.org.uk them

wouli
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lagez’ve even
during Black Death

WHEN the Rugeley village of away nearly half of the country's population
Colton first camg intsc; beingg is by LESLEY GOODERIDGE  5i.scoias have been fourid that it
shrouded in mystery but pro bably system of organisation known as the parish ta;f?)gtiar?ﬂei?]gonl in fact the \ﬂllage appeared

with Colton's church erected by the lord of ; 2 : :
gates from admuhnd the Anglo the Church Manor. Everyone was obliged to mgr';'lnnl?n?:rIﬁg%;ﬁ?g?g&?:gg;ﬂ?;ﬂﬂgd
: gxon pg:’éo ; tdefg?wﬁ dse'rl::lnnrtg' ,_ contribute one tenth of their produce to pay Greslgys Who became oiiers ibailate
rom an wor litas Martin's the lord for his church and to maintain the

s : e e Church Manor and Colton Hall Manor and
Hill is a dominant feature. priest in his office. made major improvements to Colton Hall.

It appeared in the Domesday book and Although largely restored in the Victorian In the early 1600s the Gresleys ceased
was probably the biggest settlement era, parts of the church of St Mary that their involvement with Colton after 250 years
between Stafford and Lichfield at thattime.  stands today date from the late Norman and by then Colton Hall was a substantial

Under Norman rule Colton settled intoa  period. In 1348 the Black Death carried house with relative Walter Aston paying

£16,000 for it and the estate.

Other large homes were built in the
village including Bellamore Hall (the
spelling later changed) and Colton

ouse which still stands prominently in
4 Bellamour Way.

As the industrial revolution swept the
country Colton was well positioned on
one of the national networks of commu-
nication with narrowboats hauled b
horses making their way along the Trent
and Mersey canal.

By 1901 the population was recorded
at 760 with the largest amount of those
§ in employment either working on the

land or associated trades such as black-
smith or wheelwright. The railway
1 brought new jobs.

October 12, 2007 goes down in
history as the Queen touched down in
Colton when she disembarked from the
royal train at Trent Valley station possi-
bly the only reigning monarch ever to

t £ visit the parish.

R e i e . From Colton - History of a Stafford-
shire Village: by Colton History
Society.
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LETTER TO

IR—In view of the

adverse publicity
given about the work
begun on extensiong to
Colton Churchyard the facts
are as follows:—
In view of the filling up of
the present Cemetery the
Church Council acquired the
field between the school and
the church shortly after the
death of Mrs. Oldham, late of
Bellamoar Lodge, in July,
1956,

It was necessary to obtain
permission from the County

‘|Planning Authority to use

this field for burial purposes
so the Rector had the field
surveyed by architects
because, due to the water-
bogged condition of the
ground, it was known that
the lower part would be un-
usable for graves.

DANGEROUS BEND
The Parish Council had

.|approached the County Coun-

cil last year about taking out
th> dangerous bend between
the school and Brook Bridge.

planning permission was the
setting back of the roadside
by 15 to 18 feet. {

It was obvious that -this
surplus soil could be moyed
to fill up as much as possible
of the lower portion to a

rcad level to allow grave-
digging on as large an area
as possible,

A suitable retaining wall is
necessary to hold this up.
These plans -were shown
and the reasons explained by
the Rector to myself and the
other male members of the
Church Council, who had
been appointed as a sub-
committee by that body soon
after we acquired the land.
The plans were also put
before the Parish Council,
'although that body is not
directly concerned,

Owing to the urgent neces-
sity to find burial accom-
modation the Rector, at the
last Church Council meeting,
asked for ,and received
authority to bulldoze the land
and build the retaining wall.

THE COST

As to its cost the laying out
of the new burial ground, as
it was then called, was one
of the objects of the £2,500
five years appeal when it was
first launched three years

ago.
As to ‘the fuss about the

trees, one fell across and
blocked the road a year or

Colton churchyard
| extensions

One of the conditions for|.

height (3ft. to.3ft. 6in.) above|"

THE EDITOR

two ago, and this would have
been fatal had anyone been
passing at the time (part of
the tree remains on the verge
outside the cemetery).
The elm nearest the bridge
was hollow and dangerous
(like its twin from the same
root, removed when unsafe to
walk under about five years
ago).
The oak nearest the school
was stunted through being
struck by lightning over 50
years ago.
Only one ash tree had any
pretensions to being timber
and this one was particularly
dangerous by making the
road so narrow that it was
impossible to see the oncom-
ing traffic between the bridge
and the village.
Where does the Lichfield
Diocesan Board of Finance
come into the matter ?
Anyones concerned about.
(1) Finding a place to bury
our dead in the parish:
(2) Removing danger from
this stretch of road;
(3) Seeing a decent and fit-
ing approach both to the
church and village instead
of the dilapidated fence
and scraggy hedge
should give the rector all
the support they can for his
foresigh and oft o z
take off his own jacket,
FRANK W. COOPER,
Parish Clerk and Msasmber
_.of the Church Council.




HARVEST-HOME AT COLTON.

I'rom the Stcg?’orclshir-e Advertiser, October 1st, 1859.

The pretty village of Colton presented an unusunlly gay and
animated appearaace on Tuesday last, when old muf)'uung,
and rich aml poor, met together for tho purpose of keeping the
feast of harvest, awd ackoowledging by public thanksgiving
ir prativude to God for the Tate bounteous suppl
ts of the carth,  Tho festival, we believe, was
with the farmers of the parish, who consile:
would be a most fitting time for one of those re-unions when
all shales of difference, both religious and political, s!muhl ho
forgotten in ono united feeling of gratitmile toa 1
and  All-wise Provi and i display aml deco
bespeak a people’s gratitude, and are a sure test of the feelings
of the heart, the harvest-home at Colton, though last, may be
considered amongst the most trinmphant of any which have
taken place this year in this e
The day was vemarkably tine an il
for the enjoyment of the out-iloor fesl vitius nhh.h luuk plice
in a fiehl botween Bellamour honse and the chur ll ab Colto
Athwart the bridge near the entranco to the field, had be
erected nomassive structure docormted  with Lvur}. ens aml
flowers, designed by Mr. Francis, the organist, near the lu|}
orwhlch on unusl.nlu was Lha mnl ot Gonld speed the plong
aml on tl:o ollwer “]lurvusl. Buon whilst the inscript
**Then shall the earth bwing forth her inerense ; and hml
even our Giod, shall give us Lis Llessin was pruLl.I.Jy
arranged in the evergreens on either side.  Over the
gateway to the feld were the words * God giveth tho
inerease,” wreathed rowmd with evergreens.  In the field
threo tents had been pitched the larger of which, ex-
tending o distance of more th yards, two rows of tables
sl been placed for dinner, A r.l;.-mlhs it tastefully
arranged ; nosegay, dosigned by Miss Halbeard, of Burton,
praced the top of one ol the rows of tables, and from end lo
end the tent was decorated \\ ith flowers and EVRITeens.
cach side of the ent 5
“ Unity gives strength,” was l‘n med of delicately white matde-
flowers, on a light blue ground ; amd on the left, the wonds
 Success to Apricalture,” fo of cars of corn on Jaurel
leaves, were placed on a pink prowmd. At the entrance
to the tent, inmediately in front of the crosstable, was nomost
elaborate picco of workmanship desipned by Mr. Edwuml
Holland, of Lee-lane. Tha top rep 1 Ceres, the g
of agriculture, At her feet werespecimensof every kind of fruit
and vegetable which conld e olitai in the neighbowrhood
with the werds ** fair Cores smiles,"
either side. Deneath, i

formed of barley ears, on
three Ilm.x. was the following moelto,
formed of the same mat —** Into plovghs beat the swords,
and speed the plongh the wond ** ploughs” being repro
sented by two shares, and small swords and a miniature plough
supplying the placeof the words they representml, Iutersected
with the folinge of evergreens opposite were the words, alse
Tormed of bavley ears, with which Lioaz saluted his reapers—
“ The Lord e with you," aud also r reply, **The Lurd
bless thee,”

Leaving the field, aml proceeding across the bridge in the
divection of the clinreh, the visitor passed beneath an exeeed-
Ingly chiasto aned well- way of evergreens, at the top
of which was o seroll I i the words o ** Whoso
giveth God praise and thanks hon aml on the
obverse, ** Yo shall keep the feast of harvest
belng swimonnted with a cross formed of dahlias,
remarkably chaste design was the production of M
of Colton Hall. The next object of interest was the len,h
poreh, at the entiance to which, vight amd left, were small
sheaves of wheat, evergreens, flowers, lwmy available

rt of the porch itself was lined with tastefully arvnged

erwus and flowers, wnderneath amd 1|:lu| WOVEn WIH! whi
wnerable approy
\v!m'le of which had Dee
Nicholls, of Hamley House,
richly decoratesd Ty Miss Oldliam, the Misses H
Garner, the chancel eml especinlly b
cultural show,  On the top of the stone sereen were crowded
hundreds of semlet geranium Howers, bound together with
the leaves of the gracelnl wal 3 amlin the memorial
windows to the late James Oldham Oldham, 1 unl Mrs,
Seaton, had been placed similar displays of lowers aml leaves.
Sirnh..luing along the whole length of the stalls were flowers
of the 1 fuschin, water-fern, amd ears of
eorn ; and attached to the rich erimson drapery at the back of
the communion table, lavgoe pilded and elongated letiers,
ware the words of the promise * With corn and wine will [
susbain Ly The pillars supporting the roof wore also
decorated with circles of leaves, llowers, nml ears of co
and as the noonday sun shed its lustro over the scene ‘.\rur_v
part of the chiurch appeared gay and beautiful.

At hall past one o'clock the cliiming of the bells from the
old tower called the inhabitants to prayer, awd Lefore two
o'clock the church was crowded in every part by rich and poor,
adults aml ehilidven, nearly all of whoem wore ears of cor
their bonnets or coats.  Amongst the congregation who
attended service and afterwards dined in the tent were Lord
anil Lady Bagot, the Hon I Rev, Hervey Bagot, t
Alfred DBagot, Captain Goocl
Spode, Esg., and Mrs, Spode, Dr. Haclamd and Mys. 1
Miss Oldban, ward Mayne, Esq., aml Mrs. DMay
Waoodrolle, Ks uml Mrs, W nrnllullu H. 5 u}nl <
]\1 [ETY bm)‘ll s

]'il.mal:. Iev. G. Salter, Rev, Georgo Bonney. Dr. ]\'lmlcl.u.n
Mrs. Elrington, Miss Salt, the Misses Hill, Mrs, Buchan '\ml
friends, Mr. awd Mrs, Holland (M ul |\|\'ék
Nicholls (Hawley Honse), Mr. aml vey, Mra,
Hattersley, Miss, Hollis, Mr. Trevor, l\lw Hollamwd, Mr,
and Mra. Yates, &e., de.

Shortly  after two  o'clock, the rector, the Iev. A,
Seaton, the choir, nml  eclorgy entered the church by
the west door, chanling the Gt Psalm, which the organ
took up with pood eftect.  homediately after the r
walked the choristers, three of whom enrried small ba
and they were followed by the Hon. and lev, Herve, 3
Jtev. 1. Harlamd, Itev, I, L. Elringten, Hev, I, 5. Bolton,
tev. I'. H. Dod, Itev, G, H. Steward, Rev. J. M. Lowa, amd
the Rev. J, Mason, all attired in white »,m ses. ljn_y pro-
ceeded up the aisle to the chaneel, wl v were sail
by the rector, the psalms for the day 1».1 r intoned by the
choir and congregation.  The first lesson, the first chiapter of
the Book of Telit, was read by the Hev, B, L. Elrington ; ﬂml
the secomd lesson, the lst chapter of the Tst of (,u
iy the Bev. — Mason.  The se
Hon, and 1 H. Bagot, fron ,|
ded verse—** They juy before , ncmnhng to the joy of
lmrvuuL From Llwru words the rev, [,t‘nllulllrlll preached o
an on, remakable
alike for llx L uthlul simplicity mul lZulI:l'u]m.xa

AL the close of divine servico the whalo of the congregation
procecded tn the tent previously referreil to, preceded by o
. where upwards of 300 ladies aned gentlomen,
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The pretty village of Colton presented an unusually gay and
animated appearance on Tuesday last, when old and young,
and rich and poor, met together for the purpose uf keeping the
feast of harvest, and acknowledging by public thanksgiving
their gratitude to God for the late bounteous supply of the
fruits of the earth. The festival, we believe, was originated
with the farmers of the parish, who considered it
would be a most fitting time for one of those re-unions when
all shades of difference, both religious and political, should he
forgotten in one united feeling of gratitude to a Lenelicent
and All-wise Providence; and if display and decoration
bespeak a people’s gratitude, and are a sure test of the feelings
of the heart, the harvest-home at Colton, though last, may be
considered amongst the most trinmphant of any which have
taken place this year in this county.

The day was remarkably tine and warnn, and well caleulated
for the enjoyment of the out-door festivities which took place
in a field between Bellamour house and the church at Colton.
Athwart the bridge near the entrance to the field, had been
erected a massive structure decorated with evergreens and
flowers, designed by Mr. IFrancis, the organist, near the top
of which, on oneside, was the motto ** God speed the plough,’
and on the olher *‘ Harvest home,” whilst the iuscription,
‘“Then shall the earth bring forth her increase; and God,
even our God, shall give us his blessing,” was prettily
arranged in the evergreens on either side. Over the
gateway to the field were the words *“ God giveth the
increase,” wreathed round with evergreens. In the field
three tents had been pitched, in the larger of which, ex-
tending a distance of more than 60 yards, two rows of tables
had been placed for dinner. A gigantic, but tastefully
arranged ; nosegay, designed by DMiss Halbeard, of Burton,
graced the top of one of the rows of tables, and from end to
end the tent was decorated with flowers and evergreens. On
each side of the entrance were mottoes—that on the right,
¢ Unity gives strength,” was formed of delicately white made-
flowers, on a light blue ground ; and on the left, the words
“ Success to Agriculture,” formed of ears of corn on laurel
leaves, were placed on a pink ground. At the entrance
to the tent, immediately in front of the crosstable, was a most
elaborate piece of workmanship designed by Mr. Edmund
Holland, of Lee-lane. The top represented Ceres, the goddess
of agriculture. At her feet were'specimensofevery kind of fruit
and vegetable which could be obtained in the neighbourhood,
with the words ** fair Ceres smiles,” formed of barley ears, on
either side. DBeneath, in three lines, was the following motto,
formed of the same material—** Into ploughs beat the swords,
and speed the plough,”—the word *‘ ploughs” being repre-
sented by two shares, and small swords and a miniature plcugh
supplying the placeof the words they represented. Intersected
with the foliage of evergreens opposite were the words, also
formed of harley ears, with which Boaz saluted his reapers—
‘“The Lord be with you,” and also their reply, ** The Lord
bless thee.”

Leaving the field, and proceeding across the bridge in the
direction of the church, the visitor passed beneath an exceed-
ingly chaste and well-formned archiway of evergreens, at the top
of which was a scroll bearing the words on one side ** Whoso
giveth God praise and thanks honoureth God,” and on the
obverse, ** Ye shall keep the feast of harvest;’ the whole
being surmounted with a cross formed of dahlias. This
remarkably chaste design was the production of Miss Dicken,
of Coiton Hall. The next object of interest was the church
porch, at the entrance to which, right and left, were small
sheaves of wheat, evergreens, and flowers. very available
part of ‘the porch itself was lined with tastefully arranged
leaves and flowers, underneath and interwoven with which
were innumerable appropriate quotations of Seripture, the
whole of which had been designed and arranged by Mrs.
Nicholls, of Hamley House. The church itself had been
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Nicholls, of llamley House. The church itself had been
richly decorated by Miss Oldham, the Misses Hill, and DMiss
Garner, the chancel end especially being a complete flori-
cultural show. On the top of the stone screen were crowded
hundreds of scarlet geranium flowers, bound together with
the leaves of the gracefunl water-fern; and in the memorial
windows to the late James Oldham Oldham, Esq., and Mis.
Seaton, had been placed similar displays of flowers and leaves.
Stretching along the whole length of the stalls were flowers
of the pendant fuschia, geraniums, water-fern, and ears of
corn ; and attached to the rich crimson drapery at the back of
the communion table, in large gilded and elongated letiers,
were the words of the promise ** With corn and wine will [
sustain thee.” Tho pillars supporting the roof were also
decorated with circles of leaves, flowers, and ears of corn,
and as the noonday sun shed its lustre over the scene every
part of the church appeared gay and beautiful.

At balf-past one o’clock the chiming of the bells from the
old tower called the inhabitants to prayer, and before two
o’clock the church was crowded in every part by rich and poor,
adults and children, nearly all of whom wore ears of corn in
their bonnets or coats. Amongst the congregation who
attended service and afterwards dined in the tent were Lord
and Lady Bagot, the Hon. and Rev. Hervey Bagot, the Hon.
Alfred Bagot, Captain Gooch, Mrs. and Miss Levett. Josiah
Spode, Esq., and Mrs. Spode, Dr. Harland and Mrs. Harland,
Miss Oldham, Edward Mayne, Isq., and DMrs. Mayne, W,
Woodrofle, Esq., and Mrs. Woodrolte, H. Sneyd, Esq., and
Miss Sneyd, Thomas Dicken, Iisq., Mrs. Dicken, and fanily,
Rev. S. Plant and DMrs., Plant, Rev. N Pitman and Mrs,
Pitman, Rev. G. Salter, Rev. George Bonney. Dr. Monckton,
Mrs. Klrington, Miss Salt, the Misses Hill, Mrs. Buchan and
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Holland (Manor House), Mr. and DMrs,
Nicholls (Hamley House), Mr. and Mrs. Harvey, DMrs,
Hattersley, Miss. Hollis, Mr. Trevor, Mrs. Holland, Mr.
and Mrs. Yates, &e., &c.

Shortly after two o’clock, the rector, the Rev. A.
Seaton, the choir, and clergy entered the church by
the west door, chanting the G5th Psalm, which the organ
took up with g,(m{l effect. hnmc(lmtely after the rector
walked the choristers, three of whom carried small bannerets,
and they were followed by the Hon. and Kev. Hervey DBagot,
Rev. I, Harland, Rev. I. L. Elrington, Rev. I'. S. Bolton,

ev. P. H. Dod, Rev. C. H. Steward, Rev. J. M. Lowe, and
the Rev. J. .\lason, all attired in white surplices. They pro-
ceeded up the aisle to the chancel, where prayers were said
by the rector, the psalms for the day being intoned by the
choir and congregation. 'The first lesson, the first chapter of
the Book of Tobit, was read by the Rev. I, 1., Elrington ; and
the second lesson, the Ist chapter of the 1st of Corinthians,
by the Itev. — Mason. ‘The sermon was preached by the
Hon. and Rev. H. Bagot, from the Yth of Isaial, part of the
Jrd verse—** They joy before Thee, according to the joy of
harvest.” Irom there words the rev. gentleman preachied a
thoroughly evangelical and impressive sermon, remarkable
alike for its truthful simplicity and faithfulness.



At the close of divine service the whole of the congregation
proceeded to the tent previously referred to, preceded by a
band of music, where upwards of 300 ladies and gentlemen,
with the labouvers of the village and their wives, partook of
dinner. The rector presided, Lady Bagot sitting on his right
and Mrs. Levett on the left. Rounds of boiled beef| legs of
mutton, and roast beef were noticeable the whole length of
the tables; but the active carving of the gentlemen who under-
took that duty, combined with the lkeen appetites of the sons
of toil, soon made them disappear as by magic. Plum puddings
of gigantic size also shared the same fate; but the bounteous
supply of edibles which had been provided by the liberality
of the gentry and farmers was more than suflicient to satisfy
the demand made upon them. The dinner was served by the
publicans of the village ; and, strange though it may appear,
either from the unusual demand or some other unexplained
cause, the only deliciency was in the supply of Sir John
Barleycorn, to obtain a little of which the most importunate
entreaties were at one time unavailing.

After the removal of the cloth, the Rev. CHAIRMAN said
that as tea had to be provided in the tent for the children of
the villagers, he would not detain them much longer. “There
were, however, a few toasts which must be given, and he
would commence by preposing the good old toast of ** Church
and Queen.” The toast was drunk by the company, the band
playing the National Anthewm.

The Rev. CHAIRMAN agnin rose, and said the next toast
was cne which it gave him the greatest gratification to pro-
pose, and he was ¢quite sure it would afford them delight to
receive it. (Hear, hear.) They had been highly honoured
that day by the presence of a nobleman and his lady, who
had joined them in their festivities, and they could not be too
grateful to them for their kindness and their symipathy with
the parish at large. (Hear, hear.) They all knew that the
noble lord’s ancestors had been beloved and reverenced by
their forefathers, and he was certain that all present would
join with him in hoping that the name of Bagot might be
handed down to the latest posterity as honoured and un-
tarnished as it was at present. (Applanse.) e had much
pleasure in proposing ** The health of Lord and Lady Bagot.”
(Cheers.) He would also wish to include another member of
the family to whom they were much indebted—the Hon. and
Rev. Hervey Bagot.  ‘The able and excellent sermon he had
preached to them that day had been delivered in a way in
which every clergyman should address his flock. (Applause.)

The toast having been drunk, Lord BDAGOT briefly acknow-
ledged it, observing that it was a source of great pleasure to
him to see his neighbours and friends happy, and nothing
could more conduce to a general feeling of happiness than the
causes which had suggested their present meeting. (Hear,
hear.)

The Rev. CHAIRMAN next gave *‘‘The health of the
FFarmers,” following it immediately Dby that of *‘The
Labourers,” who aflorded much amusement by cheering most
lustily the teast of their own health.

Lord BDAGOT then briefly proposed ¢ The health of the
Rector, the Rev. A, Seaton ;” and before the Chairman could
reply, an old Irish labourer mounted one of the tables, and
shouted that he should drink the health of Mr. Seaton, Miss
Oldham, the farmers, and all the parish, and he hoped they
may not have a worse day than that for the next 21 years.
[This announcement was received with roars of laughter,
which the honest old man appeared right well to enjoy.]

The Rev. CHAIRMAN, in responding to the toast proposed
by the noble lord, observed that the present was a proud day
for him ; it was the thing which for years he had longed for,
but he had been such a coward that he never dared propose
it, because he thought they would never carry it out. Dut
they had taught him a lesson to trust them fully ; they were
ready for every good work ; they had taught him the way to
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ready for every good work ; they had taught him the way to
work, and he thanked them for it. (Hear.) He specially
thanked them also that notwithstanding he had been absent
from the parish for the benetit of his health, they had deferred
the festivities until his return, although he had suggested that
the gentleman who had been performing his duties should
talke his place on that occasion.  He viewed it as an evidence
of the perfect unity which existed between them,and he hoped
they should still continue to work the works of their Heavenly
Father, and he thought that what they were doing that day
was His work. (Hear, hear.) Referring to the ladies, the
rev. gentleman remarked that they wished him to return home
to get up this harvest-home; but he had done nothing
at all but look on, and he had looked and wondered
at the spirit with which every department of it had proceeded.
(Hear, hear.) 'There were, however, several ladies present
who did not reside in Colton, and to them he wished te give
a word of advice. If they wanted to carry a point, if they
wanted to do a work, let them do it as the Colton ladies did.
On his return they came to him and inquired which would be
the right way to proceed, and, as a matter of course, he
acknowledged their superior judgment in the affair. ** But
suppose (said the rev. gentleman) they had not come to me,
but had acted inany other way they thought fit, I may have cut
up rough”—(laughter)—but now he looked on with an eye of
love, and the eyes of love did not tind fault; and if they
could only look on each other with eyes of love how kindly
and comfortably they would go on. (llear, hear.) He always
found that the ladies were vight in everything —(applause)—
when (continued Mr. Seaton) they did not forget one thing,
which, if a lady forgot she ceased to be a lady—he meant
modesty ; that meek and quiet spirit which in the sight of
God was of great price. After a few playful observations with
reference to the power gained by the fair over the stronger
sex. when they paid that homage which was due to them and
which God required, the rev. gentleman closed by saying—
““ But if they fly in the face of God’s authority, if they put at
nauzht the powers that be, never will they gain their point,
and never shall they gain their point. 1 exhort you, therefore,
my dear friends, to be quiet and kind, and then all things
will go on well.” The toast of *“ The health of the Ladies of
Colton in particular, and all other ladies,” was then given,
after which the company left the tent.

Immediately after this a country dance took place on the
greensward, which was led oft by Lady Bagot and the Rev. A.
Seaton ; Lord Bagot and Mrs. Holland, Captain Gooch and
Miss Oldham, and many of the respectable persons present
also joining.  Dancing was subsequently continued until
nightfall by old and young, the children of the villagers in the
meantimoe being treated with tea and plum cake in the tent.

Nothing occurred throughout the day to mar the happiness
and joy of the occasion, which appeared from first to last to
aflord the greatest pleasure to all present ; and which will no
doubt form a precedent for future *“ harvest-homes."
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Rugeley Times
Saturday June 4™ 1960

JUNIOE CLEREK (Girl) REQD,
for General Office. Must be good
at figures and able to type, Age
16-18. Congenial conditions and
good salary.
D.L..
REDROOK LANE;
ERERETON, RUGELEY,
“\IOULDERS REQUIRED
A We have Vacancles for
MACHINE MOULDERS FOR POWER
AND ADAPTABLE MACHINES,
Five-day week
Good Plecework Rates
Canteen Pacilities
Apply i —

MASON & BURNS, LTD.
PLECK ROAD, WALSALL.

STAFFORD'S'H‘I-R‘E COUNTY COUNCIL
CHILDREN'S COMMITTEE

r&p)gllcations are invited for the post

o

esident Children's Attendant. at
Springfield Children's Home, 216-218,
Stone Road, Stafford.
Springfield is a home for 33 boys and
girls between the ages of five and 18.
Wages: £6/13/9 for a 44-hour week,
less 50/- per week for board end
lodgin

Furt?ler particulars and an applica-
tion form  can be obtained from the
County Children's Officer, County Build-
ings, Stafford. Please quote reference
5/C,

’ T. H. EVANS,
Clerk of the County Council.

TEWARD with to assist,
wages paid, accomm. provided,
Applics. in  writing, giving details of
exper. If aalg. and of family, to — The
Secretary, ugeley Progressive Working
Men's Club, Bees Lane, Rugeley, by
Monday, June 6, 0.

wife

SITUATIONS WANTED

TUDENT seeks  employment for
summer vacation July 25 onwards.
tage 28). Reliable, own car clean driv-
ing licence. Anything consid, — Box 44,

HOUSES, LAND, Etc, FOR SALE

OR Sale. Rugeley. Easy reach of
town. Two bedrooms,, 3 rooms down.
Garage. Small garden. Apply
Etation Road, Rugeley. A
ECENTLY built, Modern Semi-det.
Residence containing lounge with
adjoining double glazed doors to &ep-

arate dining room, well eqmpped tiled
kitenen, pantry, spacious hell, 3 bed-
rooms, tiled bathroom, sep. w.c.; brick

garage, with aettractive verandah extend-
ing across front door and porch; Dicely
laid out and well-kept garden. £2,550.
Owners leaving Stafford, Please call at
any time to view at 26, Porlock Avenue,
Weeping Cross, Stafford.

UGELEY & DISTRICT FREEHOLD
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY

HEDNESFORD ROAD. Attractive Det.

Villa Residence, 2 reception rooms,
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, sep.

w.c. Built-in garage. .......... se .
WOLSELEY ROAD. Superior Detached
Villa Residence, completed in 1958, two
reception rooms, kitchen, 4 bedrooms,
bathrocm, w.c. Built-in. garage. £3,375
' VI CLOSE. Attractive,
Modern Detached Bungalow Residence,
2 reception rooms, 2 rooms, bath-
room, w.c., verandah, Detached Ggﬁe;ﬁ_;

HILL RIDWARE. Attractive Country
Cottage. containing large hell, 2 recep-
tion raoms. kitchen. 5 bedrooms, bath-

n 2 Garages. £3.150
idetacned C Coat-
s s £ Wil & paccocs, having
an 4rea of approxmatziy 2/3 acre, 2
recepiion rooms, tchen, wtility room.

QGarage. ............ £1,500
. N.' Commodious Country Resid.
briefly com

ng, .8 recreation rooms,
domestic es, ' T -bedrooms, 2 bebh-
rooms, 2 garages and matured gngens’ﬂ.
, 25
GLOVER'S HILL, RUGELEY. A frst-
class Residential development by Messrs,
Five Oaks Estates Ltd., in a pleasant
situation, one mile south of the
centre. Architect designed, no road
charges; freehold; garage space; piote
may be secured by £2I5 deposit.
Semidetached from ..,..,.. £1.585
Detached ceeene. £2,050

town

BUSINESS PREMISES,
RUGELEY High.y remunerative Sweet,
Tob G 1 Busi eth

: and 1 . together
with the substantially comstructed Det.
Corner property, consisting Shop,
6pacious entrance hall, 2 sitting rooms,
good kitchen, four double bedrooms,
bathroom with w.c. Outside — Basement
ung MD!'&cr gores,w Greenhoussf;m Géls
and moderate siz garden. e v
to include the Goodwill and Fixtures;
stock. at vaeluation.
Further partics. and p ts to
view to above properties may be
obtained from e Sole  Agends ;-
. EVANS & EVANS,
Chartered Auctioneers & Estate Agents,
BANK HOUSE, GREENGATE, STAFFORD
Tel. 2426-7-8.

and at
DISTRICT BANK CHAMBERS,
HIGH GREEN, CANNOCK.
Tel. 2279,

VWOLSELEY BRIDGE, Rugeley. Semi-

BATTERIES New Guaranteed Exchange

12-volt £4/5/6. 6-volt. Also Diesel.
M/C Batteries £1. Car sales, garages
at trade — Dickinson, 43, Wolverhamp-
ton Rd. Walsall. ‘Phone 2814.

TYRES — ALL BIZES.

13in., 14in., .15in.,, 16in.,, 1Tin.,

18in.. 19in, from 20/- Guaranteed.
Also REMOULDS.

Tues., Wed., Fri.,, 7—09. Sat. 2—5.

106 COBDEN ST., PALFREY.

1955 Morris  Minor, recond. engine,
‘heater, screen washers, £395 o.n.o.
—Highfield, Coley Lane, Little Haywcod.
Evenings or weekends.

0OOD Clean, Post-war Care wtd ~—
Tel Brownhills 3179
SPOT Cash paid for souna Cars and
Vans, H.P. accounts settled.— d-
fellow: Garage, Paddock Lane (off Able
well Street, Walsall, Tel 4468

GOODFELLOWS GARAGE.
ADDOCK

LANE,
(O Ablewell St. and Charlotte St.,
Broadway North),
. WALSALL.

Have several Motor Cycles. Scooters and
Combinations taken in exchange‘against
IS, clear at knock-out prices

o 179 c.c.
with nearly new Sidecar.

CALL AND SEE US. NO REASONABLE

OFFER REFUSED YOU'LL SAVE ££&£

ANTED: Moaern ~'Motor Cycles
Highest ices HP settled -
Gray's, 25, evelana Street, Wolver.

hampton, 188, Wellington Road, Perry
Barr &

MOTORS FOR HIRE

~ ELF-DRIVE HIRE
Modern 4 and G-seater Saloons,
and l2-seater Mini-bus
COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE.
NO MILEAGE CHARGE

GOODFELLOWS GARAGE

PADDOCK LANE (Ofl Ablewell St.) ang
CHARLOTTE STREET. BROADWAY N
Walsall 4468 and 2723,

] MACHINERY
OMBINE Harvester—Massey Harris
Model, T35—6{t. cut—self propelled,
new 1957, fitted 1958 meodification. In

first-class cond. Offered for quick sale
at £645 or nrst. J. Fryer & Co.
Lid.. Uttoxeter, 'Phone 300,
"I\RACTORS. We have a choice of
second-hand Tractors, second to
none, Fordson Meajor TVO and Diesel
with and without Hydraulic lifts, Inter-
national—David Brown. Allls B and
BMB, We speciaiise in second-hand
Diese]l Tractors and cen offer same at
keen prices to suit all, Sﬁi:eclal “Buy
in Comfort" terms arranged. —
of Uttoxeter, "Phone 300 3 lines).

CYCLES

OOD Secondhand Cycles, 12 weeks
iree service given. Part exchanges.
~—T7l, or 73a, Pye Green Road, Cannock.

EUPHOLSTERING.
Suite Re-covered,

Your 3-Piece
leathercloth from
£12, moquette from £18 Satisfaction
assured. vely selection of atterns,
estimates gladly. Distance no object, —

Beakbane, 70, Stanley Road. Wednes-
bury Tel James Bridge 2479
YPEWRITERS from £10, new stan-

dard and portable. Terms, exchanges

hire and repairs. Duplicating and Typ-
ing Service.—V L. Skuce & .. Station
The Bridge. Walsall. Tel

St., and
5431

/
RENAMENTAL Gates, Quallty ana
satisfaction guaranteed. Established
15 years Visit Holly Lane Engineering
Reg. Office ano Works, Gorsey Lane,
Great . Wyrley, Walsall. 20 Designs on
Show. Catalogues available. Tel.
Chesgn Hay 385
EFRIGERATOR ensures good food
and good health.—Truman_Electrical
Co., Ltd.. 'Phone 2198 40,42 Bridze St..

Walsall, K
A REFRIGERATOR i:ays. for itself in
Truman2 Electrical - Co, Ltd.,

keeping food eatable. Cash or terms,
— s ‘Phone
2198, 40,42, Bridge Street, Walsall.
SBESTOS Garage: with toozuec and
grooved timber doors 16 x 8. £3
All timber tongued and grooved metch-
board £45. All sizee made to order HP
terms  Free plans, free
delivery and erection g Always open, —
Tel. Chesiyn Hay 531, W Elwell Wol-
verhampton Rd. eslyn Hay near
ENDIX Home Laundry cosl oc more
Models from £83/10/- at — Trumans
of Bridge Street. Walsall
.CB.LOR Gas Cooker for sale, zood con-
dition. — M. Allerton, Bowev Hall
Farm, Colton, Rugeley.
CDLOUR Your Floors. Simply Brush
‘ on Rubberised “ Liquid Lino ' Floor

insurance,

Paint. Lasts years on cement, stone,
lino or wood Ideal for hotel guest
rooms. showrooms. industrial use. Many

colours, all sizes from all Paint Retailers.

S@.e. Lawnmawer, Quaieaat
Panther, excell. cond. £3. — Griffin
Wooclands, Wolselzs Rd., Rugel.ev.

REE irial with ialest electric snavers
—Trumans. Bridge Street. Walsall
ARAGES, Sheds, Poultry Houses,
Garden Frames, Interwoven Fenc-
ing, Asbestos Sheets, etc. Agent [for
Oakworth Greenhouses. H.P. terms.—
A. H. Evans, Black Horse Hotel Yard,
Price St.. Cannock Tel.: Cannock 3578,
G_ENUINE Recond. Washing Machines.
Spin Dryers. Cookers. etc. Machines
from £15. We also stock spares and
Reconditioned Motors for most makes.
Respraying, etc at short notice. Re-
rubbered rollers from stock at less than
half normal price. Terms and After
Sales Service on all Machines.—Write
or 'Phone: Chase Eneineering Co.. Price
Street, Cannock (3578).
AVE vou a Refrieerator? Cash or
L terms.—Truman_Electrieal Co, Ltd..
‘Phone 2108 40742 Bridee St. Walsall
OOK around to loveliness+to Walls.
and Cellings In_ delicaté modern
shades. Ali completely washable. Very
simple with Wallcharm Emulsion. Use
Brush or Roller. Dries almost at once.
No unpleasant smell. One coat works

wonderful indoors or out. Pints 17/9.
Quarts 14/9 from — Leading Paint
Retailers.

PECIAL Offer. English Electric Wash-

ing Machines as advertised on T.V.
Minimum £5 allowed on your old
washer., We stock Adamatle, Hoover,
Hotpoint, Parnall, Thor, etc. £5 allowed
on your old Vacuum Cleaner if you pur-
chase a new model by a Famous Cleaner
Manufacturer. Cas or H.P.—Fleet
Electrics, 7, Princes Square (opp. G.P.O.)
Wolverhampton, 24574, and 54a, Park
St _(oop.  Station), Walsall, 6873
‘VAN‘I‘ED. Wardrobe, all Gas

' Gooker in good cond. Price and
partics, — Box R.T. 3%.
WRINGER/WASHER Repairs. Rollers

for all makes—96a, Green Lane,

topp. Wheways), Walsall.

OUR old shaver takenm iIn part ex-

change at —Trumans of Bridge St..
Walsall.
2«1 Hour Service on all electric_shavers

—Trumans. Bridge Street, Walsall.

S @ .

WHEELCHAIRS

Acknowledged asWorld'’s finest.
75 different models. Folds to 10 in.
to fit into car. Robust, with all-
chrome finish, Easy handling and
comfortable riding are features of
every ‘E. & )." wheelchair,

Available on Hire or Easy
Terms if required.

Consultation in your own hom
gladly arranged if desired. N
obligation. '
Please write for details.

R. TAYLOR & SOl

125 Wolverhampton St.
WALSALL

Telephone — 2960.
Excellent parking facilities.

SOUTHWELLS

BROOK SQUARE,
RUGELEY

Ph.one — 273
®
WREATHS — CROSSE!

ALL WEDDING
FLOWERS

SHORT NOTICE

INTERFLORA

THE SEWING MACHINE
SHOP

New, Rebuilt ano Secondhang
achines.

Repairs. _Electrical conversions

429, CANNOCK ROAD,
HEDNESFORD.
Telephone: Hednesford 159
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ILETERING. Your 3-Piece
Re<covered, leathercloth from
sete  from £18 Sm.wractmn
Lovely  selection atterns,
g-ud.y. Distance no object. —
70. Stanley Road. ednes-
James Bridge 2479
L'TERS trom £10, oew stan-
1ize portable. Terms. exchanges
repa:r:  Duplicating and Typ-
¢ —V L. Skuce & Co., Station
Tie Bridge. Walsalll Tel

ENTAL  Gates, Quality ana
‘aci:on guaranteed. Established
Visit Holly Lane Engineering
¢ ano Works, Gorsey Lane,
c.ey. Walsall. 20 Designs _on
ata.ogues available. — Tel.

LIGERATOR ensures good food
zoc heaiih.—Truman_ Electrical
“Pione 2198 40/42 Bridze St..

tGER.ATOR pays for fitself in
2 {3>d eatable Casn or terms

Eiectrical Co  Ltd., ‘Phone
2 Bricge Street, Walsall.

SELS SV | WHEELCHAIRS s E. ADDERLEY (Stafrord) LTD.

AL, 3:zf made to orcer HP

FOR FAST

"TOURING

IN YOUR HOLIDAY
CLOTHES!

All the advantages of scooter
cleanliness and weather
protection, plus the
performance and road-
holding qualities of the
modern motor cycle.

:? or Q‘:'}?“ﬁzwa&f’;}k: free Acknowledged asWorld's finest. 333, Market Stl'eet. Rugemy, Staffs.
y= Hay 33.. W Ewe. Wol 75 different models. Folds to 10 in.
® ons Lagnars st ae mece | to fit into car, Robust, with alls Alss at
) from £23-10/- &b — Trudans chrome finish, Easy handling and 11, BRIDGE STREET STAFFORD
Szree ol _| comfortable riding are features of
::‘; C‘é‘ e ,"{u;‘ PRl every 'E. & J.' wheelchair, 161 MARiIS‘hiGRESTAsEoiTAFFORD
. Yo il Simply Brush Available on Hire or Easy

m:l‘l_m'“l."" mr_ Terms if required. Norton, Velocette, Ariel, Royal Enfield,

! ! Consultation in your own home Francis Barnett
< | gladly arranged if desired. No :

obligation. < T
Please write for details. SALES I a_ml] rea SPARES ™
tote IR. TAYLOR & SON||
m""‘é“?.rn!ammnm:‘ Tard. 125 Wolverhampton St., SERVICE AGENT
noe 3 7 H :
ey L Onck oIS All types of Machine Repaired or Resprayed
Drrers Cookers. etc. Machines WALSALL .
We aiso stock spares and Terms and Exchanges with pleasure
:edﬂc)lo::;n r{cu- mosti makﬁes. Telephone — 2760. Phone RUGELEY 479
~-..ers ‘rom ssr.g?k :'? l::é thaer; Excellent parking facilities.
pal price Terms and After
vice on all Machines.—Write RE h
* Chas=e Eneineering Co.. Price % 5 .
noock  13578). ;
o3 & Re‘ﬂzera.tor” Cash or
i o) SOUTHWELLS || EDEN NURSERIES |
. 40 1‘2 Bridee St. Walsall
u&cl?&'.zsw Ilgveg:ﬁgit;om‘gi?e]:; BROOK SQUARE )
Al. completely washable Very
o eietar mmien Ui AREs | COLTON
Sl SRS RUGELEY.
rom — Leading - Pain BEDDING PLANTS
(stnines as advertised on TV, Phone — 273 1
w? !lgﬁgse:dan?:tlc}ﬂgoovtgg : 2t H 2 y
Parzall, Thor. ete. 5 allowed All varieties available in boxes of 5 dozen only
e okl by w Famous’ Gletner - »
Eﬁ:ﬁqﬂt%:zquagéo%ﬂa—;:gé At ‘,6 per box (Boxes OHIY)
B e, s | WREATHS — CROSSES
D Warcrobe, Smal!l Gas -
der o gocd cond. Price and
T RT 35

E= ®RASHFE Repairs  Rollers ALL WEDDING

T x pan o FLOWERS | RENT OR BUY_ YOUR TV

P 8B —T-mmas o ZT-oge St
SHORT NOT_ICE

R Bl Emetrr ST arveny
rewt Wi~

THE SEWING MACHINE
SHOP

LOW WEEKLY RENTALS (COLLECTED IF REQUIRED)
Wow. Redulll ane Sessnsnsna WILL BRING YOU THE BEST PICTURE AMD THE BEST
Repairs. Electrioal conversions SERVICE. HIGHEST ALLOWANCES OM YQUR OLD
S0, CANNOOK. ROAD. RADIO OR T.V. AS DEPOSIT.
HEDNESFORD.
Telephone: Hednesford 159

“TEN-BOB TEST”

For 10/- we will collect your set, loan you another

T.V., and carry out the following on r.he Latest:

Electronic Instruments, supplying & report on a
printed form:—

354 \Q’% (1) Test all Valves.

\’ (2) Test Cathode Ray Tube.
‘\‘ (3) Test general condition of all other parts.

Q%\ v,& (4) Quote for repair.

;
H
|
i
g
)

(5) Valuation of Set.
‘;‘ .Gnov“ Phone LICHFIELD 3370
o .




Wartime
relic?

.The Freeman famll\
- were flushed in more ways
than one when they found
an old hand grenade in an
~outside loo.

But luckily their qulck
thinking prevented an ex-
plosive situation’ -

They called the police,
who took the grenade
away and will return 11 to
the army.

. They found the grvnade
‘'when Mr. Tom Freeman
and his two sons Edward
. and Calum were digging
“out a Victorian toilet in the
grounds of their Colton |
home. | |

The boys discovered the
grenade and were kicking
it around the gar (len as a
football.

It was not until they

washed it down that they
found out what they had
‘been playing with,

Their mother, Mrs.
thrlev Freeman bdld the
family had no idea there
might be ammunition
buried in the garden.

“But we will certainly be
looking out now,” she said. -

The Freeman family has
lived in the village's Old

Rectory for three vears,

@ Soldiers were sta-
tioned in Colton in the
early V\dl vears.




coryond MuRPERS
12458 ond 1271

cnd CieLROH - W
s

m.u_{_:n
A} ys

1:1.,1‘ He

0 et"er. - Saxor 4ris,.
‘ol ‘an Tage’ -_lon.., since:
~the: qausts: of - time.:
Mumer is not ‘a Lhou..m one’
usualty - dssocxate:. with .any-
(.hm(,n et  this ancient place’
orshm ' hﬂ,f, thce bccn

“foul,” wmch puts it one’’
even: on Lanterbury Lath'

‘of ‘the: He.nce manv
~ cliurches’ hme one” “robm”
known -as-the sanctuary, The -
ugitive * could - not--claim this.
right: for’ an indefinite period, -
“batonly from: "the ﬁrst» hour
' mldnly,ht. - SR
Nicholas de COlton is smd to
1ave. -claimed: the: right of-
sanctuary at St.Mary's. This -

pite -from  the - hu;e-n,ndmrv
swhich would "have- ‘beeri-called..
o.pursue a murderer. No one.
= would have dared to risk-the.
wrath of - God. by  inviolating ®
the: protectionof a church.
THhose* wha: - had . chased :

church would not have been.
.gver-duly worried. The -priest.

IOhIl was. lnterposma Cin- “an '}

would: have given: him arés--.

",—’_murder Christing oy did some-

Nlch{}laq “de. :Colton-“'to : the:: deed and poor. John fled be- |

wouid have .come to the door -
] mform them: that Ntchol.ts .'_

ddd. ctaqmed sanctuar:y, which i
he: cond not: 1efuse However,

e

was effective only'.to mldnl hl;, .
after . which, .- Nicholas’ would |
-have to fend for” himnself,” The |
pursuers had only “to-sét. al
watch angd -wait il their man |,
was turned out of, thé“church.
“Nicholas de*Colton, however ('
d;d escape..Legend ‘has it that
~his father was mstrumental in i
“this escape.
"-'lhe_second of the 'mnrderq :
Marys was re- [
mmlwd occ.uvrev:l ;

n :
to: cxplain but' :
‘his hec}s SRy :
' ]legends raise: interest- |
points-which -are h:vmith ay

g arolnd
00k to hi

“argument between Nicholag de
Co]tun and a. stranger, Note
the -existence* of -Nicholas de
Colton in both® murders Add’
to thlS that -the  naine “Hezge-
ward is not local and: anyone
bearing this name would have

probably been considered as a
stranger in a Llose Icmt v;]!.ag:e
community, ?

- The first story’ dacs not teH
‘dig what ‘cansed the brawl be-
tiveen- Nicholag and - Adam.
Could. it havabeen over Chris-
tina? Did" Tohn. -the chaplain

_one’of more inflienceé’ do the

causé. - he :could . not. ﬁﬂ‘ht'
Qz“(mqt the de’ é:oltoqs.

L,
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; I of -Lake Cottage, Stockwell
Heath, to submjt one of her late busband’s pictures of old

It shows a butcher’s shop which no longer exists, near

_the Greybound, with Ted Meddings in the doorway. On

the ‘left; is the smithy and:. Reading Room pictured in

" closé-upin ‘our feature, and: peeping out from behind the:
ancient trees in the centre are two of the Williscroft Place.

Cgll(tpn s listed buildings - |

COLTON
HIGH STREE]
m (920

_Rue Times 2( N0V 1970

houses: which were also pictured. N '
The gardens are at the front in this row, hence the
washing on the line (there was washing on a line'in our
picture alsol). ’ . .
The date is not known, but the Flashback is obviously . ]
about 50 years-old, from the days when it was the custom
for. butchers to hang their meat in the fresh air to keep
it- cool and fresh—a .custom which died out only in thé:. -

1930's, with the general ,introductipn of refrigerators. =




In the picture above are some
~of the tenants of Brown's Row,
Cnlton, home of the Myatt fam-
- ily lor nearly K oentury. g

iBROWN'S ROWI Coiton consisting of ﬁve houses was’ f
_christened Myatt’'s Row just before the last war:
because every house was occupied by someone belonging
to the Myatt family. The Myatts are still very much in
evidence .there,. three- of . the houses still being in their
occupation.:’ 'I'helr ancestors ﬁrsl; moved into the row nearly
ackubary agg: s, Ji Mrs, V. Collins, who lives at Heath
8 -
mgggggﬂrﬂfﬁi.er“?ﬁih&;:&ﬂ%hlg way, Colton, with her four children.
livés with his-wife and daughter at | . MT- gym thinks that s grand.
No. 2, "Brown's Row. -~ On either E%ﬂ%{} O ko IR Eox
side.of him live: his daughter and | ¥ fag 1ved in the village for
many years.
_twlﬁgfgrgg;te;ngﬂgg @ﬁ“{%"i‘qé’“ He and his brother were born at
8150 Nias & family of twor. Mr. ana ggéugieg%d fils andles and aunts
. ous . 0O
Mrs. Myatt have a third daughter, | ¢ relatives worked at Rugeloy
Tanyard, but he ‘and his brother
were sheet metal workers at a fac-
tory near Trent Valley Station. Mr.
Myat{ worked .there for 28 years,
and for the remaining 25 years of
his working nre was a council road-|
worker, - -

‘Few of the Myatts have ever ieft
Colton and as there are at present
eight grandchudren of Mr., and
Mrs. Myatt senior living in the vil-
lage, it seems likely thab the name
will be in evidence for many years
to.come.




- BELLAMOUR FALL
( ()/Zf ™ -—/r '/' /

appuar-; that Lultun
¢ Hall-was 5old to Sir. Walte
ZA ,s(nn*fur £16,000 :shortly
efbre’(llc dca{h uf Slr

He died childless'in © It appears t(hat lier
‘1724, and as-there were no ; - sister, who married: Mr;¥
‘direct ‘heirs the. hall? + John Thomas: Harland}
‘passed to-the daughters of 1 also lived at lhe dgerfor
- James, the 5th Lord Aston, © ~ most of her:life "
‘and the’ eldest of these, " In 1884 Mrs. Harla
“Mary, married a. Sir’. then a widow, tl’(!tlt‘l]
. Walter Blout in 1766, -’ - eight - almshouses in-

Sir‘'Walter — one of 'hisi*, * Colton in mentory of Mis§., &
or'In Spain. and 1 ancestors is mentioned in‘ : Oldlmm " N ”‘
Sence the younger | Shakespeare's “Henry V™ ““Mr. Horsfall; an MP for'
rs of the Astun1 — became Lord of (IIE Y Liverpool, made consi

Manor of Colton. . =] domblo alterations to the:!
At some time the upper>'' hall and was a bmlel’aclor |
{ storey of Bellamour Hall . to the village.: i
|'had been removed and the 2! He built a village &.clwul
1 old stone used to make (lle"“. ¢ -in 1862,:presumably (o re:
-| boundary:“wall.. Butrb‘;se‘; -place- the-one run by Miss;-_ £

n lhe 16405 llu‘ hall
irnt.down - through-,

,,. e
ls:rgf‘%ir::;%s?:lfvi :?lfvcr L and uu(hmlse Swere: s Oldham, and gave land for -
3 ' addctl o :.a village:burial ground:

built, - - i g
E*Aslons Toxi comal: 3The Blouts al‘;o Imtl pros a% :g‘ll:::“\gil?;‘i;::“hall was ‘also -

it he ' perty. in “Worcestershire, -
iﬁ?l%";‘?fcx,?ﬁr::ﬁﬂ,‘. but after Sir Walter's: | By 1880 M’ Horsefall
o udeath in’1785 Lady Blout¥:| had died, but his widow "
& bly;could not affordito Mrs. Lucy Horsfall con
{-rebuild;the old hall. . spent most of her “"“‘ at:. y con:.
T Butithe Astons' lihks . Bellamour. > _,_‘llm.;;:dhlo I(}ve Ilnilhel:lali s
TLwith’ Qolton remained,tbe- |- In'1796 she ha(l.lsvcund "-‘1’5“0 er eal ‘ n-about?

. cause +inz1638' Sir. Walter, hal] built for her second Mrs. llorsfall 16t Bel: |
Hihad¥ given land -at B«fl-*"i son.-Edward, and he:al- © ‘lamour to a relatiye, ~
Amour to his'son Herbert.”  tered the: new. hallZeonsi- - Henry Leeke Horsfall, Y&
Herbert built’ the Tiist - derably, bullding ‘4 ‘new-; Bvryl!)'iz it had been’ ilc» ;
lfé Beéllamour 'Hall — ghe . wingontoit. llsocmsLa:lv ‘molished,. but* ‘Henr

Astonsadonot appear 1o /- Blout movtdjuto;tm- now . Leeke llumfall alJPian ;

2haveybeen;very well BEf, 3 chiel‘ landowner in Colton; "
t'-h& is said to haves Presumably Her eldest . “continued {o'be describéd”

) _ mson,;Walterinherited.the - 55
th ‘the’help.of - friendsz - old hall, but thereé does not 1 as

It:was:said (o have hcon\‘ ¢ appear to be any record of * ‘ d hall
foithis'reason that the.  hjs- life and the new hall;- laslcdfquite 'few years -
i '.lon er, although derelict;":
.and part of; the ruim ¢till i
remain.. 5ok

2= French for ‘good lovis;
i%Sir'Walter Aston dieillin
39,;and. was- succeeded

LR Jumes Oltlham Oldham 5
owho lived “there with“his’;

fa}nll I Ortuu(-.
‘llgf{ Y-
n

l%(;c]:‘e c:lp‘ilji cﬁ'ﬂit:in\ -_-’famil\nl'or many. years.:

e de e L AN iy »

one ‘of* “.“., lasl royalist -Miss,.l!_.llep.()ldham-rm q /L”\%(j J/-/ J;‘,—,f("rfm//
5 mngholds torbe: lalu-nl hv e 1 ’

T0] ell’s forces. . 3

Vi son& it
Bﬁ 850 ?

{e:\ / (?lg‘// rmex
3@'@/};4«&' /957
7
/s'p/off(

perly ‘was’ ~h0ught ib)
“Thomas Berry Horsefali
who added considerablyl
{ -

er sbld'{o pay fines.”
658 he  Lold :tilte:
nod-Culton ll.all anclna'

_lmueq ‘o live ate Bo!
‘lamour. Lodge, built.by the
judgesiin 1851 for his.y
'(Iaughl(_rs. until she dio(l,‘.
in 18830 . :

Son’ of lho.hrsl"
of Collun llalll -

wlv dvuidiug b(.(‘umin :
xediup in' the®*Popls
-.1080 for wllit:

) o "
?i vkyan’ ucli\rc'part in _*
2 ColtonSaffulrs, being an |
overseer of the puur anda
r@:@llurq_h“farden

i
mlGlD. !$ir -G u_ry,.e

d S(,!suy vjm, SONG
b a th

s, /{(“g ,(/ / / A/ ";“a/t/l LG"
g“i\/n cv’{'f(\e///c?,of'

1<y




COATON Loules
wn 1926

T o = .5 Ma;,;iﬁ“f?mnu eley Times, -

- Guides at
Ouk Edge neur Mlltord

' Doroﬂw .Iones (also
living at Colton), Eva
‘| Jones (Hednesford),-
| Brown Ow! Mi l

‘| Thomlins,

-'Commissioner N
1 Maud _OIdhqm.‘_____-_
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COLTOW; RAILWAY

COTTAGES

Collon Rodd .

~ The Rugeley Itmes, datur:

PHOTO - FLASHBACK . . .

o A
FFHE last word in housing in 1907, this digni-

fied row of railway cottages built' near Trent
Valley Station  was glorified in the  unofficial
name of Fog Cottages. They were $o named
because they were occupied by permanent way

maintenahce men who would be called out
whenever fog descended, and detonators had

_to be laid near signals. The craftsmen in the
picture worked on the construction of the
houses and also apparently on the nearby stable
block, for scaffolding can be seen on the left,
The picture was lent by retired railway worker
Mr. G. T. Morris, of Hagley. Road, Rugeley.
See Spectator's Notes for information sent in
by readers about last week’s picture.

Nev 26% (766 p >

%m /»éré o tleclin

w 1907



‘time it was said
-to:have 80 ' rooms, 52. of

[ " them bedrooms.

Sir. Walter served.as

ibassador’in Spain, and {'

his'absence the younger .|
embers of the Aston. | .

amil: apnoar to have:y

1 llmc at ]

.'*Astons lost consi-
ible money during: the -
Civil War, and prosu--
mably;could not affordito *
rébuild the old hall.: |
‘But the Astons™ lihks
with‘Colton remained,be- |
cause-in 1638 Sir. Walter
ad'given land ‘at Bdl--
mour to hisson Herbert.
Herbert built' the fisst
Bellamour Hall — the -
Astons.do not appear 1o
h very well bff, 4
said to lme o

It was:said to have beon'\

r this reason that the:

'hal] ‘was called'Bellamour
F 3

the' defence of Lichfigld,
wne’of ‘the last royalist
mngholds to: he takoni by

he Yernon family.
nd:the feud between th
Yhut - died.

1
"Hagley Park;
died in167

ntim
other: Horber(
pn of the: flrsl

i B I
owly: dvoiding becomin
mlxed up in the"Popish

t 1680 for whicl

-d \

Colton',af[airs, bcmg an -
erseer of the uour and
urchwarden..;: <

i 111724, and as-there were no -

p |
James, the 5th Lord Aston, * -
‘and the’ eldest of these,"
: Marv.-
- Walter Blout.in'1766.

ancestors'is'mentioned ‘i
Shakespeare's “Henry IV""

Manor of Colton.

i storey of Bellamour Hall
{-*had been removed and the -
°| oldstone used to make the ™
~{ boundary:'wall. Butresses

“iand outhouses
uddcd St

« derably,’ building ‘anew-

nd furnished)it o

was now known as ‘Be
1: A <

: iln about 1824 to a retired:

: ' a day school for-girls i in th

‘Thomas ‘Berry’Horsefall 0

"He'died childless®in

married a. Sir..

Sir'Walter — one of hisi '

became Lord of the -

At some time the upper 155

W(.‘I"(" !

“The, Blouts also haﬂ pro:

pcrlv in_ Worcestershire,
“but after Sir Walter
- death in 1785-Lady Blou
‘spent most of ‘her llmc ati:|
- Bellamour, -

-~ In‘1796 she had asecond
hall built for her second
/son Edward, and he al-
‘tered the new: hall consi- -.

wingontoit. It seems Lady -
 Blout:moved: mto the now_-
‘halls <

mably 'er eldest ;
:s0m,; Walter inherited the

oy

appear to be any record of
his:life and the i new hall

" Edward B]oui.-'whi; ﬂléd‘_ ;
in:1843, sold the pmpeﬂvt'.

~judge * named ¥
am, -

: Miss Ellen O-Itfhaln'ran :

old hall from. 1829 -
i ' - 0l

- whoadded considerably to.
the estate. - .. i
- But: Miss. Oidham co

i l1nued to live at-Bel-. .

vlamour.Lodge, builtby the -,
]udge iin 1851 for his
daughtcrs. untll she dwdﬂ

“sister, ' who married
= John'Thomas: Ha

‘o eight
“Colton in memory of Mis§
-Oldham

. *to the village.

‘in’ 1862, presuma

~lamour to'a relative,._{

- molished,,
'ii Leeke Horsfall,’a‘JP:an
+ chief landowner in Colton;
* continued to'he: described. .
‘< as Lord of the Manoi unul

© old hall, but there does not - | aslate as 1940,

*,longer, although derelic
.-and part or the ruing’ Sll"

BELL-AMOLR. FIALL

Collon —/1.9;5)},

then a-widow, erected -
.almshouses . i

'LTvcrpool m.nde consix g

derable alterations to the:,
hall and was a ber!_gfacto

‘He built a v1|la§é school i
ly:tor
place:the one run by Mis

- Oldham, and gave land for "
“.a village:;burial ground:

- The village lall was also
; built by him.

‘By 1880 Mr’ 'uorsefan

“had died, but his. widow

Mrs. Lucy Horsfall con-

1. tinued to'live in the hall
"until her death in. aboul i
.. 1920..

‘Mrs. Horsfall 1eft.Bel- |

Henry Leeke Horsfall.
By 1932 it had been’ d
but chr

Jlasted: quite a‘few years

remain.. L

I-t‘f% J’/ J(-?rrc"(:?f m/f
?j‘ g’é’/ ?E;n ex
20 M/Z’Jz ciprrer (982
ppio-I1

Fhots ///A, Bredbred
(?a”"h/m Aeﬁpgf//gp’p

|




.....-—
Colton ILcdge (waht), “a
well-proportioned mid-19th
century villa set in a large
garden  amongst mature
trees ” is at present having
a mnew roof to extend its
Jife. = Above it are the ©
former smithy buildings and
‘the entrance to the moder-
‘nised village hall, formerly .
‘known as the Reading
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COLTON 1n (887 EVENTS
Queen Viclrias Tibrlee-

21/77.5 PS

e r B ST e )

i.;!.-f_) s

To celebrate 1he grounds in from‘ of_-;_zboblﬁi’:s’ ken by Mr.
' Golden Jubilee of Colton House : . Frederic Bonnev It
Queen Victoria there : wasJune?] 1387 e

' was a massive party  This souvenir DIC-" =
. for wl!ugers of Col- ture of The mqrquee = The plcfure w_c_:s
“ton, gi : the _ “the Iem bv MISS Radf rd: |

R e ST L = SRR




; Pocal poit at ﬂ]Q end :
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CALLERS AT INN
IGORED CANOES it

IV CAR PARK!

LLOWING moré heavy r'ain‘éJt‘t.he week-end, low-lylng

roads and large areas of adjacent land
d, causing: considerable

area remained flood

In some areas, detours had

pedestrianis where roads ‘had” b
_ were roads at
Ridware, and near King’s Bromley,

seriously affected

in the Rugeley
_ inconvenience.
to. bé made by drivers and

ome impassable. Most
Colton; Bishton, Hill

The licensee of the Roebuck Tnn, i,

Wolseley Road, told e “Times"”
that the River Trent, about 30 or
40 vards from the Inn, flooded into
 his cat park turing the week-end. '

On Sunday morning canoeists
spotted the inn from the river, felt
thirsty, and were able to paddle
their canoes right up to the park.
They secured their canoes among

the cars, had a drink, and then |

transferred their craft to . the
nearby canal to continue their
jom_'ne,v, ;

No_water entered the  inn, but
-Mr. Hall interids to have the car
park walled in an attempt.to pre-
vent any future incursion. He said
it was the first time he had seen
| boats tied up in the car park.

. Moreton Brook, Colton, over-
flowed and covered the road on the
Colton side of the bridge. Drivers
of vehicles had to proceed with
great caution, and some decided
not to venture through the flood.
The flooding, however, was not so
serious in this area as it was on
the previous Sunday. : ;

Traffic turned back

Mrs. R. P, Martin, of Bellamour
Lodge Farm, said a diversion sign
was put up outside her home be-
cause of flooding on the Bellamour
to Bishton Road. Water was 16
Inches deep in places and the worst
point was under the railway bridge
whti{re practically- all traffic turned
back. .

At HIll Ridware there was flood-
ing at the top of Wade Lane, and
Common Corner was also under
water. . Peo;l)(le - from . Handsacre
saw traffic taking the King's Brom-
ley turn off the Handsacre-Hill
Ridware Road. The road towards
King’s ‘Bromley was flooded for
several hundred yards.

Rugeley Fire Brigade was called
on. Saturday morning to pump
waler from the cellar of a house at
Armitage. e

: Telephones a.ffeeted

There were telephone delays on
Saturday as a result of the' floods
and for a time
“ration” callg a:
transact their business. as
as possible. They booked calls and
rang subscribers back as soon as
they had a line clear. Most of the
calls were put through Hednesford
exchange,

Faults occurred at Little' Hay-

ask callers ta

FLOODS

R

its

The Rugeley area had
share of flood havoe. A typical
scene was the one pictured
above. The driver of a heavy

lorry is picking. his - way

cg)erat,ors had to'
n

which was not affected..

uickly

wood and Yoxall, which cut normal

communications between Rugeley,
Stafford and Uttoxeter districts.

.
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- Licence

for daily bus

service to Colton

fl‘HE'Green Bus Company’s application for a licence to

run a daily bus service between Colton and Rugeley
was granted this week by the Transport Commissioners. '
They will introduce the extra service on January 11, 1961,
- the day on which the schools re-open.

The extra service is the result;

of negotiations opened by Coun-
cillor T, E. Cowlishaw, to get a
better bus service for the village.

The Birmingham and Midland
Omnibus Company, which was
approached with the suggestion
that some of the Stafford-Colwich-
Rugeley buses should deviate via
Bishton Lane to give Colton a
service at RBellamour Corner, re-
jected the proposal and stated
that they would not oppose any
other company’s appiication.

The Green Bus Company will
run a bus from Rugeley to Colton
at 8-45 a.m. returning from Colton
to Rugeley at 8-53 a.m., Mondays
to Pridays. They will also run
from Rugeley at 4 p.m, and relurn
from Colton at 4-10 p.m.

These are in addition to the
existing services on Tuesdgys.
Wednesdays, Thursdays and’ Sai-

3.12.60

eranted il

urdays, and are designed to be of
particular benefit to  school-

children,

ik O



CoLToN

1460

The Rugeley Times, Saturday, June 11, 1960.
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Rustic seat or
enjoyment of
Colton cottagers

YHE business of Colton Village Produce Guild was

interrupted on Thursday of last week for the members

to take part in a pleasing ceremony. They made their way

to Oldham Cottages, takihg with them the rustic seat,

purchased by the Guild for the use of elderly people living |

in the cottages. The seat was handed over to Mr. Maurice
Williscroft, one of the trustees.

A cine film of the presentation ;

was made by Mr. J.
members are looking forward to
seeing this

during the winter
evenings.

At the meeting, which was held
in the Reading Room, Mr. J. H.

A. Best, and

Toy presided and welcomed Mr.
Ralph + Edwards, of Rodbaston
Farm Institute, who gave an

instructive and interesting talk on
“The growing and care of
tomatoes.” He answered members’
questions, and was thanked by Mr.
T. Preston.

Business

matters discussed

for an
a, nursery. af|

included arrangements
evening outing to
Kimber on June 24, i
Miss D. M. Jones asked those
who were entering for the best
kept garden competition, to be
held in July, to inform her as
soon as possible. She said that
vegetable and flower gardens
would be judged separately. {
The Best Kept Village Competi-
tion was discussed at length and
it was decided that if the weather
was suitable, the time of the next
meeting should be spent in tidying|
one or two, parts of the village.
The competition for the even-
ing, was an arrangement of
flowers in a basin. Mr. Edwards
judged the exhibits and awarded
the prize to Mys, B. M. Ravens-
croft.
Tea hostesses were Mrs. M. E.
Hibbs and Mrs. Ravenscroft.

5

Three occupiers of Oldhams
Cottages, Colton, try out the
new rustic seat presented by
the Village Produce Guild.
Mr. M. Williscroft, seen on
the left, received the seat as
a trustee of the Cottages.
Looking on are the members
of the Guild who inter-
rupted their meeting to
attend the handing over of
the seat.
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into eight self-contained

The almshouses have been main-;
tained by the Elizabeth Harland
Almshouse Charity, having been
built towards the end of last cen-
tury on the site of the old Bell
Inn for members of the Church of
England. ;

e Intention of the benefact-
ress was to make it convenient for
elderly people to attend divine ser-
vice at the Parish Church. and the
trustees were to be the rector and
churchwardens fa the time being.
Accordingly, .thef present trustees
are the Rev. A. S. Tow.son, Mr. B.
Bettson and Mr.sM. Williscroft,

By a judicious rearrangement of
interior walls, the conversioff {of:
.the almshouses will provide eal
flat with a sitting room and bed-
room, a kitchen complete with
sink unit, electric cooker and hot
and cold water, and a self-con-
tained kathroom.

Most of the £4,000 has already.
been provided for, chiefly through;
the receipt of an Exchequer con-
tribution which was available for
Trusts which constitute themselves
into housing associations, as the
' Golton trust has done.:

MODERNISATION OF |
COLTON ALMSHOUSES |
WILL COST £4,000

'PISHE conversion of the eight Oldham Almshouses at Colton

flats, at a total cost of about

£4,000, is proceeding satisfactorily. .Simultaneously, work is
being done to modernise Elm Cottage, the ‘house provided
for the headmaster of Colton Church School.

accounted’ for by grants from
Lichfield Rural uncil and the
Colwich Parish Lands Trust.
-The rector Informed the “Times”
that the‘trustees have received a
great deal of help in this project
from the. National Association of

é&lrgshoqses and from the archi-
ect. S e {
- Elm' Cottage, the school house

is also being modernised by the
same trustees before the new head-
master takes 11\1‘1;3 residence.

At present Mr. D. E. Waters and
his wife- and two-years-old son,
Kevin, are being accommodated by
Mrs. Taylor at Manor Farm.

~About £1,000 is being spent on
the ‘house, some of which will be
provided: hL_an improvement grant
obtained - through Lichfield Rural
Council, but the “Times” is inform-
edvbi-e.the rector that there will
not - be *a _public appeal for the
balance of the money needed.

" “ The "balance is largely being

274
Cottages .

are brought
up to dalte

fI'"HE VEN. B. STRATTON,

Archdeacon of Staflord,
was present on Thursday of last
week at the service of re-
dedication of Oldham’s Cottages,
Colton, following their con-
version and modernisation at
a cost of £4,000. |

At the church service which
preceded the re-dedication, the
archdeacon compared the story of
the Good Samaritan with the
gesture of goodwill towards the
elderly people living in Oldham's
Cottages in attempting to give
them as much comfort as possible
in their homes.

The Rector, the Rev. A, 8.
Towlson, announced that, owing to
the change in the weather there
would not be a formal procession,
as planned, with the choir leading.
He asked the people to make their
way informally to the cottages.

After the re-dedication ceremony
the Archdeacon was introduced to
each of the occupanlts. He also
inspected the improvements at the
gf&r' b\\-'hm-c a.] lawn gmd been laid

Yy members of the Vill
Produce Guild. Ny
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'SCENE IS CHANGING -
ROUND COLTON’S
OLD DUN COW

COLTON is a village of contradictions. In spite of being
a pre-Domesday village, much older than Rugeley, the

most outstanding buildings

to be seen today are fine

Regency houses. No longer can be seen the thatch and a
number of the very old houses, but the squat-towered
church, with its list of rectors from 1086, stands as firm

This entrance is by means of a
hump-backed bridge ‘over Moreton
Brook, which causes numerous
floods in the rainy season. By the
side of the' bridge, however, is a
ford and on Tuesday there were
cart ruts to be seen in the muddy
approaches. Someone disdains the
bridge .as a new invention!

Its only public hall is called a
reading room, built no doubt dur-
ing the last century when young
apprentices and labourers = were
encouraged to read and to attend
literary institutes, Now it is used
principally for dances, whist drives,
concerts and meetings.

In the grounds of the Manor
Farm can .be seen Elizabethan
chimneys'— gaunt remains of the.
former manor farm. A few new
houses have been built on the site
of older habitations; and then there
is the Dun Cow, Colton's ancient
village inn,

New village

A new village is rising fast in:

the Dun Cow area, for Heathway
is occupied by a batch of rural
type council houses, and on the
road to Stockwell Heath a number
of private houses are going up,
The Dun Cow
century and part 18th. ‘There are

lovely old Tudor beams in the bar, .
which also contains a ‘baker’s oven '
near the fireplace, .though the’

latter is a comparatively modern
one replacing a large range.

The smokeroom was formerly a
general store until alterations were
made between the wars. At present
a small store occupies the side

portion of the premises, together

is part 16th i

i as ever at the entrance to the village.
! i T
with the * outdoor ” department.

It is this store which the present
licensee, Mrs. R. Boycott, wishes to
enlarge by moving the licensed
section to the front of the house,
in order that she may better cater
for the needs of the growing com-
munity at this end of the village.

It was reported at last week’s
Licensing Sessions that the
Justices had already approved
alterations to the servery, but this
work had not been carried out.

The proposed alterations are now
to include those necessary to
accommodate a separate general
store at the side, with a bar in the
front hall serving smokeroom, bar
and outdoor customers together,

. A corner of the bar in

COLT ON !-

‘ Colton’s anclent inn, ﬂi_e_buri Cow, Stand.
Ing is Mr. R, Boycott, whose mother is licensee.  The picture = -
. _r.right) gives a close-up of the new development that is taking -

MORE HOUSIE

e o

=2\

= place above High Street.
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- Pilot makes forcec
~ landing in field
FARMWORKERS removed part of _a-‘ﬁleldge m a ﬁleld_n‘ear‘

" Colton - on Tuesday ‘to prepare a “runway ” for a small
Chipmunk aircraft which had made a forced landing the

previous day near Hamley House Farm, Colton. ‘The pilot"

taxied into position near the farmhouse and made a _p"erfect '

take off.

The previous afternoon two
farmworkers, Mr, D. Goodall and
Mr. R, Bannister, were working: in
a field when they saw the Cfﬂp-
munk begin, to circle overhedd.

Mr. Goodall said that when the
plane came down the "pilot made

| for a clover field, but a wheel hit

.8 concealed free stump, “ Tt then
came straight for us, but the pilot
saw'us and swerved. He then made
. perfect landing,” said Mr.
Goodall. ; o

The 'Chipmunk landed un-

'damaged about 30 yards from the

workmen, .
Training flight
The pilot, 21 years-old cadet. pilot

‘Neville de Villiers, of the Oxford.
University Air Squadron, -R.AF.,
‘V.R., went to Mr. I, H. Bannister's

farmhouse to walit for transport. He
explained that he had been on a.
training * flight from. Hulavington
in Wiltshire, On the return he ran
into a storm and lost his way. He
requested.. instructions' but - intar-
ference was had-due to'the storm.
He then ran out of fuel and had to
land, At that time he was-heading
for Shawbury airfield,- and when |
his fuel ran out he had no alter-
native but to attempt ‘a forczd
landing. Se e M A T
He commented: "It was lucky I
was nof over a town.” e

1958
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picture above is seen one
w standard lamps at
is sited near a road

('OLTON villagers no lon
street after dark, for

another, means, however,

Pa;ish Council.

altogether necessary,
 When it was first suggested
that Colton should have
 Street lighting the question
of the cost involved ' was
immediately. ‘argued, - and
even parish councillors were
divided “in their . attitude
towards the project.

Some said street lights were
essential no matter what the cost
might be; others argued that the
cost to the ratepayers would be too
heavy a burden, The Rural Council
was asked to submit' estimates of
the cost of lighting. the village
and several plans were draf
and discussed. 2

As the months passed the rival
factions in the village came to be
known as the pro-lightists and the
anti-lightists. ; H

Those who campaigned for street
lighting' maintained that,. in
modern. times. some - system of

lighting that was not too costly or
impracticable could be devi_sed.

Too costly

Others held to the'r belief that
the scheme would be too expensive
Some of the “diehards” protested
that lighting was an unneccessary
expense that the council should not

enlertain. P
in the darkened

Every wintar,
road of the village, residents used
powerful torches ever}r time they
stepped beyond their font doors/
Finally, however, a bagis of agree-
ment - was reached among the
parish councillors, and a reviseq
scheme was submitted by the Rural
Council. : nod

Reason for delay

The lights were due to be in-
stalled last September, but they
Were not switched on before the

ger grope their way along the main
public lighting, which has been a
controversial topic for some years,
The re-siting of one of the lights,
that the subject of public lighting
‘has not yet entirely'qisappeared from the agenda of the

- Five lamps have so far been
and local residents who have
- street lighting now share a feeling of satisfaction. There
~are some, however, who still feel that bublic lighting is not

‘required on the brick bridge over

L

has now been installed.
and the provision of yet

provided for the village,
persistently agitated for

middle of November.

The reason for the delay was
explained to memherfc of the Parish
Council by the clerk, Mr., o
Ravenscroft,  at “their meeting in
the Reading Room last week.

The heavy demand for brackets
and columns at the start of the
lighting season. had held up the
installation of Colton’s five street
lights, said Mr, . Ravenscroft,.

The council discussed g light
which' has been erected at the
entrance to Heath Way,
decided to ask Lichfield Rural
Council to mcve-{t. to another site
near Mr. H. Challinor's house be-
fore next winter,

A sixth light, parish councillors
have been informed is to be erected
on the main road near the Trent
Valley railway station, but before
this can be done it will be necessary
for the Electricity — Authorit
to enter into an agreement with
the GP.O,

Councillors = expressed the hope
that the provision of this light will
be carried out as soon ag possible,

The clerk informed the council,
that the Colton Parish Land Trust
had decided to pay for the work

beacon to
but say the villagers, they are too

Colton, said
a big help. We have waited for them

the Moreton Brook. Iron railings
are to. be erected and certain re.

Junctions

pairs carrfed out on the brides,

over which there is a public right-
of-way,

Members were told that collec-
tions in the village on behalf of
the Hungarian Refugees Fund had
raised £37. st R

“A beacon ”

Colton  residents told  the
"Rugelefr Times” this week that
street lighting had made an im-

provement,
needed.
Five lamps have been installed in
the village and they provide a
aim for in the darkness,

but ‘more lamps were

widely scattered to be of real value
r. N. Myatt, of 8, Heathway,
! “They are, of course,

long enough, but we could do with

more, Still, it is better to have five

than none at gll, and they do light
and awkward spots.




COLTON ~EASTER MonDA'
(EVEWTS) WALKIN & MATCH

oy

FLASHBACK skt 197k
Former ._Colton il P9,
blacksmith =~ Tommy
Ravenscroft ~ pictured
.strldmg out r_nore than

3

P :
are Bill “‘Steamer’’Pres- |
ton and Alvert Devaile.. -

‘.I'he Were,

plctu res




COLToN, CHRISTIAS
(Evewrs)  jory .

.

been lent by .Mr. Meddings
“who supplies as. many name
They include the following:

, Am '
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cocTow - PEOPLE
and GREY Houw D INN
(9305~

posed ;
Greyhound': . ]
40 years ago. G

-'-'Qharl_le Presjqn of 8 :

onlyr member of th _group |
ivin end:_':

is his




COLTON
PEOPLIE. HORSFALL FROILY

(Bodtawiin Hall)

Rug. Times 19% F2 8 /97|._2_
S TR e e TR
G'-oin'g" i b’a'c"k

.typlcal Vlctorlan'-'._
:portralt shows the omate
{ dress of the Iadles of those_

ldays. Not to be Outdone,-
|the man of the family
| sports hxs tOpper of
great size — for this pic-
| tute by a London phot
| grapher.

1t is of the second ~Mrs.
| Horsfall and her family,
later of Bellamour Hall,
and has been Ient by MlSS'
D, Landor. o

Sérv&nts'
¥ Thls hall wa:
taken down and transpor
_ted to America in -the
early’ 1920s. Remains of
the older Bellamour hall
still remain in the park,
 which is now farmed by
Mr. ] C. Prlce

P




PEOPLE
COLTON-(BELLAMOUR HALLD
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 DIGGING UP A RELIC

COLTON parish councillors
have unearthed a boulder
believed to be 600 million years
old.

Their spadework and dlggmg
for the lost relic pald off.

It was known by the

councillors that there were

originally four boulders at the

corners of a hump-back bridge

. crossing the village stream.
- But one had disappeared

from sight . . . and a hunt was

started by the council.

After cutting back weeds and
grass they uncovered the lost
stone.

No-one really knows why the

- boulders were positioned on the

corners of the bridge, which

- leads into the tiny v1llage

But one theory is that

- because the stones were light in -

colour, they helped horse and
cart drivers cross the bridge in

~ the dark.

Clerk to the council, Mrs.
Irene Brown, said they held a
site. meeting, did a bit of
‘poking around’ and soon
found the missing stone.

The search was stérted when
Miss D. Landor, president of

ANDHOW!

Society, pointed out that one

stone had disappeared and the

others were in danger of being
buried.

The parish council now plans
to raise the buried stone and
clear earth and overgrown grass

- from around the others.

Rugeley’s Local

Rigeley Times 9% P2 197,
Stone Age

Coltons four memher

“amily of Ice Age stones
- was reunited last Friday.

While four of the parlsh

councillors ~ with  their
clerk pbndered the
problem of the ‘missing

fourth.’ in pouring rain at
the village's hump backed
bridge, Councillor Mrs. A.

P. Ball worked some of
the soil away with her
boot at the corner where

the stone should have
rested. Somethmg sohd'
was felt. :

Surprlse surprlse 5
.and it was not long nefore

- Councillor G. Sanders had

removed all doubt

Well almost. The trou-
ble is, we now have a pre-

___tender to the throne. Two

village boys — Jonathan | i

‘Derry and Tony James —

claim they have found the |
true stone in a field

between the bridge and

Trent Valley rallway sta-.
fion. = -

Who can guess ‘what
fresh agonies of doubt thlS l
will arouse? *
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Should

be numbered ?

Colton Parish Councﬂ has been asked how it feels
about numbering houses in the village. And at their
meeting on Monday members decided to ask Lichfield
Rural Council, the body which posed the question,
whether numbering is compulsory by law.

Members heard that houses
in one half of the village had
no numbers at all. They were

asked to discuss the possibility

of changmg the name of the
main: street to mcerpora:.e
"Upper or “Lower.” ;

CounmllorA v Hardcasﬂe.

“chairman, said he could see
“no difficulty at all and felt the

-houses should be numbered.:
He said that in Rugeley some |

years ago householders were
sent a circular advising them
- that if they did not number
their homes the council would._
do it and charge them. !

Counelllor G. Sanders asked
if numbering was compulsory

by law, and Councillor Mrs.

M. S. Toy said she could
understand
urban. area, wh;ch Colton was
not.

The chmrman pomted out |-

that the move to number

houses was an attempt to ease.

the postal and Ioeal authority’s
situation:
I-Ie sald lhdt many houses

Colton |
main _road
to have

new name

What is in a name? At
' Colton, quttc a lot. Half the
village’s main street — the

Jower half — is to be named |

the parish

Bellamour Way,
council
top half of the road? That
will continue to be known as
High Street.

The re-christening is plan-
ned because of a move to
number houses and so ease
postal and- local authority
situations. In Colton at pres- |
ent some houses are humbered
and some are not these

are known by names, such as|

Laburnum Cottage.

Residents will be able
retain house

1in the village already had

the move in an

Colton |

had such pecuhar ‘names it
was difficult to even write
some of them and stressed
that residents could retain

house mxght alse be
numbered :
ithe : s;‘ma:‘m
“tossed  back”

should “be
to Lichfield

few vears ago this authority

houses in the village. It was
“a bit late in the day” to
pose the question of number-
ing houses because half those

them, he said.

Councillor F. Hardcastle felt
‘the parish council would be
wise in con‘ndermg a move

(D Ty

their house name even though |
|- their -

"Rural Council. He said that a |

had numbered some of the|

which might serve a useful
purpose to the pubhc and fto |
_mduqtly

coLron

Pay. Times, IhAUE 197) =

has agreed, And the |

10:|=

names =l

My reply has been At
Apsley House Corner”™ (i.e.
where  the  road leading

through the willage divides;

the left arm proceeding up:

the village and the right arm
leading — wia Hollow Lane

and Bank Top — to Blithbury.

and the Ridwares.)
Their dext question has
been “If that is so, would

- Sir,—Seeing the report in your issue of August 7, that
the question of naming the road through the lower

half -of the village of Colton had not yet been settled, |
brings to my mind the one or two occasions over the
years when I have been asked by someone in an
official position if I could say where High Street begins. |

you know of any name for the

road  running through

the ¢
lower part of the village,” to

which I have replied in the i

neﬁatne

I am pleased that

this |

matter is under consideration |
as [ think it will be a great |

convenience to be able to re-

fer to this lower road by name |

not to be in too big a hurry

land I feel it is a good thing |
| Holly Cottage,

in :a-rri-v'ine at a decision as the |

name will, of course, want to
he a permanent one,

Of the one or
I have heard
would not favour “ Bellamour
Way " as now and then one
might meet people unfamiliar
with the locality asking for
Bellamour when they
want * Bellamour Wa\f” and

two names

really

suggested 1

vice versa. Nor would I choose

“ Lower High Street" as the

word “ High” applied to the

rather low-lying road between

| the school and Apsley House

Corner (which I take it is the
section under consideration)
would be an incongruity.

My own suggestion would
be “Lower Way” which
would contrast well with ad-
joining ‘“High Street’” and
would not cause confusion, Ot
does this prompt others to
put forward their idea of a
more suitable name and add

to the interest in the subject? .
Cecil J. Ravenscroft -

(former clerk for many -

years 1o Colton Parish -

Council).

43, High Street, e

Colton, ‘near Rugeley

/22l
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Colton

road

scheme
start

At urgent much-needed

~The work Has been passed: | |
by Staffordshire Roads and
Bridges Committes. — —
A petition sizned by 263
| local residents last year,
pressed for the work to be
done as soon as possible, and
~ the parish council also” urged
“an early start on the scheme. |
-~ The work will extend aloag |-
High Street from its junction |
with Bellamour Road, to the |+

“scheme. to cost more than

north. There are hardly any
footpaths and’ the road is
flanked by high banks without
any refuge or roadside verse.

;.-  Four trees will have fo
: felled.

1 Improvements are also pro-
" posed for Heathway.

_be-

" Road widening. costing
£44,000 at -Colton could
turn the village’s main road
into a “ death trap,” local
people were warned on
Friday last. =

“At the moment the road
is a death trap and vehicles
will only go faster after the

improvements,” Mrs, K.
Haynes told the parish
assembly. -

She made the comment

[ Bpri? 1972 =

o

after the chairman of the
parish  council,  Councillor
Mrs. M. S. Toy, had told the

| meeting that work on road

improvement scheme should
be started this year. :

Mrs. Haynes, calling for a
30 miles per_hour speed limit
to be imposed along Main
Road and Heath Way, said

| many small children lived in

End-of-year

~ target for

R Al
— All the land needed to en-
able Colton High Street im-
provement plan to be started
has now been purchased, it
was said at Colton Parish
1C(mm:i_l meeting on Thursday

ast. S e L

. If the County Roads and
Bridges Committee pass the
plans on June 6, contractots
will be inyited ~to tender.
County Councillor J. E. Riley
Salde :
Pressed by Councillor G.
Sanders to say When work
could start, he = estimated
within three months,

“f do hope that the work
is finished this wvear,” Coun-
cillor Riley added. -~

Councillor A, V.- Hard:
castle said he thought fenders
had already been invited but it
was said that this was -not
possible until  all- land- re-
quired had been purchased.

- [t was holding us up: You
cannot do the job. until you
‘have the land,” County Coun-
cillor . E. Riley-saidy = =

== councifior

village

the vicini.ty and- the speed of
traffic was a constant danger.

Councillor Mrs. Toy replied;

“The matter is more a gques-

tion of road safety education ®

now, because the scheme has
obviously got to go through.

The meeting decided to
look into the possibility of
getting a “Halt” sign erected
at the junction of Heath Way,
to slow down the speed of

traffic through the village.
As a result of a complaint
by Mrs. M. R. Taylor ‘the

parish council are to write
letters to the R.A.F. and the

‘Minister for the Environment

.protesting about low flying air- _

lcraft in the area. -

Councillor Mrs. Toye
reporie
hed bEN made}:l 'l:ivith wcirld
siznliag sn a children’s play
ma,ﬁb\ough a survey had

‘that “no progress”:

baen garred out and a loan :

mised
P to the likelihood of
rouel 1mprovement schemes
slarling LE was decided not to
enér‘f - Best Kept Village
compelition this year. -
Counecillor Mrs. Toy sug-

_yeér “making an effort” this’
~ by oOr

ganising a party of
to do work in the

olmlEers s ;
After discussion no

vi Ifaf‘&;

volunleers were forthcoming. -

Following a question by
geuncillor G. Sanders, Rural
F.  Hardcastle
assured the meeting that no
farge scale development would
ne taking place at Colton.

i At the last census the popi-
‘Iation of Colton was 693.
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T TREE SCHEME
AT COLTON

Twenty-six trees costing £84°
are to be planted a]on" the
northern side of Hollow Lane.:
Colton. .s

The scheme, approved bv:
the county planning : :depart- |

iant ta tha pf-\rnc.

maant  ie i TaTelets

Meny, 15 SUDject o nd

sary land being dedicated to
the highway authority by the |
owner. =
_Lichfield Rural Council
have decided to share the cost
equally with Colton Parish ||

| Council.

PR T c

F T

..... __RT |6 TAM [27r

Lights for
Colton

. Midlands Electricity Board;
~quotations - totalling £227 for.
street lighting in Colton have
been accepted by the parish
council. Lights will be. provi-
ded — twp in Hollow Lane,
one by the Brook Bricige-and§
one either opposite the “Fog”-
cottages or by Rydal House.
The latter proposal uas‘
accepted  but the council
considered it was not en-
tirely satisfactory and deci-
ded that a site  inspection
|should be carried out before-!
haad, :

R7

COLTON
MISSES
TREES

Now that trees at Hollow
Lane, Colton, have
members  of  the
council are in
about the. resgltmﬂ space.
One feels there is more light;

another thinks it looks ‘ter-
ribly bare.’ :
Councillor A, V., Hard-
castle, chairman, felt Hollow
Lane had been ‘vastly im-

proved. There was more light
there now than ever in the
h:stmy of the Lane, he said.

But Councillor- Mrs. M. S.

top of the hill there
out like a sore thumb,” and
she felt it must be texrlbly

windy.
Councillor  F. Hardmstle
said the householder must

have lost some of his privacy.
The county council considered
‘that the bank on which the

Councillor Hardcastle dld not
know if a solution had been
resolved.

Councillor Mrs, Tov lh0u°ht
it' had been agtreed that the
1 county council were to replant
the bank with shrubs rather

leave the matter, pendmg {.or.
| respondence, =5

gone. |,
parish'|
two minds

Toy said the area was, now
‘terribly bare.’ The house on |
‘sticks |

trees grew was the house- |
holdet’s responsabllm — he
considered was theirs.

‘than trees, It was agreed (o

RT3 MRRCH |97(

-formel st'lte

it had not.

| theirs.

Plant trees
 bees like -
~ villager

Sldl'f(ndshue Cﬂlllll\’ Coun-

along a bank at Hollow Lane,
Colton. the parish assembly

hoard -5 Weadeacd. o
SELE LA VT CUACSUA ).

Parish councillors had ex—
pressed concern. that the bank
‘looked “bare’* since the trees

considered in a
condition,

At the aqsemblv Councﬂloz
A, V. Hardcastle (chairman)
said he hoped shrubs wounld
also be planted “fur Lher i

d ngerous

R. Morr.all sald
‘not cons!der the
adequate and rhought

:the bank.
something reSEmblmu 1ts
ST Taylor sug«esled
that thg tlees planted should
-be a type “liked” by bees.
““There are a large number
of beekeepers in- the village and
if trees ave to be planted thev
might as wel[ IJe of use,” he
added - o

cil have agreed to plant trees |

were removed after they were |

£]1e =
parish council should press for |-
to. be restored -to |

ﬂ.r ﬁﬁ% 7)

New trees for
‘a Colton lane

The future of the bare banl-.-
|at Hollow Lane, Colton, has
been settled, - It is to be re-
planted, trees having been re-
moved to the consternation of
some members of the parish
| council,
At their N‘iar;.h meetmg,'
had- been improved by the!
trees’ removal; others thought
But on Thuraday
last, "at their April meeting,
the;v heard that plans for the
bank’s replantmg were ““in the
pipeline.” °

on which the trees grew was
the householder’s responsibility
while he considered it was
Councillor A. V., Hard-
‘castle (chairman) said the ex-
{ pense for replanting the bank
would be - shared between

Parish, County and Lachﬁeld

‘| some members felt the lane..".

|

Tt had Been smd lhdt the:'l
| County Council felt ‘the bank

L aneis of z

| proved.

I will be about £90.

| shire Roads and Bridges Com- |

‘| their ~ land beyond Hollow |
Lane’s boundary.

|on Monday that the new trees
t'will include oak,
| more

| the subjects of tree preserva-
| tion orders.

| that ‘autumn was
| planting time for
| that

1_

COLTON ROAPS

e

pprove trees
for Colton’s
Hollow Lane

A tree planting scheme-in
Hollow Lane, Ceolton, costing
£170, to replace dangerous
trees [t,[led tnele in the sum-

70
171\} llﬂb ULC“ I.l[l"

Offers- by Lichfield Rural
Council and - Colton Parish,
Council to each eontribute |
£40 towards the cost of the
trees, to be planted «during
the- current planting -season
was also accepted by Stafford-

mittee.
The county munula share

After the dangerous trees
were felled, members of Lich-

field Rural Couneil and Colton |

Parish Council asked for the

‘work to be done; as did two |

Jandowners who live in Hollow
Lane, =

‘They agreed that some of
the trees could be planted on

RI 220811972

Colton trees
safeguard

Colton Parish Council is to |
contribute £40 towards the:
cost of providing trees at Flol- [
low Lane. A further £40 is to
come from Lichlield Rural|
Council and the rest of the
£170 total will come from/|
County Council.

Some of the trees originally
at Hollow Lane were found to
be unsafe and were cleared.
Colton Parish Council heard

lime, syca-
varieties of
they will be

and  two
horse chestnut:

Councillor T, Harvdeastle
said the parish council wanted
to know when planting would
start and felt the County
Council should be asked fox
a starting date. [t was said)
the  best’
trees but
~work depended  on|
weather conditions and the
availability of labour. -'

A7 22000 72

HOLLO W
LANE
1970~ 72

‘Rural Councils.

Y

pleted,

Tree-planting
Lane, Cnlton.
“But what about the
shrubs?” Councillor F, Hard-

has been com- he

' NEEDED

INTHE HOLLO

LANE AT COLTON

at  ‘Hollow

Councillor Hardcastle
understood that
were also to be planted up the
bank at Hollow Lane.

1 MUCH BINDING

% 9’73

Rmd
shruds:

1 castle asked at Colton Patish’
‘| Council meeting on Thursd'w

last.

A letter ‘from ‘the county
council said the work had
been done  and asked . the

p.msh to bay its contribution
of £40, Conuncillor Mrs, B. M.

— | Ravenscroft, vige - .chairman.

said she had’ seen the trees.

Mrs.

“The shrubs were for bind-'
ing the bank — what is roing
to hold it togecher?” he asked.:

No record could be found:
of an asreement to .plant
shrubs so thé parish councrl
agreed to pay the £40. A tree’
‘preservation order has been
asked - for, ~said Councillor.
M. 5. Toy, chairman.

T —
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N these days of mass production, many foodstuffs are adver-
- tised as ‘ untouched by human hands.” To ‘what extent this
can be true of farming operations is shown by “harvesting pro-
cesses at Bellamour Lodge Farm, Colton, where the owner, Mr.
J. C. Price, is employing some of the latest ideas in mechanised

farming.

" If the grain is wet, we put.itin
~drying bins holding 14 tons of
-grain, -and it is next.taken up to
the top of the -bins-and ‘along a-
~conveyor which divides it between
“the storage bins,” each holding 18
FLONS; -, == = S
- Mr., Price also mixes his own.pig
food for his well-known herd - of
large whites. His mixer can make -
various: mixtures to suif his need.
This-  mechanised . harvesting

- There the grain goes through the
whole: process: of harvesting with--
out being touched by hand. -

“We use a combine harvester
to. cut the crop, which is fed
through the: machine, where it is
threshed. The straw is thrown out
-Of the rear of the machine and-
picked up by a baler,” Mr. Price
‘told a “Times” reporter who
visited the farm this week. =

sledge, —which holds 15 bales. | st five vears. Trvin

] tgpesg,. are stacked: -i'n---ghé_"ﬁ_@l%.a_n.d" ’-‘Jf?f;’idé . bf?egzsedg?ﬁﬁ °p
then put on a wagon by an eleva- | found ih = it barley.
tor, When the wagon gets to the ound that Ze_phyr ‘barle

|farmyard, the straw is again

jelevated into- the Dutch barns,

[ 'where it waits to be used for the

cattlenssar atn e oA
-~ “The system needs only seven
men for smooth operation. With
good weather they can complete

20 acres in a day. =

~ “The grain, however, stays in

‘the combine in ‘two-ton bulk tanks

|-and s then shot into a trai er;

‘Wwhich fips the grain into a shife,

~where spiral elevators take it to

the top of the storage tanks,

: huge grain drying bins on
ellamour  Lodge farm of

£ FOUO_Wiﬂ-g. the baler iS\ A -'E.?IJ,TG_CESS_ has been buﬂt up 0‘,31- th'e._':.-

‘M J. C. Price stand guard over .
-combine -harvester. :

R
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Itis ﬁ_nall{lcoming down - the delapidated Colton
village hall is being demolished to pave way for a
new one. :

Fund raising in the village has been going on for
gvar seven years to cover the cost of a new village

all.

Work on the new buildinf is well underway. It
will be a bigger and better facility than the old
hall. One of its new features will be a purpose
built committee room.

The new hall is not sited on the exact location of
the old, it being built further back from the road
to pave way for much needed car parking space.

Itis intended that the building will have facility
to cater for outdoor sporting events.

The original village hall was left to the village by
wealthy landowners the Horsfall family and is
now run by a trust committee,

It was erected in the 1920s and over the decades
had gradually fallen into disrepair.

One excited villager told The Post: “We have
waited a long time for this new village hall and
worked hard for it. It'll be a great day when its
doors finally open.”

As contractors Chase Builders carry on with
their work, fund raising efforts continue. Cash is
still needed for interior decorations and fittings
including a new floor and items such as crockery.

L-%5 — AN
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Village post,,
office could
get reprieve/’

Report by RICHARD GREEN

Fears that the village
of Colton could die if

its shop and post of-

fice closed are reced-
ing. -
A full post office service

"is definitely on its way

back to the village say the
Post Office.

The post office counter,

housed in the village shop,

closed earlier this year af-

ter irregularities were un-

earthed.

A skeleton service then.
started two mornings a.

week from a high street
home.

The shop has been taken
over by Mr. Mick Scoins
who told the Post he only
took on the business on
the understanding the post
office franchise would be
renewed.

But months have passed
without the Post Office
renewing the franchise.
And without the custom
drawn by the post office,
the shop has become unvi-
able.

A fortnight ago Mr.
Scoins revealed his intent

to close the shop if no
action was taken by the
Post. Office. .

Residents feared that
without the shop and full

~ time post office their vil-

lage would start to die.

But a reprieve for the
village is on the cards.

The franchise has now
been officially advertised
by the Post Of‘{ice, in keep-
ing with their legal re-
agirements,. and a closing

te for applications of Au-
gust 12 has been set.

Mr. Scoins has now said
he will keep the shop open
until a final decision on
the franchise has been
made. He hopes his aﬁ)p]i-
cation will be successful.

PO spokesman Mike
Granville said: “We are
seeking to make an ap-
pointment as quickly as
possible. We want to open
on a full time basis again
as soon as possible as op-
posed to the part time
service now in operation.”

- Mr. Granville added that
a couple of applications
had been received and
would be reviewed after
August 12.
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Villagers battle to
save the post office

The village of Colton
is fighting for its very
life.

Desperate attempts
are being made by vil-
lagers to save the local
E‘OSt office and shop
from permanent closure.

And if they fail many
believe the village itself
will die.

“It'd be the beginning of
the end,” predicted one
parish councillor.

“A village needs a post
office, a shop, a school, a

Post

Exclusive

Report b
RIC GIIEEN

Colton gets its post office

pub and a church to sur-
vive,” said Cllr David
Bradbury. “Lose one and
you start on a trail that
ends with them all going
and then the village dies.”

The Post Office counter
was housed in the village
shop. It was closed several
months ago following alleg-
ed irregularities.

Urgency call

The Post Office has yet
to renew the franchise des-

~ pite being pressed to do so

as quickly as possible by
the parish council, local
residents and MP Sylvia
Heal.

A skeleton service has
been operated by a former
gost master from his High

treet home in Colton.
Pensions and income sup-
port cheques can be cashed
and collected there two

. mornings a week.

Cllr. Bradbury said: “It
seems the Post Office is
content to let that situation

continue. But really it is
not on.”

New owner of the sho
Mr. Mick Scoins only too
on the premises on the
understanding he would be
able to take up the post
office franchise.

The shop as a single
entity is not viable, it only

becomes viable when link-

ed to the post office and
the custom 1t draws.

Mr. Scoins has kept the
shop going through per-
sonal subsidies for as long
as he can. He can no
longer keep the doors open
and has started running
down stock supplies.

‘We will close’

Unless the Post Office
react swiftly the shop will
be closed inside a fortnight.

Mr. Scoins said: “This is
a crazy situation. I've done
all T can. I feel sorry for
the pensioners and vil-
lagers. They need this fa-

Colton is to have a full post office
service again.

Mick Scoins has been given the

. franchise to operate a full post office
counter service from his shop in the
village.

The news comes as a boost for the
Scoins family and the village.

Mr. Scoins told The Post: “This is
excellent. We shall be opening up on
September 16. Staff are already being
trained by post office experts.”

It was feared the shop would close

——

if the post office franchise was not
granted. The shop has proved to be
unviable as a solo project.

Mr. Scoins had keptit open and
stocked through his personal funding
but admitted he was not in a position
to continue that financial
arrangement. X

Now the post office has granted the
franchise Mr. Scoins said the shop
would be restocked to capacity as
quickly as possible. ¢

cility. At the moment they|
are forced to pass the shop
and walk half a mile to
get their money from the
temporary post office ser-|
vice. They shouldn’t have|

. to do that.”

Cllr. Bradbury told the
Post: “The parish council
is very concerned Colton
will lose the shop. It is an

259 -al

important community link. |

The consequences of losing
it are frightening.” y

MP Sylvia Heal has now
taken up the fight and is
supporting villagers’ calls
for positive action from the
Post Office.

There is still hope in the
village that the situation
can be retrieved but all
are aware that time is
running out fast.

@The Post Office official
dealing with the Colton
affair was unavailable for
comment at time of going
to press.

S -A - A\
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|Church @u‘&mg

by 3 '
| thanks of the sub-committ e 10 & il
.| who helped Lo ‘make the ouhng a

leader of Abbots Bromley Youth|:

) Uttoxeter

‘Jof Youth residential

to Drayton -
Manor

POYS and girls who are mem-
P pers of the Children's Church,
whlch has been developed since the
opening of the. Church of the Good
Shepherd on the Pear Tree Estate,
were given their second. annual
outing on Saturday. Centre for
the outing was Drayton Manor
Park, and about 150 children and

16 adults made the Journey: 1o
double-deck buses.
The. organisers were Mr. R.

Griffiths and Mys. Griffiths, Miss.
J. Burden and Mr. F. Hall.

The buses left the church at 2
p.an. and arfived at Drayton Manor

into groups and placed in charge
of an adult or adults, and afcer
they had ‘enjoyed the warrwus
attractions of the fair they had
tea in the recreation ground. -
The children were eiven: sand-
wiches, cakes, an - apple and a
packet of sweets. The sweets were
provided by Mr. and Mrs. Harold
V. Taylor, and other provisions
were given by local residznts.

games, and priz.es were distciputed.

The Rev. A Hardi;:l rcorate
iny charge at the Church of the
Good Shephe:d acco nanied.:

party.
VI Gmfﬁths :

ex

SUCGESS

Youth lcader t@

attend course
Mr.. Bernard Grundy, of Rose

ley, who- was reeently appointed

Club, and 16 people associated with
the Service of Youth movement in
will - be - attending . a
course at the University of Aber—
ystwyth from August 20 to 27.

The .course is organised by the
Staffordshire: County Council Edu-
cation Committee and is a Service
course for!
youth leaders and hel :

The . course will e ofﬁmalh
opened by Alderman E. Allen, chair-

at 3 pm. The children were split|

After tea, the - children pla, ed |

House, High Street, Abbots- Bromi}

man -of the County Service of
Youth Committee.

GIPSY ACQUITTED:
WATCHES CEREMONIAL |
BURNING OF CARAVAN

(JLEARED of the murdor

of his father at Rugeley

Magistrates’ Court on ‘Friday, and discharged, Henry
Gaskin, a 22 years- -old gipsy, returned to the encampment
alongside the Manchester-London railway line at Rugeley
Trent Valley, where he watched the ceremonial burmng of
his father’s horse drawn caravan home.

The hearing of the’ case had |
not - heen - completed . when the
"‘I‘lmes" _went to press -on Friday.

Affer hearmg that: the father
died of heart failure and could
have died at any -time if he
became excited; the Bench upheld

& submission by Mr, 8. Brown,
 defending,
case to answer either for murder

that © Gaskin had - no
or manslaughter.
‘ « Self-defence ”

Mr; Brown suggested thatl
Gaskin. struck’ at nis father . in
self-defence, because in the dark-
ness he thought- that a candle-

the- :Flflck. with which: hls4§abher stmclg_ -

imyira . knife.

'I*he destructmn, by burning,. ;?a?
Mr.- Gaskin's '~ caravan . was. in

'accordance with Romany custom

The . horses . which - drew = the

caravan, eight years-old Thunder |

and 12’ years-old Star were’ tmned

loose,

CMT Edwm Sml'ﬁh H relatlve

i cxplamed that the Romany sago

ing was “Turningt them out

die,” but in fact the horses would |

he " a,ble to take. cale of ‘them-
selves :
Everythmg that John Gs.skin
owned would' be destroys‘d
Mr. Smlth “Romanies believed
that the only.thing a man should
leave behind him were: memories.
Horse brasses,
¢ooking ufensils and other objects

said |-

- candlesticks; :

“Romany families often quarrel
but we stay very close. My family
have “been Romanies for
generations. None of us has ever
known a permanent home but I
might settle down now .and find

-a job. I want to try to forget all

this.”

His mother, Mrs. Sarah Gaski_n
aged 65, said: “I am glad my son
is back. My husband was highly

respected by Gipsies fthroughout

the country. He was a local chief
and head of the Gaskin family.”
The gipsy family“left; St 1%&11"
on f—‘afuma_;,ﬂnevcr to ietum 1o

| Colton.

Mrs. Ga.skm sald that g)psxes
would never again go to Colton as
the place had an evil curse on it.

Gipsy families throughout  the
Midlands are contributing to buy
a new caravan for Mrs. Gaskin.

‘furniture and.

these_fwill b i
iny tgn. it 1%%1
SOWEIE  comiplele

7 Al could 'not_':;_'row_i

picture, but it sho
able propertion: of -
members of  the
Ghurech who enj
outmg to Drayto:

N ew Colle
Tﬂﬂ!’i“ ﬂ] ﬂ“'
S,

i -5 ‘_/"L/JLI_.KJ_UJ_U

cost &569

" Final negotla.tm‘fﬂ,
been -com letecL And
on the site he he:
Technology Staffi,
junction - Weston
Beaconsme wﬂl

mately . £560! % t}

four-storey tE:ai;

‘storey laboratory’ and

tion .blocks, ‘and a-
refectory - block “whicl
reinforced conerete c
floors, with. a roof of |
over the administrati

There “will “also be
smgle -stol'ey blocks co
machine ishops and: o
tories cgntaining’ hea
and wxéchanical. equi

ie
will bi. furnished wit
eqmpm‘%nt for: advan
logical 1stud1es G h et
facilibies” wﬂl be a
research.- The buildin
completed = by Septe
although c*aqsrooms
stration ofiice’ should”

o | ARIES 3

i
e o T

which could not be. burned were| -

later cast. into a deep: pool..
- “Try to forget”

Henry Gaskin’ wept as he
watched the caravan burn.” I
father,” ~ he  said.

d loved  my

 MARKET SQUARE
. Phone 3201,
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v largel

KEEP-FI’I‘ folk at Colton will be

fol_'_ thg\__l)u_een"s Silver Jubilee.

losing weight to raise cash towa-
rds the v111age s £600 target.

Nearly 20 people turned up for
reading room — hoping to "ﬁght
the flab™ for a month.

And it is the first event the
“village has staged towards the
celebr tlons in June. .

.- Ca I'Smilh {ieft) and orgtmim Vicky Sargeant — out to beat'the scales for B

losing pounds to raise pounds o

‘slim because not only will it raise
. cash but also give people an

incentive to lpse weight,
~ Jubilee committee member Mrs.
¥ Vlcky Sargeant

Sponsored slimmers will be

the “weigh-in"" on Monday at the

'_already planning other fund--

Shmmerq will be going on strlct7

: dxets.. .exermsmg and we1ghmg in match

weekly before the fma] meetmg m
February. :

o decided on the sponsored

” said

“It certamly seems to have
provoked a lot of interest in the
village; everyone seems to know
about 1t " she added.

‘Thes v1113ge commlttee

ralsers._lr_lcludmg a football







When they could
have stayed cosily at
"home, tending the
Sunday roast, a handtul
of Colton women chose

to dress up
Trinian - type outfits
and race around on a
windy hill — all to raise
money. .

N Sic

The brave band played a
team of men in a chilly

Sunday morning football,

match at Martlin Hill,

- Colton. And rumour has it
sex —

that the ‘weaker’

e

who mc;demall} won ln '

four goals to two — are

now murmuring ‘I must

have been mad® as they
nurse their aching

muscles.. ..

But it was all in a g{_}od-

-_ cause. The match was held
to raise funds for.Colton’s
_ Jubilee celebrations — in

all, a raffle and collectipn

‘made just £18.

~ Play between the two
teams might have been
gene:oualy described as
‘haphazard,” not to say
‘unorthodox,' with ref. Alf

- Haynes tur ning more than
one blind eye to some of -

the goings-on.

He might have flinched,
though, when plastic
squirtable bottles filled
with water were brought

~out as-the ullimate de-

fence-weapon. And he cer-

one woman abandoned
her pretence of obeying
the rules, feeling that she
could improve on the

‘game by not bothering to

kick the-ball. She scurried

_up the field, Webb Ellis

style, with it tucked firmly
under her arm — and woe

village today!"™ e

 bending the rules was con-

.

beudc anyone whu (ldled g
tackle her. g
Player Mus. Ruth Jonu
(like the others, she
played both defence and
attack) said later: It was
just a bit of good fun. But
there are aload of crippled
women walkin;.. round the

Mrs. Jones described the
60 minute match as a ‘free
for all.”- And as far as

cerned, the women's team
included two heavily
disguised men, while the
men bhegan the game’'s
second half with 19 pla-
ers! e
Much-of the organi-
sation behind the match
was done by Jubilee com-
mittee member Mrs. Vieky
Sargeant, whose hard
work provided Colton with

tainly shuddered-witen——a-good-fund - raiser —and

a giggledo go withrite. -~ .
And at least two people
were more than happy
they had supported the
event — raffle prizes of a
box of fruit and a bag of
potatoes were won respec-
tively by Mick Allison an(i

Mr.Sam Jones.
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i ns got under way

y had £1,000 to

hurch, Sy
“bilee holiday spmt S and
there was plenty of 1t Hne
_-evu:lence' e :

._fancy dress competmon

. lelagérs”w&é given the

chance to see all the en-

- piled on to one of the
- lorries. taking part in the
besi decqrated vehicle

ﬁ?ére

Durmg the mommg ase
‘best d,eco}:'aée_g house com—

~open to all the children in petit

tandard and orlgl-

nality of the costumes a lot

"of effort had gone into it.

-Mr C Shelley, head-'-
‘estern

master of
‘Springs Junior School.

‘Rugeley judged Calum
Freeman to be the winner. |
Calum looked patriotic be- th

decked in red, white and

_blue _as alJ ubllee rosette.

sente wmne'rs pnzes
durmﬂ the dfternoon

Flrst _pnze we’t:rt te 2%

Councillor George Vernon

and his wife Marrianne, Of :
‘8, High Street who i_rad " the
’used red, white and blue

crepe paper to decorate

hole house C_[‘hey re-

da& ‘was a’pr
_Stockwell 3

upas mothers or bables s

It was a downhlll run
and the fastest pram team,

~ Mr. and Mrs. Pat Johnson

clocked in after a brea-

=Ee kneck nme mmutes!

The ten= eﬂtmes in the

= race all recewed stamless
: steel frays=— - ~<-w

There were only three
entries in a best decorated
vehicle contest and thev
rum_bled ‘through the

] g colourful in

Colton folk in an

hitinn af Taanl . re






ped to the top of
ge Jubilee beacon
ic fsite.

t on the histor

Vi

Idren who tram

i
Hill to watch the
_being li

Some of the ch
Martli

$
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“The Greensleeves 2

Woolyhacks” or “The Blue
Mountam Band”?
‘They may not produce hit
Colton folk found the ir 1

Several v1llagers 'orgamsed a barn'
dance in the car park of the “Dun Cow”

as their wedding night celebration.

Mr. Jack Brown played music — both
recorded and live on accordion — and
called mstructlons for those ummtlated
in bam dancmg

_ da"._e

floodhghts in the car park S0 that
cing could contt

e R yal'c'o'u ple,

5 0’ !
centrepxec of the feast.

‘Baked by Steve and Mary Upton, and
dOnated by them and Derek and Vicky
- Sargeant, the cake was cut by a couple
celebrating their 14th dding

anmversary — George and Marmn
Vernon. :
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. A weekend of crafts
| of every shape, size
and description is
taking place in Colton
to raise funds for the
village church.

Displays and demons-
trations will line Bel-
lamour Way today (Sa-
turday) and tomorrow
from the bridge up to the
village shop. i
One of the highlights
will be a demonstration
by Mr. Maurice Willis-
croft (pictured) of the
age - old craft of ‘hooping
the wheel’ — shrinking
an iron trim onto an old -
fashioned wooden wagon
“wheel. S
 The iron tyre is shrunk

- onto the wheel, by being
heated’ up and then
_cooled quickly to fit pro-
perly. This then forms
the surface of the base of
‘the wheel, which can be
decorated or trimmed
~wheneold.
‘There is not much call
* for the craft today, and
~ most of Mr. Williscroft’s
time is spent on
- .woodwork of all kinds as
his main trade. He and
his sons will also be de-
monstrating woodwork
this weekend.

Crafts on display also
include yew tree carving,
farrowing, upholstery,
bread making, painting,
- pottery, weaving, and-a
whole host of others.

On both days the acti-
vities will begin at 11 a.m.
and go on to 6 p.m. 2

Ploughman’s lunches
will be served in the:
village hall, as well as
Victorian cream teas.
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: mm Bromley’s famous h°"
: _parfonnahoo

E

[ engine.

“ “Village children demonstrate th

n dancers give a s'pééfa(;_ :

Local youngsters take a nda on the stearn tractlon

THOUSANDS of local

folk turned Colton’s— 2
first craft fair into a
‘runaway success at the
~weekend. = :

About 5,000 peopke are

thought to have attended
the two-day event, which

tion fund. 5

Colton Fair a
uge success

was staged at several areas
ound-the-village:™ —

And proceeds are ex-
pected to reach £1,000 in
aid of St. Mary’s Church
restoration fund and the
Year of the Disabled.

Attractions included the |

Abbots Bromley Horn |
Dancers, a steam traction’
engine, craft demonstra-
tions and a special Vic-
torian village atmosphere.

: GLASS

Traditional country
_crafts were on exhibition,
with practical demonstra-
tions in glass engraving,
pottery pamtmg, wood
‘carving and wine making.
.~ Children from the
wvillage’s St. Mary’s C.E.

- Primary School also join-

ed in with an exhibition of
their craft skills.
. The Bass-Worthington
‘Bottle.Car proved to be a
popular entertainment for
 children, as did rides on
the steam engine.
At the local Tea-
Rooms, music took the
form of a Victorian Vocal

-Ensemble, and organisers

and - helpers throughout
the village wore 19th cen-
tury costume.

Mrs. Ruth Wﬂlmma
Drgamser, said: ““One of |
_the weekend’s greatest
successes was the unique
Victorian atmosphere

: whigh was created,

PUL[.ED

‘“‘Everyone in the village
pulled together, and this
rekindled afeeling of unity,
“which must have been a
_big part of 19th century
village life.

““Visitors even remark-
ed on the wonderful at-
mosphere, and so they
must have felt it too.”

The craft weekend wasé
ongmally the idea of the |
~ Parochial Church Council
‘toraise ¢ash forthe restora—

Later, a special orgams-

' ing committee was set up,
.and Mr.
. was appointed chairman.

Rod Williams

Orgamsers are  now.
- hoping a “similar crdft |
-weekend can be arranged |

. for next year..




hildren at

village. T
/| The models
weekend next month.
Headmistress, Mrs Emily |
Hiesley, wants parents and
former pupils to join in as well.
| “We are hoping people will.
ind us old photo aphs and |
pictures of the schoo ,? she said.
~ About 40 children aged
‘between eight and 11 are
~ making the models out of

the
| cardboard, wood and wire.
" They will go on display in th
‘school’s entrance ha‘ll__along :
with paintings, pictures an
essays done by younger child-

en. o
The exhibition is linked with
e craft weekend being run in |
¢ church on Octob ind 4

e Lh' pupll
, Louise Pye, Kirsty
{ Freeman, dJacqueline Dolman,
| Adrian Williams and Stephen
| Prentice. : e

“are for a craft[=

‘at Colton, near Rugeley, are
‘their talents for ‘an exhibition in the

odels of their school an
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weekend.
It was the assoc1at10n S
annual floral art compe-
- tition, which mcorporated
a rose and geranium show.
~Mr. W. D. D. Fowler, head
. of the college hortlcultural
‘sectlon

and his staff

Fme
follows
colllsmn

Rugeley maglstrates im-

‘without due care and at-
volved in a collision at the
‘Bridges mtersectmn

toxeter Road, Handsacre
admitted the offence,

- winners,
| trophy, with Maer second

posed a £20 fine on Friday |
on a man who drove

tention when he was in-

Kenneth Kent of 9 Ut-

judged entries from 14
gullds T
In the floral art compe-

tition entered by 10 guilds,

Mrs. Irene Pearson of
Colton won first with a

Silver Jubilee dinner table :

arrangement.

A Tittensor member'
won the “Summer Song”
section ‘and “The Young
Generation” section. Tit-

tensor ‘were the overall
gaining the

and Penkridge third.
A fund raising compe-

tltl(m for a posy in an egg
cup was won by Mrs Ivy

Butcher of ° ngs

Bromley.

Croxton Gulld organlsed
this year’s show and a

raffle run by Edingale

Guild raised £33.30 for as-

sociation funds. :

Mr. G. W. Arnold of
{ Abbots Bromley, vice -
thanked

ch airman,
everyone concerned with

'reporter
Carroll

Rugeley ﬁfnes, Saturday, J.ul;, 23,1977 9 'l
Two irophles for
Colton Guild

_ Both the rose and geram m trophles were
won by Colton Village Produce Guild at the Staf-
fordshire Association of Produce. Guilds annual | .
show at the County College of Agrlculture at the

The joys — and hear- = .
taches — of a reporter’s
life were outlined to Ru-
geley  Rotary Club

members at their Monday
luncheon by ‘‘Times” chief
Mrs. Jane

She gave members an
insight into the varied

work of a weekly news-

paper reporter, including

the opportunity of getting
involved  in “human
angle” stories. :

 Mrs. Carroll stressed

thatareporter could givea
much more balanced story = -

when members of the
public co-operated by

“being helpful durmg 1n-

qulrles

‘ It became obvmus from

the number of searching
questions asked after-
wards that the subject was
found very interesting.

The vote of thanks was
proposed by Mr. W. Smith.

the success of the evening.
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AS an extra attractlon on bunday, Stattora

showmg cluldren the skﬂls of a wheelwnght Mr.'

~ Williscroft’s father was a master wheelwright and

. taught his son the skills but the business had to go

_over to restoring and making furniture when motor

-vehicles replaced horses. o
' Now there are increasing demands for wheel-

wright skills, Mr. Wllllscroft can do more of the job
helovesbest _. g




marketing director Mr. Willie Welch said: “We

cranapey, . BNA - T

manager.

Wheelwrighting s
ancient and exacting craft

an

which is trundling almost
unnoticed into obscurity

- under the garish illumination

of 20th century process.

Mr. Maurice Williscroft, of
Forge House, Colton, is 62
and has been a wheelwright
for 48 years. The bulk of his
work is now general joinery;
since the war his special
skills have been called for

' less and less, and in recent

years he has sometimes gone
12 months without a wheel in
his workshop,

He said: ‘“‘Usually any wheels

that come in are ornamental,
used as garden decoration and so
on. Sometimes someone wants
one — or perhaps a set of them —
for a pony and trap; but they are
rarely wanted for farm work.
‘‘After the war, iron wheels on
farm carts still in' use were
phased out and replaced by
pneumatic tyres, and this gave us

" alot of work,

“Occasionally, for instance, with
a large harvest wagon, the
wheels with iron tyres were kept
on because with standing idle for
nine or ten months of the year,
rubber tyres went flat or
perished. :

“But work of this sort stopped
coming in eventually because
farmers only kept the old carts
till they fell to bits, then replaced
them with modern machinery.”

The best wood for wheel-
making is wych elm, because of
its hardness. The hub is lathed
and iron frets are fitted back and
front to prevent it splitting when
the spokes are drivenin.

All cart wheels dish outwards

— for three reasons, says Mr.
Wi}hscroft Firstly, this prevents
the ;wheel grinding against the
side or the shaft of the cart,
especially while wallowing in a
muddy field or while travelllng
along a slope.

Secondly, since the iron tyre
fitted is slightly smaller than the
wooden wheel —tobind the whole
structure — it may sometimes
bend the spokes closer together.
1f the wheel is already dished

outwards, any bending will be in

the same direction, again
preventing fouling of the cart.

Timalles  amAd waana Auhiaoaler
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sometimes 14, and to every two
spokes therenis one felloe
(pronounced felly) — section of
rim.

 Each {felloe is roughly sawn and

-is positioned beneath the outer

end of the spokes so that the
wheelwright can mark where he
will bore the holes to take the
tenons.

The holes penetrate the felloes
through to the outer edge.
Because the spokes diverge they
have to be forced together with a
lever and chain contraption so
that the end will fit into the/holes.
The felloe is then knocked home.

the very end of the spokes. When
this is repeated with all the
felloes the gaps between them
are sufficient to accommodate
the dowels — which must be cut
fairly short with this in view. The
felloes are then eased together
and finally knocked into place.
The tenon of each spoke
reaches nearly to the end of its
hole in the felloe. It is split with a
chisel and a wedge is driven in,
effectively creating a dovetail to
hold the wheel firm.

The outer face of the felloes —
the side opposite the cart — is
trimmed and planed. Then the

ThlS opﬁrﬁhon reveals the reason,
beHind having two spokes for one
felloe; a third spoke would get
into the way as the tenons were
fitted into the holes.

On smaller wheels the spokes
are staggered, half of them
angled towards the inner, half
towards the outer edge of the
‘felloe. This increases the amount
of wood between each spoke, and
thereby the strength of the wheel
also.

The felloes are cut uverlong in
order to leave a margin for exact
tailoring to each other. Only
alternate felloes are fittet
initially, so that those remaining

can be positioned beneath the
gaps and marked at either end -

for cutting to size.

To obtain the angle of the join
between them, a baton is centred
between the spokes at both the
hub and the outer ends, and ifs
line is traced on to the felloes.
The unfitted felloes are then
marked up and are bored for the
tenon holes at the same time as
being trimmed for length. Those
already fitted are trimmed on the
spokes. ;

All the felloes are then
knocked home on to the spokes,
and a handsaw is run through the

inine  ta laavra an man Af Anal

ROBIN ANDERSON'S
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he back is beve
around the sole; the sole being
the part which will eventually
take the tyre. This ensures that
the tyre is wider than the wood
and thus takes the brunt of the

wear. The bevelling is planed

smooth.

A large compass is set in the
circle of wood at the end of the
hub and marks out the exact
circumference, to which the sole
is planed.

If a wheel is new, the tyre is
made to fit it; if being repaired, it
is made to fit the tyre. Either
way, a travel — a small wheel —
is run round the outer cir-
cumference of the wheel and the
inner circumference of the tyre to
ensure they match exactly.

‘The tyre starts as a flat bar of
iron. It is marked according to
the measurement on the travel
andis cut to length — allowing for
a slight overlap so it can be open-
hearth welded in the forge. If it
were to be acetylene welded, it
would be cut to the precise length
required so that the ends would
butt together. It is bent into a
circle on a machine with three
rollers, which can be set to form.
different curvatures.

The next stacge takee at leact

“with an axe -

low to
1t skill

Once cooled its circumference
is checked. The wheelwright
aims to err on the small size if at

all; it is easier to plane down the -

wooden wheel than re-weld the
tyre. Ideally, the circumference
of the tyre should be %-3in.
shorter than that of the wheel so
that the tyre is held firmly in
place and also clamps the
structure together. If it needs
lengthening slightly it can be
hammered out, but this weakens
it and is avoided where possible,
The wheel is clamped to a dise
of metal — known as' a hooping
plate — on the ground. Mean-
while, the tyre is heatingin either
a hooping oven or an open fire. A
hooping oven is a large, brick-

. lined, vertical slot fired from

underneath. It has advantages
over an open fire in bad weather,
but if the iron gets too hot it tends

. tosaginto an ovoid.

Furthermore, with an open fire -
— where the tyre lies on bricks
and the coals are heaped around
it — more than one tyre can be
heated at a time, with one lylng
inside the other,

This can be attempted with an
( but-is ha d b

rests on the other.

The tyre must not be so hot that
when applied to the wheel it
burns too much of the wood and is

thus loosened. One lip is placed
slightly over the sole and the rest

is levered and knocked on with an
adjustable fork called a dog.
Once in position it is given a final
check and is speedily cooled off
with cold water to prevent fur-
ther burning.

The tyre is usually nailed once
to each felloe. This does nothing
to prevent it becoming loose, but
does hold it in place long enough
for the farmer to get to a repair
shop if the metal works its way

free, If the tyre dropped off
completely, the wheel would
collapse.

A hole is bored through the
centre of the hub after the
removal of the circle of wood at
the end. A tube of cast steel
known as a bush, is fitted inside
toact as a bearing for the axle,

It must not be too tight, to allow
for truing — the equivalent of
wheel balancing on a modern car.
The wheel is set on the axle in the
workshop and turned; if it
wobbles, wedges are'driven into

dha ssimnd Al LA Lih ba mnssmbamdibha
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on because with standing idle for
nine or ten months of the year,
rubber tyres went flat or
perished. :

«But work of this sort stopped
coming in eventually because
farmers only kept the old carts
till they fell to bits, then replaced
them with modern machinery.”

The best wood for wheel-
making is wych elm, because of
its hardness. The hub is lathed
and iron frets are fitted back and
front to prevent it splitting when
the spokes are driven in.

All cart wheels dish outwards
— for three reasons, sayg_Mr.
williseroft. Firstly, this prevents
the wheel grinding against the
side or the shaft of the cart,
especially while wallowing in a
muddy field or while travelling
along a slope. s :

secondly, since the iron tyre
fitted is slightly smaller than the
wooden wheel —tobind the whole
structure — it may sometimes
bend the spokes closer together,
1f the wheel is already dished
outwards, any bending will be in
the same direction, again
preventing fouling of the cart.

Finally, and more dubiously,
says Mr. Williscroft, the sides of
the cart could be constructed to
slope more sharply outwards,
thus increasing its capacity.

Accordingly, the mortices —

hub into which the ends of the
spokes will be fitted must be cut
at a slight angle, First, a circle of
wood which will be used
throughout. the making of the
wheel is fixed to the end of the
hub. :

In the centre of this circle is
bolted a wooden gauge per-
pendicular to the hub itself,
marked off in distances from the
bolt. The . mortices are cut
roughly with a hammer and
chisel, Then a slat of wood is
rested in the slots against their
outer side, and  their angle is
adjusted with the hammer and
chisel until the slat touches the
perpendicular gauge at a point to
give the desired angle. :

The angle is so slight, however,
that the spokes would be very
long if they were built to reach
the gauge. So a dowel —a peg —
is stuck to the gauge, cut slightly
shorter than the distance from
the edge of the mortice to the
edge of the hub, and positioned to
intersect the line of the angle at
the point where the wheelwright
wants the spokes to disappear
into the wheelrim. *

The spokes are driveninto the
hub, and are marked atthe other
end where they touch the dowel.
The wood of each spoke is then
cut away at that point toform the
tenons — pegs — which will fit
into holes in the rim.

This - procedure is time-
consuming and complicated, but
ensures that all the spokes of all
the wheels of any one cart arethe
same length and set atthe same
angle, There are no fixed
measurements for use on all
carts, but it is obviouslyessential
that spokes for each cart should
be identical.

Usually there are 12 spokes,

slots — around the centre of the |

into the way as the tenons were
fitted into the holes.

On smaller wheels the spokes
are staggered, half of them
angled towards the inner, half
towards the outer edge of the
felloe. This increases the amount
of wood between each spoke, and
thereby the strength of the wheel
also. - :

The felloes are cut overlong in
order to leave a margin for exact
tailoring to each other. Only
alternate felloes are fittet
initially, so that those remaining

can be positioned beneath the
gaps and marked at either end

for cutting to size. | :
To obtain the angle of the join
between them, a baton is centred
between the spokes at both the
bub and the outer ends, and its
line is traced on to the felloes,
The unfitted felloes are then
marked up and are bored for the

* tenon holes at the same time as

being trimmed for length, Those
already fitted are trimmed on the
spokes., :

All the felloes are then
knocked home on to the spokes,
and a handsaw is run through the
joins to leave a gap of one-
sixteenth of an inch. This allows
for binding by the iron tyre when
it isieventually levered on.

Marks 'are then drawn on
perpendicular to the joins in
preparation for boreholes to take
dowels pegging the felloes
together. ~ The felloes are
removed one by one, the holes are
drilled and, if wanted, bevelling
— known as chamfer— is added
along the inner edge of the outer
face of the felloes between the
spokes.

A dowel is placed in one of the

holes and the felloe is returned to

i A o o

A measuring

%

e wheel,
circumference of the felloes so that the

LOE  Pall WIMGE WAtk My wauiasuasy
take the tyre. This ensures that
the tyre is wider than the wood
and thus takes the brunt of the
wear. The bevelling is planed

smooth,

A large compass is set in the
circle of wood at the end of the
hub and marks out the exact
circumference, to which the sole
is planed,

If a wheel is new, the tyre is
made to fit it; if being repaired, it
is made to fit the tyre. Either
way, a travel — a small wheel —
is run round the outer cir-
cumference of the wheel and the
inner circumference of the tyre to
ensure they match exactly.

The tyre starts as a flat bar of
iron. It is marked according to
the measurement on the travel
and is cut to length — allowing for
a slight overlap so it can be open-
hearth welded in the forge. If it
were to be acetylene welded, it
would be cut to the precise length
required so that the ends would
butt together. It is bent into a
circle on a machine with three
rollers, which can be set to form,
different curvatures.

The next stage takes at least
two men. The tyre overlap is

~ sprung apart so that the ends

butt, then it is placed in the
hearth. When hot, the ends are hit
to'thin them so that when welded
the join will not stand proud.
Sprung apart, the tyre returns to
the fire.

This time it remains there until
it reaches welding heat, and the
iron sparks and becomes runny.
It is taken quickly to the anvil,
the ends — which are likely to

have started to fuse — are
knocked apart, and the overlap is
welded by hammering, = =

known as a travel, is run round the outer .
iron tyre can be tailored to fit.

ALLG L AN MUy sanrw

when applied to the wheel it
burns too much of the wood and is
thus loosened. One lip is placed
slightly over the sole and the rest
is levered and knocked on with an
adjustable fork called a dog.
Once in position it is given a final
check and is speedily cooled off
with cold water to prevent fur-
ther burning.

~ The tyre is usually nailed once
to each felloe. This does nothing
to prevent it becoming loose, but
does hold it in place long enough
for the farmer to get to a repair
shop if the metal works its way
free, If the tyre dropped off
completely, the wheel would
collapse.

A hole is bored through the
centre of the hub after the
removal of the circle of wood at
the end, A tube of cast steel

‘known as a bush, is fitted inside

to act as a bearing for the axle.

It must not be too tight, to'allow
for truing — the equivalent of
wheel balancing on a modern car.
The wheel is set on the axle in the
workshop and turned; if it
wobbles, wedges are 'driven into
the wood of the hub tocounter the
effect with weighting.

The axle protrudes beyond the
outer face of the hub, and the
wheel is secured in one of three
ways. The axle may be fixed with
a collar and gudgeon pin and the
assembly covered with a brass oil

cap, or three bolts may run -

through the hub and attach to a

. collar and plate on the axle atthe

back. 3

The final option is a patent
Collinge axle, in which a sliding
collar is threaded on to the
protruding section and tightened

_up tothe frontof the bush. *
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COLTON ‘FRIENDS’
RALLY TO HELP
VILLAGE CHURCH

OLTON Church is a priceless heritage which the
villagers must preserve intact, said Miss D. F. N,
Landor, when opening the garden fete at Colton Rectory
in bright sunshine on Wednesday afternoon. She appealed
for more people to join the Friends of Colton Church by
giving 1/- per week until the £2,500 appeal was completed.
She recalled that the last time she was at a Colton fete
‘was many years ago, when Mrs. Oldham opened it. “It
‘was more like a happy. family party and I hope todays
fete will be the same.” e

Miss Landqx ‘went on to s
her family’s association
Cnurch, over the last 200 years,
saying two of her ancestors were
rectors, John for 39 years, and
. Charles Savage Landor, brother of

the poet, for 43 years. She was

DPleased to see #wo old tablets io
their memory-still in the church.
Referring to the very ancient char-
acler of the church, she also men-
tioned two even older objects in
the village—the two stones which
are at the ends of the bridge over
the' stream, relics of the glacial
age.

The rector also appealed for gen-
erous support, and asked everyone
to patromse the  “ well-stocked
stalls.” In thanking Miss Landor,
he asked people to * act as Christ-
ian people—a.s friends of the
church.”

The vote of thanks was seconded

i

In the picture above are seen
(left to right) Mrs. Taylor, Mrs.

" qu
Lady Bagot, who was accompanied
by Lord Bagot, by Gwendoline
Ravenscroft, and a box of choco-
lates and a buttonhole were handed
to Miss Landoer by six year-old
Keith Williscroft.

Stallholders

Stalls were in charge of the
following : —China: Mrs. Taylor;
produce: Mrs. Best, Mrs. ¢ Parr,
Miss Williseroft; work stall: Mrs.
Sargeant, Mrs. Dunkey and Mzrs.
Atkin; cakes: Miss Jones, Mzs.
Westhorpe, Mrs. Ball; rmnma.ge
Mrs. J. Meddings senior, Miss Ball;
bran-tub: Miss Rotchell mystery
stall: Mrs. Collins, Mrs. Ballard.

The Friends of Colton .Church
had a stall, staffed by Miss Cooper,
for the sale of “stones” for the
new churchyard wall at 2s. each.

Sideshows  included treasure
island, Miss A. Hoare; hoopla:

Bettson, Mr. Bettson (church- |DMIS. J. H. Toy and Mrs. i) nght
warden), Lady Bagot, Miss | bowls: Mr. Bloor; kagle: Mr. F.
Landor and Lord Bagot. In the | Cooper; skittles: Mr. Bettson;
foreground are  Gwendoline | clock golf and hidden treasure:
Ravenscroft and Keith Willis- | Miss D. Jones.

croft. Rides for the children were given !

by Misses T..e.sley Mifflin  and

Elizabeth Toy on a pony lent by Mr.

Knights. “ Petrelengo,” was also in
attendance.

After tea there was a display of
dancing by the Church -Girls’
Brigade, trained by Mrs. Towlson
and Miss Cooper, with Mrs. Ballard
at the piano. Teas in the marquee
were served by a group of ladies

with Mrs. Bettson in ¢harge. Mr.
C. J. Ravenscroff was gate
steward.

The arrangements were in the
hands of the recently formed
Friends of Colton Church, with the
rector as chairman, and Mr. J. A.
Best as treasurer. In the one month
that has elapsed since its inaug-
uration of the scheme, 56 members

‘have been enrolled, which means

the fund already benefits to the
extent of £2 16s. per week.

.| independent boar d,

Villagers and visitors grouped

in the lawn as Miss Landor is

about to perform the opening

ceremony a.tf f'((_:A:ﬂt{m garden
ete. -

New right
of appeal
for widows

W{IDOWS and other dependants
claiming the death benefit of
up to £300 provided under the
pneuUmoconiosis and  byssinosis
benefit scheme now have rights of
appeal against an wunfavourable
decision as to the cause of death.
This amendmernt to the scheme
operates from August 4.

The scheme, administered by an
‘covers those
Neumoconiosis
to workmen’s

suffering from
who are not entitle

_| compensation or to benefif under

the Industrial Injuries Act.
Apart from - death

benefit,
ablement and 40s. for total dis-
ablement are provided.

Up te now the medical decision
on a claim for death benefit has
been final. For August 4 the pneu-
moconiosis medical panel will give
an opinion on whether death was

5
“heme, Iay the
local insurance officer.
If ihe widow  appeals; she will
be able to explain her case fo the
lacal appeal ftribunal and the
industrial injuries commissioner
with thie support, if she wishes, of
further  medical  evidence
medical or other witnesses.

Trent Valley

allowances of 20s. for parfial dis- |-

or|

Station of
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e Sunda.y Gmg}m photograph of Britain's J.-C&t air shlp le;le&“q
~ riding at the mooring masb ab Ca.rdmgton Bcdfordshs
yesterda,y It was becauSe weather:conditions wexe ** entife v
_uniayourable ” that disappomted M.P.s were 1nforme& 1493.
thelr looked for ﬂ1gh1; had had to‘be ancel_l/q;_, 4
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§ sing f
-..__I:ulton W.I.__-

were welcomed by §
president Mrs. lvy_-
€ Preston. :
& Enterfqlnmeni _.
§ began with _the Ta-$ |
marisks, the U

ter sixth - form gi
§ folk group, and@
) concluded with Miss
D. M. Jones pluving_
for carols.
9 Crazy whist win- ¢
‘nerswere Mrs. B. M.
 Ravenscroft, Mr. L.
Kendrick, with lo-¢€
west scorers Mrs. R. €
¢ M. Jones and Mrs.
( ,M G. Bennett,
~ There was a bring
~and buy stall and the
competition for a
table decoration was
won by Mrs. Ra-
venscroft and Mrs."
_P Roobotham.
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coryond MuRPERS
12458 ond 1271

cnd CieLROH - W
s

m.u_{_:n
A} ys

1:1.,1‘ He

0 et"er. - Saxor 4ris,.
‘ol ‘an Tage’ -_lon.., since:
~the: qausts: of - time.:
Mumer is not ‘a Lhou..m one’
usualty - dssocxate:. with .any-
(.hm(,n et  this ancient place’
orshm ' hﬂ,f, thce bccn

“foul,” wmch puts it one’’
even: on Lanterbury Lath'

‘of ‘the: He.nce manv
~ cliurches’ hme one” “robm”
known -as-the sanctuary, The -
ugitive * could - not--claim this.
right: for’ an indefinite period, -
“batonly from: "the ﬁrst» hour
' mldnly,ht. - SR
Nicholas de COlton is smd to
1ave. -claimed: the: right of-
sanctuary at St.Mary's. This -

pite -from  the - hu;e-n,ndmrv
swhich would "have- ‘beeri-called..
o.pursue a murderer. No one.
= would have dared to risk-the.
wrath of - God. by  inviolating ®
the: protectionof a church.
THhose* wha: - had . chased :

church would not have been.
.gver-duly worried. The -priest.

IOhIl was. lnterposma Cin- “an '}

would: have given: him arés--.

",—’_murder Christing oy did some-

Nlch{}laq “de. :Colton-“'to : the:: deed and poor. John fled be- |

wouid have .come to the door -
] mform them: that Ntchol.ts .'_

ddd. ctaqmed sanctuar:y, which i
he: cond not: 1efuse However,

e

was effective only'.to mldnl hl;, .
after . which, .- Nicholas’ would |
-have to fend for” himnself,” The |
pursuers had only “to-sét. al
watch angd -wait il their man |,
was turned out of, thé“church.
“Nicholas de*Colton, however ('
d;d escape..Legend ‘has it that
~his father was mstrumental in i
“this escape.
"-'lhe_second of the 'mnrderq :
Marys was re- [
mmlwd occ.uvrev:l ;

n :
to: cxplain but' :
‘his hec}s SRy :
' ]legends raise: interest- |
points-which -are h:vmith ay

g arolnd
00k to hi

“argument between Nicholag de
Co]tun and a. stranger, Note
the -existence* of -Nicholas de
Colton in both® murders Add’
to thlS that -the  naine “Hezge-
ward is not local and: anyone
bearing this name would have

probably been considered as a
stranger in a Llose Icmt v;]!.ag:e
community, ?

- The first story’ dacs not teH
‘dig what ‘cansed the brawl be-
tiveen- Nicholag and - Adam.
Could. it havabeen over Chris-
tina? Did" Tohn. -the chaplain

_one’of more inflienceé’ do the

causé. - he :could . not. ﬁﬂ‘ht'
Qz“(mqt the de’ é:oltoqs.

L,
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; I of -Lake Cottage, Stockwell
Heath, to submjt one of her late busband’s pictures of old

It shows a butcher’s shop which no longer exists, near

_the Greybound, with Ted Meddings in the doorway. On

the ‘left; is the smithy and:. Reading Room pictured in

" closé-upin ‘our feature, and: peeping out from behind the:
ancient trees in the centre are two of the Williscroft Place.

Cgll(tpn s listed buildings - |

COLTON
HIGH STREE]
m (920

_Rue Times 2( N0V 1970

houses: which were also pictured. N '
The gardens are at the front in this row, hence the
washing on the line (there was washing on a line'in our
picture alsol). ’ . .
The date is not known, but the Flashback is obviously . ]
about 50 years-old, from the days when it was the custom
for. butchers to hang their meat in the fresh air to keep
it- cool and fresh—a .custom which died out only in thé:. -

1930's, with the general ,introductipn of refrigerators. =




In the picture above are some
~of the tenants of Brown's Row,
Cnlton, home of the Myatt fam-
- ily lor nearly K oentury. g

iBROWN'S ROWI Coiton consisting of ﬁve houses was’ f
_christened Myatt’'s Row just before the last war:
because every house was occupied by someone belonging
to the Myatt family. The Myatts are still very much in
evidence .there,. three- of . the houses still being in their
occupation.:’ 'I'helr ancestors ﬁrsl; moved into the row nearly
ackubary agg: s, Ji Mrs, V. Collins, who lives at Heath
8 -
mgggggﬂrﬂfﬁi.er“?ﬁih&;:&ﬂ%hlg way, Colton, with her four children.
livés with his-wife and daughter at | . MT- gym thinks that s grand.
No. 2, "Brown's Row. -~ On either E%ﬂ%{} O ko IR Eox
side.of him live: his daughter and | ¥ fag 1ved in the village for
many years.
_twlﬁgfgrgg;te;ngﬂgg @ﬁ“{%"i‘qé’“ He and his brother were born at
8150 Nias & family of twor. Mr. ana ggéugieg%d fils andles and aunts
. ous . 0O
Mrs. Myatt have a third daughter, | ¢ relatives worked at Rugeloy
Tanyard, but he ‘and his brother
were sheet metal workers at a fac-
tory near Trent Valley Station. Mr.
Myat{ worked .there for 28 years,
and for the remaining 25 years of
his working nre was a council road-|
worker, - -

‘Few of the Myatts have ever ieft
Colton and as there are at present
eight grandchudren of Mr., and
Mrs. Myatt senior living in the vil-
lage, it seems likely thab the name
will be in evidence for many years
to.come.




- BELLAMOUR FALL
( ()/Zf ™ -—/r '/' /

appuar-; that Lultun
¢ Hall-was 5old to Sir. Walte
ZA ,s(nn*fur £16,000 :shortly
efbre’(llc dca{h uf Slr

He died childless'in © It appears t(hat lier
‘1724, and as-there were no ; - sister, who married: Mr;¥
‘direct ‘heirs the. hall? + John Thomas: Harland}
‘passed to-the daughters of 1 also lived at lhe dgerfor
- James, the 5th Lord Aston, © ~ most of her:life "
‘and the’ eldest of these, " In 1884 Mrs. Harla
“Mary, married a. Sir’. then a widow, tl’(!tlt‘l]
. Walter Blout in 1766, -’ - eight - almshouses in-

Sir‘'Walter — one of 'hisi*, * Colton in mentory of Mis§., &
or'In Spain. and 1 ancestors is mentioned in‘ : Oldlmm " N ”‘
Sence the younger | Shakespeare's “Henry V™ ““Mr. Horsfall; an MP for'
rs of the Astun1 — became Lord of (IIE Y Liverpool, made consi

Manor of Colton. . =] domblo alterations to the:!
At some time the upper>'' hall and was a bmlel’aclor |
{ storey of Bellamour Hall . to the village.: i
|'had been removed and the 2! He built a village &.clwul
1 old stone used to make (lle"“. ¢ -in 1862,:presumably (o re:
-| boundary:“wall.. Butrb‘;se‘; -place- the-one run by Miss;-_ £

n lhe 16405 llu‘ hall
irnt.down - through-,

,,. e
ls:rgf‘%ir::;%s?:lfvi :?lfvcr L and uu(hmlse Swere: s Oldham, and gave land for -
3 ' addctl o :.a village:burial ground:

built, - - i g
E*Aslons Toxi comal: 3The Blouts al‘;o Imtl pros a% :g‘ll:::“\gil?;‘i;::“hall was ‘also -

it he ' perty. in “Worcestershire, -
iﬁ?l%";‘?fcx,?ﬁr::ﬁﬂ,‘. but after Sir Walter's: | By 1880 M’ Horsefall
o udeath in’1785 Lady Blout¥:| had died, but his widow "
& bly;could not affordito Mrs. Lucy Horsfall con
{-rebuild;the old hall. . spent most of her “"“‘ at:. y con:.
T Butithe Astons' lihks . Bellamour. > _,_‘llm.;;:dhlo I(}ve Ilnilhel:lali s
TLwith’ Qolton remained,tbe- |- In'1796 she ha(l.lsvcund "-‘1’5“0 er eal ‘ n-about?

. cause +inz1638' Sir. Walter, hal] built for her second Mrs. llorsfall 16t Bel: |
Hihad¥ given land -at B«fl-*"i son.-Edward, and he:al- © ‘lamour to a relatiye, ~
Amour to his'son Herbert.”  tered the: new. hallZeonsi- - Henry Leeke Horsfall, Y&
Herbert built’ the Tiist - derably, bullding ‘4 ‘new-; Bvryl!)'iz it had been’ ilc» ;
lfé Beéllamour 'Hall — ghe . wingontoit. llsocmsLa:lv ‘molished,. but* ‘Henr

Astonsadonot appear 1o /- Blout movtdjuto;tm- now . Leeke llumfall alJPian ;

2haveybeen;very well BEf, 3 chiel‘ landowner in Colton; "
t'-h& is said to haves Presumably Her eldest . “continued {o'be describéd”

) _ mson,;Walterinherited.the - 55
th ‘the’help.of - friendsz - old hall, but thereé does not 1 as

It:was:said (o have hcon\‘ ¢ appear to be any record of * ‘ d hall
foithis'reason that the.  hjs- life and the new hall;- laslcdfquite 'few years -
i '.lon er, although derelict;":
.and part of; the ruim ¢till i
remain.. 5ok

2= French for ‘good lovis;
i%Sir'Walter Aston dieillin
39,;and. was- succeeded

LR Jumes Oltlham Oldham 5
owho lived “there with“his’;

fa}nll I Ortuu(-.
‘llgf{ Y-
n

l%(;c]:‘e c:lp‘ilji cﬁ'ﬂit:in\ -_-’famil\nl'or many. years.:

e de e L AN iy »

one ‘of* “.“., lasl royalist -Miss,.l!_.llep.()ldham-rm q /L”\%(j J/-/ J;‘,—,f("rfm//
5 mngholds torbe: lalu-nl hv e 1 ’

T0] ell’s forces. . 3

Vi son& it
Bﬁ 850 ?

{e:\ / (?lg‘// rmex
3@'@/};4«&' /957
7
/s'p/off(

perly ‘was’ ~h0ught ib)
“Thomas Berry Horsefali
who added considerablyl
{ -

er sbld'{o pay fines.”
658 he  Lold :tilte:
nod-Culton ll.all anclna'

_lmueq ‘o live ate Bo!
‘lamour. Lodge, built.by the
judgesiin 1851 for his.y
'(Iaughl(_rs. until she dio(l,‘.
in 18830 . :

Son’ of lho.hrsl"
of Collun llalll -

wlv dvuidiug b(.(‘umin :
xediup in' the®*Popls
-.1080 for wllit:

) o "
?i vkyan’ ucli\rc'part in _*
2 ColtonSaffulrs, being an |
overseer of the puur anda
r@:@llurq_h“farden

i
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18 The Post

Thursday, O¢

~ost feature

by Theresa Larner

1¢ history society of a picturesque
viliage near Rugeley is celebrating
tne first anniversary this week.
lwn History Society is one-year-old and
1hers arve hoping the anniversary is the first
uf inany to come.

The village is hundreds of years old and even
ot & mention in the Doomsday Book.
4iid the history society was set up to ensure
- character and memories of all those living
re kept alive
ure genera-

\ ~ The society
s 50 2 GOWS On
wre interested  fhe local

; past and
it for
ations.

knowledge of
generations of
the same
families who
have lived in
Colton for
years

Svkes
T we

: group

ily expunded over the year and now

) merabers.

lded: “When we started it was just a
sroup of people all interested in the his-

ol the village.”

¢ group meet once a month and regularly

village history group

e

entertain guest speakers.

They draw on the local knowledge of genera-
tions of the same families who have lived in
Colton for years.

As well as the primary school, old buildings
and beautiful scenery in the village, the skyline
is dominated by St Mary’s Church.

U ETEAL

Gill said the society has proved a massive sue-
Cess.

She said: “Some members and their families
have lived in the village for generations.

“And they share information gathered from
parents and grandparents before them about
how things were in days gone by.”

T
i o

If you would like
group Or organst
featured in The F
Theresa or Kevin

01543 258%
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Village
heritage
on show

COLTON History Society’s exhibition held at
the weekend attracted more than 400 visitors
and helped to highlight the society’s successful

application for grant aid from the National L L aln
Lottery Fund. . 's Sj
The society has received a £22,000 grant, JUBILEE PAPER: How the Queen’s Silver

Jubilee in 1977 was reported by the Rugeley

placing a video recorder to record living mem.- Times. Contributed photographs

ories and an audio recorder at the top of its
shopping list.

But one of the Fund’s requirements was that
the society must stage free exhibitions and
after Saturday’s success, it will now become an
annual event.

The society, formed two years ago, has 30
members who staged items for Saturday’s exhi-
bition which included artefacts donated by vil-
lagers and included photographs, maps, press
cuttings, historic wills, parish records, memora-
bilia and records from the village shop, smithy
and wheelwright.

There was also a copy of the Rugeley Times
on show with the 1977 Silver Jubilee as the
front page story. Also taking pride of place
was cake, baked by Nona Goring and showing
the society’s logo and incorporating a line
drawing of Colton church.

The society’s honorary president, Lady
Bagot, attended the exhibition which had been
officially opened by Councillor Tony Hill,
chairman of Lichfield District Council.

Staffordshire county archivist Thea Randall
drew for a raffle at the end of the
afternoon. Thanks were expressed by society
chairman Gill Sykes who made special mention
of Bill Brown, a committee member for his role
in copying the society’s pictures and articles.

The society meets on the third Thursday
each month at 8pm at Colton Village Hall.

i

ABSORBING: People with an interest in
Colton and local history gathered to view the
many artefacts of its history society.

i 1 EXHIBITS: Methods old and not so old
STALWARTS: Two members of Colton History were used to display Colton’s historical
Society who have been instrumental in its success :Lt:frggl:n-dh?J:lﬂsgmgltl%n::ﬁésﬁﬁom
since it was formed two years ago, Bill Brown and left. & lnot s ) g,
chairman Gill Sykes. » @ laptop computer

Staffordshire Newsletter, Thursday, August 26, 2004



CANNOCK & RUGELEY

H

Colton History Society chairman Gill Sykes, points out the Dom-
esday Book entry about the village to Councillor Tony Hill, Lich-

Bill Brown and Gay Lawrence

field District Council chairman,

) AN exhibition by a group of local
; | history enthusiasts in a Rugeley
village exceeded all expectations —
to the delight of organisers.
l Colton History Society’s special

exhibition was held last Sunday
(August 22) at the village hall and
secretary Bill Brown said more
than 450 people turned up to view
copies of parish registers and wills
dating back to the 1600s and to get
an insight into researching their
own family history.

Mr Brown added: “We also had a

visit from some Americans and
Czechs who were on holiday over
here as well as people who used to
live in the village.”

Joining members and visitors
were the society’s president Lady
Nancy Bagot and Lichfield District
?{qﬁncil chairman, Councillor Tony

ill.

Staffordshire county archivist
Thea Randall drew the raffle in
which the prize was a cake deco-
rated with a picture of the village
church of St Mary’s.
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Express & Star, Monday, August 23, 2004

Village looks at its history

Sonia Jenkinson with some historical items at the Colton village exhibition
Treasures from a Staffordshire village + | - ;
were unveiled to the public for the first time Report by Bri‘:ig:e-t'-:-'Ba""e“llce
at a special exhibition. Between 10am and 4pm villagers piled
Photographs, press cuttings and docu- into Colton Village Hall, in Reading Room
ments were on show to Colton residents at Drive, off Bellamour Way, to see the items.
the event yesterday. : As part of the initiative the Colton History
Video recordings of early village festivals, Society will be involving the whole commu-
artefacts and memorabilia from old vi nity in exploring, recording and sharing all
‘businesses was also revealed along with his- aspects of their industrial, geological, arche-
toric parish registers, wills and other docu- ological and cultural history
‘ments dating back to the 1600s. Memories villagers, will be recorded and
~_The exhibition was staged to launch ‘present day collections of events and activi-
Colton’s Local Heritage Initiative (LHI), ties'will be gathered. A website, pamphlets,
which has been given a £22,000 grant to aCD and a video diary will also be produced.

investigate and record local history, Call Gill Sykes on 01283 575 039.
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Exhib

B Right: Famous
Colton
photographer
and explorer,
Frederick
Bonney, o=
pictured during P
an expedition to 3
Australia in % A
1865, (5iP) s

by Carl Roache
Arls Reporter

olton History Soci-
C ety is giving you the

_oppormmt to step
back in time and discover
lthla secrets of past village
ife.

The society's exhibition is back
by popular demand, this time for
a whole weekend,

Last year's one-day event
proved a major success with over
450 visitors enjoying the exhib-
ition.

This year's exhibition will fea-
ture displays filled with emotive
photographs, press cuttings and
memorabilia.

Artefacts will also be on show
for guests' perusal as will video
recordings and historical docu-
ments,

There will be a number of fea-
tured th Including S 1
World War recollections, connec-
tions with steam and illustrious
past Colton residents.

One revered former villager
you can learn about is Frederick
Bonney who lived in Colton
House in the late 1800s.

Bonney was a keen photo-
grapher and explorer who em-
barked on a 16 year expedition to
the Darling River in the New
South Wales region of Australia
in 1885,

In 1883 he presented a paper to
the Anthropological Institute in
London, illustrating his findings
with a series of photographs,
which will be on display at the
exhibition.

The society's website, soon to
be online, will also be introduced
to guests as will various pub-
lications by society members.

Society president, Lady Nancy
Bagot, will officially open the ex-
hibition.

Gill Sykes, chair of the society,
said: "Our exhibition last year far
exceeded dur expectations, with
many of the people who attended
coming forward with informa-
tion and giving us a real incentive
to continue collecting memories,
records and artefacts both past
and present.”

Society secretary, Bill Brown,
explained that this year's event
would feature some special
Buests,

“We are doing a feature on the

Win

RUGELEY & CANNOCK MERCURY, Thursday, October 6, 2005 11

ion ‘better than ever’ thanks to Local Heritage grant
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W Below: This picture formed part of the sale |
catalogue in 1921 when Colton House was
sold at auction as part of the Bellamour Hall

Estate. It sold for £2,300. (si7)

evacuees and have made contact
with a few people who were evac-
uated here during the war, and
they will be visiting the exhib-
ition,” he said.

To tie in with the war theme, a
life-sized Anderson Shelter s be-
ing constructed for the exhibi-
tion.

“At the exhibition, people can
learn about the history of Colton
going back to the Domesday
Book,” explained Mr Brown.

“It will be an enjoyable day for
all the family that gives an insight
to the past in a way they can
understand and be a part of.”

The society was awarded a
£22,000 Local Heritage Initiative
{LHI) grant to support the ex-
hibition and their research.

The LHI grant comes from The
Countryside Agency with contri-
butions from the Heritage Lot-
tery Fund and support from
Nationwide Building Society.

The Calton History Society is
now trying to encourage the
whole community to take part in
exploring, recording and sharing

Ow On

i

their industrial, geological, ar-
chaeological and cultural his-
tory.

The exhibition will be at Colton
Village Hall, Reading Room
Drive, off Bellamour Way, Colton,
from 10am until 4pm on Saturday
and Sunday October 8 and 9.

Admission is free, with refresh-

bygone
days of village life

W Left: A picture of
Hollow Lane taken in the
1890s by Frederick
Bonney.

B Below: A Bonney
photo of Bellamour Way,
looking west towards
Moreton Brook Bridge

| taken during the winter

% snow in 1889. (57

M Below: Pictured in front of Colton House
with some historic photos are from left, Bev
Croft, Shirley Carter, Gay Lawrence and Gill
Sykes from Colton History

Soclely. (awa7se-13e30Mm)

ments and a raffle available,

The society meets monthly on
the third Thursday of the month
at 8pm, in the village hall.

For more information about

Colton History Society

contact Gill Sykes on
01283 575 039,
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Evacuees Reg Williams, Ken Maple and To
Karl Heinz get together at
A Staffordshire history society has staged
1ts second annual village exhibition to the
delight of hundreds of visitors.

The Colton History Society held the event
over the weekend at the village hall in Bel-
lamour Way and put on a wide range of dis-
plays about life in Colton.

Organisers decided to stage the exhibition
over two days after more than 450 people

attended last year’s event. Society secretary

the Colton Historical Society Exhibition

with veterans John Fisher and
in the village hall
Bill Brown said they had no hesitation with
making the show an annual event given last
year’s huge success.
He said: “Last year it was the first exhibi-
tion and we were inundated with the
response. We wanted to give people the
opportunity to spend more time there.”
Items on display included photographs,
press cuttings, documents, video record-
ings, artefacts and memorabilia,

ny Towner

M
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HISTORY SOCIETY: The society next month opens its doors to
reveal more treasures of Colton,

It will stage an exhibition for the second year on the weekend of
Saturday and Sunday October 8 and 9.

ltems on display will include photographs. press cuttings,
documents. video recordings. artefacts and memeorabilia.

This year, the exhibition will feature village recollections from the
Second World War, Colton's link with steam, illustrious past residents
of the village, the society's newly-developed website and publications
produced by the society and its members.
and much more besides.

The exhibition has been staged by the society with the support of
the Local Heritage Initiative, which awarded a £22,000 grant to the
society to investigate and record local history.

The grant comes from The Countryside Agency, with funds from
The Heritage Lottery Fund and supported by the Nationwide Building
Society.

As part of their Local Heritage Initiative, the society is now involving
the whole community in exploring, recording and sharing all aspects of
their industrial, geological, archaeological and cultural history.

This year. members have been busy recording the memories of
those living in the village as well as accumulating collections of events
and activities.

The exhibition is from10am until 4pm in the village hall each day and
will be opened by Lady Nancy Bagot. o

Said society chairman Gill Sykes: “The society is proving to be a
very popular village society. Our exhibition last year far exceeded our
expectations with many of the people who attended coming forward
with information and giving us a real incentive to continue collecting
memories, records and artefacts both past and present.”

The society meets monthly on the third Thursday of the month at
8pm, in the village hall sited at Reading Room Drive, off Bellamour
Way, Colton. Entrance is free and refreshments will be available.




JOHN RAY
REPORTS ON

® Above: Dan Howle, chair-
man of the North Stafford-
shire and Cheshire Tractlon
Engine Club at the controls
of Mrs, Elizabeth Mason's
Fowler roller, Below: Fowler
Super Lion BS crane engine
owned by H., L. Crane of
Lanesiield, Wolverhampton,

STEAM MEN
ON CAMERA

® Among the  many
people attending the Mid-
land Steam Festival at
the County Showground,
near Stafford, were many
familinr  faces on  the

preservation  scene, ple-
tured here are: left to
right: Mr, Hawkins,

David Vernon (Paddock
Master), A, Challinor,
Tom Varley, David Brad-
bury (Festival Co-ordin-
ator), Bill Hughes,
Mervyn Wright and R,
Martin,

ANOTHER MIDLANDS
STEAM SUCCESS

NCE again the weather was extremely kind to the organizers of the Midland
Festival of Steam and helped them to another outstanding success. Organ-
ized by a committee consisting of members of the North Staffordshire and
Cheshire Traction Engine Club and also Colton Village Hall Committee it was

held on the spacious County Showground on the

miles from Stafford.

The full extent of the show- “Pendle

. Sustex, V. M. Dunneit brou,
ground hpd been used, allow his Marstal o

1 0 S
alloted large areas for their f{.,’.’:"},},“ﬁxﬁcm‘;“lml" Rottlong
use, to ald communicationg an down
Internal telephone system had ownera J, Rathbone angd
been lnstalled over the whole Froud. A local engine ma.
of the ghowground and Marshall
adjacent car parks by the owned by
Mercian  Volunteers Wolver- brook
Flashbrook near N
Featival co-ordinator, David ;‘:I‘:‘:‘-nfm Saturday bt BH All:'
replaced it and re-

Ing the varjous exhibits to be

hampton detachment.

Bradbury, had assembled, as
usunl, an excellent gelection of

vimitors, the Fowler Super Hon
No. 17212 ex John Thompaons,

Engineers, Wolverhampton made 0 the main ring John
’ rance complete h’m’d E .

its  firat  Aappea
with akgrt ton jib. From Gis

rn
Na 1
Lancashire, Tom Varley brought 14382 “Excelslor”,

their drume
al
a
Mayes's McLaren
the
present at
driving the threshing box.

his Yorkshire Wagon No. 40,

man I&Kl?l
steamed her,
sleam engines and wagons In- yroion brought his Marshall
oluding,  severnl dirat . time b tf A0 OCKT 81427,

OWMANS: Fowler No. 153785,
"Supranulu"'. ‘Bishop Broa;

SH

Fowler No,
F.
“Rajah"
Burrell No,
W. H

d Locomotive: Burrell No,
008, E. W. Paget-Tomlinson.

No, 14381, "Exeal

Stafford-Uttoxeter road, three

Fowler No, 14382 “Excelsior”, J.
Mnyen,

Tractors: Mann No. 1287 “Tiny
Tim"”, the North Staffs and
Cheshire Traction Engine Club.
Aveling and Porter No. 11251, P,
. Edwards, Garrett No, 33086
“The Vietor”, A Tingay.

General Purpose: McLaren No,
127 “Little Wonder”, J. May
Foden No. 1174 “Pride of Leven”,

ens Ltd; Foster No, 12
“Winnie", Jim Daykin; Marshall
No, 66001 V. M. Dunnett; Mar-
shall No. 69324 "W
Bambrook and W. Allma
Fowler No, 8507 “Marlboroug)
J. J. and P. Wooliscrolft; Burrel
No. 2708 “The Admiral", North
Staffa and Ghuhlr? Traction

Marshall

B_a’lmclub: No T80
*"Welsh Lady" J. W, Cotton ;

uston Proctor No. 44834 "rul:r
Queen”, Capt. J. M. Hollinshead.

Steam Wagons: Yorkahire No.
040  “Pendlc  Queen”, 'Tom
Vnrla]v: Foden ~ No, 11788
“Matilda”, E. Middleton ; Sentinel
DG4 No. 8Tid4, Mrs. SBhirley
Froud wand J Rathbone;
Sentinel S4 No. 8942, D, Web-
ater; Sentinel 84 WNo. 0075
"Holmavallan”, Measrs. Brook,
Hirst and Marsden; Sentine] 84
No. B84, A. Wil
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LUCK AT

T’H E beautiful Summer

town in Wensleydale,

While attracting the
visitors it kept away many
locals who seized the chanee
to get in the long delayed

was below last year's 4,000
plus,

The eve-of-show  entertain-
mentment way provided {n the
Market Place * by  Preston's

I and Cole's organ,

Although the price of admis-
slon was up slightly compared
with last year, the wel ~pro-
diced programmey remained at
10p, with 44 page. Inaide the
attractive cover. Y:‘rlmhlre has
& few rallies In the course of
A year, but I can say with-
out fear of contradiction that
thy, Masham folkc put on A
show of outsatanding merit, For
that reason enthusiasts travel
Iurm: diatances in order to attend
a I have never yet heard a
complaint by visifors to the
rally,

Organizer Willlam A, Wine
and hig  colleagues appear
to hav, everything well planned
and the rl;]_v Wity well algn-

hay crop and the attendance I

showman's engine “Lightning J.

~ SUN BRINGS MIXED

MASHAM

By “CYCLIST”

weather proved a mixed

blessing for the organizers of the Steam Engine
and Fair Organ Rally at Masham, the quiet riverside

Aveling and Porter No, 14070;
B, Mettam's Aveling and Pors
ter No. 12467 “Fire Queen; T
Farrow's Fowler (number not
stated but I think it s 19204);
3, Rayner's Aveling  and
Porter No, 8806;
Rose™; R. K. Drury's Green
No. 2007; C. West's Marshall
No. TRR00 ; B Alderson’
Burrell No  4041; J. Smit
Aveling and Porter No. 6573;
. G. I'Anson's  Aveling and
Porter No. 11558,

ROAD LOCOMOTIVES: E,
H. Frank's Garrett No. 27946
John M. Crowther's Burrell No
3305 “'The Dalesman'

SPECIAL CLASS: Robert
Oliver's  Aveling and Porter
showman-Lype No.
“Hunalet".” Bullt in 1930 this
nnﬁinn atarted life in 1930 an n
roller, and It appeared as such
when it attended the Masham
rally in 1969, By 1971 it was
converted to a tractor, and
fitted with pneumatle tyres all
round. Last year its highly-
skilled owner " converted it to
ahowman type, and all those in
a position to judge rate it as
engineering: G. Wood and D. W
an_excellent plece of precision
Robi ‘s Ruston and Hornsby

posted  an . Pro-
grammes for Saturday and
Sunday were on the usual lines,
and among additional features
might be mentioned the Green
Howards Band and the West
of Yore Foxhounds. Thanks to
tha excellent co-operation  of
officials T wan able to obtain a
list of the engines present.

SHOWMAN'S ROAD LOCO-
MOTIVES: Richard Preston
and = Sons' Burrell No. 352
“Lightning I1T": W. A. and 8.
Marriott's  MeLaren No. 1713
"General French',

STEAM TRACTORS: Arthur
Fearnley's Fowler No, 144
“Pandora’; L. and W. Cole'y
Mann No. 1260; D. Bainbridge's
Wallis_and Steavens No. 7479;
Jack R. ledz!'l Aveling and
Porter No. 01831 “The Pirate”;
R and G. A. Walker's Garrett
g:l 3 :?:m “Viridlell.\m": F.

nbr §o'- Aveling and Pore
ter No. s &

STEAM WAGONS: Harry
Parkin's Foden No, a
Arthur Fearnley's Sentinel No.

1465; Lister Pearnln{l Hentinel
No. L« 5 0 Iversidge’s
Sentine|  tanker’ No. f
“Prince’.

GENERAL PURPOSE: P, H.
Opden's  Burrell No. 4032; J.
Whitwell's Clayton and
Shuttleworth No. 48385 “York.
shire Lass": F. J. ang C.
Harriwon's No. 32002
“Black Besy Meadow-

croft’s Marshall

Steam Rollers: Clayton and
Shuttloworth No. 46688, G, in-
ahall; Aveling and Porter No,
9128, D. J. Bennjon; Avellng and
Porter No. 10873, D, J. Harding;
Aveling and Porter No. 10064,
C. Cotton; Aveling and Porter
No. 0024, Mras F. - DBates;

(Please turn to page 19)

. A H

s Marahall No, 1713
A. C. Rockliff's Muarahal|
ST003 “Sury ‘i Zeke Myers's
T8T "Loughrigg';
Burrell 0, 1426

R and G. A
Walker'y Marshall No. 84679; A.
Rayley's Wallls and Steevens
No.

ROLLERS: J. bay and E.

Robinson's  Aveling ‘and Por=
ter No. 11093; G. W. Proctor's

1E Knebworth House

Stately Steam-Up made a
glorious start last week-end
when real summer sunshine
brought the crowds in,
cspecially on the Sunday, A
well-organised rally wWas
beautifully set in the grounds
of this stately home,

There was a splendid turn-
out of engines and these will be
detalled in next week's issue
of “The World's Fair” (July
29) with a full report of the
event and the falr which
accompanied it

On the right is a ploture of
Anderton and Rowland's
Burrell, “Lord Nelson” now in
the Natlonal Motor Museum at
Beaulleu, powering the famous

Knebworih House

Steam-Up

98-key Marenghi Military
Band organ built in 1911 for
Anderton  and  Rowland, a
sentimental reunion at several
events this year after 34 years
separation. The organ is now
looked after by a band o
enthusiasts led by Mich
Oliver. Below, the organ |}
been  pa Mr. W. H,
MeAlpine's Burrell “Ex
Mayor”, Bottom right are secn
four of the personalities of
the steam preservation move
ment, left to right Professo
Weekes; Commander Lascelles
W. H. McAlpine and John
“Neweastle” Brown,

L,
B

B[ GX]

ortable No. 163856 a five h.p
uilt in 1930, (I rather think
that thia Is the engine which
reader Mr. R. Harding in-
quired about on the letters page
last  week.) Commentary for
ring events was In thy cap-
able hands of D. James and
Doug Creany,

Lack of space forbids lating
the numerouy other entires such

6 A8  vintage tractors, veteran .

cars, vintage cars, vintage and
veleran motor eyele  “Scott'”
motor  oycles, historical com-
mereial vehic‘lel‘ vintage com-
merein]  vehiclea, vintage barn
engines, “Bygone hen”  and
mode enginnrlnﬁ. he model
tent housed a well-varied selee-
tion bullt to a variety of
»

Also  present were numerous
trada atands, and  Lenlie
Brown'y “browserie’  wan
thronged from opening time to
cloaing lll:ne. “Entf‘rnulc;mminlg-
cluded also the mmando
War Dogs; Clay Plgeon Shoot:
Military Dia| Ilgl lb{ R.AMP.
Mobile, R,A.B. . Mobile, R.E.
Corpm  Mobile; Kinx- Division,
Green Howards K.A.P.E.) and
18th Army Youth,

Organ variety

Organs were again a high-
light, and a special feature was
that they offered so much in

fat, f kes, types and
A. varlety of ma tg:

sizen,  Largest wag 98-key
Gavioli ex-White's Gaolden
Dragons (and the obliging Jack
Jude played me the musical
comedy selection “Little Nelly
Kelly™ by Cohan), Two 89-ke
Gnvf‘::un wery, those of Cole
and Secreeton—the latter being

(Flease turn to page 19)

IMINARY NOTICE FOR

IANIZERS ETC,

Dates for proposed Olde Tyme &
b am »

YORK JUNIOR L3
OLDE TYME & MODERN STEAM
FAIIL EXTRAVAGANZA,
FULFORD CAVALRY ARMY
ARRACKS, YORK,
FRI., NOV. 17 & SAT., NOV, 18,
SUNDAY, NOV

Any organ owners, engine owners
deslrous of attending please wrile
slating attendance fee to:
DOUBTFIRES, RAINBOW
SNACK BAK, RIPON

THE
JACK WILKINSON
COLLECTION

A unigque 8-page newspaper with over 40
pletures of Showmen's Engines In the 1930's,
most of them long since scrapy
printed. A real collector's treasure house.

5p PER COPY (BY POST, 74p)
DON'T DELAY — SEND TODAY !

Circulation Department
The World's Fair
Union Street, Oldham, Lancs.

ved. Superbly
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Festival of steam

P R e VA nits,

and relatively docile, it's re-

assuring to slip your hand

into father's as he steers you

past a shady corner at the
Midland Festival of Steam.

i Brian Jackson, a 33-year-old school caretaker from London, his 1939 Leyland Melz fire-

gine is more than just a hobby—it’s a way of life. His appearance at the festival is one stop

ring a week’s countrywide tour during which he has already turned down a £2,000 offer for
the engine from an American who flagged him down on the M:.

.

UFFING and puffing the
beleh their way across
scarred field. Monsters of a b;
gone age, the steam {tractic
engines of vesteryear live again .
the annual Midland Festival of Stear

Nearly three-dozen hooting giant
their flywheels whirling, are takir
art in this week-end’'s festival i
ellamour  Lodge, - Colton, ne:
Rugeley — once more commandir
respect befitting the dignity of king

Discovered rusty and neglected
half-forgotten, remote pastures ar
barns, the engines have been restore
to their former glory by enthusiast
ownere.

Together with as many veteran an
vintage cars, a pair of ancient fil
engines, six vintage motor-cycles an
a_handful of steam organs, the e1
gines will have attracted near]
25,000 people to the normally quie
six-plough Domesday village of Colto
by the time the festival ends th
afternoon.

Organised by the village hall con
mittee and the North Statlordshire an
Cheshire Traction Engine Club, the rall
included ladies® steering cvents, tractlo
engine races and tug-o'-wars, The worl
horses of half a century ago are now tk
stars of a travelllng circus of steam.

But someé of the glants, welghing an)
thing from six to 16 tons, still work fc
their keep, threshing, soll sterilising an
tree-hauling.

They eat coal and drink water -
swallowing a hundredwelght of fuel an
more than 200 gallons of water ever
dozen miles—as they chug along at
m,p.h,

During the summer they travel hur
dreds of miles to rallies the Jength an
breadth of the country, thelr gleamin

can tourlsts.

Bult thanks to thelr owners, an
rallles like the Midland Festival ¢
Steam, the old traction engine, like roa:
beef and Yorkshire pudding and th
Changing of the Guard, remains part ¢
Britain's heritage.

tha
mi
fo
ag
seq
of
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| A DASH OF PETROL AND OIL
IND THE SOUND OF ORGANS

Foden’s four-ton steam bus was built 25 years before Suzetle Melvin

(19) was born. A replica of Pufling Billy, it now provides an historic back-

ground for Suzette, a housewife from Stallord, and her Wesl Highland
Lerrier, Pippy.

\

; NP, : : : A ;
Its brass glittering in the sun, the showman's six-ton locomotive Queen Mary was buil

War Department order in 1919 for gun haulage. Two years later it was used for a less
task, pulling 40-ton blocks of stone on Portland Bill,

Pictures by KENNETH GREEN

Story by ROGER MC
A peaked cap, an oily rag and lDA;'calunId Paul Wood,
from Cheshire, is a king among Kings on a 1902 agri-
cultural engine.

*d by the
el of his
10-ton
', Brian
lson, of
otl - in -
ay, near
ixeter,
i a final
ment Lo
wichinery
e engine
enovaled
linding it
4 in a
FFor his
three-
- old -
(right),
pen cab
P com-
le vant-
point  to
e parade
snorting
nsters.

|4 o R e Dl _ B SRS 1 VPR S
As the sun sinks and the clanking of a field of engines dies away, all that remains to be done is a final oil and ¢
over before turning in. With a silhouetite of funnels in the background, Mrs. Lucy Fearnley, from Castl

Yorkshire, prepares her husband’s engine for anot her day’s festival.
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large crowd which attended the last Festival o

Winnie, a Foster double-crank compound traction engine, preparing to show her

Festival director Mr. David Bradbory (lefe) with Mr. J. C. Price

(Colton's parish council and village hall chairman) who owns the

festival site, near the ruins of the old hall, reputed to have been
haunted,

REDISCOVERING
OUR INDUSTRIAL
HERITAGE

"I'HIS is by many people’s standard the Throwaway Age, the
age when little is sacred, much expendable and all status
symbols essentially new. An age in which articles of every

description are manufactured
obsolescence dates,

An age in which the technician
rushes to complete a job on Friday

ecause he fears his work will be
obsolete on Monday.

Will everything be lost? It is a
depresing thought and one which
has probably given impetus to the
growing interest in industrial arch-
aeology, devotees of which are
doing for England’s industrial past
what other preservation societies
have done for England’s beautifu
buildings and countryside. Long
may they fourish,

People think

are king again ol
Yhelr industrial heritage, apprecia-
ting the romance and wonder in
the ancient winding gear and the
defunct iron furnace.

DAWLEY PLANS

Dawley New Town announces
plans to make the old Coal
brookdalefIronbridge area into

tually a parkland and museum,
Hardheaded businessmen rebuild
and recreate  old  industrial

machines like contemporary sculp-
tors. Many are rediscovering the
beauty and dignity in industrial
relles which once were thought to
possess no such qualities,

One of the most fascinating
sources of study in this respect is
the machinery of the early indus-
trial era, when inventive man
sought to supplement the muscle-
power of the overworked labourer
and the overladen horse,

e udnd e A R ala s

to planned breakdown and

achievements must stand steam
motiy, particularly the ele-
gant monsters. we now call steam
traction engines, which trundled
along England’s roads for genera-
tions—made the roads themselves,
drove the threshers, drove indeed
a thousand different machines on
their endless belts. Their tasks
were legion and they should not
be forgotien.

Are we in England reawakening
to the wonders of these machines?
Hopefully, it would seem so. Steam
trag and vintage and wveteran
vehicle societies are active these
days and their interest is not
wholy academic,

&g

Their members are to be found
rediscovering, rebuilding, re-
furbishing, in sheds and garages

all over the cou . The fruits
of their dedicated labours are the
restoration of Jlost elegance and
forgotien beauty.

A rare opportunity
landers to see such history in
action legitimate and undevised,
presents itsell at Bellamour to.
day ar tomorrow  (Sunday) at
the Festival of Steam.

Old Bellamour Hall saw all the
vicissitudes of the Industrial Revo-
lution and must have seen the
waxing and waning fortunes of
steam power in all its stages, Now
in its grounds this weekend is
a show which to a grear degree
reflects the history of machine
locomation ove

for Mid-

Steam.

[ EIGHING jus
‘h\ tonlsl. 4 nnsid
the smallest engin
lands Festiva
Being of this
known as a

an Ve
tons it could be used on the road
under the control of one man.

Normally two were required, a
driver and a steamsman. From
the very outset of this Act econo-
mies could be seen and soon steam
tractors were an everyday sight on
the highways and byways,

These first  tractors  were
reduced versions of the familiar
traction engine and were basically
two-man machines. This produced
difficultics when one man was sup-
posed to drive, steer and look after
the fire and water:

By the turn of the
Mann and Charles of Leeds had
decided to produce a one-man
operated machine capable of a
multitude of services, The result
was ~the Mann's Patent Steam

century

Tractor.

FIRE HOLE

To obtain  this machine the
designers took a further look at
the familiar steam traction engine
and then, instead of keeping the
driver at the rear, placed him
alongside the boiler and made the
fire hole down by his feet, This
meant that he was roasted on one
side and frozen on the. other!
(Doubts have been expressed if
this is the official reason for this
unique arrangemen; now  only
being found on two locomotives
working on a narrow-gauge railway
in North Wales!),

This arrangement left the space
at the rear for a large water tank,
the coal being carried in a bun-
ker in front of the driver’s feet.
And so “Tiny Tim" was born.

With subsequent revolutionary
changes it is not surprising that
these  little  mauchines did not
catch on and very few were made,
despite the fact’ thar they were
capable of road haulage, threshing
and even direct ploughing.

Therefore it was with great in-
terest that in 1959 the North
Staffordshire and Cheshire Trac-
tion Engine Club heard the news
that one of these interesting
machines was available for sale at
Pickering in Yorkshire,

The next week-end several club
members travelled to Yorkshire to
see “Tiny Tim" at the Pickering
Rally, where unfortunately the
little chap was not feeling too
good. He ended up having to be
towed out of the arenal

Steam engine men are a senti-
mental lot and “Tiny Tim" was
bought on ihe spot and arrange-
ments were made to transport him
to a new home in Staffordshire,

Since then very extensive repair
work has taken place, including
new drive  gears. and  boiler
repairs, so the fine engine to be

llamour today,.although

_seen at Bellamo

Village

setting

for big
rally

VWHY has the six plough

Domesday  village  of
Colton become the centre of
the annual Midlands Festival
of Steam? Why with a popula-
tion of less than 1,000 today
does Colton aspire to attract
thousands of visitors to a
steam-age festival?

The answers tell a story of en-
terprise, initiative, foresighted-
ness, and of a chance contact
with a club in need of a site for
an annual rally.

Behind it all is a long story of
a village's efforts to restore its
centre of community life, the vil-
lage hall, known since last cen-
¢ as the ading Room,

1960, when the present
gemeny commitiee took office
village hall was in disrepair
and E14 in debf. A public meeting
decided that the existing room
sould be renovated and improved
and by the cnd of the year with
the aid of dances and whist drives
a balance of £30 had accrued,

5 progress was considered
ineflectual and a separate Village
Hall  Entertainments  Commi
was formed. A major money-rais-
ing effort, a barbecue, in 1962
then brought the fund up to £445
and, spurred on by its success, a
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Standing majestically, this Garrett showman's tractor- will be
remembered from the last festival at Bellamour,

he time when
ghosts walked
at Bellamore

VVILL the ghost of Bellamore be awakened by the stean

hissing reminders of bygone days that fill the quiet Colic
countryside this weekend? Will she walk again among the ruil
of the former Astons home around which this year's Festiv

further barbecue was planned for
> 1963,

sible and who Fhils

of Steam takes place?

Then came the liaison. A chance Legend intermingles with remin-
contact by a member of the vil- ders of psychic rescarch at Bella-
lige hall com with. ' the mour today and there are people
gecretary of the North Stafford- living in Colton who declare that
shire and Cheshire Traction Engine cries have been heard coming
Club, who at the time were seek- from the meadow opposite the
ing: a site for an annual rally, lodge on the road from Rugeley.
resulted in the Bellamour traction  There is Mr. J. C, Price, the
engine rallv. held only four weeks present owner of the ancient
alter the 1963 birbecoe “estate; with inforniation gained by

This was just the opportunity the Birmingham Psychic Research
the Colton committee had been Soclety through a medium  who
secking and the joint efforts con- spent a clairvoyan; midnight hour
tinued, By the end of 1963 the at the Old Hall four years ago.
village hall fund had a balance There is also the statement made
of £1.160, by the end of 1964 it by a former resident, Mr. H. Mor-
was £1,605, after receiving a rall of Dudley, to a newspaper in
share of the traction engine rally 1955 which cannot be discounted
profit of £930. by those who love 1o abolish

Then the committee, in conjunc- ghosts.
tion with the traction engine club, Mr. Morrall said that on Sep-
decided to widen even further the tember 14, 5, his twin sister,
scope of the annual event which born in the Old Hall, was
was already being  attended by awakened and in the moonlight by
12,000 to 15,000 people, They em- what she thought was a man in
braced all aspects of steam power, fowing black robes, with a_ bsiu-
vintage and veteran cars, motor tiful face, beckoning her. Exactly
cycles, and also gave facilities for a year later the same thing hap-
railway preservation societies to pened again!
exhibit at the festival. After thay she had a collie dog

The men behind
the festival

"I'WO personalitics stand out in ¢ jon with the 1

Midlands Festival of Steam at Bellamour, Colton. One is
the owner of the site, Mr. John Charles Price, who lives at
Bellamour Lodge. The other is Mr. David John Bradbury, of
Brindley Bank, Rugeley just over the Colton parish

boundary. Technical College, Mr. Bradbury

Mr. Price, who sought “a place | works for W. H. Dorman, Stafford
in the country” rather than con- [diesel engine manufacturers, in
tinuing living "in West Bromwich, | spite of his love of steam!
specialises in breeding Large White | It was in 1961 that he developed
pigs and Friesian cartle at Bella- | the traction engine side of his
mour, It was his offer of a site in |enthusiasm for steam by joining
Bellamour Park which made first | the North Staffordshire club. He
the giant barbecue, then the annua] has been an active traction engine
festivals, possible, man ever since, one year taking

After a rest last year while a part in the famous London to
new site matured, he has enabled Brighton run,
vast improvements to be carried
out in siting and parking at to-
day's festival,

Keen on community work, Mr.
Price is this year’s chairman of
Colton Parish Council as wel] as
being chairman of the Village Hall
Management Committee, Himself
a collector of antiques of all kinds,
he has already acquired a vintage
tractor, »

A “neutral™ chairman has been
appointed to manage this year's
poing  festival commijtee — Mr,
Charles Shelley of Rugeley, for-
merly of the neighbouring parish
of Colwich. Mr, Shelley is himself
a steam enthuosiast as a well as a
headmaster,

Chairman of the North Stafford.
shire and Cheshire Traction Engine
Club is Mr. R. D, Howell of New-
castle-under-Lyme,

The link man who made the liai.
son between the two bodies pos-
year is acting.

S

slecping under her be

always
She never again saw anything, b
she heard footsteps which frig
tened the dog and caused it
howl, but not to leave the bed

he would had the footsteps be
human,

Mr. Morrall recalled thar sor
timg afterwards the Lady Bag

~of e -day - Inycatigated ol

dent and found that 4 man w
murdered there in 1698, his wide
becoming a nun. It would appe
to have been the widow's gho
that was ing at midnight,

Some years alter the inciden
Mr. Morrall said he also hea
footsteps and the door-latch lifre
He shouted and the footsteps we
quictly downstairs,

WRINGING HANDS

The 1963 clairvoyant’s expel
ence was also of tragedy, a la
wringing her hands, breathing ha
and apparently suffering from
throat complaint, There was
cross round her throat and a mi
was carrying a Bible, There we
lots of trees around, she said.

Old Ballmore Hall was built
1639 hy Herbert Aston, for his |
years-old  wife, who bore hi
eight children but died when on
40, He named it from the ltalu
“Bell amore,” not from the Fren:
as one would assume from today
spelling.

After his  wile's death o
daughter, Katherine, became a nt
at Louvain, where two aunts we
nuns—-one being the superior,

Herbert narrowly escaped beir
included in the Popish Plot
1680, when the _conspirators a
tempted to make Bellamore tl
scene of the supposed conspirac
through a Morrall, who howeve
refused to become involved.

The estate passed to cousin
the Blounts, and a newer how
(also demolished) was builg in 179
but Lady Blount was burnt
death in 1805 when a spark (ro
a frre fell on her dress.

Twenty vears later Mr. Edwai
Blount, her son, sold the esta
to Mr, J. Oldham and later it wi
sold fo Mr, T. B. Horsfall, Ti
newer hall was demolished

'S,
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Express & Star, Friday, November 18, 2005

Next week sees the one hundred |
and fiftieth anniversary of the |
murder of John Parsons Cook by |

local phésician. Doctor William
Palmer. GIL HOUSEMAN tells the |=
gruesome story et

iam Palmer, christened |

b%f the press as “The Prince |

of Poisoners’, was born in |
Rugeley on August 6, 1824. '

His father, a sawyer (woodworker), is
said to have embezzled a modest fortune |
from his employer before his premature |
death, leaving his mother a wealthy
widow.

Discharged from two apprenticeships due
to theft and philandering, Palmer opted for a
mreer in medicine, using family influences

to gain a position as a ‘walking student’ at
the Stafford Free Infirmary.
thr\! Wllllll:m shcwr}e'd nDn unhealt! n:'ldtomutt in
t isons kept in the Dispensary, ing to o
l'u‘]‘nlmlzieinur m]:ated specll"rrl!ly to prevent him
gaining further access to the poison cabinets.

It was whllnltudyi ot Stafford that Palmer's
first su;la_ﬁwd im died having entered into a
fnt.aId mmpetluouwal.h er. It has been

r. at ‘something’ was sllppod into the

runfoﬂunam drink to make him sick and that

B?: ‘prank’ went wrong. He was discovered outside
in the yard dead moments after leaving for air.

Palmer completed his medical training
Londan in 1846 gaining a reputation for drinking,

bling, womanising and a being a financial lin-
ility~ Palmer was coached throu '. he exam but
failed to pay his monlur s foe. - i

The Pal; fi ere very much respected in
their Mmr;:rw:rm ilinm h:{li.ytwo brothers, both
professionals, and a sister. One brother was a solic-
itor and the other a local chaplain, both giving
William additional respectability and making the
revelation of his mu s career all the more
shocking. i

On W llllumn return to Rugeley in 1847 Iw :
married Annie Thornton an heiress topn:i'pm
Stafford, inz!udinx the Noah's Ark house

Killer studied medicine at Stafford Free Infirmary

Prince of poisoners
who thrived on death

Doctor Palmer wlth one of the horses from his stables

(nnw lhn Surgery bar).

In the same year he mhctjsh?dn pr&c-
tice in Rugeley but very quickly found the
rk tedious, ot ry“s someone to do

wol
much of the wr{:’gﬂn he devoted his
time to womanising and building a stable.
In 1848 Annie gave birth to a son who
christened llmrn Of Palmer's five
legitimate children only his eldest son
BUrviv
This led later to claims that he po
soned at Ismtwoul‘hm babies by dlpﬁ
his fingers in poison and coated
with s encouraging them to suck
them. nodam theones suggest that the
children died ofnatura] causes and were
due to a hereditary illn
Throughout his youlh Palmer had
spent beyond his means, looki: h
mnl.hor ta bale him out when his Ilf'n—ul
t up with him. However, in Iﬂf.erﬁ
uukm.-d for t:;Illmr :;urm of ready
mnnu:r His gambling. Palmer
took out loans to pay off his tors. of
No sooner paid off one gambling debt than he
1nvu‘l¢d in a new horse in the hupe of recouping all his
ney. His reputation preceding him and Palmer soon found
hn muld. onhr obtain lmu from disreputable sources, who
flecced him Pnl.mer 5 molhemn-hw an
aleoholic, went tos! mmnmcur-
mlglllnm She told her dau;htar that sh

their house alive.

Within weeks her had come true. Palmer was dis-
mayed when, however, his wife did not inherit her mnlhnr '
property, merely an annual income from the rents —
not even enough to cover a month's interest on his debts nnd

s0 he needed to act quickly.

Aleoh?igc i

s an ving he,gun an
ive-in maid, Palmer insured
Annie's life for £1 She wal dead within six months. It
was later discov tha:. Palmer slept with their maid on the
night of poar Annie’s funeral.

ite reservati the paid u

However, such were Pa[umr (] dnhl-i by then that the mnnny
barely covered them, Now he turned his attentions to his alco-
llnllc mther Wn]l(rr, whomllfn heinsured for £14,000in ﬁpnl

In April 1854, with
affair with the I'mnfl m

Notlu mnnnuing the arrest
Doctor Will

linm Palmer

kably with William Palmer in atten-
dance, Despite his attempts to oonu:rm
nate the samples take for analysis and late
to xrrang for the mch carrying thn
be mm:rn , they reached
thv.-lr destination safel; beg
Next Palmer bribed the Rugeley Post-
master to look out for the 's report
fmm Dr Taylor in London en this
Palmer read it before having it re-
mled and delivered to the Coroner. Auda-
| ciously Palmer sent the Coroner a basket of
ham with a note recomme averdict of
¢ by na causes’. The mqumt.
however, brought in a w.',l'dn:r. of !
wilfull ||:|m|sterod illiam
Palmer’, and he was
William Palmer's wife and brother,
Walter, were exhumed and an inquest
returned a verdict of wilful murder on
i both. The ‘”&1};‘" trial notice said he was
tobe tried at Stafford for all three murders.
I.mll!'wlmgewnl. however, so enraged that
he had to tried at the Old Bailey in
London where he stood nst the single indictment for lha
murder of John Parsons
Much of the evidence, lm:lud. the testimany of wit-
n was “Ul:jl!lnhh to the ?wntlha bnfnm t u trial.
‘This, along with hearsay statements from
makn.mwhluhodmm I

to bear or names to Times
leave  in February 1856, This publication was, uf‘mmo‘ lable to
allof th 1 Id adjust their own state-
ments accordingly.

Aftera twel Wl'l.hnm Pa.lmerwufomldxullw on

May 27th, and mntnmad to den { The sentence
was to be carried out at Sulh!;ltsrd Gan within nght of the Infir-

training.
Such was his nownw a crowd of some 35,000 men,
waomen and children to witness his execution before
StafTord Gaol on Jum 14th, nearly three times the town's
population,
Composed

Special trains were laid on to bring people to watch the spec-
tacle from all corners of the county.

The rope is said to have made two or three times the length
rech mﬂll]l&rmnnmdur sold off s *the rope that hanged
Wi lnm

n he waited a few months before
s o ot i Following Ve P’ deth the

insurance com, sent a detective to investi I.etllocase.
While he coul t’ml sufficient evidence of rhlqy the
im was refuse - Walter T for no!
A few months later, and with his debts still muunh_ng,

Palmer visited the Shrewsbury Races with his ling

friend John Parsons Cook on 13th November. Cook's hurae
th&nrmnlunmrthnumorzsooohulmwdmns
sealed his fate. On their return to Rugelay, Cook became very
ﬂlmdmﬂwnded,ntthemboimbybothw‘lllmm

Palmer stol stole Cook's betting book and took the coach to
London where he managed, by d to collect his win-

nings. When he 1'.0 R eﬁnﬂhl}r
of strychnine. Early the ful]mrlns mununs of Wi
Novwber 21st Jolln Parsons Cook died in agony ol’w’hnt was
hmbellwed

" s Ny s

of Palmer and

: IMIWIMW which was held five days later, nun

Df"' ion Palmer was visited bﬁlthe
' l:hi with him to confess, Wil
md ming tha he had not poisoned Cook by
ve taken this to suggest tha h
murdur Cook bu anotlwr means. Palmer remained mol
an compoaadr.othusnd His lnst request was a glass of cham-
0. In I'mnl. of llls he was seen to blow the bubbles
5? ng that lhny gave him indigestion.
Thnunct ber uf murdered is not Imuvm
some historians have put. e ﬁgurual high as twelve, others
four or five. He was a master at manipulation and ruthless in
his desire for money to fund his gambling addition. However,
he became convinced of his oum invineibility and this made
him careloss in leaving a host of clues which the police used to

clinch the case him,
o case, the name of Palmaer lives on while

As 80 often is
I.hmufh: cti hu lame faded Palmer
mmtalmlnx'bym lV .w

P AP AP PP N

The Prince of Poisoners - Doctor William Palmer
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History of
village put
on display

i

Steam engineers John Bradb
bury and David Dale and engine Little Mac

, Andrew Brad-

ps

g ..,, '
Evacuees Reg Williams, Ken Maple and Tony
Towner with veterans John Fisher and Karl Heinz

20D Chieniele

MEMBERS of a historical group staged their second
annual village exhibition last weekend - to the delight of
hundreds of visitors,

The Colton History Society held the event at the
village hall in Bellamour Way over two days following the
success of last year's inaugural event.

Society secretary Bill Brown said: “Last year it was the
first exhibition and we were inundated with the
response.

“We wanted to give people the opportunity to spend
more tume there,”

Items on display included photographs, Press cuttings,
documents, video recordings, artefacts and memorabilia.

There were also special features on village recollec-
tions from the second world war, the area’s steam her-
itage and prominent people to give a valuable insight into
Colton’s history.

The exhibition was staged with the support of the
Local Heritage Initiative, which has awarded the group
a £22,000 grant to investigate and record local history.

As part of its work, the society is trying to involve the
whole community in researching, recording and sharing
all aspects of its industrial, geological, archaeological and
cultural history.

The group is also set to launch its own website in the
near future,

M.

Canal life enthusiast Julie Thorn and Family His-
torian Sonia Jenkinson at the exhibition
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The way we were

Express & Star, Friday, February, 17, 2006

Colton House which belonged to the Bagot family

-

it 1B TN m————p e !
The Old Rectory was the oldest building in the village Bellam

Village’s past

T

our Lodge was built in 1851 by James Oldham

life is

revealed by website

These pictures of the village of
Colton, situated between Lich-
field and Rugeley, are taken
from a new website.

The website - www.coltonhistory.
org.uk — has recently been launched
thanks to a cash injection of £22,183
from the Local Heritage Initiative.

It aims to both share the research of
Colton History Society, and to encourage
people with local connections to contribute
to its unfolding story.

A section of the new site is dedicated to
Buildings of Note, from where these pic-
tures are taken. Colton House was the
smaller Manor in Colton belonging to the
Bagot family. It is not known who built the

Report by Faye Casey
Pictures Colton History Society

property but the Queen Anne style is of the
early part of the 18th Century.

The present house has a wealth of
history, and details of many who lived there
are revealed on the website,

Converted

But probably the most celebrated occu-
pant to live there was eric Bonney in
the 1890s. The Victorian explorer, who
spent more than 20 years in Australia, even
created an arboretum around the lakes
which used to be opposite the house.

Colton House was also occupied by the
army in the Second World War, and after-
wards was converted into six flats.

The J;resent owners bought the house in
the 1970s, and it is slowly being restored to
its former glory.

The Old Rectory was the home for the
Rector of St Mary's Church, the oldest
building in Colton, for many years. It was
built on the east side of the church in the
19th Century, after originally being on the
west side, but this was deemed uﬁm]thy
because it was built on damp, low land.

The Old Rectory was home to the Rectors
of Colton until the 1970s, when the church
decided it was too big and costly to run.

It was then sold as a private house and a
new Rectory built back on the west side of
the church%ellum our Lodge is described as
a “19th Century grace and favour house”
and was built in the Victorian style in 1851
by James Oldham, the owner of the Bellam-

our Estate, for his unmarried daughter.

Over the years the house was extended
and its gardens improved to make it one of
the grandest houses in the village.

Restored

After changing hands several times the
house finall Euased out of the Oldham
family in 1935 and was bought by the
Riley's, a shoe manufacturer from Stafford.

It was then bought by a Birmingham
business couple, the Morleys, and in the late
1940s by John Price, a former dentist who
farmed on the land until his death.

The Lodge was then restored to much of
its original elegance by the present owners.

An old photograph of pupils waiting outside St Mary’s School in the village

Ir
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Web of village bistory

by LESLEY GOODERIDGE

S LOCAL historians in a village near Rugeley have unlocked
j the door to many fascinating secrets behind the facade of one

“BA Of its most nmPresswe buildings.

" Colton House in the village of Colton may well stand on the site of the origi-

' nal r|:1ain manor house recorded as belonging to Azeline in the Domesday

Book.

The present house is in the Queen Anne style of the early 18th century but
itis its occupiers which give the building such a colourful history.

William Pigott, a gentleman who kept harriers, lived there in the 1770's and
Lady Blount of Bellamour Hall occupied it whilst the new Bellamour Hall was
being built nearby in the late 18th century.

In 1795 a merchant who had sugar plantations in the West Indies owned it
but died when his ship disappeared on a voyage back from St Croix in the West
Indies. In the 1851 census records for Colton, a boy's school for some 18
boarders was being run at Colton House by a Mr Mills.

But perhaps its most celebrated occupant came there in the 1890s.

. Frederic Bonney was born in Rugeley but as a young man went out to Aus-
L tralia to work with his elder brother in the sheep stations north of Adelaide.
Gay Lawrence, of Colton Local His- A keen hotographer, he took many pictures particularly of the Aborigines
tory Society launches the new webs- but also of the settlers and places around him.
ite outside her home, Colton House He also took notes about the customs and practices of the Aboriginas and
_ his informative collections were
later deposited with the
museum of Australia in Sydney.

Returning to  England,
Bonney tenanted Colton House
for a number of years and
created an arboretum around
the lakes that used to be oppo-
site the house. Some of the
trees he planted can still be
seen.

Occupied by the army during
the war, the house was con-
verted into six flats before being
bought by a developer in the
1970s who strippéd it of many of
its features, built houses in the
courtyard and sold the gardens.

Its present owners have care-
fully restored the house to its
former glory.

® From the Colton Local

History website at
The historic Colton Honga == f;iies a=m CPIIDE, i byt
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CAMPAIGN: County
archivist Thea
Randall who has
campaigned to save
the papers. Jon
Thorne

Historic
papers
to stay
in the
county

STAFFORDSHIRE'S
valuable Sutherland
Papers have been
secured now that coun-
cil bosses have rubber-
stamped plans to buy
them in a £2 million
deal.

The collection will be
bought by the Stafford-
shire and Stoke-on-
Trent Archive Service in
time for the March 31
deadline bid.

The archive charts the
lives of the Leveson-
Gower family, the
Dukes of Sutherland
who lived at Trentham
Hall near Stone.

‘The papers have been
on loan to the county's
record office since 1959
but the Sutherland trus-
tees announced last year
they wanted to sell
them.

Since then, there has
been a feverish fund-
raising campaign to
keep the collection in
the county.

Cash help has come
from a range of organi-
sations, including a
£1.35 million lottery
grant, while the Staf-
fordshire and Stoke-on-
Trent Archive Service
has pulled in £657,000
through donations and
money-spinning events.

At a meeting of Staf-
fordshire County Coun-
cil’'s cabinet committee
yesterday, members
approved the purchase
of the papers.

Councillor Susan
Woodward said: “We
should congratulate eve-
ryone who worked on
this. i L
“It is so important
that these documents
are retained for future
generations.”

—_—

Staffordshire Newsletter, Thursday, February 23, 2006

.Vlllage Wlth world view

- VIEWS of old Colton are now
3 beamed around the world
"V-'.ﬁl.:h to the initiative of Colton
ory Society’s membersin
F"ﬂlﬂtﬁh‘ their own website,
g ujhhlst of th village.jlll
- e
| mile lhm Rugeley. opes llo’
website will encourage people
with local connections to
contribute to their unfolding
story.
The website was launched with
a grant of £22,183 from the Local
Heritage Initiative, having
researched many aspects of local
life uncovering tales of local
residents, such as Victorian
explorer Frederic Bonney and
plantation owner John Heyliger
Burt.
The society’s Bill Brown said:
“The website is full of topics and
ures that we hope will be of
terest to people all over the
world.

“*We have already had feedback
from as far away as New Zealand
and Australia. With the increasing
interest in family history, we are
hoping that people with historical
connections to Colton will make
contact and add to our
information about Colton’s past
as well as us being able to help
them. *

The website address is
www.coltonhistory.org.uk

TI-lE OLD DAYS: ﬁbmro. a village scene hatuﬂng the Dun Cow pub
in the background. Below, matrons of the village gather to be
photographed which, in Edwardian times, would have been
mﬂlrund asa nmny. (Contributed photographs):
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1Goch
‘|offensive was Major L. Roberts, of

" W. Midlands Men
- In Goch Fighting
One of the first to get within

sight of the German key town
during the Canadian Arnfyg

60, Ward-road, Gold - hi
Wolverhampfon. He ltéziurar.l ctlilllxil-'
pany of Somerset Light Infant
in which a number of Stafford-
shire men are serving, in a bril-
L::c%i;grﬂ::g'l;: whiclh iained the high
> overlookil
rrt(a)m' the north. O NSE D o
ver a riod of 12 i
battalion of the Somersegsas;:sé.rf-ﬁalg
out a serfes of highly - successful
attacks east of the Reichswald
Forest towards Goch. In three
ggggr ;hgira?apuggg some 900 pri-
f or i
clagiﬂing 300—400. K- oy
er Major Roberts's coi
had taken one of its objectli)ilrggnz
German ration vehiele a-ttempf:ed
to pass across the front of their
Ppositions. Sergeant J. Chinnock,
of Rose Villa, Colton, Rugeley, shot
the two Germans in the driver's
cabin and captured the vehicle,
Among other Staffordshire men
Lance-corporal A. Tapper, of .34
S%?otﬁ-sétgggt, North Walsall, did
“work i :
sty in the capture
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“colour the liie anc
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great musician
he was inspire
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Wilfred
Elizabeth
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monic Orchestra,
directing this insp
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:;,ctia"ls' o had lighle difficulty in accounting |
}npo e the |fex %;that lacked the services

1 £
1
London

Norman Walker
iring pi’ctm_'e.
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~ Sapper

BRAVERY ON ITALIAN FRONT
It is announced that the the ‘Military
Medal has been awarded io Sapper Russel!
William Bastwick Lees, Royal Engineers, «f
Colton, Staffs., for services on the Italian
Pt X :

The citation states: ¢ On July 28th, 1944
near; Sassoferrato, Driver Lees was driving
his troop leader’s scoub car with a patrol
of armoured cars, when they proceeded alune
up an alternative route to reconnoitre a Je-
molition. = ' e

« Whilst the troop leader was looking .t
N thig he was mortally wounded by an enatmy

- aachine-gun firing from S50 yards rause
P i .e-f;:;'lex-?was ‘thrown on to the back of the ve-

{ “hicle, g Fps .
; ~ “ Ignoring the enemy fire, Driver ILees
{ lifted the officer back into the car, fully e-
¥ posing himself. He returned the enemy fire
: with a Bren gun. Then, being unable »
change the magazine withou, exposing hir:.
self agam, he reversed the scouf car for
‘several hundred yards until it fell into the
ditch, still receiving repeated hits. He there-
upon wirelessed for assistance and atlended
{0 the officers, who died a few minutes luter.
The armoured cars then arrived and extil-
cated them. :

“Phroughout this action, which lasted for
ten minutes, Driver Lees was alone jn the
vehicle with the unconscious officer, and
under continuous close range fire without
support. He did everything possible to save
his troop leader's life, and there is no douby
that his bravery, initiative and coolness pra- |
vented his vehicle from falling into enemy '
B
|  ENTERTAINMENT FOR
' RUGELEY P.0.W. CHILDREN

 Visit To Pantomime
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dettded|/
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pantomime “ Dick
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AN EXPIRED LICENCE. A
Tdward Lowe, of Oldham Bubp-|
galow, Colton, was summoned for |
{driving a jorry. without a licence |’
.| on March

7th, and his employer,
| Alfred Bates, junr, Trent Valley
| Wharf, Rugeley, was ‘summoned
for permitting the

| RUGELEY CIVIL

| AU RUGELEY JUNIORS
| @iWilDefence, who become the
Hévholders of the Fishley Cup,

{ev of the Juniors’ usual|ogih, He SSLAEX
Sbai1 Cloals were scored bY|carry the licence with me, and
oy: (5), Osborne, Davis,|had overlooked that it had ex-
PfiE ‘ Crutchley, while|pired. When interviewed ‘Bates
said the driver “told him the
licence was in order, and was
| unaware he %ad not renewed it.
| - Towe was fined 30s. and B@.tﬂs\

.

et R S L L L e e S
e  Civil'Defente oo a-
e Rdgé?{'sigun,iprs‘ e



“THE ENGLISH village
is a relic: it is even a mira-
culous relic!” so said G. K.
Chesterton. In this part of
Staffordshire there are many
English villages which, though
they are nearly all being
‘developed’, still manage to
keep at least some of their
old-world charm. Colton is
no exception, it is growing
rapidly now but it is still a
community, as it has been
in various ways all through
its history. Roads are now
being widened and paths
have been made on either
side of them. New houses are
growing almost like mush-
rooms overnight, new people
have moved into the area,
and young folk and children
make up atleast, two-thirds
of the population. We have a
modernised village pub, a
playingfield for the children,
street lighting and main sewer-
age, but Colton remains an
attractive  English  village,
and it’s a friendly place.

My friends who live in town
have often asked me *“What
do you do in the country.
surely you must get bored?”
Not in Colton! We have the
Produce Guild, Women’s
Institute, Mothers' Union,
Old  People’s Welfare, a
Youth Club, Football Club
and Car Club, and there
are two public houses, The
Greyhound “and  the Dun
Cow.

Something is going on every
day, there is no need for any-
one to feel bored or lonely,
as long as they are prepared
to join in with village inter-
ests and activities. We also
have an active Parish Coun-
cil which looks after us all
very well.

Colton is roughly two
miles north of Rugeley and
cast of the, B5013, it lies in the
extreme north-west of Lich-
field Rural District and inc-
ludes the hamlet of Stockwell
Heath. It covers 3,764
acres and has -~ or had until
recent years -- a population of
560. The population: was

am sure it's growing now.
The surrounding countryside
is pleasant, mainly agricul-
tural, with the River Trent to
the south, and River Blythe --
which flows from Blithfield
Reservoir - to the north.

The earliest evidence of
man's occupation of the area
is of Celtic origin. ‘Col’ is a
Celtic word meaning ‘holy’.
and Colton was at one time
a centre of Druid worship. Sut-
ton Coldfield -- which is really

static for many years but 1.

not far away -~ was possibly
the chiel seat of the Arch
Druid of Britain. Colton, in
those far-off days, was almost
inaccessible, thickly wooded,
remote - a fitting place for
the exercise of Druidism’s
esoteric and occult practises.

Colton is mentioned in the
Survey taken in 1086 by Wil-
liam the Conqueror, when the
King's Commissioners visi-
ted most of his new dominions.
The officials interviewed the
sheriff, the chief landowners,
the representatives of the hun-
dreds, with priest, reeve, and
six villeins from each town-
ship in every shire.

These men were asked 1o
describe the condition of the
land, the name of each manor
and town, names of former
holders. the extent of the hides,

" the number of ploughs which

each employed, names of
homagers, the villeins, cotters
and serfs, the number of free
men and soke men. The ex-
tent of wood. meadow and
pasture land, and mills and
fisheries if any; and the inc-
rease or decrease of the value
of each holding since the time
of Edward the Confessor.

Their report became the
recognised authority on all
matters concerning rating and
tenure of lands and has been
known ever since as the
Domesday Book. This book
was a register for final
appeal. by which sentence
and judgment could be given
in cases of dispute.

The Staffordshire Domes-
day tells of a free man called
Almund, who. in the days of
Edward the Confessor, held
a manor in ‘Coltone’, which
passed at the time of the
Survey into the hands of a
Saxon lord named Ageline,
This man also held four man-
ors in the hundred of Pirehill;
Cote, Coltone, Ridware and

" Locksley, under Roger de

Montgomery, who led the
centre  forces of William’s
army at the Battle of Hast-
ings, and was afterwards
made Earl of Shrewsbury
and Arundel. Ageline’s ten-
ure is thought 1o have been
for military service against
the Welsh. The Earl was the
chief lord of those marches in
Wales, and it is certain that
the Mavesyns held land in
Colton  shortly afterwards
by that tenure.

This. however, was not the
only Colton mentioned in the
Survey! Referring to the pos-
sessions of Robert de Staf-
ford, there was another

township called ‘Coltune’
which had formerly belonged
to the free men Odo and
Ulurie, but was then held by
one Goisfrid (Geoffrey). It
has been suggested that both
lordships may have been
included in Colton. There are
arguments in favour of both
‘Coltone’ and ‘Coltune’ but
‘Coltone’ seemed to be the
most likely because of the
position of the estate adjoin-
ing Mavesyn Ridware which
Ageline is known to have
held.

Nicholas de Mavesyn gran-
ted land to his brother, Gil-
bert, in King John's time,
and the same Nicholas held
other land in Colton which
might well have been the New-
lands.

On the other hand, the
Barons of Stafford were
over-lords in Colton in later
times. The mill is mentioned,
the name Goisfrid occurs in
early deeds, Tixall was shared
by Odo and Uluric, and Col-
ton was divided during the
reign of Edward 1st. The dif-
ferent spelling of the name,
however, is against such an
explanation, and from early
days Colton P:ople inclined to
the ‘Coltone’ side.

Ageline’s estate was esti-
mated at one hide, covering
about 100 acres, including
waste and woodland. It suf-
ficed to employ six teams of
oxen, the demesne land
employing one team. Ten
villeins and one serf occu-
pied four plough lands, there
was a mill on the Trent
(valued at 12 pence per year),
and sixteen acres of meadow-
land. There was a large
wood about one mile wide
and a mile and a half long,
which took the line of ‘Ash-
ley Hay, Moorhay, Old and
Hurst Woods, including those
on Little Hay manor’.

All this was valued at 50 .

shillings.  Goisfrid’s  pro-
perty also mentioned one
hide and must have covered
much the same area, we
shall never know, :

The land was unenclosed
except for a few strips of
grass near the Lord’s
house, and the whole village
was managed as one common
farm. Roads as we know them
had not been thought of;
instead there were rough
tracks and footpaths. Swamps
and bogs were numerous, and
left their traces in what later
became known as parish land.
The bogs followed the course
of the Drimble Hole at

Stockwell Heath, .and the
Marshea Flats - thickets and
coppices  were  NuUmMerous
besides the woods already
mentioned.

The Lord’s house in Age-
line’s time stood in the field
adjoining the church, this
field was known as ‘Castle
Croft' (sometimes  called
‘Powerss Croft ' from . an
owner of that name). In those
days the lord built his church
as near as possible to his own
dwelling. On Ageline’s estate
his church and his house
would probably have been
built of wattle or some equally
perishable material, with a
thatched roof, This was more
or less how things were in
Colton within 20 years of
the Norman Conquest.

Ageline's family quickly
came to an end, the whole of
his Ridware estate, including
part of Colton, passing either
by marriage or conguest
into the hands of the Mave-
syns  (Malvoisyns). . The
founder of the English line of
which family had been a fol-
lower of the Conqueror and
whose name occurs on the
Battle-roll of Hastings. Third
in descent from this man was
Hugh-de-Mavesyn, who
established himsell on a
rough, steep hill at Blithbury
adjoining  Colton, Here he
founded St Giles” Priory by
the River Blythein 1130-1149;
now only Priory Farm is
left to remind us of the
ancient religious house that
once stood there.

Mavesyn Ridware still
bears his name, because he
subsequently went there to
live. Contemporary  with
this man’s successors in
Ridware was Robert de Mave-
syn, who held land in Colton,
he was a distinguished soldier
and bore arms in the conquest
of Ireland. He left two sons,
Nicholas and ‘Gilbert the
Priest’.

The history of Colton is
blank for a period of eighty
years after the Domesday
Survey until the year 1168,
when the De Wastineys, who
were known in Colton for so
many years, were first men-
tioned. The family originated
from Leicester, and the name
‘Hardolph’ de Wastiney was
thought to have belonged to the
founder of this long line of de
Wastineys in Colton. This is
borne out to some extent by
the fact that in 1290 Sir Ed-
mund de Wastineys passed on
the name of ‘*Hardolph’ to
his eldest son.

May Bannist
about the vil
where she li

In 1240 Sir William de
Wastineys obtained permis-
sion from King Henry III to
hold a weekly market on Fri-
day (at his manor in Colton).
This market (heid on land
known as the ‘Martlin’) mar-
ked a turning point in the
importance of the village, and
pieces of land changed hands
as well as livestock and more
ordinary goods. From the
first the de Wastineys appear
to have been friendly with
their neighbours, the Mave-
syns of Mavesyn Ridware -
the families who were both
among the Congqueror's fol-
lowers. In 1267 the names
Bagod, de Wastineys, and
Wormeley appear together in
Patent Rolls.

The Patent Rolls of 1250
mention an assize of novel
decision, brought by Robert,
son of John de Admaston,
against James de Blithfield,
his son John and others,
touching a certain hedge which
they pulled down in Colton -
probably on the Admaston and
Blithfield side of the Parish.

The Shernfl of Stafford was
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“THE ENGLISH village
is a relic: it is even a mira-
culous relic!” so said G. K.
Chesterton. In this part of
Staffordshire there arc many
English villages which. though
they are nearly all being
‘developed’, still manage to
keep at least some of their
old-world charm. Colton is
ne exceplion, it is growing
rapidly now but it is still a
community, as it has been
in various ways all through
its history. Roads are now
being widened and paths
have been made on cither
side of them, New houses are
growing almost like mush-
rooms overnight, new people
have moved into the area,
and young folk and children
make up atleast  two-thirds
of the population. We have a
modernised village pub, a
plnyingﬁeld for the children,
street lighting and main sewer-
age, but Colton remains an
attractive  English  village.
and it's a friendly place.

My friends who live in town
have often asked me “What
do you do in the country.
surely you must get bored?”
Mot in Colton! We have the
Produce Guild, Women's
Institute, Mothers’ Union,
Old  People’s Welfare, a
Youth Club, Football Club
and Car Club, and there
are two public houses, The
grej’houn’d and the Dun

ow.

Something is going on every
day, there is no need for any-
one to feel bored or lonely,
as long as they are prepared
to join in with village inter-
ests and activities. We also
have an active Parish Coun-
cil which looks after us all
very well.

Colton is roughly two
miles north of Rugeley and
cast of the,BS011, it lies in the
extreme north-west of Lich-
field Rural District and inc-
ludes the hamlet of Stockwell
Heath, It covers 3,764
acres and has - or had until
recent years -- a population of
560, The population  was
static for many years but I
am sure it's growing now.
The surrounding countryside
is pleasant, mainly agricul-
tural, with the River Trent to
the south, and River Blythe -
which flows from Blithfield
Reservoir -- to the north.

The earliest evidence of
man’s occupation of the area
is of Celtic origin. ‘Col’ is a
Celtic word meaning ‘holy",
and Colton was at one time

not far away -- was possibly
the chief seat of the Arch
Druid of Britain. Colton. in
those far-ofl days, was almost
inaccessible, thickly wooded.
remote -- a fitting place for
the exercise of Druidism’s
esoteric and occult practises.

\

Colton is mentioned in the
Survey taken in 1086 by Wil-
liam the Conqueror, when the
King's Commissioners visi-
ted most of his new dominions.
The officials interviewed the
sheriff, the chief landowners,
the representatives of the hun-
dreds, with priest, reeve, and
six villeins from each town-
ship in every shire.

These men were asked to
describe the condition of the
land, the name of each manor
and town, names of former
holders. the extent of the hides,
the number of ploughs which
each employed, names of
homagers, the villeins, cotters
and serfs, the number of free
men and soke men. The ex-
tent of wood, meadow and
pasture land, and mills and
fisheries if any: and the inc-
rease or decrease of the value
of each holding since the time
of Edward the Confessor.

Their report became the
recognised authority on all
matters concerning rating and
tenure of lands and has been
known ever since as the
Domesday Book. This book
was a register for final
appeal, by which sentence
and judgment could be given
in cases of dispute.

The StafMordshire Domes-
day tells of a free man called
Almund, who. in the days of
Edwdrd the Confessor, held
a manor in ‘Coltone’. which
passed at the time of the
Survey into the hands of a
Saxon lord named Ageline.
This man also held four man-
ors in the hundred of Pirehill;
Cote, Coltone, Ridware and
Locksley, under Roger de
Montgomery, who led the
centre forces of William's
army at the Battle of Hast-
ings, and was afterwards
made Earl of Shrewsbury
and Arundel, Ageline’s ten-
ure is thought to have been
for military service against
the Welsh, The Earl was the
chief lord of those marches in
Wales, and it is certain that
the Mavesyns held land in
Colton shortly afterwards
by that tenure.

This. however, was not the
only Colton mentioned in the
Survey! Referring to the pos-

a centre of Druid hip. Sut-
ton Coldfield -- which is really

of Robert de Staf-
ford, there was another

township called ‘Coltune’
which had formerly belonged
to the free men Odo and
Uluric, but was then held by
one Goisfrid (GeofTrey). It
has been suggested that both
lordships may have been
included in Colton. There are
arguments in favour of both
‘Coltone’ and ‘Coltune’ but
‘Coltone’ seemed to be the
most likely because of the
position of the estate adjoin-
ing Mavesyn Ridware which
Ageline is known to have
held.

Nicholas de Mavesyn gran-
ted land to his brother, Gil-
bert, in King John's time,
and the same Nicholas held
other land in Colton which
might well have been the New-
lands.

On the other hand, the
Barons of Stafford were
over-lords in Colton in later
times, The mill is mentioned,
the name Goisfrid occurs in
early deeds, Tixall was shared
by Odo and Uluric, and Col-
ton was divided during the
reign of Edward 1st. The dif-
ferent spelling of the name,
however, is against such an
explanation, and from early
days Colton people inclined to
the ‘Coltone’ side.

Ageline’s estate was esti-
mated at one hide, covering
about 100 acres, includin
waste and woodland. It suf-
ficed to employ six teams of
oxen, the demesne land
employing one team. Ten
villeins and one serfl occu-
pied four plough lands, there
was a mill on the Trent
{valued at 12 pence per year),
and sixteen acres of meadow-
land. There was a large
wood about one mile wide
and a mile and a hall long,
which took the line of *Ash-
ley Hay, Moorhay, Old and
Hurst Woods, including those
on Little Hay manor”.

All this was valued at 50 .

shillings.  Goisfrid’s  pro-
perty also  mentioned one
hide and must have covered
much the same arca, we
shall never know. :

The land was unenclosed
except for a few strips of
grass near the Lord’s
house, and the whole village
was managed as one common
farm. Roads as we know them
had not been thought of;
instead there were rough
tracks and footpaths. Swamps
and bogs were numerous, and
left their traces in what later
became known as parish land.
The bogs followed the course
of the Drimble Hole at

Stockwell Heath, and the
Marshea Flats - thickets and
coppices were  numerous
besides the woods already
mentioned,

The Lord's house in Age-
line's time stood in the ficld
adjoining the church, this
field was known as ‘Castle
Croft' (sometimes called
‘Powers, Croft ! from . an
owner of that name). In those
days the lord built his church
as near as possible to his own
dwelling. On Ageline's estate
his church and his house
would probably have been
built of wattle or some equally
perishable material, with a
thatched roof. This was more
or less how things were in
Colton within 20 years of
the Norman Conquest.

Ageline’s family quickly
came to an end, the whole of
his Ridware estate, including
part of Colton, passing either
by marriage or conquest
into the hands of the Mave-
syns  (Malvoisyns). . The
founder of the English line of
which family had been a fol-
lower of the Conqueror and
whose name occurs on the
Battle-roll of Hastings. Third
in descent from this man was
Hugh-de-Mavesyn, who
established himsell on a
rough, steep hill at Blithbury
adjoining Colton. Here he
founded St Giles' Priory by
the River Blythein 1130-1149;
now only Priory Farm is
left to remind us of the
ancient religious house that
once stood there.

Mavesyn  Ridware  still
bears his name, because he
subsequently went there to
live. Contemporary  with
this man's successors in
Ridware was Robert de Mave-
syn, who held land in Colton,
he was a distinguished soldier
and bore arms in the conquest
of Ireland. He left two sons,
Micholas and ‘Gilbert the
Priest’.

The history of Colton is
blank for a period of cighty
years after the Domesday
Survey until the year 1168,
when the De Wastineys, who
were known in Colton for so
many years, were first men-
tioned. The family originated
from Leicester. and the name
‘Hardolph’ de Wastiney was
thought to have belonged to the
founder of this long line of de
Wastineys in Colton. This is
borne out to some extent by
the fact that in 1290 Sir Ed-
mund de Wastineys passed on
the name of ‘Hardolph' to
his eldest son.

In 1240 Sir William de
Wastineys obtained permis-
sion from King Henry I to
hold a weekly market on Fri-
day (at his manor in Colton).
This market (held on land
known as the *Martlin’) mar-
ked a turning point in the
importance of the village, and
pieces of land changed hands
as well as livestock and more
ordinary goods. From the
first the de Wastincys appear
to have been friendly with
their neighbours, the Mave-
syns of Mavesyn Ridware --
the familics who were both
among the Conqueror’s fol-
lowers. In 1267 the names
Bagod, de Wastineys, and
Wormeley appear together in
Patent Rolls.

The Patent Rolls of 1250
mention an assiz¢ of novel
decision, brought by Robert,
son of John de Admaston,
against James de Blithfield,
his son John and others,
touching a certain hedge which
they pulled down in Colton --
probably on the Admaston and
Blithfield side of the Parish.

The Sherrill of Stafford was

where she li
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therefore ordered to look at
it. This was possibly the
occasion on which ‘Sherra
Cop’ Lane, as the road divid-
ing the two parishes is called,
got its name. One of the Blith-
field deeds mentions this
name as the ‘Path of the
Sherrill” -- ‘Cop’ is of course
the ‘top of the hill' -- over
which the road runs.

In 1264 the de Wastineys’
estate in Colton was valued at
one Knight's fee, the propor-
tion of arable land was con-
stantly changing as new
families moved into the place
- and waste land was gradu-
ally taken in and cultivated
with the consent of the Lord
of the Manor. Most of the
Colton lands were by now in
the hands of this family. The
chiel exceptions were ‘The
Grange' -- commonly known
as Boughy Hall Farm -- but
then belonging to St Thomas®
Priory; the Lount, lands by
the Trent, the Glebe, and a few
smaller holdings.

Like most men of his time,
Sir William de Wastineys
was fond of hunting, and it is

possible that he enclosed a

-park. In 1269 there is fur-

ther reference to land chang-
ing hands in Colton, and
there were evidently some dis-
putes over it. Colton was now
entering upon evil times, per-
haps because of the confusion
brought about by the Barons’
wars, A spirit of lawlessness
prevailed, Sir William was
considered to be a most oppres
sive Sherrifl, causing people
great suffering in exhorting
money from them for the
exchequer, and generally the
scene was an unhappy one.

In 1263, Nicholas, son of
William de Colion, stabbed
Adam, son of Hereward, in a
brawl at Dutton. The mur-
derer fled for his life to
Colton Church. In 1271 the
village itsell was the scene of
a dreadful murder, when John,
Chaplain of Colton, serving
probably the chapel on the
site of Bellamour Lodge,
killed Christina, wife of
Nicholas de Colton, whilst
interposing between her and
a stranger residing at her
house. John fled from jus-
tice but was outlawed and had
all his goods confiscated,
This was the second murder
in less than ten years in
which Colton people were
involved. Lawsuits were [re-
quent in the year 1279; and in
1287 three virgates of land
were let yearly for ‘one
sparrow hawk’, an uncommon
way of acknowledging that
hawking was an ordinary sport

The Patent Rolls of 1300
record an action about com-
mon lands in Colton, between
John de Wastineys and John
Gryffen of Colton. Numer-
ous similar cases are recor-
ded, but I have mentioned this
one because Gryffen is a
name that has been known
from Colton’s early history
- and is known in the village
today! Incidentally, the
name  ‘Jonny  Banistuer’
crops up frequently in early
history, too -- perhaps one of
the family ancestors!

In 1365 Thomasine de Was-
tineys, heiress to the Colton
Lordship, married Sir
Nicholas Gresley, represen-
tative of an ancient Derby
family whose ancestor, Nigel
came to England with William
I1st. Her eldest son by this
marriage succeeded to all the
De Wastiney's lands. Thoma-
sine, ‘Mistress of Colton’,
was evidently well-loved by
the people of the village as an
affectionate reference is made
about her in old writings. She
restored Colton Church and
decorated the south chancel
walls with frescoes, the life
of Nicholas, her husband’s
patron saint, being one of
the subjects portrayed.

Sir Thomas Gresley (her
son) was an important man.
He represented Derbyshire in
Parliament in 1401, 1415 and
1418, and became High
Sherrifl of Staffordshire in
1439, after representing this
county in 1434, Sir John was
one of the principal gentry in
Stafordshire, he died in 1489,
leaving the property to his
son, Thomas, who, unlike his
father, took little part in pub-

. lie life.

Gegorge Gresley, second son

of Sir Thomas, succeeded to
the estates, including the Col-
ton property — he died in 1548,

Colton Hall was the home
of this illustrious family, who
lived so lavishly and loved to
entertain. They lived there for
many years until it passed
into the hands of Sir Walter
Aston. It was an ancient house
of considerable size, contain-
ing 80 rooms -- 52 of which
were bedrooms. Here younger
members of the Aston family
frequently resided  during
their father’s second absence
in Spain, and here Sir Wal-
ter was himselfl living in 1628,

It was a great loss to Colton
that this grand old house was
burned down through the care-
lessness of a servant, in the
latter part of Charles lst’s
reign (1730). The Astons had
an older residence, Tixall
Hall, so Colton Hall was
never rebuilt, the house having
been built of timber, little
remained after the fire, In its
heyday it was undoubtedly a
magnificent place, surrounded
as it was by a park with
extensive woods -- possibly
Ashley-Hay and Hazelhurst -
between the lower part of the
park and the Trent. Swans
were kept there for many
years, adding to the beauty
of the place, which even the
building of the railway failed
to destroy,

That it was valuable
hawking ground we can
gather from the name ‘Herns’
or ‘Herons' field, where a
small brook formerly ran.
The Hurst wood was on both
sides of the river —- in Long
Hurst and Booth Hurst mea-
dows. (The mending of the
park paling was mentioned in
the steward’s roll of 1362),
The farmhouse, as we know it
today, was built in 1851, and
for a time it was owned by the
Earl of Lichfield.

The Grange, and Lount
estates are mentioned in AD
1284 when Edward 1 granted
to the Monks of the Priory of
St Th a-Becket adjoini
Tixall, the right of free war-
ren over all their demesne
lands, including Colton. In
1535 the Grange and lands
were worth 100 shillings and
8 pence (annual rent); after
the ‘dissolution of the religi-
ous houses these were granted
in 1540 with the other estates
of St Thomas Priory, to
Roland Lee, whom the King
raised to the See of Coventry
and Lichfield.

Bishop Lee is generally
known for one act in his
life -- that of the marriage of
Henry VIII to Anne Boleyn!

He was Lord President of
Wales and put down with a
strong  hand robbers who
infested the Welsh marches.
Bishop Lee left his Colton
property in 1543 to his
nephew and namesake, Row-
land Fowler, from whom it
passed to George, his son.

George Fowler sold the
Grange and its lands to Sam-
son Boghay or Boughey --
from whom the property took
its present name of ‘Boughey
Hall Farm’ Immediately
behind Boughey Hall farm
house in 1879 there was a
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huge oak tree measuring 26
feet in girth at the lowest
point, and 21 feet at the
height of one yard from the
ground. It was probably there
at the time of the Conquest,
and it remained until the
beginning of the Prcsenl cen-
tury -- 850 years!

A mill on the Trent was
mentioned in the Domesday
Book, valued at 12 pence
yearly with 16 acres of
meadow. In 1269 land in
Colton is described as *Mill
Acre’, and in 1362-3 in an
account of John de Caldwell,
the steward of the De Wasti-
neys’ Colton property, men-
tion is made of a Ip rem
being charged for 1- an acre
of land in *Wyndmillfield’,

In 1617 Richard Ruggely
and Marie, his wife, agreed to
Sir Walter and Lady Gertrude
Aston’s having the right to
use the water of the Trent,
and dam it if necessary for
working their mill. Richard
and Marie, however, kept the
sole rights for fishing in that
part of the river. Another
mention of the mill was made
in 1654 when as part of an
agreement over tenure, a
yeoman farmer had to pro-
mise to grind all his corn and
malt at the mills of Gertrude,
Lady Aston,

_ Bellamour Hall was built by
Sir  Walter Aston's son,
Herbert, who had acted as
his father's secretary when
Sir Walter was Ambassador
in Spain. Herbert married
Catherine, daughter of Sir
John Thimelby, Bart, of
Irnham in Lincolnshire, on
his return from Spain. Sir
Walter. whose fortune had
been diminished by the Civil
War, could only make over to

his son a small property in
Colton.

On this land Herbert Aston
built a house for his wife,
and because of the generous
help of many friends in the
building of it, the house was
named ‘Bellamour Hall® -

Children were welcomed to
the grounds of Colton House
once a year, and Mr Bonney
gave them tea on the lawn,
the May-Day celebrations
were also held there. This
clever and genial gentleman
loved flowers and birds, and
during his time ‘Dovecot
field’ was a pleasure to behold,
with its pretty walks through
the plantation of trees and
fishing in the lake. Birds'
S0ng In springtime was said
to  be ‘quite deafening’.
Somewhere there was an
avenue of trees, too, and the
glasshouses were filled with
grape vines, figs and chrys-
anthemums of all kinds and
colours. In  fact, Colton
House and grounds at that
time was said to be a ‘natura-
lists’ paradise’.

The site it occupies is sup-
posed to have been originally
occupied by the roughly-built
timber house in which lived
the Saxon Lord Ageline.
This first ‘Colton House®
was surrounded by bogs and
swamps - the High Street
was once a river - and a
deep ditch was dug. also a
wooden palisade erected as
protection for this primitive
residence, which afforded so
little comfort.

Colton House now has a
grade two status in the Min-
istry of Housing and Local
Government's list of buildings
of historical and architectural
interest. and we hope it will
be conserved.
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therefore ordered to look at
it. This was possibly the
occasion on which ‘Sherra
Cop’ Lane, as the road divid-
ing the two parishes is called,
got its name. One of the Blith-
field deeds mentions  this
name as the ‘Path of the
Sherrill” -- ‘Cop’ is of course
the ‘top of the hill’ -- over
which the road runs,

In 1264 the de Wastineys'
estate in Colton was valued at
one Knight's fee, the propor-
tion of arable land was con-
stantly changing as new
families moved into the place
- and waste land was gradu-
ally taken in and cultivated
with the consent of the Lord
of the Manor. Most of the
Colton lands were by now in
the hands of this family. The
chiel cxceptions were ‘The
Grange' -- commonly known
as Boughy Hall Farm -- but
then belonging to St Thomas®
Priory; the Lount, lands by
the Trent, the Glebe, and a few
smaller holdings.

Like most men of his time,
Sir William de Wastineys
was fond of hunting, and it is

putes over it. Colton was now
entering upon evil times, per-
haps because of the confusion
brought about by the Barons’
wars, A spirit of lawlessness
prevailed, Sir William  was
considered to be a most oppres
sive Sherrifl, causing people
great suffering in exhorting
money from them for the
exchequer, and generally the
scene was an unhappy one.

In 1263, Nicholas. son of
William de Colion, stabbed
Adam, son of Hereward, in a
brawl at Dutton. The mur-
derer fled for his life to
Colton Church. In 1271 the
village itself was the scene of
a dreadful murder, when John,
Chaplain of Colton, serving
probably the chapel on the
site of Bellamour Lodge,
killed Christina, wife of
Nicholas de Colton, whilst
interposing between her and
a stranger residing at her
house. John fled from jus-
tice but was outlawed and had
all his goods confiscated,
This was the second murder
in less than ten years in
which Colton people were
involved. Lawsuits were [re-
quent in the year 1279; and in
1287 three virgates of land
were let yearly for ‘one
sparrow hawk’, an uncommon
way of acknowledging that
hawking was an ordinary sport

The Patent Rolls of 1300
record an action about com-
mon lands in Colton, between
John de Wastineys and John
Gryflen of Colton. Mumer-
ous similar cases are recor-
ded, but 1 have mentioned this
one because Gryflen is a
name that has been known
from Colton’s early history
-- and is known in the village
loday! Incidentally, the
name  ‘Jonny  Banistuer’
crops up frequently in early
history. too -- perhaps one of
the family ancestors!

In 1365 Thomasine de Was-
tineys, heiress to the Colton
Lordship, married Sir
Nicholas Gresley, represen-
tative of an ancient Derby
family whose ancestor, Nigel
came to England with William
Ist. Her eldest son by this
marriage succeeded to all the
De Wastiney's lands. Thoma-
sine, ‘Mistress of Colton’,
was evidently well-loved by
the people of the village as an
afectionate reference is made
about her in old writings. She
restored Colton Church and
decorated the south chancel
walls with frescoes, the life
of Nicholas, her husband’s
patron saint, being one of
the subjects portrayed.

Sir Thomas Gresley (her
son) was an important man.
He represented Derbyshire in
Parliament in 1401, 1415 and
1418, and became High
Sherriflf of Staffordshire in
1439, after representing this
county in 1434, Sir John was
one of the principal gentry in
Staffordshire, he died in 1489,
leaving the property to his
son, Thomas, who, unlike his
father, took little part in pub-
lic life.

George Gresley, second son

of Sir Thomas, succeeded to
the estates, including the Col-
ton property - he died in 1548,

Colton Hall was the home
of this illustrious family, who
lived so lavishly and loved to
entertain, They lived there for
many years until it passed
into the hands of Sir Walter
Aston. It was an ancient house
of considerable size, contain-
ing 80 rooms - 52 of which
were bedrooms. Here younger
members of the Aston family
frequently  resided  during
their father’s second absence
in Spain, and here Sir Wal-
ter was himself living in 1628,

It was a great loss to Colton
that this grand old house was
burned down through the care-
lessness of a servant, in the
latter part of Charles Ist’s
reign (1730). The Astons had
an older residence, Tixall
Hall, so Colton Hall was
never rebuilt, the house having
been built of timber, little
remained after the fire. In its
heyday it was undoubtedly a
magnificent place, surrounded
as it was by a park with
extensive woods -- possibly
Ashley-Hay and Hazelhurst --
between the lower part of the
park and the Trent. Swans
were kept there for many
years, adding to the beauty
of the place, which even the
building of the railway failed
to destroy,

That it was valuable
hawking ground we can
gather from the name ‘Herns’
or ‘Herons' field, where a
small brook formerly ran.
The Hurst wood was on both
sides of the river -- in Long
Hurst and Booth Hurst mea-
dows. (The mending of the
park paling was mentioned in
the steward's roll of 1362).
The farmhouse, as we know it
today, was built in 1851, and
for a time it was owned by the
Earl of Lichfield.

The Grange, and Lount
estates are mentioned in AD
1284 when Edward I granted
to the Monks of the Priory of
St Thomas-a- Becket adjoining
Tixall, the right of free war-
ren over all their demesne
lands, including Colton. In
1535 the Grange and lands
were worth 100 shillings and
8 pence (annual rent); after
the ‘dissolution of the religi-
ous houses these were granted
in 1540 with the other estates
of St Thomas Priory, to
Roland Lee, whom the King
raised Lo the See of Coventry
and Lichfield.

Bishop Lee is generally
known for one act in his
life -~ that of the marriage of
Henry VIII to Anne Boleyn!

He was Lord President of
Wales and put down with a
strong  hand robbers who
infested the Welsh marches.
Bishop Lee left his Colton
property in 1543 to his
nephew and namesake, Row-
land Fowler, from whom it
passed to George. his son.

George Fowler sold the
Grange and its lands to Sam-
son Boghay or Boughey --
from whom the property took
its present name of ‘Boughey
Hall Farm’ Immediately
behind Boughey Hall farm
house in 1879 there was a

huge oak tree measuring 26
feet in girth at the lowest
point, and 21 feet at the
height of one yard from the
ground. It was probably there
at the time of the Conquest,
and it remained until the
beginning of the present cen-
tury -- 850 years!

A mill on the Trent was
mentioned in the Domesday
Book, wvalued at 12 pence
yearly with 16 acres of
meadow. In 1269 land in
Colton is described as *Mill
Acre’, and in 1362-3 in an
account of John de Caldwell,
the steward of the De Wasti-
neys’ Colton property, men-
tion is made of a Ip rem
being charged for 4 an acre
of land in *Wyndmillfield",

In 1617 Richard Ruggely
and Marie, his wife, agreed to
Sir Walter and Lady Gertrude
Aston’s having the right to
use the water of the Trent,
and dam it if necessary for
working their mill. Richard
and Marie, however, kept the
sole rights for fishing in that
part of the river. Another
mention of the mill was made
in 1654 when as part of an
agreecment  over (enure, a
yeoman farmer had to pro-
mise to grind all his corn and
malt at the mills of Gertrude,
Lady Aston,

Bellamour Hall was built by
Sir  Walter Aston's son,
Herbert, who had acted as
his father's secretary when
Sir Walter was Ambassador
in Spain. Herbert married
Catherine, daughter of Sir
John Thimelby, Bart, of
Irnham in Lincolnshire, on
his return from Spain. Sir
Walter. whose fortune had
been diminished by the Civil
War, could only make over to

his son a small property in
Colton.

On this land Herbert Aston
built a house for his wife,
and because of the generous
help of many friends in the
building of it, the house was
named ‘Bellamour Hall®

Children were welcomed to
the grounds of Colton House
once a year, and Mr Bonney
gave them tea on the lawn,
the May-Day celebrations
were also held there. This
clever and genial gentleman
loved Mowers and birds, and
during his time ‘Dovecot
field" was a pleasure to behold,
with its pretty walks through
the plantation of trees and
fishing in the lake. Birds'
S0ng In springtime was said
to  be ‘quite deafening’.
Somewhere there was an
avenue of trees, too, and the
glasshouses were filled with
grape vines, fgs and chrys-
anthemums of all kinds and
colours. In fact, Colton
House and grounds at that
time was said to be a ‘natura-
lists” paradise’.

The site it occupies is sup-
posed to have been originally
occupied by the roughly-built
timber house in which lived
the Saxon Lord Ageline,
This first ‘*Colton House®
was surrounded by bogs and
swamps - the High Street
was once a river -- and a
deep ditch was dug. also a
wooden palisade erected as
protection for this primitive
residence, which afforded so
little comfort,

Colton House now has a
grade two status in the Min-
1stry of Housing and Local
Government's list of buildings
of historical and architectural
interest. and we hope it will
be conserved.

TWENTY-FIV'
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B The place of children and education in the village features prominently in this year’s Colton History

Exhibition. This is a 1908 school photograph.

MORE of the treasures of an ancient
village go on show this weekend as its
annual history exhibition throws open
its doors to the public.

Colton has been inhabited since the bronze
age, was mentioned in the Domesday Book
and had a market charter as long ago as
1240.

Following the popularity of exhibitions in
2004 and 2005 Colton History Society is to
stage a third exhibition with a new theme to
keep the event fresh and interesting.

Doors open at the village hall in Reading
Room Drive at 10am on Saturday and Sunday,
October 7-8 and admission is free. _

Items on display will include photographs,
press cuttings, documents, video recordings,

(SIP)
artefacts and memorabilia.

Children feature promin-

ently and exhibits include a
reconstruction of the village
School room, a collection of
toys from the Victorian era and
early 20th century, a video
presentation including the
children of St Mary’s School,
and a photograph album of ‘the
lost village of Colton’.

The history of St Mary’s
Church is also told, including
church tours and bell ringing.

The exhibition has been
staged by the society with the
support of the Local Heritage
Initiative, which has awarded a
£92,000 grant, over three years,
to the society to investigate and
record local history.

The grant comes from The
Countryside Agency with
funds from The Heritage Lot-
tery Fund and supported by the
Nationwide Building Society.

As part of the initiative the
Colton History Society is now
involving the whole com-

munity in exploring, recording
and sharing all aspects of their
industrial, geological, archae-
ological and cultural history.

“This year we have beentbusy
recording the memories of
those living in the village as
well as accumulating collec-
tions of events and activities,”
said chairman Gill Sykes.

“And the website launched
last year, www.coltonhis-
tory.org.uk, has proved ex-
tremely successful with many
visitors from around the
world.”

Members of the society have
produced a series of pamphlets
on various aspects of village
history, which will be available
for purchase as well as Christ-
mas Cards and photo CDs.

B The society meets monthly
on the third Thursday of the
month at 8pm, in the village
hall.

For more information about
Colton History Society contact
Gill Sykes on 01283 575039.




_ - - - " - " ¥ B [} 0 Bl " T 0 1
_ PYTLE  -IrYD £A10g AI0STH UOF[0) ‘SOYAG [[)  Peaoad suy 189K ISE[ poyouNE] ojIsqam o],  -ounfuo ur podeys Furoq ST UOHIGIGRG 6Y L
aq [[I4 2I9Y] PUE S[(B[IRAR 8.1 SYUSUIYSDLJAT “gsed arayj Jut "SATJTATIOR PUR §)USAD JO SUOIOI][0D , 'suory

‘Do) s1 UOIIQIYXe 8y} 0} eouBIUF ‘[[eY
ade[[ia oy} ur ‘wdg je yjuouw 8y} Jo Aepsanyy,
paIy) o) uo s189w £391008 A10)STH U0Y[0)

« Yuesead pum jsed yjoq syovje)re
pue spi1odal ‘sarowew JUIPI8][od aNUIIU0D
07 9ATJUAOUL [€D1 B ST FUIALS pue Uoljewiojur
Uis premJoj Furuod pepuejje oym sjdosd
a1} Jo Auewt Yjm suoryeioadxe Ino papasoxe
I8} G00% PU® $00g Wl suoniqryxe inp,,

Ae100s aduq[1a 1endod L104 v
8q 0} Butaoad st pue saead anoj 1oy Jurod useq
mou sey £19100G AI0ISTE] U09[0)),, :ples uew

-PI009I PUE YIILISAT ISY)INJ UT POAJOAUN JoF
09 a[doad [edo[ 8deanooua o} st wWre sy ‘wdy
[un wepy woxy ‘Aepy anoweyeyg Jjo ‘[[EH
9Be[[IA U0}[0]) UL 8] |[IM UOHIQIYXe oY,

ogdeanoouyy

'8([D 0joyd pue sprey) sewWysLIy)
Se [om se aseyoand 10j a[qe[iBAR oq [[IMm
Yorym ‘A10ysry ade[[ia Jo sjoadse SnoLIBA UO
sjaqydured jo saries v paonpoad aaey £)e100s
93} JO SIeqWA ‘plIoM oY) punore wo.j
SI09IS1A AUBW YJIM [NJSSO0ONS A[OUWIBIIXD

01

Surenumooe se [[om se afe[[1a ay) ur Surar
8s0Y} JO saLIowawW 8y} Juipaosal usaq sey
dnoid ayy xeed siyJ, Kjewog Sulpping epim
-uorjeN ay) 4q pajaoddns pue pun,] A199307]
adejlIal oy ], WOy spunj yjm Louedy aprs
-Anunoy) ayJ, Aq pepaeme sem juesd oy,

, AI07STY
[820] p102a1 pue ajesiiseaul 0] sIeak 2211
18A0 JURIZ ())0GET B POPIBME SEM UDIYM
9ATIRI}IU] 98BILIBE] [BO0T 8y} YjLa UOIR

unH ojjayoiy Agq poday

A|paseomoys aq 03 30s st 3sed age]

9003 ‘.7 1equiajdeg Kepsoupop ‘rejs 2 sseadxy

-ejuasaxd oepla se [[om se £1)uad )z A1ee

PUE BJo UBLIOJOTA 91} WO S409 JO UOTIOA[[0D

B ‘W00 [00YDs 93B[[IA 9] JO UOIONI)SU0ILT
e Fuipnpour seanjesy remads oq [ aaay,

‘g pue }, 1940300y

uo eI[Iqelowaw pue sjejelre ‘s8urpiooal

09pIA ‘sjusuinoop ‘sduryno ssaad ‘sydeasoy
-oyd Aedsip [[w £jerog A109s1H u0j[0)

Yruow

JX3U woTyIqIYXe [enuue 81 safe)s Qdoﬁm adeyr

-18Y € UayMm Paseamoys aq [[ jsed s adefia
A8[ofNY © WOIJ S90JUBWAW PAINSBAL],

[IA







“year’s Colton Produce Guild
and WI annual vegetable, fruit,
,llom-r and produce show, held
on Saturday at the village hall.

Tom Preston and his wife,
Ivy, took two of the show’s top
awards — the women’s cup for
most points, and the Bradbury
Cup for flowers.

Other award winners were:

‘most  points); Mr. Neville
‘James (dJames Cup for best
vegetable exhibit); Mrs. Eli-
trophy for

best domestic

| (rose meda.l) iy

~ Judges were Mr. Boy Bln-
“field, of Brereton (horticul-
“ture); Mrs. Shirley Freeman,
“of Colton (cookery), ‘Mr. S.

J 13,y
e"éé"al:t;%’ :-c?,'e 1'5"."{""

J}“(J!Jl

— Enlrles were 'downaat this

' Mr. Sam Jones (men’s cup for

~zabeth Nixon (Ruth Williams
‘exhibit); and Mr. Bnn Nixon

Mrs. Ivy Butcher ;ol X
Bromley (flowe

ments); and Mrs. L. Barkas, of

 Rugeley (handicrafts).

Class winners were:

rows, gladioli, cactus dahlias,
spriyy chrysanthemums); Alan
Hurd (kldney tatoes, leeks);
Ron Nixon (tomatloes, spe-
cimen hybrid tea rose, sweet
peas); Basil Mobberley (onions

from seed, carrots vegetable

collection, pom and decorative
dahlias, special vegel.ahle/
flower cla.as), ‘Neville James

(unions from sets, runner
beans); Sam Jones (both
‘classes  shallots, cablmge.

‘beetroot, other vegetable, lon-

gest  runner bean, cooking
apples); Jack Meddings (peas,
pansies); Fred Nixon (lettuce,
dessert apples, African mari-

gg—

[ Tom
/ Preston (round potatoes, mar-

fruit cake), Mr. L. |
(pears); Mrs.
nett (asters, mpberry buns,
foliage house plant);
Roper (chrysanthemums),
Mrs. Shirley Carter (small
flower arrangement, stoned

fruit jam, chutney, pizza);
Josephine  Johnson  (lar| .
flower arrangement); Mrs.

Carol Sanders (soft fruit jam);

Mrs. Audrey Roper (marma-.
Nixon |

lade); Mrs. Elizabeth
- (lemon curd, cheese s
 Mrs.  Moni

wlne,
(white wine);

aylor.
~ (wholemeal loai ; Mrs. Yvonne
~ Branson (

" other |
~ variety

wine), ﬂohn Carter |

rs. Barbara |
~ Nixon (lmltting or croqhet) et
 Dawn hurd (sewing); Cheryl
ield, * (wingki o.ic ! goldsy ll-werind htme Qllm)h.mammkb ut«munan'q clau) 2Lty |
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— =} All-male panel
had feminine |
“touches” |
Colton Village Produce Guild
held their annual social tzwm.i.n?l in
the Reading Room on Saturday|
when an enjoyable time was spent

by members and their guests. The
room had been tastefully decorated’

e - - —— - : for the occasion. Music for danc-
I [ 4 e : F : = ing and games was supplied by Mr.
L | wWin , e s |R.A, Brundle (piano-accordion),
1  AWINS (o) fo - : : = Mr. R. H. Bannister (violin)_and
P Tﬁi e T { s & 4 B B an A Y & ‘L:\[‘nss(Dl.aRfiI.t;Jones and Mrs. J. H.
-1his year’s entries may ST o e e T ‘ oy (pianist).
; - The €S cup was won by Mr. A popular item was a parody on '

Village Produce Guilc Carter; specim ,
2 uild and trophy by Mrs. Shirl €r; specimen rose class won by J. | ing taking part as Lady Isobel Bar-

Womens’ Institute ar - Shirley Carter = James; gy - g |ine g part as Lady §
1 ‘ annual and the flower ; ey 1C aste i nett (Mr. R. A. Brundle), Gilbert
trophy by Mrs. J Meddings; spray chrysanthemums || Harding, Mr, J. H. Toy), Barbara

)

! have b : Jamg Prizes :

¥ ee; ' pa s = { S - :

| n down at COlton N. Jﬂmes, ‘the - Ruth Williams o Y for _dessert Bpp]es won by ,’_ : “What’s My Line,” with the fOuOW-J

lellgrft'y tgl;gethem was=still fv?ntggasiog' fog:s FO TR 0 T T o || Relly Guvr, 3. F. Peet), Farmer
The show was held in the et House plant, floral arrangement, b Fomi, Andrews (Ve ACN. Fer

village hall and judges wer Classwinners were: fruit jam, lemon curd, quiche lorraine :

sl e Mr. ere: round potatoes, classes — §. . - : B| ton). Mrs. J. F. Peet tried to beat

ng Binfield, Mr. Gerald Sa- i%%sagoefinlg)m pom dahlias, foliage  chutney — ﬁ.sscﬁ"i;- ngz-:u;st- gami ! §| the Panel as “prison wardress,” Mr. |

nders, Mrs. Shirley Freeman, ik diol? — T. Preston; shallots, cake, red wine, and white wine élugs &mstta)rbﬁck;an earl;x{igkcat%laer,»,
» = 1 s D. M. Jones “black pudding |

; : dahlias, i =
va’*i-u*:-g Eegu?)nq Bg:ﬁaggkaﬁ perennials, marmalmedfmai?n?:;? :! ﬂ; e | maker and Mz, Colin Sargeant “a
Derek Sargeant and hisrwifré mmg—’Pszéﬂ- finiee. dner i cake — Mrs Emf ixon; sponge | § | milk inspeCtor- "“""‘““"‘“"“ég
Vicky presented the prizes. - tatoes, onions, runner beans beem Mrs. M. Befinétt-'nm;er".i’.} scones — Refreshments  were  hand
Mr. Tom Presto floral arrangement — Mr. I *  knitted article — vice class, - § | round, and Mrs. F. H. Bannister cut_
men’s cup for most nin“t’:l;n m: . shallots — G. Smders-'llgég;ma:sd - sewing arﬁde—um‘fvnioggq"’““; /| the Christmas ca,lug.,r B i
. show, 91.5’ his wife, Ivy, the ‘twin vegetables — M. ‘Threadgold;  Childrens’ class (up to ni BT Tl}_g cwogpﬁg%or{] yMM%
' award' ladies’ cup. ' arTOwS D: ;Quin; collection of  Josephine Johnson; e forl I o :

(10—15 years), Justin Johnson.

S g

'-“M"T'

it sy

3




e

e

i

1€

g BEEa=&D o

S Tae T e AL TS AL ~ i e R O 3R - B —

- e L NS R

ENTRIES to Colton produce guild and WI joint
show were slightly down this year because of the
late season, but quality was high and the show

most successful.

Village residents Tony and
Yvonne Branson presented
the prizes. They are pictured,
second and third from right,
Shirley Carter, Stan Roper,
Ivy Preston, Fred Nixon,
Tom Preston, and Nev James.

Nev James won the James
Cup for the best vegetable
exhibit. Shirley Carter took
the Ruth Williams trophy for
best cookery exhibit, and
Yvonne Branson won the
ladies cup for most overall
points. Tom and Ivy Preston
respectively won the Men's
and Bradbury cups for most
overall points and flower
points, and Stan Roper won
the rose medal.

Class winners: Basil Mob-
berley (round potatoes, cactus
and pompon dahlias, herba-
ceous  perennials, special
flower/veg display), Maurice
Williscroft (kidney potatoes,
flowering house plant), Jack
Meddings (tomatoes, car-
rots), Nev James (onions
from seed, runner beans,
leeks, asters, spray
chrysanths).

Sam Jones (onions from
sets, cabbage, beetroot, any
other veg, longest runner
bean, cooking and dessert
apples), Tom Preston
(shallots, salad veg, gladioli),
Monica Taylor (peas), Gwen

Johnson (veg collection,
mince pies, bakewell tart),
Irene Brown (herbs, pears,
floral arrangement), Ron
Nixon (decorative dahlias),
Stan Roper (mixed annuals,
tea rose, pansies,
chrysanthemums).

Yvonne Branson (sweet
peas, red wine, white wine,
other wine), Ivy Preston

—————

Entries in joint
show down, hut
quality still high

(foliage house lant orange
marmalade), G enda Brown
(African marigolds).

Shirley Carter (cup and
saucer floral arrangement,
stoned fruit jam chutney),
John Carter (men’s flower
arrangement), Ruth Williams
(soft fruit jam, lemon curd)
Barbara Nixon (apple tart,
white baps, knitted article),~
Margaret Bennett (Cornish
Pasties), Lillian Carter (coco-
nut cake, sewing article), -

Beryl Stubbs (embrmdery) e

nratty chasa Li_a ¥

__mi_lﬂ
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*Colton WI made
some time.

. Rev. Raymond Wilcox and

- Lively
social

Members of Colion
Produce Guild cele-
brated a belated New
Year with a social
evening on Saturday.

About .80 guild
‘members and guests
from other guilds went
along to the Reading
Room for the get - fo-
gether. (pictured).

After the buffet
supper members made
their . own enfer-
tainment with various
games and the CVPG
version of the 'Gene-
_ration Game'.

To round off the

evening three male

guild members dressed

up as a female pop’

group and kept the

guests in stitches by

miming to records.
Members also held a
runfg? to boost club

| meeting, on March 16.

&3

about £47
in its first fund - raiser for

4 P

A bazaar attracted a
good crowd, including the

his wife, a WI member.
Mrs. Ivy Preston, pre-
sident, said the WI had '
held no fund - raising
events for some time be-
cause they had been busy
making money for other
village courses, including |
the church and the village |
hall.

Next big item on the
WI's agenda is playing
host to the Parkside group




—
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Saturday, January 17, 1981

Guild actors
raise a laugh

The ‘Colton Drama Group’ stole
the show at the village produce
guilds annual social on Saturday.
with a production entitled ‘The
Doctor’s Dilemma’.

Guild members. Jim and Shirley
Barnett. John Carter. and Andrew
Collins. formed the cast, in a ten -

minute sketch, set in a doctor's surgery. .

Jim Barneit. complete with turban.

L

was a baby and John Carter played the
baby’s mother.

The shori play had the audience
reeling with tears in their eves.

The sketch was supported by games
and activities to which other members
had contributed and the party finished
with community singing. -

Mr. G. Amold thanked the guild on
behalf of the visitors: and chairman. Mr. |
G. Sanders. thanked all responsible for

plaved ‘gpilndor.wllile Andrew Collins  the success of the evenmg.
e s - e S e L y S
room.

. Fund - raisers at St. Ma'ry’s
Church, Colton, are setting to
with a will in a bid to raise

enough ecash for
needed roof repairs.

Mothers Union members or-
ganised a successful Christmas
fayre at the weekend, raising
more than £140 for funds.

And now, with Christmas fast
approaching, concerts and carol
services are planned.

badly

) R it R [ 111 P

The fayre, in the village hall,

Operatic Society, will

be a

brought villagers flocking to
take a look and buy at the stalls;
pottery, bric - a - brac, pins and
needles, teddy bears and many
others. :

One of the organisers, Mrs.

Rowena Wilcox, said: “We were
very pleased with the way things
went. We had a very nice day.”
Now church members are
hoping their next fund - raising
evening, a concert by Rugeley

success.
The concert is to be held in the
village hall on Monday at 7.30

p.m.

A Colton family, the Ballards,
have also offered their musical
talents for a concert to be held
Tuesday, December 21.

Each member of the family
will be taking part, either
playing or singing. The concert

will be in the church at 7.30 p.m.

A



1= Forty-two _-'yea_rs A postwoman
i/ and 14 miles a day—how many

- miles.  Ask Miss Ellen
Rotchell, Colton, Stafford, post-
woman. Her hobbies are

gardening and walking !

| Miss _Helen Rotchell, .of Berry
- Otttage. Q{)lhon, has been vill :

this

Mrs A meakin, wife of the Colton |, Mj“emn
oD SLer, e ting off ard
e delivery round 30 yen
Miss Rotchell, who s 59 ton
.walked ‘an average of'i% nfj'l_esha:; %éstgn asw;'.rl

day for the last 40 years, ﬁd
ng a S;i!:-.edaﬁy Working week,
_thiggmemlike 5 48 covered some-
to retire neﬁ' ?&r

She is .:lueI

Rotehell’s chief hobbies are
ing and walking! She: fa
day school teacher for

member of the

a
for 11 years, eight
commitiée member,” O

g

A

helps renal unit

Colton people have raised a total of £524.95
for the Renal Unit at the North Staffs. Royal
Infirmary, Stoke on Trent. e
The money was raised as part of the Jean
Fowell Memorial Fund and it was used to
buy items for use in the unit. ]
On Saturday campaign helpers met at the
Reading Room and three invalid chairs, a
commode and two portable televisions wqu i
mmde% over to representatives of the staff of
eunif. . - : Fa
A cheque for £18.68 was also presented.
Each of the items will carry a plague in
memory of Mrs. Fowell. : e ey
Mr. Norman Bruce welcomed the visitors .
from the hospital and fold those assembled
that the campaign had begun on January 20.0:1
Following the presentation, entertainment;

was provided by the Bee Jees and refresh-;
ments were served by the ladies committee, 2

Pictured: Mr. Doug Fowell, husband %str‘.é"

e Mrs. Fowell, presents one of the giftsfo
Sister Brown of the Renal Unit. They are -
lsgrrounded by many of the campaign’s

pers. : : :




CSLTON‘ Abbots Bromley and King’s Bromley are among |
On its first entry into the competition, Colton gained first

prize in Eastern “E” area, and King’s Bromley shared
second prize with Hopwas in Eastern “F” area, both in the
small villages’ section. Abbots Bromley came second in the

Eastern “E” area, large villages’ section. _
' Barton-<under-Needwood :

first prize in the iarge village | Rural Community Council. The

section, Brewood and Kinver com- | judges, it is stated, were most
ing econd and third, In the small angrgsed by the high standards of
village ~section Denstone was | the villages taking part and had
awarded first prize, followeq hy .gre‘at-di‘éculty in reaching their
Enville and Hin tecislongT e Reie -
_Colton's effort is praiseworthy | The judges noted *the many
because it is the first time the|evidences of corporate endeavours
.vinn%e ‘has been entered. The o heautify the villages, including
/| county was divided into large and | attractive notice boards, and litter
small villages and six areas, as 49 | bins.” They highly commended the
villages had entered. In Colton’s| many ~efforts made -to provide
section were Anslow, Dunstall, | additional beauty through window-
Rangemore and Tattenhill, boxes, hanging baskets and flowers
The ' competition is organised |in unexpécteg places. j
annually by the Staffordshire On the other hand, with cer-
tain exceptions, marks were lost by
the condition of surroundings of
communal buildings and church-
yards, and € appreciating the
very real diffieulties ,the judges
commend the special efforts which
had obviously been made in most
cases. Some villages lost marks,
they state, because of the amount
of litter which, in the winning
villages, was “conspicuous by its
absence,” ]

_the area winners in the Best Kept Village Competition. |-

~seats and tal
invite customers to linger in

-the summer sunshine. The
children in the :Iotnr.e_.._are.

~ Charlotte

Helen Myatt and
: Wilson.




Rugcle_f Trent Val[ey.
1zed to the ground, _aud _the “u

r th .r.ubble, then up’ wnn go a
rm shelter. ot o
‘became  unstaffed -"moré. than a
sse gers ‘have bought their t!ckels elther
thei tlestmanon.' bl
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COL’-I:QN  ST. MARY’S 1920 team figures in ~ Back row: Ben Salt, Jack Tooth, Charlie
7 this “ Flashback,” sent by Mr. A Boulton, ~Brinkworth, Bob Myatt, Jim Beasley, Joe Glenn,
It came from his cousin, Mr. W. Boulton of  Fred Myatt, Billy Jones, E. Myatt, . : :
- Cross Road. - = s Now that the football season has returned,
~_In the front row geft to right) are: Jack  old pictures of local teams are suitable for

- Parker, Jack Davies, ‘Boulton, Watt Myatt  * Flashback,” provided the mames (or the
: and Percy Myatt, Middle row: Bill Fisher, Ned majoritﬁf of the names) are "suplplied. Pictures
| Devall and Charfie Bull. =~ S —from the 1920s in particular will _be-wgl_cpmeq____'__
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Wartime
relic?

.The Freeman family
were flushed in more ways
than one when theyv found
an old hand grenade in an
outside loo.

But luckily their quuk
thinking prevented an ex-
plosive situation!

They called the police,
who took the grenade
awa) and will return it to
the army.

They found the grenade
when Mr. Tom Freeman
and his two sons Edward

and Calum were digging
out a Victorian toilet in the

grounds of lh.en' Colton
home.

~ The boys discovered the
grenade and were Kicking
it around the garden as a
football.

It was not until they
washed it down that they
found out what they had
been plaving with.,

Their mother, Mrs.
Shirley Freeman said the
family had no idea there
might ‘be ammunition
buried in the garden.

“But we will certainly be
looking out now,"” she said.

The Freeman family has
lived in the village's Old
Rectory for three vears.

Soldiers were sta-
tioned in Colton in the
early war vears.
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River swim raises £300

Taking the plunge for
a good causeon Sunday
was Mr. Walter Norman
who swam a distance of
fwo and a half miles in
an effort fo raise money
for St. Mary’s Church at
Colton.

Mr. Norman, of 12,
Heath Way, swam from
Wolseley Bridge to Ru-
geley — wunder the

watchful eyes of
boatmen Mr. Tom
Freeman, Mr. Robin
Mathews and Mr. David
Bradbury in case he had
any difficulties.

Altogether the effort
raised £300 for the fund
to re-lead the church
roof, for which £10,000 is
needed.

Mr. Norman was

The Rugeley Times, published at 3, Bow Street, Rugeley WS15 2BU (Tel.
Rugeley 335546) and printed by West Midlands Press Lid., P.O. Box 60,

Leamore Lane, Walsall WS2 7N

Post Office.

X. Registered as a newspaper at the

watched in his gallant
effort by a number of
Colton parishioners who
turned out to cheer him
at vantage points.

The Rev. Raymond
Wilcox told the ““Times”’
that Mr. Norman had
done very well fo swim
such a distance. He said
that the church planned
to hold sponsored walks,
concerts and a profes-
sional wrestling bout in
the future as part of the
mﬂ for the restoration
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- Looking as pretty as a picture are these three young ladies who took
jart in the May Day celebrations at Colton Church on Monday. |
 The May Queen is 11 year old Ann Wigley (centre), and her
ttendants are Rashpal Kaur, also aged 11 (left) and ten year old
sty Freeman. . = — -~ - = . e
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are being kept busy
with an unusual
preject on village hi-
_story.

- The women were asked
by the Birmingham and |
Midland Society for Ge- |
nealogy and Heraldry to
help with 2 monumental
lnserlptiun project.

It involves recording all
the inscriptions on grave-
stones, tablets and monu-
ments in Colton.

The Genealogy and He-
raldry Society is com-
piling findings from
towns and villages in the
three Midland counties of
Staffordshire, War-
wickshire and Worce-
stershire.

It says there is an urgent
need for the work to be
done before our history is

lost.
President of Colton WI,
% Mrs. Ivy Preston, said
work had started on the
old churchyard in the
- village, and names, ins-
-eri and verses have
all been carefully re-
corded. _
~ “f don’t think it is only
WIis which have been ap-
ed to do this work.
“So far we have had
three meetings where we
have taken recordings,
and we have found it very

“Butﬂ:ereissﬂll a lot of
work to be done. Next we
shall be working on the

tssszsst e e e e e
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. ==Colton" people have heen.:
having a lot of fun -la
Village women chal}engecﬁg; 1
men to a football 1ast 1

%;Jlnday a{ter
arious all-men Erych a
fortnight ago.
And they proved thgu'
— by beatipg the m DDE
‘course the womer
[keeper ‘happened to e,a
Frank Gladwin alsg

amble with the

Alfred I-lnvnes, refeee, stunds far right.

like” was the message the Coltqn. teams recewed ond thev
thn-of two youngsters — Hnesm
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