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N oo for Dentel days ahead. _ 3 . o

The hal w3 built in 1878 benefit of agnculture at the
Newark and Nottingham

and it W3 used extensivc_h.
with the adjoininz

. until the last de-
public enterta‘m-

County Show recently.

The firm, Agricultural Re-
quisities and Mechanizations
Colton Road. entered

cade, when ]
ment fashions begain 1" Ltd., of _ .
change a rnundhousg pugga;y31nvanted
- ; . L
; sylar Friday and_designe in 1963 by Mr
There WO regula dances G. w, Cooper, and developec
and marketed by the firm

and gaturday night
doors, the Sat- Y erough

packed to the : There are 45 i0
ing becaus€

out Britain.
) o Lrop

The spare, spread-
branches of this

- n d .
i pres hted to the firm.

. oak tree pictured in
. near Blithfield Hall
stark reminder to the . B e
iy ways of nat&lre. agreement that T1 boug 20 entr]
ah h sur in ere were a ou entr
it urrounding the Town Hall would onlt in the compeiilift!n comi
have 2 Gaturday dance once from a 30-mile radius, incht
iaht. This geems 7 ing some from national €O
panics.

My, R, W.-Ray, responsi
for marketing, said one rea
his firm won the award—
that the piggeries were b
and orected as package ¢
It even went as far as dig
the actual hole.

When Mr. Cooper first
signed the piggery. the di
was approved by the Ag
tural Research Council a
grant was maae. Fach
costs £2.750 and the firm
duces one @ month.

Subsequent modific
ade, The ¢t

and hedges are spout= . 4 : 4

fresh Spring foliage : = S AW ; 5 3
the old oak lives out o ; . B ek e \

1ale days in @ state of ] inning
constant Autumn.

®

the decline
coll changing
and dancers.

e the new floor

- Two more rotting
p\iclured in the same
. o tree reservation .
s can r.a\ep the gaunt 8 i T : ; cOmPﬂ“kd by am 1T
enarians from their P mRE ; restrictions.
lual iate. Their barks 4 jncluding 2 limitation ©" @
qed and cracked, soon = for safety reasons.
be considered 100 And bookings begam to drop
Moves 0 get the hall used §
included council-

ma
afe 1o be left standing.
St _
have been m
S onsored €v B _ 08
C . inments manager but tional type of piggery i
entertainmen , & L Oraular, whereas Mr. o
. these did not meet with su¢ L reular, and can acc
°|t°'| cess.' Moves to get it use date up 1o 180 piss.
by @ Brighter Rugeley o™ Other advantages @
ll .| . ‘,‘I i ; Iso thwarted floor space  can be u
mitiee Were X al the time, with adjustal
°| r The building of several loca te e there is 20
clubs and the jmprovement \o _ t-,y:“-m,.i Jue it(o its sh:
silities 1 5 als¢ tral muck store
ma facilities 10 schools ab¢ central muck
e decline in Town the piggery can hold
gallons and only

resulted in a
Hall bookings- _ .
any ways 1i°

There are M _
ich the hall could still b

emptying once a maon
saving on_ labour: e
{ round vislon. aa

new name;

What is in 2 name? Al

'_',})11(}11_ quite a lot. Half the §

Aillage’s main streét =- the ¥

awer half - - is Lo be named dramntal -

. o0 Wak the parish as an unproﬁtalﬂi‘ ¥
ik park andg

pomALL  un> seed. And the
top hatf of fhe—rtoad? Tha
w1_11 continue to be known as
High Street.
.o arisiening 18 .p!h.’rl'
q-: cooagse of oA move: 1Q.
ST ises and so  ease
~ va  wnd  local authority fe
o oos. o~ In Colton at pres- =
gar 5 3.0 Sudses dare numbess
are not A
iy nAMES,
= .= Cottaze.
s comie will be

a Cag

L M B
Mes G, Braidley of Rugeley,
;uiﬁfjpe‘akcr at the last meet-
ing~ of- Bfithfield Mothers’
Union;, gave ralk on his visit E
-~ the-Passion Playv at Oberam- :

aror2au st vear.
The meeting Was held at
Newion village hall, and 2
sarvice with hymns Pre- g
¢ ralk. He

Although his son retir
S etired a year ago, 87 'S-

! }[:"il;'.l]ith{arq‘ B. Upton is still doing agweek'syfvegrsko}ﬂ
s bu chers shop in Albion Street — with h

yet of retirement! — B0 TREHE

& © Mr. Upton has been i trad
< [ j ‘ 1 in the e were spent at Birming-
: ?St(_hw}_ trade since he was ham. He then worked for 111:5':0
years old, and in that time | YE2Is at Armitage.
Although a little uncertain

aed NI Braidley e h §
7 howed films of is holi- E=1 he has noticed m
li- §E1 h ! anv changes.
et oi.l}iiﬂ-- Meat 1 payed £12 for when of the dates, Mr. Upton says
: gt now cost ht‘a_m(_wed to a shop at Horse
Fair just before the turn of

& . _ flr [

the century. Then, afte

the ¢ 2 ,.after marry-

fowa ing imr 1911, he went to pg-

¥ Yaces. mises at Lower Brook Street.

17 manthe in the He ‘[i‘gfﬂca“ed up in the, a1
s . and after service




anuary 2, 1971. 23

| Blithfield

In spite of the snow and cold : )

wind there was the usual S Nl RN O o5 ; : oo ey s
crowd of onlookers at Blith- o ' = ;

field Hall on Boxing Day

morning to witness the meet ! - 4

of the Meynell and South 3 e 1 . I’VeSt
Staffordshire Hunt. On the ' s : 5

right are the hounds waiting : tO Mo

Blithfield Mort:
met on Tuesday

: field Hall. Below, a section Xéﬂgiec t;a]lﬁ T}L]’e
v the

%@éof the crowd, looking to- . : 1Rey, L. Sapsford.

% wards the stable block. i . = ; s : A S8 The speaker
Gon % Morecroft of Armi
i e o Ao E=gatroduced by th

; o : : : : 5 : === member, Mrs. G.

‘Morecroft's talk
on God’s promise

.-i‘&'ﬁu..,. J -etl

OU’]

During the w
dents cannot h:
to notice the tow
ing resemblance
nock Chase.
trees have spr
Globe Island, Eal
Island, ~Brook
and to cap it all.
five at Market
seen on the left.
Why the suddes
greenery? Why fiv
the Market Square.
one stood last Chr

Rugeley’s festive
has been arranged ¢
Belcher, Engineer
vor, Instead of ad.
Christmas cheer u
place, he decided
to concentrate i
areas.

‘Concentrate’ i.

The positioninz
Globe and Eaton [
means that travelic
ind leaving the tov
1a elimpse of Chris:
g0, And a bonu:
floodlights  wil;
ffectiveness 1o

rees,
COST €2




shopping ce

rk on building a £250,000 shopping
out four weeks’ time,

o start in ab
il include a pub, an arcade, shops and restaurants. ,
visaged for 1974 when &

Street, it wi
\ning permission |

nent comp
o between A

1as been granted to a Rugeley
hich has begun clearing the
g Ibion Street and Brewery Street,
71l be closed to traffic and made into a “pedes-

that part of the
which also in-

erhead canopies,

Myrs. Dorothy Bradbury of Hig
Colton, may have made history by
pirth to a baby while she is holding office as
churchwarden. .

She has been warden at St. Mary’s, Colton
for six years and before that was secrgtary
for the parochial church council—an office
she also still holds.

The baby, born on St. Andrew’s Day, was
christened Andrew William on Sunday by the
Rector of Coltom, the Rev. L. W. Sapsford..

He told the * Times” that he was almost
certain that Mrs. Bradbury Wwas the first
woman churchwarden to give birth to 2 baby
while holding office. )

«This is the first time to my knowledge
and 1 think it must pe a unique case.
always get 2 thrill from christening a baby
but on ‘Sunday 1 was tickled pink,” he said.

A teacher, Mrs. Bradbury has lived . in
Colton all her life. She is the second female
churchwarden in Colton’s history. Among
those who sent messages Of congratulation
were the Bishop of Stafford, the Right Rev.
R. G. Clitherows; the Archdeacon of Stafiord,
the Ven. B. Stratton and the rural dean, the
Rev. C. J. A. Payton. None of these had any
previous knowledge of 2 baby being born to
a female warden in office.

mr. D J. Bradbury, Andrew’s father, is
chief speciﬁcalions engineer at Dorman
Diesels Ltd., Stafford, a sidesman at Colton
Chur¢h and geveral years ago was instigator
of the annual Midlands Festival of Steam
which raises money for the village hall.

Godparents were Nurse M. A. Cooper, Mrs.
Bradbury's sister and Mr. 5. ). Bradbury, her
brother-in-law. Andrew, pictured with
mother and the rector, is wearing a hand-
made shawl which was worn by his mother,
when she was born and has been in

family since 1900

precinct near Rugeley town centre The private developmq

Stretching from Bridge House to would tie up with future plags
for Rugeley town centre

through the town centre to | whole maip street from
tlraﬂlcland <o make it, too, 4 Globe traffic island to b
shopping precinct. Slirewsbury Arms Hote
Mr. C. E. Belcher, Rugeley Market Street, Market Square, RN :
Urban Council's engineer and | Brook Street, Anson Street targ i e

surveyor, said the council had | the war memorial,
1d parts of Bow

o
no development of this kind Street ar m#
planned at the present and Bees Lane, will be,,hsg
cars, lorries and Dusesy: >

Moo é

people can sit out in the sun-
chine at shaded tables.”
The president of Rugeley | moment
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. R. -
E. Chilvers, said. “This}|
scheme is a very good thing
for Rugeley. I feel it wilk-npt
only fill a very unsightly: %
\\fhich has been there fo
time, but also add to the.
nities of the town.
eIt will extend ‘shoppinfx

aivo




P.'co_A L. J. A, Faridd,
retiring a: the end of Aug
A single man, Mr. Sadber
36, and has been Vicar of
_Samts‘ Church, Rangemc
for seven vears. Before that
was curate at St. Chsz
Church, Burton-on-Trent.
He was ordained into
Ministry 10 years ago.

&

\C.w o~ candle-
~resonted
... — by the
»vtoal o Singers
-0 and  the
at St
Brere-

Tsemiie
Charch,
Trursday  last £
i works con- %
23 plerced  af

e oaiside the

: o reported E

++ the pro-

¢~ oy candle-
-xan had to be
cpa oy M, N. E
ox.y we had E
~o.es in chureh,” E

-.-eton, the Rev,
©octe limes.”
ihe cable was g S -
45 minutes Z

of Music
el gang lrom B
ity Board

mmedsately and

aasepr back for

divert it 60 feet nearer to my
house, across my field. My
neighbours who live along
Manor Way are against it |
and 1 have 10 consider
them.”

Some public footpaths at Colton are not useable

4 because they are obstructed or obliterated by resi-

dential building, the parish council heard on Thursday
last. -

Mrs. F. Brown clerk,
reported on & meeting which
=~ ghe and representatives of

Lichfield Rural Council and

Mr. G. Mellor of Manor Farm,
“ Colton, had attended. It was

: suggested to Mr. Mellor that

a footpath which had been

ompletely wiped-out by

: residential building 10 years
: should be re-routed

a reasonable man ke
but these people do not B=
realise how much money is
tied up in land and animals
these days. One loose dog
among the sheep or someone
turning right instead of left [g
and dropping a match could |k
cause no end of damage,” he
added.

a view 10 taking the
necessary .action,” he sald-

Mr. Smithson emphasised
that the council could not
compel Mr. Mellor to have 3
re-routed path over his land.
He believed that if the other
two paths could be opened
the parish council would not
be so concerned about the
Manor Way path.

“1 am

wis a -Zreat
Snwiry  said.
vii 20 people
inchuding  the

-~ the first time
4 concert in
ww¢h, 1 would
ased  for this
often,”

ent Mmge

FUND

Ed.ij,
ORGAN
ewsed  with  the

- 2850 from the

.., for the chareh

- lund.

-, under the direc-
Muartin Browne,
of AllL” by Dr.
Tve: " Let Thy

cars O Lord,” by
ines: "Jesu, Price-
. by |. S. Bach;

yroelicus” by G

Se sl my soul” by

“Lord ] U'usf Thee” |

ilandel: and
<oy desiring”

wrter Of Darre] Wade
wWiiliam Smethurst
david Palmer - (eello)

Carter (flute) per- s

suartets wnd rios
Havdn, Mozt .

nisl W

e residential

across one of his fields, she
= said.

= ' Thig would entail Mr.
: JMellor having a stile put in
;_*g"é his hedge where it joined
=S¥ \fanor Way, Mrs. Brown

added.
“Mr, Mellor was not inter-
ested in keeping any foot-

paths open and would not

SR B1ve permission to have &
through  his

= yap made
hedge,” she said.

TEN YEARS OLD
i Lichfield Rural Council
- are now dealing with the
= matter of this and 1two
obstructed  footpaths, the
parish council were told.
> This week Mr. P.
= Smithson,
= Council’s
== firmed that 10 years’ . old
building adjoin-
ing Manor
ate a footpath.

He added that the blame
.&‘ﬂseemed to be divided
=== petween the developer, who

: should provide for an altern-

ative route. and the local
i planning authority which
had a duty to see that an
i alternative route was Pro-
dded.

Mr. Smithson

When asked for his views
Mr. Mellor said: “At the
moment the footpath goes ip
someone's back door and out
the front. They want o

Lichfield, Rural
deputy clerk, con- |

Wway did obliter-

explained |;

that the complex of foot- [

~ paths _in Colton

-
ﬁaucessib]e by meang - Of
o= Manor Wayv footpath, or one

was only |

of two other paths — which :

were obstructed.
land over

£

He said he had never
known the: 90 used
since the M zdid not

think ther®
them nowag
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Murder !

When considering a churca
of the antiguity of St. Maiy's
~in-Colton, many thoughts mas
pass -through the minds ol the
cbserver, Saxons, Normans,
vicars of an age lonz since
buried i tne austs or tune.
Murder 15 not a thoughr cne
usually associates witn  am
churcn, yet this ancient place
of worshup 'bhas twice been
associiled witn “murder most
foul,” which puts it one up
even on Canterbury Cathedra.

The two. incidents arve.
according to Colton lezenay
angd tradition. separate events.
However, the reader mav be
surprised ag the various simi-
larities  Letween the two.
Similarities which could con-
nect thein,

The rirsy incident involves 4
man by the name of Nicholas,
who was described as beins
‘the son of William de Colion.
This Nicholas became en-
tungled with Adam, described
as beinz the son of Hereward.
In the ensuing brawl, Nicholas.,
the son of William de Colton,
is said to have slain his.ad-
versary, Adam, the son of
Hereward .

The church laws of the
Middle, Ages allowed for any
fugitive to claim the rizht of
sanctuary within -the confines
of the church. Hence manm
churches have one “room”
knowr as the sanctuary, The
fugitive could not claim this
right for an indefinite period.,
bur only from “the first hour
to midnight,”

Nicholag de Colton is said to
have claimed the right of
sanctuare ar St. Mary's, This
would have eiven him a res-
pite {rom the hue-and-crv.
which would have been called
to pursue a murderer. No one
would have dared to risk the
wrath of God Oy inviolutine
the protection of a church.

Those who hag chased
Nicholus de Colton to the
church would not have been
over-duly worried. The prieat
would have come to the door
to inform them that Nicholas

aad claimed sanctuary, which

he coald not refuse, However,
the protection of sangtuary
was eltlective only to midnight,

atter which, Nicholas would §

have to fend for himself, The
pursuers had only to set a
watch and wait (i1l their man
was turned out of the church;

Nicholas de Colton, however
did escape. Lezend has it that
his father was instrumental in
this escape,

Tha second of the murders
- which S1, Mary's was re-
putedly involved, . occurred
eight years later, in 1271,
According to tradition, John,
the chaplaiv of Colton, is
alleged to  have murdered
Christina, the wile of Nichb-

las de Colton, This murder is |

said to have come about while
John was igterposing between
Nicholas and g stranger. No
details exist as to how a chup-
lain came to murder the wile
ol the man he was arauine
\\'i-L’h‘

However the murder came

about. lohn decided not to

hang aroung to explain but
took to his heels.

~ Both lesends raise interest- |
ing poiats which are worth a i§

second thougzht, In 1263,
Nicholas murdered Adam the
son of Hereward, In 1271,
John was interposing in an
argument Between Nicholas de

Colton and a stranzer, Note |

the existence of Nicholas de |@#

Colton in both murders. Add
to this that the name Here-
ward i not local and anvone
bearing this nameé would have
probably been considered a5 a

stranger in a close-knit village £

community,

The first story does not tell §

us what caused the brawl be-

tween Nicholas and Adam. |

Could it have been over Chris-
tina? Did TJohn the chaolain
murder Christina or did some-

one of more influence do the |

deed and poor [ohn fleg be-

cause he coujg mnot  fiaho

asainst the de Coltons?
Speculation bu

8 Kath Pratt has

been our contact

1 leader in Stafford-
shire for six years
and she has been
a club member
since the early
1950s.

Married to

] Frank Pratt who

is chairman of the
local NFU—they
live at Harts
Farm, Abbots
Bromley—Kath
was a teacher
before she
married.

She has three
children. Tim,
the eldest, farms
with his father,
Geofi is a turf : hirkrkbess .,

accountant, and : . %.%5:1“

Anita has recently
gained an honours AT T
HEEERS

degree in
pharmacy.



of rural rides just beyond the
1 affinity to Rugeley.

Fringe benefits indeed to Rugeley
are such places at Beaudesert golf
course, the international Scout and
A i camp in Beaudesert Park
qand Castle Ring; the mnearby
ancient British encampment.

Turn to the Stafford side and
here is a veritable wealth of seats
of the nobility--Wolseley, Shug-
lbomugh, Blithfield, Tixall, Sandon,
{Ingestre, Chartley, Look to the
‘north-east and in the Needwood
Forest area more great estates
leave a legacy of stately trees and
Aparkland sprinkled with red-brick

t

" FRINGE

. BEATING the bounds of an artificial * Greater Rugeley”
| created by “ Times ” readers in 15 villages brought a new
i meaning to the phrase, “ fringe benefits.” It is an apt description
villages which look with some

dmansions of a century ago.

The beauty of the Bromleys, the
Ridwares; the busy-ness of Hands-
acre and Hixon; the industry of
Armitage, the commuters’ modern
ddwellings in Haywood; all are
@ matched in a peep through the in-
4 visible curtain of greenery which is
all that divides * Greater Rugeley "
from its ‘ fringe " benefits,

Hixon. in the parish of Stowe,
is one fringe village very much in
ithe news. It has of recent years
been providing sites on its airfield
{for many small and some large in-
dustries, a few with Rugeley con-
“inections. It has a school which is
“icentre of a comprehensive secon-
‘dary modern controversy through
Ministry refusal for its closure.

RAIL TRAGEDY

Last year it was suggested as a
site for an overspill town and this
vear opened at Hixon with the rail
tragedy and proceeded with a move
to get the airfield reopened for
ibusinessmen’s use,

- A fast-growing village with Harry
iLauder associations, through the
i life-work for charities of the late
: Wilmot Martin, * the Staffordshire
! Harry Lauder.”

Turning eastwards, the hamlet of
Newton ‘provides pretty scenery,
old cottages and a glimps of the
upper extremity of B]ithﬁg]d reser-

the spot where Dick lived with his
pet hare, Bess, who was acci-
dentally killed by Anson hounds.
Dick never recovered from the loss
and died of melancholia soon after-
wards in the workhouse in Chase-
ley Road.

A step further to Milford and its
popular beauty haunts, across the
road to Tixall with its fine Gate-
house, thence to Ingestre with its
Wren church just restored, its fine
mansion which is an educational
centre for West Bromwich, and
Hixon is just a couple of miles
away. The fringe tour is com-
pleted.

With its tower, reminiscent of Durham Cathedral, part concea'ced by
in all its majesty from the roadside, It is more like a minster tham




“This timber framed, weather-boarded tithe barn at Mavesyn Rid-
ware has survived four centuries or more, losing its thatch in the
" process. Situated mear the church and old hall, it is an unusual

: feature. these days. ’ v

by a late-leafing tree, Hoar Cross Church is seen

thedral, part concealed ) .
illage church, being a Meynell memorial.

s more like a minster than a vi

-

— - . E - B e
h The atmosphere of Yoxall is well represented by this scene near th ¢ church and sc_hoo!. wh ?re_ a

s with a teacher from Shugborough 17th century hali-timbered dwelling selling antiques guards the ap proach to Victoria Road with its

mid-day break in Birches Valley, They . 18 th ang 19th century terraced houses, i




Vol o Martin,
Harry Lauder.

Turning eastwards, the hamlet of
-Newton provides pretty scenery,
. old cottages and a glimps of the
- upper extremity of Blithfield reser-
voir as one drives towards Bagots
Bromley and the denuded Bagot
woods.

Passing through Abbots Brom-
~ley, well known in these columns,
Hoar Cross Church is seen to_pre-
side from 400 feet over majestic
countryside to which it adds its
own dignity.

" Built 1871-76, as a memorial to
Hugo Francis  Meynell-Ingram,
George Bodley the architect was
instructed to spare no expense in
producing what has been likened
to a minister, with a tower re-
miniscent of Durham.

{| Hoar Cross Hall is in course of
:| development as an Anglican youth
and conference centre, an *away
from it all” for city folk. And
just behind it St. Michael's House
1 provides a home for 16 children in
the care of the Church of England
Children’s Society, gaining constant
support from a Rugeley committee,
Lea Hall miners and many other
organisations,

CIVIL RIGHTS

Its parent parish was Yoxall.,
where Wilberforce planned part of
his campaign for the abolition of
slavery. An attractive large vil-
lage on the Swerbourp and close
to the Trent, Yoxall boasts several
fine houses and many half-timbered
reminders of Elizabethan times.

Seedy Mill with its large pump-
ing station, Hanch Hall and several
more country seats are seen as the
| narrow lanes to Gentleshaw are
traversed. Passing  Stoneywell,
where the family of Longdon’s Re-
..:| formation-period  bishop  lived;
i| skirting Beaudesert to Gentleshaw,
i| where a brick church in Norman
style has become weatherworn on
its 800ft, eminence for 129 years.

Here is more modern develop-
ment and a modern mineral indus-
try to go with it. Nearby Cannock
Wood Colliery provides work for
Rugeley miners and Rawnsley of
old provided good training for
racehorses, There is still an equine
atmosphere-at Gentleshaw.

Farewell, another hamlet in the
ancient Longdon parish, today has
the remains of its church in a
farmyard, with some 13th century
miserere seats which were in the
(ljistercian abbey formed there in

Skirting Hednesford after Hazel
Slade, the new post office tower is
seen to dominate Cannock Chase

northern side two great gaunt

svag. and hundreds of small
oL r silent witness to
follies of war.

Cacrogs Sherbrook to Hay-
od: r&n, and the site of Dick
.égve!.? is always an intrigu-
ing s for newcomers. No cave

is to be seen, only a hollow

with its angel wings. On its

Two camera-shy deer avoided a place on this picture spread but these bovs with a teacher from Shug
Schools Camp on a Cannock Chase hike proved tame enough as they had their mid-day break in Birches Valle
of Wolgarston School, Penkridge.

b o ———

A peaceful corner of old England found at Newton, just above the top end of Blithfield reservoir. Thi
several fine half-tim bered Newton dwellings,

N e

This Hixon Inn with an 18th century look is Bank House, Formerly its own beer was brewed in the huisd
right, now used for farm purposes, It is just one of seve ral old dwellings that give atmospherc te ¥
filling with modern houses,

2 beneath a group of tall pine marks
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view, provisional
; buildings were’
prepared shorl'y after the last war./|
and<gradually. with the aid of local
planning authorities, these Aare
being revised and made statutory.

With this
lists of inter

Jatchdogs in the form of local
history and archaeology societies
have been enlisted to add their
local knowledgze to that of the
¢ounty men.

In Rugeley and the surrounding
parishes served by the “Rugeley
Times” the Landor Society is the

.7 duties of keeping the county plann-
' B ing authority informed of any in-

of listed buildings. the society also

tions proposed by owners,

1. | For three years now it has been

owners, sugecsting modifications in
some cases Lo ensure that modern
will blend with ancient. It is one
of 11 societies in the county which
give local opinions to the county

Apart from the National Trust
and Ancient Monument categories,
with which may be included Crown
properties such as the Roman site
at Wall, all out of the scope of this
| picture story, there are I'wo grades
%l of “listed™ buildings which may
" not be demolished. aliered, or

R e T = R .

1 r} = = . “
" The listed buildings

watchdog. With the voluntaryy
4 fringement of the Town and|
1.2 Country Planning Act by owners|

. expressed its opinion on modifica-

giving its views on proposals of},

planning and development officer. |

“include the hall, wi

% monum

~HISTORY IS
PRESERVED
N ANCIENT
BUILDINGS

Oﬂ—u—ﬁ;rm in charge of Ministry and local authority planning

departments are not the stubborn “no’-men planners ardg
often thought to be. Near to their hearts is the preservatio
of Britain's stately-homes, ancient churches,
ublic buildings — even walls and gateways
istorical or architectural interest.

and stabling block, wl

been awarded a grant; two e — _—
houses, the church and the MO

rectory.

Colton's list include
Colton House (18th
good proportions of

way), Malthouse farmhouse
Hamley House, the 400 years

chimney stacks rem
hay Manor, and th
that comprise W
built in 1858,

WOLSELEY BRIDGE

Wolseley Bridge.

Moreton House, Colwich A
the church, u_EnBrocmﬂ an
black and white shop at Co

are among the lis

there, while at Great Hay
besides Shugborough, its
ents and lodges; bridgt

houses in Trent Lane,
St. John's R.C., Churc
House and its stone

Hamstall Ridware's
the church, the Old
the 16th century m

humble cottages
if they hav

tons and Fitzherberts, Ha' Just to show that not
Hall, with its gateway, walls tectural or Emsmwc_.wﬂ_w are q uvaint thatched cottages and el
buildings and remains of the This row at Bagot Street, Abbo ¢« s e
which was formerly connectc, ment windows and woode 0 ts Bromley, of four houses built i

v el : ' ilt in

ao. This elegant

ithtie Is elegant 18th century ; .

me m_hm:nm _UE_._, by Mr. F, Bonney w:ﬂomwﬂ..ww aoﬁﬂ__n.wam M;.:. as one would ex pect, but in Col

i X ouse. If i _ s but in Colton, where jt w
rich has j - pilasters and ﬂo%m.mw.mwam.m A particularly fine mooﬁnﬁzhwm

s the chu:
century 3
a fine n_.

at L

Bishton

ted" buil

there
h, the A
barn.
building
Rectory

anor of thes i

i egan t mansi i i

° eleg sion

rdinary ” houses built in a local mc‘wo ﬂm_ﬂ o*%ahe materl
the 18th

heir gro up value ?—Mmzﬂ.-._..ﬂu\.-u@uulr. .

est, but alsg «

n doo rcases, are included for t

- e o P
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yr  from the 1R CEHErS oy visitor
s long history to attract visitors, room. . . .
“But 1 fell in love with the ro-

y 'About 30.000 people visit the hall !
spend mantic atmosphere when 1 first

vs. every year and what they
heips to keep the house in its pre- saw it “ she continued, “It is
ype -sent beautiful condition. more of a home than most  big
ast  But it was not always sO. «“When houses.”
in 1 first saw, it” said Lady Bagot, . The fifth Lord Bagot, who died
~it was in an awful state.” The in 1946, had sold the house to the
by place was full of dry rot, there was South Staffordshire Water Board |
“no electricity, no running water, no on condition that he could live in ’
the house until his death. ;
' Lady Bagot and her late hus-
band, the sixth” Lord Bagot, later -
travelled from L ndon to super-
vise the packing O family treasures. "
But as they began to clear out
the house they felt they coulé
bear to leave the old place i
repair.. “Finally 1 persuaded
Bagot to buy it back from the
Board” said Lady Bagot. A
“But what a job we ad ahead
us! There was not oné habitable
room and the water just poured in
when it rained. It seemed madness.”
Nevertheless,” every room in the
hall could be lived in today. '
The sixth Lord Bagot died in |

4 striking piciure of part of Blithfield Hall, stately home
the Bagot family. Nancy Lady Bagot lives in a mog’emo _

_ment occupying one wing.

o Bagot does not
Ay In 1965, Nancy Lad Bagot mar- [f ¢
ried - Mr. Kenneth hitehead. She i
has an adopted daughter, Caryl ¥
Rosemary, who is nine years old.
Born and educated near Sydney k
Australia. Lady Bagot came to LS
England when she was 18 and met
the future Lord Ba&m on the boat. |
They married in i
and returned to England in
“we felt too much out of the war

in Australia” she said, “So we live

in London and tried to take parl.
1 worked in the Red Cross’™.

So it was not until after the war
that Lady Bagot saw the Bagot
family home. “Almost every gen-

eration had been altering and ex-
their

¥
f. ; s . tending the house to suit’
~hales Spaniel, real belongs to Caryl, needs” she said, “But when
e gets a lot of ar saw it, it was @ wilderness.
) But keenly interested in |

r-ol daughter. But
decorating _ and antigues,’®

threw herself into the mammot|
h. "

1| with, S o 5

’ #of Mr. John Fowler, now f
Trust Adviser on int- |}
Fenlisted to helprestore
n’s  eighteenth fcentury

e r——————

fte apart from the removal of
B rot, restoration of windows an
fing, and elimination of damp.
the original wallpapers had to be
matched and specia furnishing fab-
rics woven. .

Old drawings of the centi& court-
ard had to be studied so the orng-
inal pool could be rebuilt and nine-

potatoes and numerous other |

Earlier 1 attempted to show
valuable effects, the property

how one can gain an insight

"

1gemh century fireplaces stripped lto

.| show the. sixtegnth century originals. |: - into the life led by our Mr id: e

1S Fhere isa minimum aff f0 © ¥ el » 3 ur of 'h'. Sherm.m. of Colton §-
.. . Y21 i Rugeley predecessors by read- Hall, aforesaid, who is chang-f

announcing the ing residence.
Order of Sale: ‘First Day —

the Cows, Horses, Sheep, Hay,

= enftly o

- - “- I 2 A e*p\ib~
lic side of the house. There is a can-
teen staff of tWo and. a cleaner for.
the extensive children’s museum in
the upper 82 eries. The rest Lady
Bagot manages with only one daily

4| help.
! p able cook, Lady Bagot fav-

 ing adverts
|-sale of a house. Besides afford-
i ing the reader with this in-
" sight, it can also supply other Pine Plants, Posatoes, Cart
useful information: and Gearing, Implements,
5 caps and serves a lot of sal-l- ' Tg be s i Brrewlr‘xg_ Dairy and_Kitchen [
fresh fruit. “1 enjoy enter- | o be sold by auction (on Utensils and the Desks and
" she says, -but there is not| . the premises), by Mr. Wilder, Tables in the School and Din-
", on Tuesday and Wednesday, ing Rooms.
‘ the 4th and 5th of January. Second Day: Entrance Hall,

the .1\

still manages

local orga%‘-saéi%ps. Yol
el i i
the Stab%rarsd IL b 1832. _ Library, Drawing Room and
4 S OAnne's School, | The ex(;ens;ve-f zissemblage of all the Bedrooms, which con-
| Abbots Bromiey. ~ |+ neat and usetu Household tain upwards of Twenty Pai
‘ coturer with | it and ¥ ) ! s enty Pairs
A_widely ;a\rcl'-eq ?C.T = furniture, l\n.ch‘en, dairy and of Capital Bedsteads, with good <.
g brewing utensils, etc., also feather beds and bedding in:

. Grimley is g ER R '
ith J. Rowley v Tt g R : A three very valuable in-calf cows _proportion, of all descriptions. |
Webster waiting. . ¥R (great milkers), one prime fat  The sale to commence each !
cow, a very useful and activé morning at ten o'clock. pre-
bay draught horse, seven years cisely, Full particulars and
old. a handsome black mare catalogues may be had at the
pony, five years old, twenty Inns at Rugeley, Wolseley
prime long-woolled wethers, Haywood, Uttoxter, at he
@most fat, in lots, new carl place of sale and . of;
yring, capital old and auctioneer, Sandon.

\,51?&9 D_oﬁ), pine plants,

e

- " o 3 3 L L . =

While pare . :
hite pareiBemeiaicd these cararan hids worked off high spitfts
i e e




O

A COLTON GRANDMOTHER

J F Mrs. May Bannister is not

WRITES at home to callers at her
Colton semi-detached, she can

often be found walking in the

E nearby . countryside.  Mrs.
Bannister has written poems

and stories since she can
remember and gains much in-

spiration from her rural sur-
roundings.

“I showed my poems to the
wrong person years ago and they
laughed at them. So I threw the
lot on the fire,” Mrs. Bannister
recalled

But she has now taken up :
writing again and keeps paper and
pencils in every room of her house
at 84, High Street, Colton.

Mrs. Bannister said: *“ Poetry
has got to be spontaneous. I have
sat absolutely frozen in my bed-
room writing about the counryside
when I have had an inspiration.”

She has tried to get her poetry
published, but was told that only
already-established authors are

accepted.. “It is a Cinderelia
: thing and unless your name is
known there is no hope — but
how are you to get known in the
first place ? " she asked.

Her three grandchildren — Jane,
-] 13, Jonathan, nine, and three years-
jold Michael, are avid fans of
_!egranny's poems and stories — so
much so that Mrs, Bannister has
| compiled some of her work,
i specially written for them, into a
i book which she calls “ Tell Us a
. Story, Nan."

The book has taken her about
two to three years to complete and

winning * Best -
arden,”’

ARDEN |
LTON

Kept Garden”
been won by j
Mr, Edward =
Cuottage,
nearest rivals——-
.1 Pitts of 88,

4 points. Third" -~
. and Mrs. T.

AT is a;)out 21,000 words long. Shée
Holdi Blith- 7 - would like to see it in print an
4 u‘r:_ga,s B];I\E[I},_ despite rejections, is determined to
! 84, High. continue sending her work around
My, and Mrs,

¢ until it is accepted.

A deeply religious person, Mrs.
i Bannister has a strong belief in God
and says this has helped in her
writing. *“I could not do anything
without it. Life wouldn’t have
any meaning at all,” she admitted,
She has been looking after her
sick husband, but still found time
«re welcmed,: to write. the old story of Bellamour
.. ]. Brown: H . 3
~ho 7 -3
H114} '
:h‘at
i the

age Stores-
me judges were.
M-S, Deakin *
' Associa-.t

~unced at oa
:llaze Produce -
last  week,

. Britten and::

A placid scene on the east bank of Blithfield Reservoir, where by 1970 rhe}'e may be colourful
craft plying along a stretch of the water, their sails, reflecting sunlight, making a pleasant holiday
¥ scene for spectators. Mercian Yacht Club, formed at Rugeley with the purpose of campaigning 4§
the use of part of these waters, may soon have this privilege, for South Staffordshire Watey
Company has now given consent for an area off the east bank to be used for sa}_

-ead from the
Midlund Festi-
“home.arown”
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Savings - work. Thr
‘" years that he was
School (1923 to 1%-
since his retirement,
‘has been secretary of ikt
;savings group. He joinéd
movement in 1918,
In all Mr. Broughtos
'l
[ )
A

collected £32,000 for Naﬁb;%
Savings. AR

A ai

-
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_Colton’s award-winning * Best
: Kept Garden.”

AT COLTON

Colton’s “Best Kept Garden’
- award this year has been won by
... Mrs, Hilda Bell and Mr. Edward
.~ Murcott of Barn Cottage, S
. They beat their nearest rivals-—-
“ Mr, and Mrs,” David Pitts of 88, -
, High Street—by 54 points. Third: "
place went to Mr. and Mrs. T. .~

Prestog_of" Seven Holding, Blith- !

bury Road, fourth was Mr..
Charles Bannister of 84, High:'
<. Street, and fifth were Mr, and Mrs,

. J. Brown of the Cottage Stores . -
7 Zand Post Office, The judges were -

- Mr, Chudleigh and Mr. S. Deakin
<. of Brereton Gardeners’ Associa-.%’
« tion. :
. Results were announced at a . -
.- meeting of Colton Village Produce -
' Guild on Thursday Jast week. -
“: New members Mrs, M. Britten and-
Mrs. A, Stewart were welcmed,
then chairman Mr, []. Brown
- thanked members who entered;
pot plants in the County Show.
It was announced that Colto
were placed third in the show’s:
o foliage section, A letter of thanks:
w for assistance was read from th
=+ organisers of the Midland Festi

* BEST GARDEN |

i i rvoi ‘here by 1970 there may be

lacid scene on the east bank of Blithfield Reg:e.wur, w! v ¢
cAragta;l]ying along a stretch of the water, their sails, reflecting .sunhght, making lg pleasa
scene for spectators. Mercian Yacht Club, formed at Rugeley with the purpose of campa

the use of part of these waters, may soon have this privilege, for South Stafiordshire W

area off the east bank to be used for s:

Company has now given consent for an.




Colton Chuf®
garden party
raises £133

I N spite of a slightly overcast morning the weather turned out

pleasant and sunny and about 400 people attended Colton
church garden party on Saturday afternoon in the grounds of
the Rectory. The party was opened by Mr, and Mrs. R. D.
Birch of Lichfield. Mr. Birch is the Archdeacon’s registrar for
the Archdeaconry of Stafford,

This was the 29th garden party
organised by the combined efforts

f 1 ic N
OC()LInCC]lo t‘;?‘d iﬁgg?sdlfroglhu:ﬁg the Horsefall Tomb next to the

village. They have been organising church Emd _then estimating the
such events since 1941 and this|23Mmount required to cover it. Help-

) .o | ing her were her mother, Mrs,
year a profit of £133 10s, 8d. was E. A. Cooper and Mr. David

raised for general church funds. | .o X
Last year's profit exceeded this E’f&d?m}..clgs};{;t T:n[h\;hfgeosgugés

amount by £20 although the ;
income from the stails on Saturday ﬁﬁfﬁlegg T:S Mr. John Mottram

was up on 1968's fete by about }
£20. . Other events included a cake

A bouguet was presented to]raffle won by Mrs. Gould and a
Mrs. Birch by Miss Carol Smith | raffle for a teddy bear which was
and Mr. Birch received a button-| won by Mr. Davies. Both are
hole from Miss Jean Norman. members of the North Stafford-
skt tock xoll flowed " > Among the vuri{:d games and | shire centre of the Caravan Club,
s iging young clock golfer allowed our photographer to competitions was Yan ingenious 1 ; -5 i
‘snap” him before sending that ball “down the middle.” idea of the rector's warden, Miss Ni?é:};r “flrr;)r:r?rb (‘fvcflrteor;\ms(‘c]ﬁ;];ég

dinner); Miss D, Landor of Rugeley
(tin of biscuits). Miss Landor also
won the treasure hunt.

In charge of the clock golf
competition was Miss D. Jones
and it was won by Mr. G. K.
Whitehead from Blithfield. The
hoop-la was organised by Mrs. R,
Greatrix - from = Rugeley, Miss K,
Norman and Miss T. Grimley of
Colton.

Winner of the children’s clock
golf was John Nerman of Colton,
Mr. C. Norman was the most -
successful in the skittles competi-
tion and. received a bottle of
whisky.

Mrs. J. M. Chilton and Miss P,
Haynes, both of Colton, shared
£1 between them when they won
the women's skittles contest,

Looking after the tombola were
Mrs. R. Curtis and Miss D. Curtis,

Stallholders were Mrs. M. S,
Toy, Mrs. J. Chilton and Miss
Kathie Chilton (cakes); Mr, and
Mrs. J. James (bring and. buy);
Miss Ellgn Rotchell, Mrs, P. Best
and Mrs. M. Taylor (miscel-
laneous) and Mrs. W. Sargeant
and Mrs. D. Atkin (miscellaneous),
- Sideshor;vs Mr. W. A. Norman £

P . R. T. Marti v :
rw of the 400 visitors to Colton Fete on Saturday gathering round to watch the skittles fall. f{_?:_l %Aerl'nardTBert;;otrlln(iﬁ?t‘tllcss?).and A

D. A. Coo;;g.r which entailed each
person placing three pennies on

- opening Colton Fete on Saturday in the rectory field, Mr.

ht)

Mr~. R. D. Birch paused te chat with Lady Bagot ,Lri*'
——_ Y it Lnl. 1 A

o sl e e gl 3 tatla

PO a0



Mr. R. G. Timmis and
Miss H. M. Bloor

M.’SS Hazel Mary Bloor, only =
daughter of Mr and Mrs.: -
R- H. Bloor of Parchfields Farmi,
Rugeley was married on Thurs-
day last week to Mr. Richard :
George Timmis, eldest son of
the late Mr, G. Timmis, and - -
Mrs. N. Timmis of Elmhurst
Farm, Green Lane, Whitgreave,
nr. Stafford. The service was ;.07
conducted by the Rev. A G 7
Clough at St. Mary's Church,
Colton. The bride was given
away by her father and wore -
a full length gown of white
satin. The embroidered Dbodice .
had a roll collar, and Ter skirt
was full forming a train. The
outfit was completed with a long
veil topped with a headdress of
white rosebuds- She carried ;
bouquet of pink orchids and?
lilies of the valley. The brides-:
maids were  Miss Kathleep
Richardson, chicf bridesmaid;:;
Miss Sheila Vernon, Miss Julie;
Timmis, Miss Valerie Bloor and
Miss Jackelyn Holt. They wor
long dresses of Atlantic blu
satin and carried bouquets of:
pink roses and white heather: T 3
}Bﬁ;m‘:?hﬁeﬂmﬁf w" e _s‘u__mémer sunshine glimpse of the early 19th century tower of St. Augustiislys Church. The
and Mr. John dlo: : ggraph was by Graham Davis, who came across this unexpectedly e, pictare

while out to tak%}mfﬂl”m:ch hall's eres

A tree in the churchyard, which is now a Garden of Rest, parts its branches to reveal this

= e T




who like their drinks in

The house in question? Ye
Olde Dun Cow Inn at Colton,
closed since before Christ.
mas but then bought by
Rugeley solicitor Mr. J.
Taylor and now open for
business again with new
owner, new licensees, new
ideas and a .brand new
image,

Before its facelift 1ha ine

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Dorsett and son Neil in the
bar at the Dun Cow,

>

Last night saw the first pints in months pulled at
a village ‘pub’ which could well find itself with a new
reputation to match its new look. Without trying
hard it could become a trendy meeting-

new Jounge

ornaments
fire-place and the fire-place

for the Drick
itself, where there used to be

an old baking oven,
Modern touches appear in

the bullseye glass at the
main

! door, the elegant
indoors ladies’ cloakroom
with its satiny turquoise
striped  wallpaper 4nd pale
turquoise f- TR N

too
place for those |
‘different’ surroundings.

I ® 992,

Cheltenham.,

Now what of the people
behind the bar? Local cus-
tomers may be forgiven for
thinking their faces seem
familiar for five vears
licensee Mr. Stan Dorsett
and his wife Joan kept Lea
Hall Club. Then they moved
to Halesowen but were asked
to come to Colton to take
over the Dun Cow,

Dorsett. something of

| for pupils, staff and parents

B8 her

i tronic tea maker from school

i a cheque, and bouquets of

“A scene in the Dun Cow at the beginning of aiterations
—the fireplace and old oven have been retained.

X

-So much for‘thc interior. Outside. the Dun Cov
has been given a new “face’ with a material which has
a life expectancy of 40 years. A clean white substance;
it is a first major spraying job in this area by the
_Decorative and Protective Spraying Co. Ltd., of

ldren usually live for
day when their. school
ks up” for the long §
mer holiday. This hap- E
pened on Thursday last at St
Mary's School, Colton, but

alike it was tinged with
sadness, It meant “ goodbye ™
to a teacher they had known
and loved for years.

Mrs. Diana Shaw, 40 years
a teacher, retired from -the
school at  which she has
taught for the past 25 years.

A teacher at Great Hay-
wood and Rochester before
moving to Colton school,
Mrs. Shaw lives at -Main
Road, Great Haywood. Asked
how she planned to spend
retirement, she said
simply, “I am going to live.”

Before school “ broke up ”
for the holidays, Mrs. Shaw
was presented with an elec-

and friends, a battery clock,

summer flowers. Carol Smith
Carol Greaves, oldest
and youngest girls at the
school, presented her with a
sheaf of carnations,

Mrs. Shaw is pictured here
ng googthye to

L

appetising
drive
roomy car park, it will be
son Neil cooking up goddies
in the “kitchen.

aromas as
into " the Dun

they
Cow's

To start with “it will be
chicken and chips and
scampi and chips -- in a

basket, of course — but later

whe knows what might
be manaced? Neil is 21 and a
competent cnok, havine



Little Anma Cle:
obviously found --.
more imteresting th
photographer’s .

Bird ” when she lined up
with soine of the grown-
ups at Colton’s Church
Garden Fete, on Saturday,
The seniors include Mr,
M. Clendon, Mrs. M. Saps-
ford, Mrs. A. Clendon,
Mr. G E, Vernon and Mrs.
D, A, Bradbury (Church-
wardens), the Rev. L. W,
Sapsford, Mrs. M, Vernon,
and Mr. D, J. Bradbury,

~ o
Ty

' er £200 l'ﬂise.-“.d.
at Colton fete

A. .Bradbury, who said she,

WELL OVER £200 was raised

at Colton Church garden party
held on Saturday, in aid of

Church Funds
Rector, the Rev. W.
introduced Mr and
M. Clendon, of Great
Haywood who opened the
Clendon

7 fete.
Mrs Annc
is Colton Church organist)
thanked the Parochial hurch
Council for asking them to open
the fete, which _she regarded
an  honour. For six years

(who

like many of the people connected [
with Colton, could go back to
the first fete in 1942, and held
annually since. The People's
warden, onc of the newcomers
to the village (this being hisgsg
second Colton fete) Mr. rg
E. Vernon, scconded the votck
of thanks. His children, 3 yearf
old Mark and 2 year old Rebeccafs
presented a bouquet and button-E
hole (given and made by Mrsk
H. Baker of Rugeley) to Mr
and Mrs Clendon.

Stalls etc were in the hands of §=

: with Colton Church, years she many  willing helpers  and

e has cnjoyed. In urging the included - miscellancous - Mrs

& visitors to spend well in support E. Sargeant, Miss Ellen

e i - of the church shc mentioned the Rotchell, Mrs V. James, cake

Y - R :cxistence of a church at Colton stall - Mrs M. S. Toy, Mrs

-y . since Domesday Book. J. M. Chilton, soft drinks,

. Mrs Clendon was thanked by Mrs and Misses Janice and

. the Rector’s warden Mrs Dorothy Mary - Sapsford, tcas - Mrs E.

bty i e —, Bettson, Mrs H. A Williscroft,

i e = P{ddrs Ivy ﬁmm Mrs B. M.
roduce, sweet and provisions stal] o avenscroft,” Mrs M. E. Hibbs,
€ they line up to s stail at Colton fete was well patroni Mrs Dora Deacon, Mrs E.
.p mke‘:.he;r purchases. i patronised by the many E;-iﬁin.mgl]rs Nﬁ::‘h Marht;n.

e N rs athleen aynes, TS

b } * Ay Hilda Wiglcy. Hoopla - Mrs

R. Grimley, Mrs D. Greatix,

Mrs K. Durose, tombola - Mrs
P. L. Bannister, Mrs J. E.
Norman, Mrs R. O. Devall
clock golf - Miss D. M. Jones,
bowls etc - Mr Bernard Bettson,
Mr Maurice Williscroft, air
rifles Mr W. A. Norman, and

Vernon, kiddies corner Mr
Paul R. Jones, handkerchief
girls  Belinda, and  Susan
Oliver, spinning dartboard

and stocks, Mr and Mrs G. E.
Vernon, te attendants, Mrs
Ruth  Williams, Mrs Gwen
Johnson, and Miss Susan Hibbs,
clay pigeon shoot Mr P. Green,
barbecue Mr and Mrs J. C.
' Price, cdock golf, winners were
Neil Peake, John Finnemore
and John Norman, Mandy
Brown won the teddy bear. ' i

'Headmaster

at M.U.

trow ver anoth ' Special schools was the,
er wel sponge at Simon Bagw opic chosen by ‘a local
wadmaster for his talk to

? Blithfield Mothers’ Union on
= Tuesday afternoon last.
4 Mr. A W. McDowall,
Jheadmaster of St Many's
School, Colton spoke to M.U,
;members at their September
';Ilnr]t}?tm;; in Newton Villagze ¢+
all.

of ;7 T ClLs
ot s

M M

Tale

Connor
members
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on the rates™

council had already a £1,500
loan for the purchase and
development of the play area |
and repayments on this were
more than £200 per year.

to

Carols are to |
local villages a
town centre b
Rugeley Counc
on the evenir
December 22.

A similar eves

- o 1Colton
Colton residents will have to pay a signifi- ;
cantly higher parish rate to meet the cost of . ¢

‘'on the

an urgently required new graveyard, a parish

meeting decided on Tuesday. Mrs. B. Brown, parish
© g de d 4 council c}erk,f sl,aid the [ 9 fiﬂ ;gczessful th
Cost was a major factor in ——————— . present - rate  of 1.7 pence §§ ecided to mak
) towards the cost of building brought in £413 so an @ ma event, memben
Thursday last.

the discussion at the meet-
ing, called to decide if the
Parish Council should take
responsibility for the new
graveyard as requested by
the Parochial Church
Council.

Councillor Mrs. M. S. Toy,
chairman, said that such an
important decision had to be
taken- by a representative
meeting of the parish. She
made it clear that under
parish council administration
the cost of the burial ground
and its subsequent upkeep
would have to be borne by all

increase in the rate would be B
essential if another loan ‘Had'
to be taken out. :
The meeting decided that @8 pointing from Rugele
the ;i)azl*gsh fshould take res- gl to Colton says so.gThg
ponsihility for a new grave- o i
yard and gave its consent 10 ?ng(ﬂggffhat 'I;rent (\:/'alley
an inerease of an unspecified B8 p d i g along olton
amount to the parish rate. oad just says ‘““Abbots
Councillor Mrs. Toy said i Bromley and Uttoxeter,” §
the parish council realised it was said at Colton
the ‘urgency of the matter Par:sh Council’s meet-
ing on Tuesday.

and would try to act as
quickly as possible. As far as Councillor Mrs. M. S, Toy
chairman, said a businessman

meeting the cost was. ?I?}?
i~ 5 i .' L1l "
cerned, she said “The had complained -that no sign.

Parish Council can receive

a retaining wall around the
land. At present the money,
specifically earmarked for
this purpose, was held by a
diocesan trust, she said.

PLANNED IN 1960

Parishioners were told
that in 1960 plans had been
passed for making the piece
of land a graveyard and at
that time the cost of building
the necessary wall had been
estimated at more than £900.
Also there were the costs of
surveyors' fees; soil testing;
preparation of the site and

The choir 1
Rugeley, travel
ton, the Ridwa
before returning

fMarket Square a
ghalf hours later.

CAR!
IN P

Rugeley Urb
Carol Service th

Not one signpost

parish residents. % post hi
- . yearly upkeep, they Wwere|gifig towards - meeting the ost near his premises at Trent§held on Tuesda

. 3 , 3

URGENT NEED tolg. i A V. Hard expense of this project.” _ :;::‘ll?rt .':l!:o:red_the way-to Col-Bpm. in Elmore }
Councillor . . ard- . at point Station Road, preceded by 1 p

Colton Road and the Hamsall
8l Ridware road meet,

He had also said there were
no road nameplates saying
| “Colton” and he was “sick” of

telling people how to get there.

Councillors agreed that “Col-
ton” should be put on a sign-
post at Trent Valley and decid-
ed to write to the Uttoxeter
area, county highways depart-
ment, saying that publie
demand warranted such a sign-
post.

Councillor G. F. Upton said
poor signposting seemed to be a
general fault with counecils all
gver the courntry.

Market Square.

The chaicfan
Councillor T. E.
the Rev. J. Eas
Rugeley) will le
sion, which wil
Salvation Army
from Aelfgar Sc
and officers of t
clergy and guest
man.

Before the s
turkey will be p
Christmas fair pr
Appleton. It will
the daughter
applicant for a cl

It took little time for the
meeting to decide that there
was an urgent need for a
new graveyard. The Rev. L.
W. Sapsford (Rector) said:
“We are' running out of
grave space in our prasent
cemetery and there is only
room for two or three more
graves at the most. There §
has been a larger number of
burials here than usual and
we would only have to have
an epidemic, which would
' especially affect the olde'
people, and you can imagine
the trouble we would be in."”

The Church was unable to |

castle said he had costed the
whole enterprise at between
£5,000 and £6,000. Councillon
Mrs. Toy said the parish

[LABY BAGOT
MARRIAGE
DENIAL

Rumours that Nancy, Lady
Bagzot of Blithfield Hall, is

| meet the cost of a new burial ! : ;
ground and Mr. Sapsford felt E-D‘;“ to marry for the third L. ]

that the cost of a nmew lime, were denied by a

cemetery was a fair call spokesman for the Blithfield

upon the rates as, like the E’.t.?”" on .Tht““d*'-"- .

present graveyard, it would o B Lpgs‘ B? malicious g

be for.all denominations, he | : k“ our. Lady Bagot herself §

caid: f T knows not.}nn; about it,”" the

8 spokesman  said, Lady Bagot

Councillor Mrs. Toy said |
the P.C.C. had offered to
give the piece of land known
locally as ‘the bomb site’ to
the parish as a ‘-burial
round, along with £265

d C,\fq'&' | L

A graveyard gs

It present plans go ahead, visitors’

{ was granted a decree nisi
o from her second husband,
Mr. G. K, Whitehead, on
July 14 after being separated
@ for two years,

gateway to Colt

first view of

Colton : o : i
on ‘lpproachlnr, fr " as well erect a 2] -
ro o e . : a sign atr the e y -
yard. 5 m the south will be 3 grave- %ildge saying “Colton is dead" codsltgd“lr]ﬁ: '[,-Eieparuh goun'mc; i hine
——— e resident thousght b _ . me an tric land hug
Many people have realis coul ade | : 3 ght better to obtain the money fr - nad
(bt I coalt b héja:ﬁn:,ﬁlhﬁ? wu-“n'ﬁih”’:i?;n;';‘” 4 ceme- g;‘: 3fl_;?§,lanrd could be made Lichfield Rural c?urf'c?lm {»i'f that il
2 ; an allrac- ] 2 1t into a village Brow : L at tne.e
visitors to be met by a tive entranc . g age Brown claimed. i
ceme- entrance. to the villae green with a garden i v ton to
tery as P ehter ; iianes age. O a garden and play Half an T
hu{y ;{);Peiecnzu the village, ES suggesied that the pro- area for children. could e\.enacgg of land — it and used .
s Rt t'cwde [nn Sl.c:na}t]|\-g \\itllt:" oft..t st(i;le retaining wall - Mr. J. Brown., of The parish — could bgult:'suldel [hei' tion arex,
$ . adv to adjust chewr | Y a tew bordering shr ottage, Heathway, th . renasea e
ey S el s shrubs vay, thought at a fraction of th e Caite .
e trees couid change the scheme to make that par ari i e cost. The uld
s - g ange : ar- parish : It coula | -,
“m(;}élmnl urgently needs more 'he ugly piece of earth into HCUlar piece of land intn' the pu.-cha;:eou%ci.lcl.}.a.s- f]m“p?‘]m'-‘ peaple '
;umnobp.uc_dnd rrh.._- land in |4 '\-.illlage asset., new gravevard is “ridiculous”, Mr Brg\. n rs,” he said. said,
duesa n' was left to the Memorial tablets flush with He said a graveyard could be land F a4 v sugsested that
urch auihority e use ag a | the ground would mak provided at one-tentl nd adjacent to the present Tne ca s
graveyard and only as a| graverard easy to ma;;‘n: the oo and  ihe uil_-le of rhg graveyard be acquired for this procecc - -
gravevard. T the mower i into 8ly ~mound purpose. “It would need bl
A could 20 straje [prned into a lawned Sy e ee no  seni pads o
C Co|f.0n Parochial - Church | OVer them and it %\'uusld il?JI:;E tional spot. B0 :1?\&”1;"% wall and gnly require Chusa €
:h%u?al-rild hae  ered e gne | 2¢ Ill.ed;u large lawn. There is Present nlany wonld disinte- ],{,,:1 :ﬁll,wa:gh"e:f].'.d a strip of e ~olziies
to o noc <3 coc the | A€ need to have upright s el i i sl s mad
: o baadd ; ight heud tne? e
Eurpow and ( Pari~h | nes which make the jand i
ouncit has 42 o 0 secame | MO Obvicush ike e t =t ».
e oo oushy ke 4 ceme- ] Lol % -— T
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oury, recior 5 waraen, ana Mmra
Cooper was presented with a
pot plant by Joanna Derry, a
member of the choir.

Mr. G. E. Vernon, people's
warden, and Mrs. Vernon, ran a

competition to guess the namelR

of a doll — Mrs. Bettson won it
with “Angela.” Mrs. Bradbury
was in charge of a raffle at|
which Mrs. J. Williscroft won a
prize of sherry and Mrs. G. N.
Johnson, biscuits.

Stallholders: Mesdames L. W.
Sapsford, P.B. Best, 1. Preston,
M. J. Taylor, M. S. Toy, J. M.
Chilton, B. M. Ravenscroft, E.
M. Sargeant, O. M. Ballard,
Miss R. Ballard, Heather|
Ballard, Heather Taylor, Mrs. J.
Meddings, Mrs. J. E. Wright,
Mrs. J. E. Norman, Mr. and
Mrs. B. Bettson.

Mr. J. James was at the doo
and refreshments were in th
charge of Mrs. M. E. Hibbs an
Mrs. E. Griffin.

i AT i

One of the villagers to Colton
watched by the Vicar, the Rev L. W. Sapsford, and other visitors to the Church Reading Rooms,
where the fair was held. -

LN TTEEPEEY

£87 raised
Christmas

The ‘Christmas Fayre” held
in the Reading Room, and or-
ganised by the Parochial Church
Council and their gallant band of
helpers. can indeed be called a
social as well as a financial suc-
cess. Proceeds for the general
expenses of the church amounted
o over £87.

The event was opened by Mr
and Mrs G. W. Cooper of ‘Glae-
mead’, Rydal Farm. They were
welcomed and introduced by the
Rector Rev. L. W. Sapsford. Mrs
Cooper said they felt it a great
honour to be asked to perform the
opening. that the Parishioners
could be proud to have such a
beautiful old church, and she
urged the visitors to spend as
much as possible, Mr Cooper
endorsed these remarks. Choir
girl Joanna Derry presented Mrs
Cooper with a flowering pot plant.

Church Christmas Fair, tries her hand at the ‘nine-sin' board,

at Colton
fair

The Rector’s Warden, Mrs. A.
Bradbury. expressed thanks to. Mr
and Mrs Cooper.

Helpers at stalls were - Mrs
Sapsford, Mrs P. B. Best.. Mrs
Ivy Preston, Mrs M. J. Taylor.
Mrs B. M. Ravenscroft. Mrs M. §S.
Toy. Mrs J. M. Chilton, Mrs E.
M. Sargeant, Mrs O. M. and the
Misses Ruth and Heather Ballard.
Heather Taylor. Mrs J. Meddings.
Mrs J. E. Wright, and Mrs J. E.
Norman. Tombola. Mr and Mrs
B. Bettson, Mr J. James. Door
attendant. . Refreshments. Mrs
M. E. Hibbs and Mrs E. G((’img.

The People’s Warden Mr. G. E.
Vernon and Mrs Vernon ran a
competition to guess the name of
the doll. Mrs Bettson was the
winner. the name being Angela.
The raffle in charge of Mrs Brad-
bury was won by Mrs Jane
Williscroft (bottle of sherry). and
Mrs G. N. Johnson (biscuits).

Mothers Union met at the Rec-
tory for their November meeting
by invitation of the Rector and
Mrs L. W. Sapsford. The short
service was conducted by the
Rector. who then introduced the
guest speaker. Mr T. H. R. James f§
of the Church of England Child-
rens Society. . Mr James spoke
on the vast amount of work done
b{y the Society in so many fields.
He illustrated his talk with a very
good film and Mrs Ivy Preston
expressed thanks to r James.
The raffle given by Mrs  Preston.
was won by Miss E. Rotchell.
The proceeds of this were given
as a donation to the Childrens
Society. Several members took
collecting boxes for the Society.
Mrs Sapsford offered to collect
and empty these each year. It
was agreed to send a donation
from funds to The Post Grad-
uates Medical School at Burton-
on-Trent in memory (requested
instead of flowers) of Mrs Annie
Nicklin. who had been a good
member for many years. A
collection was also taken from
members for flowers to decorate
the church for the Christmas
festive season. Members were re-
minded that instead of any meet-
ing in December members would
as usual join the, School punils

their carol setvice in church.

o r ( '.
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Shelter
for mums
at Colton

Children playing on Colton’s
new play area may find they
have a bigger audience if the
parish council goes ahead with
a suggestion to provide a small
shelter with seating intended
mainly for mothers and old
people.

Councillor J. C. Price said
the shelter ‘would encourage
the use of the area and
mothers would be assured of
.Shelter in the event of rain’.

A grant of £280 is available
to Colton Parish Council, and
members agreed on Thursday
last that as the play area is
| almost the only public area in
| the village away from traffic,
the money could be well spent
on such a project.

Catalogues will be studied
and recommendations on
which type to buy will be
heard at the parish council’s
next meeting in October.

- Staffordshire ___County
Planning Department has
rejected a request for all
. the rough land in front of
St. Mary's Church, Colton
0 be turned inte -an

urgently-needed  buria]
ground as this would §

violate conservation, Col-
ton Parish Council heard
on Monday.

Mrs. 1. Brown, clerk, told
councillors that after a June
site meeting between Colton
parish councillors, members
of the parochial church coun-
cil and the planning depart-
ment, the P.C.C. decided to
offer part of the land near§
Colton House, in front of the!
Rectory, as the burial ground: }
while the rest near the road:
would be levelled, graded and
seeded for a village green. ;

Councillor J. Price
explained that the Charity
Commissioners had released
the land to the P.C.C. for§
maintenance, not as a gift. §
Only the land for the village
green had been made over to !
the parish council.

Puzzled councillors decided §
that a letter should go to the

| rector, the Rev. L. W. Saps-

ford, asking him to clarify
exactly how much land was to
g0 to the parish council.

“Until we know we are still

3 in the dark. The land would be

just a liability, not an asset,”
aid Councillor G. Sanders.

FIRST PRIMARY SCHOOL
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” “Brook Sque

Bellamour | Precinct pl
uarry cause g . medifiec

Rugeley Town Hall and Brook Square
have been agreed with the developers. it w

' this week.
Stonecourt Properties Ltd., | tives recentl:
; ; -who are carrying out the ' agreed to appr
. _ developments, produced they could be

revised plans at a meeting’ full planning 2

A pr()posed gravel quarry on 75 acres g; ft;-:‘les area have been made held with council representa-  The modify
of farmland off Bellamour Lane 1s causing ‘ ; S
concern to some members of Colton @ Bellamour Lane, along and taxi - ran
Pari : which 15 per cent of the of the Brook
ar_lsh C_ou_nc;l. lorries would start their haul and other
1 the application is success- | of no more than 13 ft, and a - to the Birmingharm area is the Thase includ
ful, some 25,000 tons of gravel finished area would be subject of a report being sent ¢ ese includ
will be quarried each seven reclaimed before moving on to  to the Chief Constable, Police Uh one side of
years on land leased by Colton another part of the 75 acres, Sgt. C. Brown of Great three - s-mg
farmer and parish councillor he said. ) Haywood, who recently made %w!{]g t\‘}o_ {
Mr. J. C. Price. ‘As to Councillor Sander’s j survey of the road, said he facility. This
Nuisance to nearby ‘concern about an increase in  was ‘amazed’ at the amount of it is not fi‘tir
residents and the inevitable heavy traffic, Councillor Price traffic for a single 13
increase in heavy traffic were said 85 per cent of the gravel ~ He thought it likely that than individu
two problems which Coun- would go by rail. At the end of warning ‘bend’ signs would b . The modt
cillor G. Sanders was par- the seven years, all the land erected and a weight restri g mc‘IU_de_s ab
ticularly concerned about at a. would return to agricultural tion applied. alterations 1
meeting on Thursday last. Use as it is now. . arrangement
During the discussion, whi Asked whether the quarry 'I‘pe sub -
Councillor Price had left the company might try to expand to approve
room, all members agreed that beyond the present applica- tered,  ans
the application should be tion, he said that the belt of developers t
carefully examined. It was gravel did not extend further the plannin
agreed  that  Councillor north and further develop- : also aske!
Sanders should do this and ment south was difficult. provide o
report back to the parish Councillor Mrs. B. M. appraisal of
council. Ravenscroft (chairman) was as Soun s o+

On returning to the room, given details of the application
Councillor Price was able to which will be studied by all
give members more details of members before their next
the application himself. meeting in October. Similar,
Quarrying would be to a depth but unsuccessful, applications

—pm- = e ' e~
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y alleviate

g and d
ground problems.

unty plannin
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Discussions with co
department officials n
Parish Council’s burial

arochial
is their
to be

fit

be left open.
wish for this area

k the parish
d the p
i

und 8 should
to as

Tro

[E

developed more fully as a

village green.

council and
* church council

They are

simple
Such a donation is not

d for the
a

of land to the pari

village, but it is not

for a burial groun
matter.
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. Many's Church, Col-
%@ amnual garden party
was epened by Lady Joan
Bickerton, sister of the
eari of Shrewsbury and an
old friend of the Rector, in
the surroundings of the
church and rectory on Sa-
turday afternoon.

After her introduction by
the Rector, the Rev. L. W.
Sapsford, Lady Bickerton
pointed out how heavy Church
expenses were today.

Lady Bickerton was
presented with a bouquet by
four years - old Samantha
Jones. -

A clear profit of £200 is ex-
pected for general church
funds. The Rector told the
congregation at Sunday
morning’s service that the
fellowship and friendship
between himself and all those
who had worked so hard to
make the pgarden party a
“very happy and successful

event” had been of great
value.

The garden party was held
earlier in the year than the
msual first Saturday in August
= something else was fixed
for this date. .
_Ome of the afternoon’s

rents was a children’s fancy
fress competiton which was
udged by Mrs. N. Vernon of
Newton and her sister, Mrs. L.
Gesch from Australia.

Winners of the younger
children’s section were Susan
Oliver as “Mary, Mary,”
Nicholas Doughty as a clown,

J

and Rachel Vernon as a
“Birthday Girl.”

Older winners were Ruth
Greaves as an Indian girl,
Louise Smith as Rupert Bear
and Sarah Price as a witch.

After everyone had been McDowall, K. Haynes, N
round the many stalls and Martin, B. M. Ravenscroft and
sideshows, bought their raffle E. D. Goodall (teas); Mrs. V.
(iced cake prize);

tickets, there was still the
final events of the day to see
— tug of war contests
between village youngsters
and “Ladies versus Gents.”
The men won the latter,
held over Moreton Brook,
which meant several contes-
tants got wet feet!

Stalls and Sideshows

Mesdames M. J.-Taylor and
S. J. Ball (cakes); Miss E.
Rotchell, Mesdames P. B.
Best, V. James, E. M. Sargeant
and Susan Atkin  (mis-
cellaneous); Mr. J. James,
(greengrocery); Mrs. V. Hurd
(secondhand stall); Mr. F. G.
Ballard, Heather Ballard and

Heather Taylor (soft drinks,
(Tisps); Mrs. M. Derry
and Joanna - Derry
(hoopla); Belinda"~ Oliver

(handkerjchiefs): Mesdames
J. E. Wright, J. E. Norman
and J. Meddings (tombola);
Mr. and Mrs. G. E. Vernon
(darts); Miss D. M. Jones
(clock golf); Messrs; B. Bett-
son, M. Williscroft, A. E. Hurd
and Ian Martin (bowls); Mr.

oan o
Colton fete

and Mrs. P. R. Jones Mr. M.
Dawe and Mrs.
(children’s
Bettson, H. A
Williscroft, 1.

dames

Deacon,

Collins

=

5 -

R.A.F. SALL
'LORD BAG:
AS HIS AS}
ARE BURI|

The ashes of Lord Bagot, seventh B
hrought from London to the family’s ahl
Blithfield Hall for interment on Mond

' Lord Bagot, who died at the T vice was
“age of 79 at his London home, | Rocior of B
ad never lived at Blithfield 7 "y Sapsf

J. Oliver!
corner)’  Mes-

Preston, D.
E. Griffin, P.|

Sharn  Charles  (grocery all — although a 1‘38111“1; The sen e
raffle); Mrs. P. L. Bannister wvisitor there between the_v.\lr]a{. squadron :
(teddy bear raffle); C. J. i=ii— yet ‘hadlexpressed awtsf S‘? Force suc
Ravenscroft, Mr. G. N. John- e buried in the grounds o St were both-
son (gate stewards); Mr. and eonard’s Church alongside .. .omnony
Mrs. D. J. Bradbury and Mr. @{his predecessors. A last tr
W. A. Norman (prize draw). | Born in February 1894 and "\ 0 .
' Wi ducated rz]:lt Malborgughiolfgg aireraft fle
nners. agot, who succeeded 1 dipping 1ts
: ; tle in 1961, was a captain and lute.
Mr. F. J. Wright (iced distinguished pilot in the S eserit
%Z?g)' i hzrs‘MrBPDS?aci?ﬁ ‘Royal Flying Curt%s Flﬁrtsg of the sim
gl o :Squadron during the I Lord Baga
(teddy bear); Mrs. J. Charles [=iworld War. - the limehs
: ) ’ After being shot down ar he present
(eggs), ~Mrs. A. Lycetl-£: goyerely wounded in an aerial I\lugeunt'. =
(whisky); V. Knapton (salad “=%yattle with planes of Baron j.i7j oo "
set); J. Ward (port); Bill = ichtofen’s squadron, he N,
Wade (ham); A. Davies (ver -:"mf‘ R’% %0 be invalided out embli{
ah . =Zirefuse ' by Kin
mouth); Stephen Bennettt E?At continued to serve as a Ef\'lcestor.z.
((S',}e"y))‘M 1-?,1 P r}:g"‘t’;t lying instructor.
sherry); Mrs. M. Par ort); UNP!
Ny, Daker (eggs): Blrs. M. KING’S MESSENGER
Norman (fruit); Cyril Massey . : . S D
(e M. B G Hatmer L b ot n b, friend
(stationery); , Tom Hollins was nephew o it o, o
i ; i nd was for some time King
(iced cake); Paul Waring Lo bor
(whisky); Mrs. L. Fishe Messenger. ] emb
(tea); Mrs. A. J. Arthu His first wife was Aus- tentious
s ) and M M ralian, and he elected to live spurned t
é‘:gltc?gy (sff}\.)vel?n s n thaf country. He married pings afra
’ for the second time last House o
ber. home — |
N{ifrc?r% Bagot’s mother was individual
daughter of Vit;e-Adtmltr;l L Nc[lelum
Henry Bagot and sister to the Ludlow. s
fifth ){)aron‘ His father lived baron: 1
ears in Ceylon show and
o Som?) Y had property get throus
here~ he a _
;:nerests. He later moved to and was }
Stanton Lacey Mﬁnor, \évl:gre byTa}:] wln;
his elder brother Lewis, father e el
of the sixth baron, was vicar. Reginald
Mr. Bagot lived in Shropshire in Eastbo
until his death in 1939. and educ
" The late Lord Bagot's ashes College. |

Sdckerton who opened St. Mary's Church, Colton annual garden party
%o a littie balloon girl. Behind them from left: the Rector, Nancy Lady -
Brougnton, former village schoolmaster, and Mrs. Broughton. They
refurn to Colton from their Walton home for the annual party.

iwere interred at a private Royal Ma
weremony at St. Leonard’s Wars. Tw
hurch on Monday, when the no childre

Mr. & Mrs.

Mr. Barrie Ian Shemilt of

EDEENMWAYS.

Longdon and Miss Trudy Eﬁﬁfﬁ
Grimley of Colton were bouqu
married recently at St, Mary's pink n
Church, Colton. The rector.,

Lhe Rg\'.LL. W. Sapsford, con- “Igi



w ) Valley. ) : very proud.
. These times are based on a > And the honesty of the
__ diesel service which the action E - publie and its tradespeople is
: committee want to = see of a very high standard.

implemented first. After elec- When I shop at home,
_ . whether locally or in the city,
: ; I have to be on a constant
== walch to check if my handbag

3 is in tact — and the Eoods in
my shopping bag. I once had
my purse removed from my :
handbag while 1 was being
served. t

In Rugeley you can leave =
< your shopping bag and move =
from a counter to look at the 5
shop’s display without fear of
it being taken.

A few days ago a friend
made a purchase in Bir-
mingham of a coffee table.
The price was £18.50p and
when she said she was paying
cash she was told there would
be a 50p reduction and was
==very pleased. I could not tell

== her that in Rugeley on May 31 °
=21 saw the very same table !
“marked at £14.50p. So why
ave Rugeley to shop? This is :
~Zla big saving surely. :
| suggest that all
houséwives and grannies like :
e shop where prices are ==
good and where you know you =%

trification the times and
frequenecy could be very much

o . speeded up. The committee
own could have an efficient asked to contribute &80 gy if their ideas are accepted

: 3 and work begins this year, the
d passenger railway Service would be needed at a cost of [1C Ho N Y e

i £600,000. . P ]
. mitiee wants to see e elec-
i i trification of the line and talks
ham Metropohtan‘ Council i routes with the Wak k
nto power next Apl‘ll. . sall Borough Council's en- £=
Railway Passenger Action Committee gineer and: surveyors” depart. £
pning for some time to re-open the {pentut]o find alulrrlle(t:l;gﬁe Oén]:il.'latl: =
n e essentia R
1 Rugeley to bl i Eagsenge:.rs. s Waglsall bridge. Electrification #5357
local authorities affected including d iemalling would nE-
ouncil — support them and this week 20¢ resignaling would cos

h . £3.5 million and about 11 new
eking more powerful support. engirrllclg would have to. be

ley Yah];p. " bo%ﬁht. Welssll vail
new e- I , . e Rugeley to Walsall rail:
neil  and . %rnega]in%ngn&gl;}?lﬁl:e:thggg;g line is virtually an extensioni

Passenger | : i of the Wellington to WalsallZ
ority was :Lt[:g:sgll;rbﬁatrtlgevbullt, say the Jine via Wolverhampton and:
¥ 1o give  Although the scheme would {he acuoll committes bhav
" tiemd£5  cost £5 million, it is a lot  MOTICC Ollgsgnttm;\?:ﬁine o%setg
whiz Tthe cheaper than the only viable e . gt g

: - Wolverhampton time-table
orked out ?At;mgg:smjggf t}:ﬁ grg;:_ The times have been planned®

; ; to integrate with the electri
a 5500 sig-  mingham, it says. services both north and south E=Eia

can depend on good service
asoned ar- . . from Wolverhampton. i ood h !
> - openicrl1g SAVING The first train would leave! ﬁ'nada::.]’l‘m'l%}nig ;;;’:;'kay?:“ g"
engers, de-

he scheme That alternative is a second
corked out motorway to relieve the.
able. already overburdened M6 and
. collected such a motorway would cost
n people in £15 million and take valuable <
f the places land. The .action Icommlttee%
plans — points out the nuisance and &
.. Hednes- disturbance of a new motor-
_ but it had way whereas the railway is:
s than sig- there already.
Councillor The action committee want
to re - open or re - build rai
Jopment is Wway stations at Rugeley, Hed-
geley, Hed- nesford, Old Hednesford
'yrley and Road, Cannock, Great Wyrley
passenger and Bloxwich. This would cost =
Rugeley to about £77,000 and no doubt |
- all these the towns involved would be
; " —

whether you spend 10p or 5
100p. )

I am always very happy
with what I buy in Rugeley
and I look forward to yournew ¢
‘Zzitown centre and shopping
facilities. In Rugeley there is =
no rush and bustle and you =
can shop at leisure and you
-isee many friendly and
families faces but shopping in %
== the city is lonely. ¥

I used to live at Handsacre

some 13 years ago and I
appreciate Rugeley far better :
now than I did then. It is nice :
to see how the other half live.

e
ta

teacher |

: The funeral ilook h?llace ur; :
:| Wednesday of Mrs. Margare : To me you people i >
] : 3 ! o : ple in Rugeley E

| 2}‘3;‘&1‘{{%;22 ga’é’f,‘f{(,,}:‘%?ﬁ; ; "=~ = = are the other half and I prefer =

i ] S nE= to live your way.
gllfgsgn Simday aftet 8 fo0g : i = Happy hunting shoppers.

Mrs. Toy, who was 56, was a Mrs. Mary Moye.
4 teacher of the infants’ class at 38, Drummond Road,

1 st.  Mary's Church  of Bordesley Groen,

==} England School for the past Birmingham %

] 15 years, and had lived at | ey

1 Stockwell Heath for 28 years, |’
first at Hamley Lodge and
latterly at Hamley Fields.

A founder member of Col-
1 ton Village Produce Guild, she
was treasurer of the county
association of produce guilds
for many years. She also |Z
| served as secretary to the
4 village’s Women's lnsttute
for three years.

Mrs. Toy served on the
parish council for a_ total of
4 nine years, and was its chair-
1 man for two. Earlier she
served as vice - chairman of
the council for two years. But
after completing her latest

building
‘neglect’

Colton House — a large @
{ Georgian style building now &
divided into six flats — is in
the first stages of neglect and
fast becoming dilapidated’ ac-
=5 cording to a parish councillor.
& The building is listed as
:Grade 2 and lies in a part of
;‘% Colton designated as a Con- =
% servation Area. Councillor J. 5=
=1 C. Price has urged that Lich-
. ! 1 == field Rural Council examine
<! term of office as chairman she he building and prevent
%l decided not to stand for the == further deterioration.
=527 council again, for health =5 1f necessary, they could
===| reasons. =serve a compulsory repairs
3 She and her husband, Mr.J. EZorder on the owner, but |
il H. Toy, attended the Royal %should do so before it was too
garden party at Shugborough :2iate as happened at Handsacre
Hall in May, when Mrs. Toy =Hall he said.
represented the parish coun- =2 However, on Thursday, a
i =spokesman for the owners
Zagents said they expected the
“house to be sold soon; the
uyer has indicated that he
intends to renovate the build- {
ing.
: Meanwhile parish council
sclerk Mrs. 1. R. Brown will ask
ichfield Rural Council to
the building under

cil. .
=4  Wednesday's fumeral ser-
% vice was followed by crema
tion. Donations in lieu o
flowers are to be used to bu
i alarge memorial Bible for us@
at the school where Mrs. Toy:
used to teach.




The ghost of
Bellamour Hall

by May Bannister

I WALKED through the village, alone in the dusk
curtains were drawn close at the windows and houses
had a closed in guarded look about them—as though
they did not want to be disturbed. 1 walked to the brook
bridge and leaned over the wall to watch the moon
appearing from behind a cloud by its reflection in the
water. The church was silhouetted in the shadows—
and a light shone from the Rectory and cast its beams on
the lawn. I walked to the end of the road and turned
towards the lodge gates, where I paused again to watch
the night sky.

An owl hooted and made me jump as it flew from the
branches of a tree—then a vixen screamed from across
the fields, its uncanny call rending the quiet of the
countryside! A shiver ran down my back—someone
walking over my grave-—I had the feeling that I was not
alone.. ..

I turned from the gate and walked on, the moonlight
was brilliant now—I could almost have read_a book.
I looked over the old stone wall at the ruins of what had
once been an impressive house and thought of the story
I had heard some time ago while visiting friends. . . . The

story was told to me by a very old lady, who had heard:

it first hand from a friend.

It was the story of the ghost of Bellamour Hall. ..
“Did you ever hear tell of the ghost, my dear?”

asked the old lady.

“No”, I answered, looking inquisitive.

“Well, there was this tall gentleman my dear, he used to

wear a deer stalker hat, and a greey suit with them

baggy trousers—what do you call themmplus-fours

aint it, and brown boots. Good Iookmg fellow he were”

“Yes, do go on”

“Well it was like this, my friend was housekeeper up at

the hal], its a good many years go now—I'm nearly

ninety you know, and all this happened when I was a

young girl mind you™’.

l‘Yes”-

“Used to go in my friends bed-room he did, and wake

her up. He was not a frightening ghost—he was quite

gentle—used to tap her shoulder and waken her then

beckon to her to follow him, that what he did”.

“What happened then?”’.

“He used to go down the stairs and into the library.

Then he would open the bureau drawer—looking for

for something he were”

“What else happened‘?”

“Well, he used to go down the stairs and out into the

garden and stand by the well”.

GSYeS‘)’

“He moved all the boots and shoes, sometimes he

carried his own boots in his hand, got a thing about

footwear he had”

“Did you ever see him?”’

“No, I never did, but most of the family who lived

there did so ‘twas said. He used to wake folks up

nearly every night clattering about with the footwear”.

“Did he do anything else?”’

“No, except walk up and down the stairs in a bewildered

sort of way”.

“Was your friend frightened of him?”

At first she was, but she got used to him after a while”.

“What happened in the end?”

*My friends boss had him exocised™.

“Was it effective?”

“Oh yes! he didn’t ever come no more’".

“Thank you for telling me the story”.

“You going to write about it?”’

“I will one day”.

The old lady beamed at me—then settled in her chair
for a nap, she was tired after this long conversation.

Bellamour Hall was built by Sir Walter Aston’s son
Herbert, who had acted as his fathers secretary while
Sir Walter was ambassador to Spain. Herbert married
Catherine, daughter of Sir John Thimelby Bart. of
Lincolnshire on his return from Spain, and as Sir
Walters fortune had been diminished by the Civil War
he could only make over a small property in Colton to
his son. On this land, in 1634 Herbert built the first
Bellamour Hall for his wife, and because of the generous
help of their friends the young couple named the house
“Bellamore’, which, in Italian means “Good Love”.

The “New Hall”” was purchased in 1824 by Mr. J.
Oldham, who died in 1857, and the property was sold
again, this time to Mr. T. Horsefall. He and his family
lived in the hall until 1923 when the house was demo-
lished by his orders. It was this house I was given to
understand was haunted. No trace of it is left now
except a small lake and a clump of trees which was
once part of an extensive garden.

I often walk past the ruins of “Old Bellamour” and it
was under the trees in the garden of the “New Hall”
that 1 first thought of the ghost . . . It was under these
trees that I had felt that I was not alone . . . I wonder . . .

What had the old lady’s story to do with the truth?
Had there been a ghost? Had there been a murder
done sometime at the hall, or was the ghost looking for
hidden treasure? I have recorded all I know . ..







People of Colton and
Blithfield crowded into
St. Mary’s Church at
Colton on Monday
evening to see the li-
censing of a priest -in -
charge for the two pa-
rishes (above). :

Colton and Blithfield
have been without a priest
of their own since the Rev.
L. W. Sapsford retired as
rector of both last autumn.

The Bishop of Lichfield,
the Rt. Rev. Kenneth
Skelton, licensed the Rev.
Raymond Wilcox as priest
-in - charge in a ceremony
unusual to the villagers.

Mr. Wilcox, his wife and
four children all took part
in the first half of the ce-
remony.

The Rev. Roger Gilbert
of Rugeley who has been

taking SeTvites at tme-

church, acted as bishop's
chaplain.

Also present was the
Archdeacon of Stafford,
she Ven. Ri ini

‘ural Dean V. Mi.
g 2el Wa ‘ r
l ed cle )
- :

two parishes

After the licensing of
Mr. Wilcox the church
wardens of both parishes,
Mr. Irvine Collins and
Mrs. Dorothy Bradbury of
Colton, Mr. George
Vernon and:-Mr. Gordon
Shipley of Blithfield,, pre-
sented the electoral rolls
to him.

Mr. David Bradbury
presented him with a
bible. A cross, a candle and
ewer were carried cere-
monially to the font by
Mrs. Mary Parkinson, Mrs.
Betty Cooper and Mrs. B.
Hanson respectively.

The bread and wine
were carried to the altar

by Mr. Maurice Williscroft ™

and Mr. Tom Freeman.
Lessons were read by

Mr. Terence Cooper of

Blithfield and Mrs.,

Ballawd of Colton &

W UE - ———

Deanery Synod; rather
Aidan Deane of Haw-
kesyard Priory and Mrs.
Celia Foote (chairmen of
Rugeley and District
Council of Churches);
Mrs. Kathleen Beech for
Colton Roman Catholics;
Mrs. Blanche Ravenscroft
for Colton Parish Council;
Mrs. Frances O’'Neill for
Blithfield Parish Couneil
and Mrs. Emily Heig¥¥
head of Colton School:* -«

After the service: El:
freshments were served In
the Reading Room where
people had a chance to
meet their new priest and .
his family informally.

‘_""“"‘"'-"‘_.__“' -

rishioners formally"WeL- |

comed Mr. Wilcox and his .
family to the parishe§ by
shaking hands.

Welcomes were givefiin
this way by the Rev. David
Woodhouse for Colwich;
Mr. John Brown of the

The Rev. Raymond

ying
at the moment —but I am talking

to them nicely and hoping,” he

said.

reading,

are

Mr. Wilcox will be licensed by
new home

the Bishop of Lichfield on May 15
at Colton Church. Among the

mily” on

the move to Colton

r THE new Priest-in-Charge of

*“I have always kept chickens
and when they are laying I get

about a dozen eggs a day.
“Of course they are not la

Y
i

hobbies he hopes to continue at
watching rugby, gardening and
choral singing.

his

d

" said
sons

Mr. Wilcox, whose parish is near

| Walsall.

quite a
two teenage
he move with him — but

ly are his wife, Rowena,
y" of chickens too.

!3‘

1r

©

ngt

And that is quite a job after 20
years in one place. ''I was the first

Not
d

maki

Vicar of Bentley almost 21 years
Pis .

Raymond Wilcox, is preparing
| ago and I have collected

Colton and Blithfield, the Rev.
for his move in May.

few things over the years,

Chicken “f

lan
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Heron Bay :
They've put : ¥ :
in @ SWimz: 3 o ) CELERIRG : Colton ¢
ik d Ruth Bal

] tured) has ¢

1o the find

the N &0 tional ¢

em, than on this house ? cilowite
‘We've put in a swimmi ; ; R

ool and wimming - group and a i Rut,
1ad to dc? 1.:11_;;E ‘Eh?(fi)ﬂgf ,1:;}"3 developers. It's gopasrsiﬁ;’umugg n'ho:e el

Anthony, whose family are fé}:éingqn't be ‘available foy Oflg SISI":

said to-‘have spent $75

said to © $750,000 on - ; ; ’
- h;péo‘ﬁ]:i?ts'bg ;}}g to hlave S»aatierégterflttmt showers

'\, had : was & ed ‘guest

1 away inthis monin's stormed Touse, Mrs Tree %ﬁ??c)gdh ed

- OW chairman of the (D€ young ‘Bamfords 'touctﬁ-

: \‘-‘ the face of over- the Staffordshire excava- | : family-owned J.CB. firm — island’s oldest. familles
tor company; and on' his father went into Swiss tax  Politicians wliiigmﬁl'eé bgﬂﬁ

s competition and yo . exile four years ago—. layed
; Saturday night his son £ plans to s ago—Anthony  Payed from the four-postered
oy pend a mast
a time when all . 4,thony, 33, was proud! montn, 8 er bedeagm. . )

4 year at Heron Bay with hi - ch
i N 3 /i . v S A ,

ons are pleading  showing 200 guests, in< Vile Carole and their children, himts&?egsrt: ge Anthony found

-erty, an English- cluding Premier Tom

: Alice, three, and Joseph, one, figure of t11iti§:ft‘-tg?§cll::im{¢e]v
4 has ‘bought Adams, around the | 1
-P-.r o n B oy — the ‘acquisition. s

‘We w ;
» were the underbidders Barbara Castle, on holida
With 20 _acre's' fron®

e property but Mrs Tree  with husband - ‘Lory> T
] 4 . '
? stpropertyin ontothe beach, Heron Hi

ed to sell to us, rather

0 an-American hotel : beerage. than . peérage

 Bahados and on the  Wwas put up for sale =
Marietta Tree, 61, a forme
e UN

U.S. Ambassador tg.th

= ik \-’.""\_

Death of .
retired
farmer |

Former Colton farmer |
and keen gardener Mr: '
William C. Sargeant, died”,
at Burton Infirmary on :
Tuesday evening at the

—*— age of 82. . lI g
I r Mr. Sargeant farmed at | S5
/] Hamley Heath Farm for |

26 years before retiring to
Yorick, 53, High Street,

Colton parish councillors are still tryin L
A ) ! gloget|: "
‘ ac}?on to stop the flooding of Moreton Brook, l -1 Colton. He leaves a wife,
: which affects the main road through the village as t ~| twosons and a daughter.

I

. well as agricultural land. .| Mr. Sargeant entered
4. About 17 acres of il many local produce shows,

| farming land at thatend of been suggested for some | [*.] winning numerous tro-
\ the parish and the main time to alleviate flooding | phies and in fact he won a
i road will be affected when in that area. Both the trophy every year for 15
i Lea Hall mining goes district and county years until two years ago
under Colton but parish councils agree that every- when he “retired” from

councillors want action thing should be done to | || produce showing.
taken before that happens. alleviate flooding pro-|: = The funeral takes place
At _a parish council blems. , i i at St. Mary's Church,
meeting on Friday they _And the parish coun- “ A Colton on Monday and the
decided to ask the district cillors have been told that | [%| family has asked that no
council to continue the N.C.B. must make ar- | flowers be sent but do-
ressureonthe N.C.B.and rangements satisfactory to | \*| nations be given to thes
vern Trent Water Aut- the water authority to | " church. '
hority toagreetoascheme make sure the land is all | - = ;
to stop flooding. right .
They also asked the  Councillors felt that sé

i to sort out a year-old meone should decide ng
fr in which the water ~What was to be done abas

Prity denied responsi- the problem as Sevbig
for Moreton Brook. ~ Trent seemed to be :
ous schemes have ‘dragging their feet'. e

,:\ joint meeting of Blithfield and Colton

Mothers Unions was held in Newton Village y |
in a man

After a short service conducted by the Rev. R.
Wilcox, a talk was given on the work of the

Samaritansg;;
b "

An 18 years - old Rt
reer in what used to
d —and Qos start

#e Jupp, of Peak
joined the small
irls who are lookir
challenging future.

Kate is training to
student apprentice wi
And she showed he
course at Coventry
picking up the Dunloy
leading ONC studen
neering.

A former pupil of /
now studying for a de
at Salford University,
girls in a class of 30.
She and seven oth

buy stall raised money for Colton

hing in Rugeley
ore than 30 years.

tter was presented
{ with @ clock on Friday by staf-
-] fordshire County Council. .

: r first went to Ae gar
1 sé‘ri‘éa{“ \lfvtrtm:re he taught English
i for eight years. _
& From there he went 10 Church-
- 1 field Primary school wherehe has

_, remained for 22 years and is now

schools for m

.‘.
i After teac
1 Mr. Donald Nu

'-'Idepuw head. locally %
peen well known 10CaLY . ! . mark the
ul::)efgg%is dramatic and operafic . Sk : n and Tr
activities. . AT S E e
WERLTOMNELY URPRsSTUY urn’ i - =



rk on Rugeley's
. market hall off
[ " Square shopping
~yct is due to start

‘ay 14, market
d rs were told at
5 \nnual dinner at

- 5t. Mary’s Church, !

Colton, held a Civic
Service on sunday
attended by
members of the
Parish Council and
also by County
.Councillor Mr.
Erank Lewis. The
Rev. Raymond
Wilcox conducted
the service. .
The collection
amounted to £30, half
of which is to 90 to
the church resto-
ration fund and half
to the village hall
fund. .
Pictured after the
service are, from
left, the Rev.
Raymond WilcoXx,
Councillor Mrs.
Blanche Ravens-
croft, County Coun-
cilloy Mr. Frank
LewFsu church-
warden Mr. George
vernon, Councillors
Norman _ Baker,
MsS. Barbard
. ‘Geoan, David
Aradbury and
WG eorge Upton.

A funeral service for
well - known church
Jmember Mrs. Annie Ma-
{son was held on Monday at
St. Augustin’e Church. -
Mrs. Mason, who died at

o ¢ the age of 84, lived at The
& Poplars, Hednesford

%! Road, and leaves a son and
‘daughter. She was the
5 Arthur.

15 that name.

: Mrs. Mason had been ¢
: connected with St. Augu-

: stine's for at least 30 years

and was a member of the }

Mothers’ Union, the brass
%2 guild and the flower rota.

ﬁuby Couf
were clas

% married on June 17, 1939, a
2 Colton. They live at 6, Bryan
have two adult sons.
Mr. Meddings comes fro
he lived at Bank Top — o

. mates at St. Mary’s School.
i three - year couriship.

Mrs. Meddings worked at /
her retirement three vears ag
inifs casting nt, the
section. Her husband still
Shanks, as a sliphouse attend
Jonuary.

They have prepared for re
occupy their time. Two gree

=1 frame and sirefches of garde

Mrs. Meddings’ chief inter
while her husband is a dab

He is also a member of
Working Men’s Club —his me
yeors — and his wife belong

R4 m‘ have a defi
rrvage - ~“Pull togeiher ¢

the smooth,” they say.

e

Eaton Lodge Hotel.

The event was organised
by the 20 years - old
Cannock Market Traders
Association, with traders
from Rugeley and Hed-
nesford markets being in-
vited as usual.

Mr. Ray Oakley,

outdoor market was being
built in the car park in
front of the Anglesey
Hotel — the old market
site being used for.a new
Co - operative store.

He told the “Times" that
Cannock indoor market
llaf.i‘pmved very good for

A AT ATYD

A Colton farmer who
may be forced to leave
his life - long home said
this week he was
“disgusted by the

= v

whole business”

I ¥ P | P S

She lived in one part o
the farmhouse free o
rent, rates and heating e
penses plus a “salary” @




A turnout of about 200 helped organiser.

More than £280 was raised for Church,and his wife.

Visitors were treated to Julie and Margaret Asprey.

Abbots Bromiey  Horn  of fisbirthday.

‘welly wanging™. :
; the winning strip
The Greyhound public house 376 to 380.

1 George Davies of Blithbury  post office.

the rjnost it hasever amassed in- Josie Oliveran
its history according to one fete Lucy Norman. .

Monica  Years. h
Harry - ond have won prizes

week. .
The work of their busy

bees has won them fwo has come theiv way.

1 ensure the success of St.
j Mary's Church fefe at Colton ReTVrfeRﬁﬁ.';"rf’gvﬂﬂigid o
on Saturday. in - charge at St. Mary's

church funds plus another £60 ;
from a disco held at the Village wmr'cml;ﬁ??cxnrvcﬂse %rr?dseﬁtfg
Hall on Saturday night. Wilcox a bouguet by choirgirls

1 displays from the ladies keep - Mrs. Monica Ta ;
S . . ylor won the
fit aroup, the children’s vegetable prize at the f
d produce
QYIT"‘"'GS“CS C".”br‘ both ore  sfall and Mrs. Winnie Jones
village organisations — an won a doll by guessing the date =

Dancers. )

The birthday competition
There were produce, cake, was organised by Colton
Igﬁ'e%eﬁgﬂgﬁﬂ%"iﬁ?ghmlﬁgft Brownies and they chose the
. manned by villagers, and vi- Egmg%ﬁ;#&%ﬁgden Powel

sitors were invited to try their p e t h
ijuck at wet sponge throwing One raffle prize from the
produce stall was unclaimed.

s the fast - growing sport of i iictor a basket of fruit and
[ in of tickets is

4 donated a lamb which was e The winner should contact §
at the skittle stall by Mr. Mrs. Ruth Jones at the village ¢

1 Road.
In the tombola stall raffle

The skittle stall raised £32 s champagne was won by Mrs.
d a cake by Miss

- Churchwarden Mrs.

Pictured with the
Rev. Raymond
Wilcox, priest - in -
charge at St. Mary’s
Church, Colton is
four years - old Jo-
sephine Johnson.
Mr. Wilcox and his |
wife opened the fete |
and young Jose- .
phine helped raise
money by selling
buttonholes and la-
vender bags. Left:

NEE————

P

Dorothy Bradbury is
seen on the left of
this group round the ;
produce stall. -

keeping bees for 23
And although

Taylor of Colton this ey oval before, this is y bottle and b
the first time a trophy their honev i .-
e secret of L. :
lies intaking ’

care how W
re the caps§{
the ho :

| W The couple, who live
of e na e 0o at 16, High Street,

4 CUpS
time evei.
& 107_‘_?‘:3%:3%'3&“ Colton, hove about 50

ar (
is well strain
too,”

Musici
in L

A couple who met wh
they were both studying
1 the Royal Academy
1 Music were married

=1 cently in London.

Thov wore Miss R
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wn bank, post office, shop,
hairdressing salon and launderette. It
will even have its own currency.

~ Pipewood; as it is to the.school. These are

be known. opens on' teenagers who have
January 8. ?nitiall_\-' had problems either in

& Lar

there will be 10 boys their home
and 10 girls between environment or at
the ages of school.

e As an independent
school, Pipewood can only
accept ' pupils
recommended by local
authorities or Social
Service departments
within 100 miles of the
school. ’

Pipewood is situated
just outside Blithbury-on
the Hamstall Ridware
road. It used to be a
National Camps
Corporation School and
was later acquired by
Staffordshire County
gauncil but has been
ed for the last five -

Fs lease is now being
otiated from the
nty council by the Ho-

_cafeteria.

Hall School.

Mr. Paul Sanders.
Principal of Pipewood.
told the “Times” that he
hoped the village of
Blithbury would continue
the relationship it had
with the previous school
and would treat the
children as. normal
adolescents.

Pipewood consists of
chalet type buildings
providing living
accommodation and class-
rooms. .

Each student will have
his or her own bedroom in
one of two 10 bedroomed
chalets as well as the use of
a large communal lounge
arnd dining area, with their
own kitchen. At the other
end of the chalet, there is
similar accommodation for
house - parents.

Other buildings in the

complex include class-
rooms, an art and craft

workshop, rural science s

laboratories, homec
rooms, a library g

R

Nov i,

quion gets
long awaitec
burial ground

Colton parishioners have finally got their
new buriel ground, after many years of

setbacks. It was consecrated on Friday last
by the Bi of Lichfield, i G
o 5:!09 the Right Rev

. The ceremony was attended by Colton
um Council i frustees of
new
Parochial Church Council and the adminis-
frative commitiee. Diocesan Registrar Mr.
details. to the
The procession round the burial ground for
the consecration was led by Councillor
David Bradbury, chairman of Colton Parish
Council, with the Rev. Raymond Wilcox
(priest in charge), Mrs. Dorothy Bradbury
(churchwarden), Mrs. Verc Coflins (clerk)
Jgnd others following. . B

producers in the mid-
| Staffs area, he runs a
250-sow herd at King- i
stone, with their progeny =
finished to cutter and I
bacon weights at Colton,
Rugeley.

system, with which to pay
rent to their house -
parents. to buy their food
and to use other facilities
available.

Extra money can be
earned by doing odd jobs
with the complex such as
car cleaning or delivering
post, milk or papers.

As all the buildings will
not be completed by the
time the first students
arrive. it is hoped that they
will help with painting and
decorating still to be done.

"As well as providing a
full school curriculum,
Pipewood offers a wide
range of sparetime
activities for students.
These will be run on the
same lines as evening
classes and students will
enrol for six or seven week

. courses. Subjects available
will include art, drama,

music, photography,” first

aid, pottery, jewellery and

Voga.
Admig
1] b

i to the wll

few pig &
[

One of the ve

e

for the pigs. 3
Fely 19 years, his o
diather was one of |
| founders. Geoff
takes over the

ailso won the raffle pnze.

The meeting was held at
Wharf Cottage, Bel-
lamour, home of Mrs. P. B.
Best, who was thanked for
her hospitality. The Rev.
R. Wilcox conducted a
short service.

. Blithfield and Colton
: M.U.s raised more ‘than
£28 from their combined
@ coffee morning held at
Lower Lea Farm by invi-
tation of Mrs. Rosa
! Greaves.
Members helped raise
funds to stock the deanery
< stall for MU Overseas. A
i donation from the profits
=% was given to Mrs. Valerie
Hurd for a Zambia project
in which she and her
husband are interested.
Mrs. M. Kent won the

S

-A member of the HFU_%‘%

raffle, reaves was




church first to rehearse and then for the actual ;
filming.

Thegeigm hymns were sung under the lea-
dership of Mr. John W. R. Taylor, County Music
Advisor for schools. Mr. Jonathon Copus acted
as ‘dummy link’ keeping the congregation
going and inspired. He also researched the
programme and directed the outside filming.

Mr. John Roberts played the organ and the
Rev. John Easton gave the blessing. -

- Factory farm is*
| - :" CG9¢
refused extension

PR N R A TV R P : Permission has been

them to make the most ef-
ficient use of their re-
sources and ensure a long

jockwell po
work brings

ol's conservation

its reward ="

% velopment at a Colton
E farm after objections.
i were made by local re-

| sidents, the parish

" council and the water-

works company.
~ Rydal Farm, Colton

term employment for the
local population.

There were no objec-
tions to the proposal from
the County Land Agent as
he felt that it would mean

e OV ¢ the loss of only a very
' Sto(?]:\:hﬁ the water quality to clear th : Road, is used for the ma-  gmall area of agricultural
oot e be high, A : e fern which has  Counciliors said that My Dufacture  of farm apg

ool is now " apgc:lid over the surface Pratt had been m?; t :IS equipment by Agricul- ; -
results. A nd now the biologist who nd causes a nuisance. pressed with the o i tural Requisites and Me- - South Staffordshire
has found  Carried out the survey. Colton parish ; of the water and ghe 1 chanisations Limited. Waterworks Co objected
ymphs and coie Untvenrdlt of agreed at their lgs  TiClY of plant and ory They applied for per- - On the grounds that it
er shrimps  Keele University. js meeting { eir last  jite'in and aroy mission to use land nextto  might  pollute  the
ol. 1D bringing a team’ R l0 Mrs. Pratt's : around the ;) "¢ for industrial underground  water

showing Scouts & am of Sugeestion that she pool. arm for industr et 4] _
0 the pool to should retyrn with the purposes as an extension Supply.

e Scouts to work on the of their business. o The planning officer
o , pond to clear the fern Mrs. Pratt suggested 5 . Fourteen people living pointed out that he was|
aezola, small hawthornp hedge I 10 cottages opposite the against development

ordshire Natyre Con fut 1
, : - ure the pond irural area and was top help the firm and ease
. 5 1 335,‘{;}]’:12 aTlt‘]}llSt. met  be deepened irslh‘il;:g 4quality agricultural land.  production problems, it
< / survey the floergoghtg hr_r;gjdle toencourage fish . The proposal was for a Was not essential.
-' fauna. ' ‘J?}l.lildimlg'?;jr?t by 10?53801::: i Therecwere obj%ctionsi
:§ ‘3 the appli S pointed rom olton arish
1 2fear§gld éhem_ that Chairman, ( : Ethat they needed extra  Council who agreed with
: fern from the wn& e David Braqpgun¢ilor tactory accommodation  the residents shat the oo
o effecrtn‘ the surface  « twasave ury said: E¥or their company and that was top quality agricul-
_ : ive and much | Wa Iy successful E3he ideal site was next to tural land and also
: i m‘?"—‘_ greferable than eUNg and very en. [fip s xisting factory at  gtressed that X

The Previous Tuesday
Mrs. Pratt, who is also t
he officer for Staf-

'be planted

emicals but | couraging. The work

ted on Lake
Ottage side of the pool,
0 increase cover and i i

that some time in the ; OUt that the site was in a

farm sent a letter of ob-
jection to Lichfield
District Council pointing

unless it was essential to
rural activities. He felt
that in this case, although-
the development would

: that has would invo]ye in
' t?n?fnt?k?" the b’earsbctfr? 3?3&?:5{ id the new deve-, expansion
© Spores 0 H?ath "pool is pow would enable area.
: hnngjng results.” ey v -
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PLaily buses "«
- for Colton in

Colton could soon have a daily bus service
specially for the shoppers.

The Midland Red hope
introduce changes in
various routes involving
Rugeley, starting on No-
vember 29.
The existing Service 842
from Rugeley to Lea
-Heath via Colton and
Admaston will be with-
drawn. This comes after
lengthy" discussions were
held between the County
Council, the bus company
nd Colton Parish Council.
The County Council de-
i cided that they could not
' subsidise the operation of
i this service.
Se, Colton will now be
rovided with a new servi-
ce — operating from
Monday to Saturday inclu-
N dis will be a circular

Heath via Colton, Hill Rid-
ware and Handsacre —
back to Rugeley as su%;
gested by a Colton paris
councillor.

.A spokesman for the bus
company said this new
route will give Colton a
good daily shopping servi-
e,

The other service af-
fected, is the 824 Lichfield,
Rugeley to Stafford servi-
ce. This is to be with

drawn, and replaced with |
a new through heurly ser- .
vice via Handsacre and !

Armitage to Rugeley and
Stafford.

“The existing 823 route i

Lichfield via Longdon to

Stafford would continue

hourly,” he said. )
These two services wil

unique concert

:l idea by Mr. Kenneth Oul-
4 North West Arts Associa=

Nev= 57

~ Abbots Bromley is to honour the patron saint S
of their 13th century church, St. Nicholas, with a
visit from a 30-strong children’s choir from St.
Nicholas’s College, Amsterdam.

Itis to be called the First
St. Nicholas Day Interna-
tional Festival of Christ-
mas Music and Carols, and
will be held on December 6
— St. Nicholas's Day. . . .

Itis aunique event, with  § i : s
no other like it in the : 1o . M
country.. The children § : Al
from Amsterdam will be ¥ . .
housed by helpful people
around the village.

The visit sprang from an

orffd

tram, a member of the

i

tion, who contacted many
churches dedicated to St.
Nicholas, and Abbots
Bromley. was the only one
to welcome the choir from
across the sea.

He said: “Christmas is a
time for children, and I
didn’t want to see it beco-
me totally a commercial

1H TR

Detail from one of

ffep%de a half

At eleven o'clock on the night

before the Farmers Weekly
Meat from Grass Day, Mrs.
Phyllis Hoult sudden

decided to make a péaté for ol

competition. She had nevqi

made one before, but shi
was soon hard at work in the
kitchen of Newbold Manor,
Barton-under-Needwood,
Burton-on-Trent, Staffs.

Into the pot went lamb’s
liver, brandy, cream, flour and
just a touch of garlic—and
with that combination Mrs.
Hoult won first prize in the
competition,

“My husband said | was
daft to start making the péaté
at that time of night, but |
thought | ought to haveago."”

She was delighted with her
prize of a sideboard food
warmer.

"“We have been wanting

Zaf linking
“Rageley and

o ne of these for alo

The second priz't-\:’i 1%
chip fryer, went to Mrs. FTess
Shj%lgf from Newton Ma*_
Farm, Admaston, Staffs.

The third prize, a set
kitchen scales was won by
Mrs. Rachel Roobottom;
Coley Hill Farm. Ha

Ridware, Staffs.
:A“ of the other entrant

received a consolation prz

book,

f our own cook

’ use Fare. Amonhg
as the only man in the &

et g-year-old Bob ¢

i| names of the dead of two

:| world wars were read and

Farmho

competition, 1
Reid from Beans Farm,

Screveton, Nottsl.

’

{ more than that if pushed,’

department store enter- the windows in St. W.A Ly
prise.” Nicholas’ Carringtos
The Rev. Anthony Sla- $'s Church, E. Wri
ter, Vicar of St. Nicholas's, ; representi
But Mr. Sadler is also B

Abbots Bromley, said that

i they hope to attract any-

thing up to 500 people for
the concert.
“We have seating for

he said. .

“There will be no admis-
sion charges, and we have
invited the -Netherlands
Ambassador from London,
.and the Dutch Consuls

asking for places where |i

the choir can sing.

“It seems a shame if this
lovely choir can-only sing
once while irr this count-
ry,” he said.

“What we are looking |f

for, is places where the
choir can give concerts so

§ Manchester.”

that *3s many people as
possible can benefit from
their talentss-

from Birmingham and

" Colton "5 DISEASE!
. fﬁ'mﬂrial - b egn new disease has

reported fr
Abbots Bromley; CI':gll'rrrf
celphobia. The parish
‘magazine of St. Nicho-
las’ Church defines it
thus: “A morbid fear of
the front of the church,
especially of the section
near the pulpit. The pa-
tient is struck by the at.
- tack at the church door
and collapses into the
nearest pew". B

_Many Colton villages
fathered at their memo-
rial on Sunday morning
for a Remembrance ser-
vice led by the Rev. L. W.
Sapsford (rector). The

and Sister-ir
Brixham, D
R. Jones of
and Niece; A
Inr., of Kent
Grimley, Ne
Mr. 'W. A,
Isle of Wig
Wannop an
Nephew; Mt
Rushton, M
Mrs. R. Holl
Floral trit
Wife Mary,

O . '% and Bill, Ma
— 4 ohn and Gr
; N-f'\?'i‘t Claire and M
- Mothers meet @ ey many
A number of Colton' § were
members attended the g% dc
November meeting of
Blithfield M.U. when a
talk on the new aims and |
objects of the Mothers'
Union was given by Mrs.
?1, Winfer of Great Wyr-
ey,

the silence observed.

Members of the parish
council were present and
their wreath was laid by
Councillor G. Upton.

The church choir and
Mothers’ Union led the
procession of worshippers
back to St. "Mary's for
morning-service, at which
the lesson was read by
churchwarden Mrs. Doro-
thy Bradbury.

Mrs. Winfer  won the
taffle for a rose bush.




- “The path, from the Pin- -

. fold to Blithbury Road; -
was obstructed by-the far-
mer owning the land, who
claimed it was only a foot- "
path. .

The path was blocked by '
a locked gate, a chain and
fences.

Colton Parish Council
approached Lichfield Dis-
trict Council who inform-

. path was a'bridle path.
“from horse riders who

L= Jand,” said
'+ Brown,

-+ clerk.

" encourage riders Q=2
< the bridle paths as o ;

ed to the roads,” she s
- Mrs. Brown explaji
~that the bridle paths Wt

| between Alhion Street and Brewery Street,as a -
' : temporary measure

- Councillor Terry Cowlishaw said that it had been .

: _,M.ll.s' coh‘ﬁ'nu_
: joint services

*." members hope to join'-
electric and bar A .. Communion Services in "
°.- March, April and October - -

this year. K

".. gramme was the main bu-
ed Mr. Collier that the .."

«Mr. Collier had trouble -

- were stopping and letting - -
their mounts graze on his . ",
lllllr&'_ 1 Rl
ris council ' .
pa .~ *. ston read a poem by Wil- .

“We have been trying to _. e

Rugeley market is to be moved to the site = : Local show _business
* agent Mr. Walter Prit-
before the area beside the " chard of Shooting Butts
S goam}it Eg:hing Hill, has
ug| reat ood
Country Club. Ay
_He plans to turn it into a
high class licensed restau-
--{ rant, but will retain the
*{ country club image.
-1 Mr. Pritchard bought
»-| the club at Little Ingestre
| Hall (pictured below) ata
Stafford auction last Fri-

Ly w .

Book Square precinet is finally prepared. :
Chairman of Cannock Chase District Council, - -

in principle to supply a new assembly -
hen fresh market facilities are built.

Colton Mothers’ Union

- Blithfield members for--

Planning the year's pro- =

siness of the afternoon at .
%}%ons first meeting of " .

The Rev. L. W. Sapsf :
conducted the servitr:)e :r:g i
a financial statement was .,
given by the treasurer,. . -
Mrs. H. A. Williseroft. -

Secretary Mrs. 1. Pre-

liam Cowper, and Mrs. V. & .
# won the raffle = *-
$-given by Mrs. Pre- )

owhEs sio

.The club will also be re-
sidential and- it is hoped
that show business cele-
brities will use the club as
an over - night stop when
travelling through the
country.

The new club is to be the
Balmoral Licensed Re-
staurant fnd Country
Club, named after one of
Mr. Pritchard’s famous
shew - jumping horses.

“The building is superb.
The whole place is centr-

The Force 10 or 11 gale
which devastated many
parts of the area last Fri-
day night and frightened
many younger children in
their beds did not involve
any localloss of human life
but many people will be fi

nancially worse of!
through it.
Insurance  companie:

are being as co - operative
as possible builders ane
their suppliers are work
ing many long hours
carry out repairs but no
one can replace the henta
ge of mature trees blow
down.

Local dealers reporte
that glass and fencing an
tiles were selling fast la:
Saturday.

Builders and televisio
aerial mechanics were Ol
all through the weekend.

A round - up or in
dents, which we ki
must be only part of t
* saga, appears on our Ce
tre pages.



Inner X
and, as is the cy-$

the clubs give q gifr'

ganisation.

ess steel serviette
the 25th Rugele
lubs’ Charity Ball

Wheel Club gave a4
wall cabinet to Ru- ¢
Mrs. N. Verhon Centre.
and Rugeley Ro-
herley welcomed

eel district chair-
ey Round Tabl
d Rugeley Lagi
farke (seen i

will go to vari

A Colton parish
. councillor has warned
that a death ¢ould soon
occur on the village’s
hump-backed bridge.
uncilior George.
Upton told the council last
Friday that he had seen
motorists travelling so fast
over the bridge that their
wheels had left the
ground.
v = - He said there were al-
-~ ways children playing
“ - around the bridge, and
suggested that better sign-
posting leading up to it
would warn motorists to
reduce speed.
I have seen some mad-
men approach the bridge

Inner
at speed and fly over it off

¢ | the ground,” said Council
o | lor Upton,
gl 4 Councillor John Price

4l pe council must be-
wersie ruining the rural

- .

o~

Januvary 10°

with too many road signs,

said some may be

beeause the pre-

sent bridge sign was soon
to come down.

He said that since zig-zag

slide on the gravel surf_a-;'
ce,” he said. R X

Chairman, Councillor G.\-
Sanders, said the road had:-
never been tarmaced atf

lines and no-parking signs -
had been erected at the »
lower end of High Street it
had become much safer. :
“Before these improve- |« -
ments High Street was like |
arace track,” he added. . -
Councillor Upton com-  * -
mented that there was no- "~ ©
thing anybody could do -
about young mad drivers. - SRELE S
Councillor Price ex- = o i ST
pressed worry over the | e :
state of Bellamour Corner, - %
saying that loose gravel =~ -
and had been depositedon =
the road by passing logries, . "7 e e
making it dangerous ‘for. = .. B any
motor-cyclisg. ¢

that spot.

ser of the

e

Wheel| [

stom,. members of§ - .-
alocal charity or- ¢ == *

Rugeley Inner:--'

geley Hundicappedi:,:".. = s
&5

Four representati- ¢ -

ves of the club went § -
o the centre where §:«
Mrs. " M. Kenton, §
welfare worker, re. §
ceived the cabinet §
from president Mrs, e
Nancy Vernon (pict- §
re above). §

village i

Family
tradition

Three generations of Rugeley’s Toye fa-
mily are now members of Slitting Mill W.1.
the youngest being Fair Oak School pupil
Christine Deakin who joined formally just
after her 14th birthday in December.

. ... The picture shows Christine with her mo-
B rs. Carol Deakin of 4, East Butts Road
2 r grandmother, Mrs. Helen Toye of 10,

et ny's Close. .
- Stl\:"sth'go;e has been a member of Slitting

ill W.I. for 30 years and has seen it grow
#c'llrln a small group to a thriving institute
with about 55 . many of them young
people

It wos natural that her daughter Mrs. Dea-
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service
Church,

34 of a
Mrs.

e

3

The occasion was

= “l

M.P.

Ol W & r
5 [ e,
Mr. Nicholas Budgen

permission to build a

parish council and vil-
lagers have strongly
objected to the plan.

Colidn Church fof*

.8 W L

-~ The Wolverhampton
M.P. bought Malt House
Farm, a listed building, in
1973 - a year after per-

has. been given

house in the orchard of pission had been given for
Malt. House Farm, - two houses to be built on
Colton although the the adjoining land.

In 1975 Mr. Budgen ap-
plied to Lichfield for the
permission to be renewed.
A petition objecting to the
plan was organised in the
village and the parish
council strongly objected.
The permission was re-
fused. . '

Colton Parish Council
and the villagers think
that their objections to the
1975 plan are egually valid
for the new plan to build
just one house.

They say that although
the site is allocated for re-
stdential purposes it isnow
in a conservation area and
a new house would not be
in keeping with sur-
rounding buildings —
{ Colton Lodge on the other

side of the proposed house
5 is also listed — and would
spoil the looks of the area.

‘People also think the
driveway to the new house
{ would have a dangerous
unction with narrow Bel-

to a preservation
would have to be cut
jor the house to be

Midgen says he paid
ably more for the
id land because, at
e, there was

years and Mrs. Bettson plannifg permission for
A short service of dedi- still attends regulaﬁly. o hwo .hnuS(te_st {)ndt}ge site. and
: i ed evening ' 4 he is entitled to a consi-
S pr?ﬁedS(. Mary’s In dedicating the new .. stent policy from the
Coltonon Sunday. frontal the Rector, the &4 district council.

the gift Rev. L. W. Sapsford, ex:. 3 He says he has compro-
new altar frontal by pressed the gratitugt of 7" 1 mised by applying for per-
Elizabeth Bettson to  the Church to Mrs naission- for only one
‘oA Bettson, and said it wasi house, so has alréady ac-
: especially welcome, as the _| cepted a financial loss, Mr.
existing one was be- ‘Budgen says he hopes to

ginning_to show signs of o e

wear. -

fiar Way and that trees

live in the area for man
years and is therefore a
interested as everyonex
else in preserving the atg-
" tractiveness of the area.
He has promised 't
dismantle carefully th
front boundary wall an
rebuild it to form the en{
trance to the new dri-
veway. 5 p
Councillors decided on
Monday to give Mr.
Budgen permission to
build the house provided
the Secretary of State did
not want to decide the
matter himself because of
the conservation area.
But théy want Mr.
, Budgen to have discus-
sions with council officers
before submitting detailed
plans

We are
all right
for water |
— so far

Fears that the conti-
nuing low water level at
Bithfield Reservoir could
be a sign of a thirsty
summer for local people
were dispelled this week.

A South Staffordshire
Waterworks spokesman
{ said; “Although the water
" is unusually low for the

time of year, because of

lack of rainfall, we do have
other sources and the area
will -not be short

Sk’ former
Rowena Harvey has
been ~choseu to
represent Rugeley at
July 4 celebrations in
Rugeley’s twin
American town of
Western Springs,
Illinois.

Rowena, aged 17 and
Aelfgar School’s head

T

“Irip of a lifetim

: ' - ealaption having be broad
Rugeley s known to the selection
representative at the panel ~when they gsf)“;gh?g‘gi feels ‘{'ﬁ‘é
Western Springs interviewed her. She “American town’s big

celebrations fo write a

word essay giving  Walk, Colton. A
?ﬁgir reasons for A proud Mr. Harvey re‘l‘astilggg. we began this
wanting to make the  said of his daughter “I " idea I don’t
trip. am very pleased indeed. . 't}‘{’,'lk otﬁlelre has been
Round Tablers  Iknow Bowena puta lot - mlllch done about It.
compiled a “short list of effort into her essay “I feel there could be

of seven students. Each  and I have always

-was interviewed by a

lives at Coachman’s

great confidence in her

day will help to cement

had - 0" ore trade and I

think it coul_d help

. much to do and little
time in which to do it.

compulsory

‘ planning a shopping

panel comprised of one
Tabler, one outside
contributor to the
appeal and a district
council representative.
Rowena is the elder
daughter of Hagley
Park School
headmaster Mr. Roy
Harvey but this was not

girl, was in a whirl this
week after hearing of
her selection on
Tuesday. There was

Rowena flies from
Birmingham Airport to
Heahrow on Thursday.
morning, then goes on
to Chicago.

Wednesday saw her
taking a break from
mock ‘A’ level G.C.E.
examinations — she is
taking four — to have

inoculations.
Yesterday she was

trip, with a new
evenining dress and

o e #hn tann nf har

— but you don’t know.
what the opposition is
going to be!” e
Rowena told the
“Times” her essay took
about 'half a day, to
write. - She s
throughouly looking
forward to visiting
Western Springs, never

Americans _to
understand®~ British
people in general,” she

said. ;

‘When she returns to
England Rowena will
probably contribute a
report on her American
visit to the school
magazine. -

She already has eight
GCE ‘O’ level passes to
her credit and hopes to
. go to'univeristy before
working in town and
country planning. But-
before that she wants to
travel. -

And that starts on
Thursday, when she
embarks on the trip of a
lifetime.

Mr David Sault. head



| ;‘uncyw dress a
highlight of day

Children and their parents used a lot of ima
lﬂimtomheﬂ:ehncydreasmpeﬂﬂnnsm1
of the day at St. Mary’s Chure

Seeds of such wild _ Councillor  Gerald
owers as cowslip and Sanders, chairman of
oxglove are to be Colton Village . Produce
lanted r Guild, is to ask if members
: t:m et at Colton in an will give Mother Nature a
; allempt to preserve the  helping hand by planting
i Species and beautify e seeds
i village verges. \

£
g
£
=
g
=
3
s
g
5
:
2

] “Keep Colton Tidy” and Charlotte Jones third a

Elirabeth Hill won the older children’s comp
titien as a “Diddy Man” in a huge box hat and
painted face on her stomach!

- Mrs. M. Budgen, wife of M.P. Mr. Nichol:
| Budgen, of Mali House Farm, Colton, opened th
garden party and said it was an honour to be aske:
only having lived in the village a short time.

: The Rev. L. W. Sapsford, (Rector), said th
: money raised for the church was divided betwee
; the restoration fund but cost
rapidly that more and mor

Notes will be made of
Wild flowers such as their locations; they wil] :
cowslips are becoming in- probably go to beautify .
creasingly scarce. Now public verges rather than
Colton Parish Council has Mmeadows where no-one-,
been sent packets of the can see them.

seeds by Staffordshire And the plant popula

P unity Council. tion’s expansion is not
Rt likely to be left to chance.
Seeds of several species
will probably be sown fora -
number years, rather than :
allowing plants to increase
by the hit - and - miss
method of self - sown
seedlings.
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GOOdbye to Goats Head !,':’,‘;; llg::l‘::nw(;zn;gﬁa;ltvgil?nnual beer and skittles

amour Lodge, home of
i s 1?1.;1 Mu.l.lohn P[riceﬁc:n Thursday eve%ﬂng last,
u e even
Abbots Bromley licensees Mr. and Mrs. Norman Oldham pulled their last PINts. organised b Sthurre was a clay pigeon shoot
this week at the pub]l](lrihouisfe wlgﬁrh (!(;:l]d nl?w tbgon&e tPEi}rl ‘loga‘l.’ 20 d is pictured,
Mr, Oldham and his wife, an, have kept the Goat’s Head for 20 years an on e draw was made by Mr.
Thursday moved out to a cottage at nearby Ashbrook Lane. New proprietors of the:and first prize of £5 went tg Cl‘;lesﬁldl.ﬁrﬁaﬁ‘etﬁsg:?x
Goat’s Head are Mr. and Mrs. Tony Sherratt. . went to Mrw-Stella Lycett, a brace of trout to Mr. R
Mrs. Oldham has kept several pubs in the county and is now ret X to Mrs. Janet Sargeant. Other prizes
licensing trade, which she has known all her life. ! wn, Mr. J. Grimley, Mrs. F. Grimley
Mr. Oldham is continuing his daytime work at G.E.C., Stafford, and Bes. E. Utton, M. Sharrett and Mr, N’
his wife that life at the Goat’s Head was enjoyable. . .
“We had a marvellous trade and met such a lovely lot of people. It ni
hard work worthwile.” he said. . .2
All this week the Oldhams have been saying ‘goodbye’ to wellwishe
pictured taking a break during the ‘moving out’ upheaval,




. nufacturing

Z71 Council “agreed at a

=21 Former councillor
-|Mr. Leslie Madden,
-~ {once the youngest ever
..ichairman of Rugeley
| Urban Council and be-
~.|lieved to be the
-“lyoungest in the
-| country, was found
dead in bed on Tuesday
morning.
He was found by his wife
.1 Valerie, who had slept in
: another room with their
young son, who was ill.
;- Born at Brereton 43
- years ago, Mr. Madden
.became a councillor in

i 11959 after several years in

‘the Labour movement. A

.| side and he was a real

A warchouse in British

-+ Rail’s Trent Valley goods |- i

. vard is 1o be used for ma-
livestock

T

buildings.

- The premises has stood

7 empty since it was used as

4 a goods transfer depot.
Despite a letter of ob-

jection, Lichfield District

meeting on Monday to ap-

prove the application of ..

Agricultural Requisites
and Mechanisations Lid.,
for the use of the ware- |
house. .

A previous application

to use the warchouse for | -
light engineering was re- |-

fused in 1973 because “it
would bring industry into
a rural area” and Mon-

day’s approval is subject to | :

the warehouse not being |
“| used for anytlsing but the
manuiactare ¢ livestock

$oiaif |

i - _for MU.

The October meeting of,
Colton Mothers’ Unionj

took the form.-of
corporate communio
service -at St. Mary

o

el P 1.

a
n

's!
"Church. Members were:
joined by‘rut'r}embers of. -~

staunch trade unionist, he
later formed his own engi-

neering company to
produce machinery for the
N.C.B.

Stafford district co-
roner, Mr. E. Huntbach,
decided on Thursday that
an inquest should be held
because of local public in-
terest and concern.

Deputy coroner, Mr. W.
T.Day, opened the inquest
for identification only ye-
sterday.

Councillor Terry Cow-
lishaw, colleague and
friend of Mr. Madden for
many years, told the
“Times”: “He was totally
dedicated and enthusiastic
about the work he did,
both as a Labour coun-

~| cillor and within the trade
-] union

movement.

g gp strong minded
g pus on the poli-
al and administrative

champion for the people
who went to him in
trouble.

1 “He sometimes alie- |
| nated people because he

was so vigorous and strong
minded but he was a damn
good councillor.”

Mr. Madden stood down
from Cannock Chase

District Council at the May |

elections. At Wednesday's
Finance Committee
meeting
Chairman Jack Holston
said: “We are sorry to hear
of the tragic loss of a
former colleague of ours,

Les Madden.” He said a .
letter expressing regret .= .-
and 'sympathy had been /.

sent to Mrs. Madden.

“OF FORMER
COUNCILLOR

ago on charges which al- | -

leged that he conspired
with Councillor George

Newman

to conceal of-

fences said to have been

committ
Mr.

The

ed by the latter.

Madden strongly
denied the charges.

late Mr, 4.,

Council |

Coundillor Len Poole, :
committee chairman, said: @~ - -
“The manner in which we '

received the news about
Mr. Madden, was, to say

the least, a very great !

shock.

“He was a man to be
reckoned with and if he

‘| disagreed with you, he did

it strongly and vehe-
mently, becausﬁ--hﬁ
strong views.” * .’
Mr. Madden was:
mitted for trial at
Crown Court two}

beques

1 Nellie Lane,
{ Mary

September 11 last,

g

nabisg b

of.

's Mount, Holly Road, : -
Uttoxeter, late of Newton, -
Admaston, who died

o |

Mﬂddel'l . i

.| echairman, welcomed the

1 tanic (groceries); 2
Meddings (jewellery); |-

Mr. and Mrs. Robert

'| .Grimley of Hollow Lane,
1 Colton, opened Colton’s

sale of work on Saturday.
Proceeds will go towards a.

1 Christmas dinner orga-

nised for old people by the

"7 village welfare committee.

Mr. Ray France,
Grimleys and Mr
Grimley was presentg§
with a bouquet by ¢
mittee treasurer, Mrgad
E. Hardcastle.

and Mrs. Vera Collins won
a raffle for a doll.

were Mrs, Hardcastle!
(cutlery); Dennis (sheet:
set);
(chopping board); D.
Vincent (cigarettes); Miss
M. A. Cooper (games

}-board and body sha; -
-] per);Miss D. Curtis (seed = "

‘| voucher); Cannock (ciga- ©

rettes): Mrs. Greenwood | -

“(torten); L. Fisher (ciga- |

(perfume); Clifford Brit-
R.

Mrs. R. M, Jones (knife);
&rs. B. E. Kendrick

, m";?},

Mrs. Wright correttly | |

guessed a cake’s weight |
Prize draw winners T ’

Vernon Norman. .

rettes); Mrs. M. Allerton |-

{spools sewing thre
Mrs. E. Mason (sheet
W. H. Lycett (travel
M. Ridgewell (garde
book); Goodhead
Cannock (knife):
(Book); L. Do
(bathroom scales):
H. Wigley (slippers).
Grimley (bedspread)

Abbots Bron
teacher Mrs. L:
| is to broadcast

tomorrow evi
Phil Drabble.
aged 88, will
about Christm
past.

Mrs. Wilson
Mrs. Pratt.
“Times” that
‘Flashback’ |
was taken in b
4 garden and n«
Bromley Vi
thought.

Apparently
then a teacl
Church Street

| a party for ¥
| and invited fc
i of the school

i

‘The Rev. L. W. Sapsford of St. Mary’s Church, Colton; landiords of

2 .. Cow;, Mr. Stan Dorsett and his wife Joan (centre); Mr. Ernest Tur

to produce

e anything
worthwhile in his garden!

Mr. Charles was helped
by Mr. Ernest Turvey and
Mr. Bill Buchanan. Mr.

; _hell:led with the auction (left) and pianist Mr. Algie Stubbs, are pic
..~ “the bar with some of the barrow loads of produce which arrived a
: during the weekend.

L Produce sale raise
cash for church

A harvest produce
sale at Colton’s Dun
Cow Inn on Sunday

evening raised £91 for
the villace rhnireh re-

together for
hioners,” he saxd

Mr. Sapsford

restoration fu
bmnsmnd a® abhase®



. yard is to be used for ma- | -
nufacturing livestock |
buildings.

! Council "agreed at al}l
| meeting on Monday to ap-

-{ morning.

He was found by his wife
Valerie, who had slept in
! another room with their
/i young son, who was ill.
> Born at Brereton 43
< years ago, Mr. Madden
. :became a councillor in
:1959 after several years in
- the Labour movement. A

A warchouse in British
Rail's Trent Valley goods |

The premises has stood
empty since it was used as
a goods transfer depot.

Despite a letter of ob-| -
jection, Lichfield District |-

prove the application of |
Agricultural Reguisites |
and Mechanisatiens Lid.,
for the use of the ware- |-
house. )
A previous application
to use the warechouse for |
light engineering was re-
fused in 1973 because “it
would bring industry into |
a rural area” and Mon- |
day’s approval is subject to
the warehouse not being |
used for anything but the |-
manufacture of livestock |

4 »g'céf and administrative

for MU.

. The October meeting of
" Colton Mothers' Unio

IR VR ¥

terest and concern.

Deputy coroner, Mr. W.
T. Day, opened the inquest
for identification only ye-
sterday.

‘Councillor Terry Cow-
lishaw, colleague and
friend of Mr. Madden for
many years, told the
“Times”: “He was totally

PFEERFRA™> mae

1 dedicated and enthusiastic
.| about the work he did,
: “| both as a Labour coun-

-| cillor and within the trade

union movement.

g W strong minded
s on the poli-

side and he was a real

‘| champion for the people

who went to him in

trouble. ‘

| “He sometimes alie- |
‘| nated people because he
was so vigorous and strong |-

minded but he was a damn
good councillor.”

The late Mr./ ..
Madd .

adden -

Mr. Madden stood down T

from Cannock Chase
District Council at the May

elections. At Wednesday’s

Finance Committee
meeting Council
Chairman Jack Holston

said: “We are sorry to hear |’

of the tragic loss of a

former colleague of ours, |
Les Madden.” He said a,
letter expressing regret ! . . -
and sympathy had been- ..

sent to Mrs. Madden.

Councillor Len Poole, : '
committee chairman, said: ¢ =
“The manner in which we-«. -

received the news about

Mr. Madden, was, to say |+
the least, a very great .

shock.

“He was a man to be
reckoned with and if he

disagreed with you, he did - -
it strongly and vehe- - "
mently, because. hg m i,

strong views.” \
e

Mr. Madden was:
mitted for trial at Staf
Crown Court tw __).

pequest

.

1 tanic

and Mrs. Vera Collins won
a raffle for a doll.

were Mrs.

Vincent (cigarettes); Miss

rettes); Mrs. Greenwood

-{ (torten); L. Fisher (ciga- } :
rettes); Mrs. M. Allerton |-

(perfume); Clifford Brit-
(groceries); R.

Prize draw winners;
Hardcastle:
(cutlery); Dennis (sheet:
set); Vernon Norman-
(chopping board); D. -

| Meddings (jewellery); §
g Mrs. R. M, Jones (knife);
' B. E. Kendrick} -’

| M. A. Cooper (games.
“}~board and body sha-; . .|
.| per);Miss D. Curtis (seed: " - .
-7 voucher); Cannock (ciga- |- -

2 Of B

- - TheRev. L. W. Sapsford of $t. Mary’s Church, Colton
-~ Cow, Mr. Stan Dorsett and his wife Joan (centre); Mr. Ernest Turvey
< " 'helped with the auction (left) and pianist Mr. Algie Stubbs, are pictur

-:“the bar with some of the barrow loads of produce which arrived at th
during the weekend. ~

Produce sale raises
cash for church

.. took the

the :

. regarding a

' meeting on November 16

with -
- possible Silver Jubilee’

" celebrations.

service and Mrs. M
Cooper was the organist.

Collections to be given to

St. Luke's 'Nursing Home,

“ for clergy and their':
:: families, in London were
' taken by Mrs. M. Sapsford.
A rafflé given by Mrs.
‘Sapsford was won by Mrs.,
P. B. Best. Proceeds from:
this were added to the:

nursing home collection.

parish

in connection

Thanks to the Colton
branch for i
hospitality were £
by Mrs. N
Blithfield
member.

form . of af
" corporate communion g

service ‘at St. Mary’s; .. A
. Church. Members were. ...
7. joined by members of’

=" Blithfield M.U.

. The Rector, Rev. L. W...
. Sapsford; conducted the:
Mary..

A letter was read from.
councill
public:

Nellie Lane,

Admaston, who died on
September 11 last, left
£47,493.91 gross,

: £47,184.26 net.

She left £300-each to
Percy and Bessie

. Heasman, of Chase View, |
‘ Newton, Lucy Cooper and

Mary Kent, both of

-~ Newton, “as an expression

of my thanks for all that
they have done for me”,
© £200 to Daisy Rowe, of

“* ‘Abbots Bromley, “as an

expression of my thanks
for all she has done for

me'’, -£300 to Mrs. W. I

Green, of Newton, “for
' past services and her help

- tomy brother when he was
. farming”

and £200 to

: of St.:
Mary’s Mount, Holly Road, -
Uttoxeter, late of Newton, & :

A harvest produce

sale at Colton’s Dun

- .Cow Inn on Sunday

evening raised £91 for

- the village church re-
* storation fund.

This is the third year
that Mr. and Mrs. Stan
Dorsett have held the
auction and again it at-

" tracted a huge “congre-
gation.”

Rev. L. W. Sapsford held
a short service and Mr.
Alan Charles auctioned
produce which varied
from bags of mushrooms
. and trays of vegetables to
<: jars "ef chutney and

i was even an ori-

d Lpainting donated by
r to the village
S I® not yet managed

to produce anything
worthwhile in his garden!
Mr. Charles was helped
by Mr. Ernest Turvey and
r. Bill Buchanan. Mr.
Algie Stubbs played the
piano for hymns and com-
munity singing.
Unfortunately one of
the main organisers, Mr.
Charles Bannister, was
unable to be present as he
had to go into hospital that

y.

Mr. Dorsett said they
had hoped to raide £100
but the weather had af-
fected the supply of veget-
ables. There were not any
cabbage, cauliflowers or
celery.

“But there was a mar-
vellous amount of goods
and it was a splendid spcial
evening —a wonderful get

tomorrow evenis
Phil Drabble. Mrs.
aged 88, will be
about Christmas i

past.
Mrs. Wilson's d
Pratt,

"1 “Times” that last

‘Flashback’ g?l
was taken in 1
garden and not af
Bromley Vicar:
thought
Apparently Mrs
then a teacher
Church Street sch
q a party for Miss
| anddmvited form
hool. Al

i

P

; landiords of the

together for
hioners,” he said.

Mr. Sapsford sa
restoration fund
stood at about £9
with an old church :
St. Mary's such a fu
a permanent fixtur
pairs could be done
when riecessary.

“There is na
urgent to do but
quite a consid
amount to do. C
work needs to be ¢
the south east ¢
adjustments to thel
system and the rool
south aisle nee
tention. If these thi
not done one can be

peals

for {
£50,000,"
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to learn the Midlanders,
dialect well, though he
believes it to be more.
accent than a true dit

interest in dialect writing,
His poem “Owd Ned”
centres round the remin-
iscences of an old miner —
on a Rugeley man —
talking to a visitor.
r. Toye was born in
Sussex but has lived in

d cricketer S.
died a fe

:roughshod over their
i last week.

. For the councillors are
> annoyed by the number of
children who are allowing
! their horses to stray from
roper bridle paths.

Local farmer Mr. G. H.
Collier-says he found chil-
ren letting their ponies
. graze in one of the fields
".instead of keeping to the
“bridle path, and he
thought some of the chil-
dren too young to be in
charge of the ponies.

The problem has already
hit the village church of St.
Mary, where children
even brought their horse
into the building — leav-
ing behind potent
evidence of their visit.

The Rector, the Rev, L.
W. Sapsford has been
forced to lock the church
doors when at about the
same time someone threw
the top of a cruet through
a valuable stained glass
window.

Even outside the young
horse riders are un-
welcome as they are
believed to be responsible
for marking part of the
fine lawns near the
Rectory.

Parish councillors, who
reckon there are about 20
horses involved, agreed
last Friday that they must
ry to “educate” the young
riders to comply with bye -
laws and stick to the bridle
ths.

‘Maps of several bridle
in the parish are
ble from the parish

clerk Mrs. I. R.
; he Cottage.

i

e

on the way®
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g really is

white Jacob ‘sheep so Show where they were tive gqualities —

ey istingui i ) i eople ke€p|:
ter and she could distinguish given a class of their iﬂg‘r: a% ppe S R
3 th them from her hus- own last year. 58 P oh sheep.
3 onett; band’s flock! Duﬁmg tpet ;r:;r;i dmareagood O
pr - immediately Mrs. Evans inte! 00
nbs take -attﬁ'g:téd by the pret- the sheep — which can plﬁgﬂélvoat;s said thei
look at tily marked animals be traced back to !ﬁ:b- Mirs. Evans sald the
— they and bought just five of lical days — has S o
rn just them increased steadily. speci edbecaw e It oot
ore the That was four years Sheis a member of the g Bl
' S 0. Now Mrs. Evans Jacob Society an D e wn and
oy 4o g ameima el g o
rey Evans and  they nhfa‘:-ﬁ Chatsworlh o ok tweeds of  variou:

- - m d g VWANULLCG By WE Y. A
won a Midlands competition for the best dialect | mfmu:um o & Sapsford, Mr. Toye gave f -
writing. | To frit yo’ out. This an’ a 2 an account of his recent B~
Mr. Toye, who is 71 and  Rugeley for the past 44 | dozen yearns ., % visit to the BBC srtl“dmﬁ" ;
lives at 10, St. Anthony’s Yyears. He is a retired | Oi'd tell yo’ all, Hut talkin L Birmingham, w erefthe
Close won the poetry sec- School master. Mr. Toye ( makesme droy! was declared winner o . e
tion of a competition admits that even now he | “Ah! Ta, young mon! & Midlands competition for |
organised by West Mid- Still mixes his accents. But | Pr'aps another troy, i dialect writing, o
lands Arts to promote asharp earhashelped him | Aftgg.this bostin Bass & 0 Toye recited seéveral

a menace
“at Golton

Colton’s young horse lovers _were ridin
parish councillors’ agenda:

ms, 45 'wel as his-
Oelm. }

o rpapTT———TTTE

gt

Colton will enter this %
year’s Best Kept Village .
competition — and ‘in its - -
correct section after a mix .-
- up last year over popula- -
tion figures.

Councillor John Price i
chairman of the sub - com
mittee in charge of en-~
couraging the villagers to
take part in preparing for
the competition. !

The parish council have -
agreed to contact Staf-'
fordshire County Council
to “register their concern”
at the possible effect of
coal mining under the vil-
lage causing subsidence in =~ :
the Moreton Brook area. .
The parish council have - .
already notified the Coal -
Board and the .Severn’
Trent Water Authority.

Pentabus, the Westi®. &
Midland touring company, .-
are unable to stage. &
production at Colton de-
spite a request from the
parish council. The com-
pany are fully -booked for
the week they offered at
short notice to the parish
council. ~

Councillor G. . Sanders
said the company should
be encouraged to come in

tuture, despite doubts
about performances mak-
ing a profit.

“We shouldn’t let pg
be able to say
never anything on
village,” he said.
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been falling into disrepair
for a number of years.
They believe the sale of
the house is due to be fin-
alised soon but do not yet
know to what purposes the
new owners wish' to put
property. No new

\ applications

en lodged.

lwas found to be listin

Colton people were
concerned this week to
find that a “listed” wall
had been partially
demolished.

The wall (shown in the
picture) is part of Colton
House boundary wall and
is subject to a conservation
order.

When parish councillors
discovered that the wall

been partially
d down Lichfield
ncil was con-

rged to make

was rebuilt.

Rident happened
sy evening. Mr.
Edieslie Beech and

1
ng to clear rubble
left against the

wall by builders.

The earth and rubble
reached half - way up the
wall and the couples
planned to move it all,
level the ground and grass
the area.

But due to the pressure
of the earth the wall was
bulging outwards and as
they worked the wall
began to slip. Mr. Beech
immediately saw the
danger to passing traffic
and people walking along
the road.

He placed chairs along
the roadside. to keep the
cars and people away and
the men started to push
the wall inwards to avert
the danger.

About a third of the wall
— the piece opposite Mr.
and Mrs. Beech’s home —
collapséd. Mr. and Mrs.
Beech, who knew about

e T

immediately
Mrs. Irene Brown, Colton
Parish Council clerk.

On Monday they con-

fTr—

the conservation order, |.
contacted ; -

tacted Lichfield District . -~ . -
Council and the wall was ! -

inspected by a technical

officer. Lichfield Council =&~

now say the rest of the wall

is safe and the demolished

part must be rebuilt with
the original brick.

Mr. and Mrs. Beech are _ e
than willing to "=

more
rebuild the wall as it was,
even if it means bringing

in expert advice at their

own expense.

“That wall is our pride |

and joy. It gives us the -
rivacy we have here :

which is a great asset of g ‘

the house,” Mrs. Beech:

said.
Mr: Beech said it was.&

good thing that the walk
had collapsed when it did:

as it could have fallen on
anyone passing.

Cottage, Heathway. Second was

Judging is mow complete in Colton Parish
Council’s best kept gardens competition, which is
organised each year by Councillor Gerald
Sanders. And familiar namesfappear amo;lg the

inners, although there are a few new ones.
b T‘I:'le parish coguncil cup foa %}e mfstkc%mprehg}l%;g
d to Mr. and Mrs. Jack Brown,
B T i Mr. W. C. Sargeant of
Yorick, 53, High Street and third Mr. N. E. James, of
low Lane. .
H?Il‘l:}e Little Hay rose bowl for the most attractive gar-
den was awarded to the Sargeants (pictured), with Mr.
A. C. Preston of 8, Manor Way second and Mr. N. E.
James third. Only one point - separated these three.
Supplementary priz ded to Village Produce
Guild m;{nibgrsJ who
went to Mr. J. James, Dldtl ]
lamour Way and Mr. J. Meddings, 10, Heathway, In the
~omprehensive section and to Mr. Ray France, 5, Fair
Meadows, High Street and Mr. J. Meddings in the at-
ive garden section. . )
m.‘lct}::lgeg were Mr. and Mrs. T. Preston, Mrs. Edith
Preston and a friend from Sandbach. _ .
Arrangements have been made for the awdrgie:10 D
presented at the annual show in the village on i§

lIHIllIIIIﬂl|lll|’||IIllII|ﬂlllIlIlll|IIH|!ﬂllllﬂlﬂH_lllIHIHlHIH!lHII![_HIIl .

| House which, although Eosss.
tenanted, they- claim has [F=3




Colton people were
concerned this week to
find that a “listed” wall
l had been partially
demolished.

The wall (shown in the
picture) is part of Colton
House boundary wall and
is subject to a conservation
order.

‘When parish councillors
discovered that the wall
had been partially
kngeked down Lichfield
Digii-Council was con-
arged to make
o was rebuilt.

dent happened
y evening. Mr.
g3 cslie Beech and
;. Mrs. Gordon
gl — the couples
i in two new houses
ind the wall —
Bng to clear rubble
Bh left against the

“When a 'listed
{was found to be listi

wall by builders.

The earth and .rubble
reached half - way up the
wall and the couples
planned to move it all,
level the ground and grass
the area.

But due to the pressure
of the earth the wall was
bulging outwards and as
they worked the wall
began to slip. Mr. Beech
immediately saw the
danger to passing traffic
and people walking along
the road.

He placed chairs along
the roadside. to keep the
cars and people away and
the men started to push
the wall inwards to avert
the danger.

About a third of the wall
— the piece opposite Mr.
and Mrs. Beech’s home —
collapséd. Mr. and Mrs.
Beech, who knew -about

. had collapsed when it did:

=

3

wall

F—
the conservation order, | -
immediately

Parish Council clerk.

On Monday they con- {
tacted Lichfield Distriet .. .

Council and the wall was "
inspected by a technical

officer. Lichfield Council .= .-

now say the rest of the wall

is safe and the demolished . %

part must be rebuilt with
the original brick.

Mr. and Mrs. Beech are -
more than willing to -
rebuild the, wall as it was,
even if it means bringing . =
in expert advice at their .- -
own expense. i

“That wall is our pride
and joy. It gives us the - |
privacy we have here ;-
which is a -great asset of ;
the house,” Mrs. Beech:}
said. .

Mr. Beech said it wasu .
good thing that the wall'§

as it could have fallen of-
anyone passing. i

—

contacted | oK ; -
Mrs. Irene Brown, Colton |~ ~: :

PILLAR

e ght it was
possible that the lack of a
supporting pillar at the
end of the wall when the
driveway was made could’
have weakened the wall.

Mrs. Freeman said she
would prefer the wall half
its size and was prepared
to have it demolished, not
realising that it was
“listed.” .

“1 could not understand
what all the fuss was
about, but now I know I
don’t think we will touch
it, or the earth behind it.
We do not want the ex-
pense of rebuilding if it
falls down,” she said.

@ Colton Parish Council
are concerned that Colton
House which, although
tenanted, they claim has
been falling into disrepair
for a number of years.
They believe the sale of
the house is due to be fin-
alised soon but do not yet
know to what purposes the
new owners wish to put
the property. No new
" ng applications
en lodged.
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A w
| ‘Flld‘sf fete
at Colton's
new rectory

Although
church fete on ¢ W Cofton's annual
cial success as last \r{g\r’:ﬂs 01 such a finan-
dk{_'lgi include the usual r&?f?gs ibly because it
S event raised £167 f S
for the first %e' eople attended me"féf‘é'f‘ﬁi‘iﬂ O
Rectory. in the grounds of the new "

'wus a tug of
sfrleanhere, ook of war over the village
& (;mn ton Br_ook. and a fancy dress
Mrs. G. E. Vernon, of Blithfield
event ﬁ?‘g g#st?"i!udged the fancy dl:e:g‘::'t‘:::etgte
children 1 Claitg soner Gionre =, Lounoer
 Gladwin_ (foofballer); 3, Charlotie: ancy

> 1

b (white rabbit). Older chi ; . .
e reave : children: 1 uth  The Rev. L. W. Sapsfo; ) B P
- e .( ): 2, Samantha - ﬁ byt rd, Rector of Colton, is pi " .= gl
loaf™). \ Daw (“use ~ Ehirch fefe with some of the helpers. Below, childres oo e cnioving the
hoop-la stall. The bottom picture shews he ren fry their luck at the |

elpers and visitors at the re- :

| | e whu_ch did a rganng. during the hot afternoon. .

-

Jet 'your 'h‘e'dge
cut!

M.P. Mr. Nicholas. Buck
n seems to have been
wing some minor trou-
es with Colton Parish
yuneil, in whose village
ain stréet he owns Malt
ouse Farmhouse, a listed
nilding.

At last week's council
eeting he apologised by
tter for causing-a nui-
wnee  recently by lime
raving. N
Accepting  his apology
1e council thereupon
ecided to draw attention _ o 5 _ :
) his h_edge.h wfhich is % % ] y

rowing over the oo g K- ; ' . ; < . :
chllamnur\'\’q_\'! :ﬁg‘" % 3 . . T % - - w i| ﬁ;

—

er £5§ for *
sock fund

been socks for Colton Church

being - : :
Verg choir. The donor wants to

: : I
' cas-  remain anonymous:
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Some local people were so distressed at the
murder that they contributed towards the
provision of a gravestorie so that the memory of
the woman should not die. This is one of the few
memorials left on its site in the garden of rest at
St. Augustine’s. The inscription reads: “To the
memory of Christina Collins, wife of Robert
Collins, London, who having been most bar-
barously treated was found dead in the canal in
this parish on June 17, 1839, aged 37 years. This
stone is erected by some individuals of the
Rugeley in commemoration of the end of this
unhappy woman.”

The “Bloody Sreps”, of which these are the

modern replacement, bore no part in the murder
of Christina Collins, though no doubt her body
was carried up after being found by workmen
at the wharf nearby. The original steps were of
sandstone, which had become very worni with the
passage of time and thousands of feet (for the
canal path icqs until recent years a very popular
walk) They stood to the right of the present steps,
near the railings. And in pre-war days they bore
unmistakable red marks. Youngsters thought this
was blood; wiser folk said it was paint, renewed
occasionally to keep the legends going. Now we
shall never know, for the sandstone steps have
completely disappeared. The site, by the way, for
the benefit of newer residents, is down the narrow
path outside the waterworks railings at Wolseley
KRoad.

and failing’' memor
several generations.

The ‘Bloody Steps’ of Rugeley, leading down fro;
Wolseley Road pumping station to the Trent and Mersey
is one local legend that has perhaps simmered for a lit
long. The longer the simmering period, the more dis
becomes the truth.

Basically this legend tells of how a woman was murdere
body dragged down these steps, hence their name, and |
dumped into the canal. Some may expand on this, givil
name as Christina Collins whose body lies buried at St. 2
tine’s.Yet others may tell you that three men were to be exe
for the murder but that one was reprieved at the ele

when he saw Grant pushing
the body towards the towpath
with a boathook. It was John-
son who pulled
woman eut of the canal.
Christina Collins was a na-
Nottingham. Her
father was a ‘Robert Browne,
who on May 14th, 1804 pa-
tented a device ‘for attaching
to Vandyke knitting frames,

...gstler called Robert Collins,
commonly known he appears “Th

to have effected several other
innovations, all to the good of
Nottingham lace industry.

His inventiveness allowed
him to give his family a good
education, but at some time
his fortunes were reversed
and the family was reduced in

nd Mersey

THE BLOODY STEF

The ingredients of a legend are simplicity themselves
an ageing native and ask him his version of the truth:
this to your grandchildren with any omissions or inclusion
y may render. Stir gently and simm

As in most legends, there is a certain element of truth
version which has passed down to us. Being a compara
recent incident, the legend of the ‘Bloody Steps’ contains
truth than is usual in older traditions. Nevertheless the oF:
of time has had its effects on the original story.

‘At around 5.15 on the
morning of Monday, June
17, 1839, Thomas Grant, a
boatman on his way to
Shardlow; was
Brindley, Bank when he
saw something floating in
the canal. On closer ins-
pection it proved-to be the
body of a female.

John Johnson, a wharfinger
of - Bellamour Wharf, was

By
Julian Bie]ewicz

her mother ended her days as
a nurse somewhere in Nottin-
gham.

Sometime before 1838,
Christina married a man
whose name, or assumed
name, was Dr. Ingleby; and he
seems to have styled himself
‘emperor of conjurors.’ “It
seems that he introduced his
wife to the world of theatfe,
although there is no evidence
to suggest that Christina her-
self ever appeared on the

sta%.

hat eventually became of
this Dr. Ingleby is unknown,
but sometime towards the end
of 1838 or the begining of
1839. Christina married _an

€7 "ioved to Liverpool
where she found lodgings and
work with a dressmak(lg_::mlled
Elizabeth Grice of 3, Crosshall
Street, Liverpool.

Roberf Ctﬁ%ns spent five
months, from January to May
1839, looking for work but was £
unsuccessful. Towards the end g
of May he left Liverpool to §
seek his fortune in London. §
Here he did find employment §
and a house at 10, Fredricks §
Mews, off the Edgware Road.

Around June 9, he sent his
wife a sovereign which she
was to use to join him in Lon
don.

On Saturday, June 15, she
left 3, Crosshall Street at 10
o'clock in the morning and
took a fly boat to Preston E
Brook where she was trans- B
ferred to one of Pickford’s
canal boats. !

The captain of the boat was
a James Owen of Brinklow,
near Rugby; he was a married
man of about 40. The crew




b M -—canal path

Some local people were so distressed at the
murder that thev contributed towards the
provision of a gravestone so that the memory of
the woman should not die. This is one of the few
memorials left on its site in the garden of rest at
St. Augustine’s. The inscription reads: “To the
memory of Christina Collins, wife of Robert
Collins, London, who having been most bar-
barously treated was found dead in the canal in
this parish on June 17, 1839, aged 37 years. This
stone is erected by some individuals of the
Rugeley in commemoration of the end of this
unhappy woman.”

modern replacement, bore no part in the murder
of Christina Collins, though no doubt her body
was carried up after being found by workmen
at the wharf nearby. The original steps were of
sandstone, which had become very worn with the
passage of time and theusands of feet (for the

The *“Bloodv Steps”, of which these are the
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recent incident, the legend of the ‘Bloody Stgpg' contains m
truth than is usual in older traditions. Nevertheless the pass:

of time has had its effects on the original story.

At around 5.15 on the
morning of Monday, June
17, 1839, Thomas Grant, a
boatman on his way to
Shardlow, was nearing
Brindley, Bank when he

- saw something floating in

the canal. On closer ins-
pection it proved to be thé
body of a female.

John Johnson, a wharfinger
of  Bellamour Wharf, was
crossing Colton

woman out of the canal.
Christina Collins was a na-
tive of Nottingham. Her
father was a Robert Browne,
who on May 14th, 1804 pa-
tented a device ‘for attaching
to Vandyke
ides-—this

tlml‘#—rﬂ‘?nf' yeareer-rery-poptas
walk). They stood to the right of the present steps,
near the railings. And in pre-war days they bore
unmistakable red marks. Youngsters thought this
was blood; wiser folk said it was paint, renewed
occasionally to keep the legends going. Now we
shall never know, for the sandstone steps have
completely disappeared. The site, by the way, for
the benefit of newer residents, is down the narrow
path outside the waterworks railings at Wolseley
Road.

carriage’ as his invention was

commonly known he appears
to have effected several other ™

innovations, all to the good of
Nottingham lace industry.

His inventiveness allowed
him to give his family a good
education, but at some_time
his fortunes were reversed
and the family was reduced in
social s'anding. Christina
became sempstress, while

'

* . ferred to one of Pickford’s

Aqueduct
when he saw Grant pushing
the body towards the towpath
with a boathook. It was John-
son who pulled the dead

knitting frames,

By
Julian Bielewicz

her mother ended her days as §
a nurse somewhere in Nottin

gham.
Sometime before 1838,
Christina married a man §

whose name, or assumed
name, was Dr. Ingleby; and he
seems to have styled himself
‘emperor of conjurors. It
seems that he introduced his
wife to the world of theatre,
although there is no evidence
to suggest that Christina her-
self ever appeared on the
stage. .

What eventually became of
this ‘Dr. Ingleby is unknown,
but sometime towards the end
of 1838 or the begining of
1839. Christina married an
ostler called Robert"Collins,
They™ moved to Liverpool
ere she found lodgiags and
ih a dressmaker cageh}-

t5ha

Street, Liverpool.

Roberf -Collins spent five
months, from January to May
1839, looking for work but was
unsuccessful. Towards the end
of May he left Liverpool to
seek his fortune in London.
Here he did find employment
and a house at 10, Fredricks
Mews, off the Edgware Road.

Around June 9, he sent his
wife a sovereign which shej|
was to use to join him in Lon-
don.

On Saturday, June 15, she
left 3, Crosshall Street at 10
o'clock in the morning and
took a fly boat to Preston
Brook where she was trans-

canal boats.

The captain of the boat was
a James Owen of Brinklow,
near Rugby; he was a married
man of about 40. The crew
consisted of George Thomas,
alias Dobell, a man in his late
twenties from Wombourne, [§
near Wolverhampton; [§
William Ellis, alias Lambert,
in his early twenties and also
from Brinklow; and William
Musson, a lad of about 14 from
Chilvers Coton.

Part of the cargo being
carried was spirits which the
three men soon began to
sample, becoming progres-
sively more drunk as they
neared Stoke-on-Trent by
mid-day Sunday.

At Stone Lock, Christina,
worried that they might
molest her, left the boat and
walked to Aston Lock where
she got on board again. She
was last seen alive, by anyone )
other than the.crew, at Hoo
Mill Lock, where, according to
the lock-keeper and his wife,
she cried in distress.

It appears that after passing
through Colwich Lock all
three. the bov excluded
raped her and either the cap-
tain. Owen or Dobel pushed
her into the canal, where she
drowned. .

Found guilty of the murder
at Stafford Summer Assizes of
1840. all three were given the
death sentence. - This  was
postponed once while an_ap-
peal was made but a reprieve
was granted to William Ellis
alone; Owen and Dobel were
hanged. Ellis was transported
for life to Australia.
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with the Duke of Edinburs=i
fward Scheme as W est
~ Midlands Regional Officer.
~and before that he was &
+ youth officer in Cornwall, A
: qualified teacher, he has
worked i maladjusted
children in Oxfordshire an

been an instructor in climbing
the Lake Dis-

and sailing 1n

trict.
But ever since

he gave his
47 years- 0

have joined him in his a

sorbing hobby;
who looks after
tape recordings and
younger daughter, Nicola
who operates puppets, ¢
son, Bruce

cloths.
yorkshire born

empty \'_lairdreSS'mg
the main street,

turn the front half into
puppet theatre.

" The family concern uses
50 kinds of puppets —

glove.
rod and shadow, all designe

Hayward

himself, as were the stage,
an

) Mr. Hayward, who

“has recently been awarded the

Arthur Peterson Cup for the

best shadow puppet, and the
best circus

about

string marionettes,

AY

and made by Mr.

curtains, scenery

eostumes.

Bulm_CuD for the

Three days ago 2 young
Colton woman set off to
work in East Africa with the

he was a 14
vears - old war evacuee when
first puppet show,
1d Mr Hayward has

been deeply involved in the
. world of puppets and today

three members of his family

his wife, Hazel,
commentary
lighting,
(17)

(11) who has just

begun working them, scene
shifting and changing back

Mr.

Hayward has taken over an
salom 1n

hoping to

s Two years
abroad as
‘missionary |

things for themselves. S0
two years doing something

for others
harm,” she explained.

only doing

WilL i

British puppeteers doing a
show in Malvern. He started
making puppets. and gave his
first and subsequent shows
with this man's help.

] think the attraction is the
little miniature world that one
can control while giving
pleasure 10 other people,” he
said.

Mr. Hayward takes his show

to schools, Ww.1s and Rotary
Clubs in Staffordshire.

a

TR ILr v T TS

Feor 167k

won't do any

various parts AN T
Shadow puppets (see€ picture
below) came from the Far
East where cut outs were
made of hide leather or paint-
ed and shown when the sun
shone through a screen, very
old marionettes: made of clay
and terracotta had been found
in Egyptian pyramids; early
tribes had puppets. and the
Chinese an
elaborate rod

puppets.

SHOW

_giaolicas of the Crown
' retobeonshow
pgield 3
i while
#® home, the Tower g
of London is closed for
ppairs. . 3
The replicas pelong 10 B
Bthe Church of

ge= Children’s
display

e ¥
s funds. 1t will be several B
y can be

e "
Midlands § :
Mr. D. :

Bl manager for Nancy L

field would be the 0
place where 1 3.
could be seen thi

Catholic Volunteer is- -
sionary Movement. Ehe is After reading about the
924 - years - old Miss post, advertised in a
Jacqueline ebb of Hamley _Catholic newspaper, Jackie,
Cottage Farm. - with the other volunteer
Jacqueline, 2. former missionaries being sent
pupil of St. Joseph's School, overseas, attended a month’s
Rugeley and St. Joseph's course in London _ im
Convent School,: Stafford, . November. She has just
will work at a Kitale hospi- gained her Higher National replac
tal in Kenya as a trainee Certificate in Biology. " evens
% laboratory technician in Her.career history so far E Churcl
. gynaecology- Her stay wil makes fascinating reading. 3 day —
) Tast two years. She has had three jobs: - § ward
} - She will have to take a firstly in the quality control . § the co
. pathology test which in- laboratory of a Brereton 4 The
} volves analysing . blood electrical engineers, until 3 sharec
? and urine samples from ex- they closed down five years * -9 childr
; tant mothers; and train ago; then for a year at Har- o -4 show
_? an African girl to take over well Atomic  Energy . ' .3 their
} from her ‘when she leaves. esearch Establishment as fiance behind! | 1 vices.
t  Jackie is also expected to  an analytical chemist; and - She met him while they 4 - s : ; The
Y set a “good example” as a finally for  Berkshire Wer® both  amalytical § " 7 r FR . Cn i duche
§ non - preaching 1ay mis- - Agricultural Research t‘hfmiSlS at Harwell. oo s T e R ,L Rev. L
} sionary. Council for four years doing: ', ‘He is not very sympathe- o . R Tt - d Mrs,
3 «] am going for lots of soil micro - hiology and tic with this kind of thing * KIS 3 ) organ
? reasons, but mainly because plant physiology. put he knows its what I {0 = .» : L oy LAl
! jt seems such 2 rat race in _ One black spot marring want to do. I shall probably . - - o the
? this, oy and people go her overseas stay is that y when 1 come back, _ Mrs.
' Jackie will be leaving her Jackie added. s AT

P i m—.n..mmﬂ-ﬂ
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Council to safeguard Ice Age relics

Protecting . local features 2 \
which date back mere cen-

turies is peanuts to Colton
Parish Council. This week
they set about saving four
relies from the Ice Age...or
are there just three now?

Colton villagers often pass
them but few probably even
notice them and very fewcan
know their purpose. To those
who have, please don't write
them off as four useless
stones plonked down at the
four corners of the small
hump backed bridge.

Having been around for up
to 600 million years, they are
perhaps entitled to look a lit-
tle sorry for themselves as
they slowly sink below the
surface. They may have been
stepping stones at the ford
before the bridge was built
.and then were used to stop
cartwheels getting too close
to the bridge walls.

.-Miss D. Landor, president
of Rugeley’s local* history
society, says the stones were
identified as relics of the Ice
Age by a-leading geologist,
Professor F. Bonney who
lived at Colton House. The
parish council will now raise
them to their Tformer glors
and search for the .miss
fourth one.

SIPSW, cucumber, gerk

kad fruit, a berry which is liRe
a large raspberry, avocados,
s (these have to be
grown with a male and female
tree side by side, but only one
produces edible fruit), pineap-
ples, some other strange .round
vegetables, a kind of spinach,
passion fruit, fig, etc.

'g 1 International
EZHamley n. . e " cor ' “I

as sent us a_j

As in many of these
farmhouses they seem to live in
8 a kind of expensive shabbiness.

ved from he i LAZY ARVESTING | Everything needs painting and
hiacqu\;hq ‘t Eldoret | was left | ; | furniture is old (it's :'.mcu“ t:;
en a mis- or ; also grows comm i . When dinner

' Kenya for [ Wwrong school, but the '; ir rmaize for l:gorlsumption. “is g::ve:et;?e}poor servant does s0
eals in some master and mistress (mt t?‘-e M harvested with a combine which many trips round the table
of life lived [ twenties) kindly took me ttime @ he converts. If it is badly laid serve everyone in the rigl
- communit { right place. It was the fl;"" tim 4 the women workers' go round order that the food’s nearly ¢8
cts f Y | could talk openly about MY agorwards to pick up the cobs. @ pefore you get it!
b ;0m the %;:pnse at th:p rlfsz:d I"i:;opeans. b Jt is possible }o pose & t|l11 5 n;:aiz: "

- ey were su e while it is still green, then han WICTORIAN'
Eldoret we saw The following “"“"“"lg ! goﬁ‘z harvest, if it is laid or to prevent v ]
t by. the time | _taxi from the market place. too much coming ready at once. B8  you'd never believe the Vic- .
Mograph them quite an experience — YOU ar® £ 4 s p,5ked "by ‘machine or torian rules of living these

Ne also saw a

e side of th packed in like sardines and have . § o4 3ng cleaned. The chaff
side 0o e

i e brought with them.
to get out each time they drop % .an be burnt to produce a really le hav g

One doesn’t have a meal at any.

uite common. someone off. It cost 6s. forover § S 0 " - or used for charcoal. 16 dossn’t have & e and ons |

:’eho::“l’o ﬁ: 2;:“ 'i:,e sr}.e“lmmc;"u::ﬂ:: E“ilt ei:t %tr.ound finely the cattle ?annot |:m;:;:e and Tage"::rl:as:tl: N g
' stri i . . caus

ren worse, The woven string bag | bought in They are trying to grind it to a cuppa L

would haye to do it.

ronged with B8 Rugeley because she Kept § . ci.” hita basic powder for | mtodol o
hve o proveg POk o1 .ftmnlmg. but o § commercial use in some places. .} coz:‘:ey. though they send their §i3
s %e‘s Psed to this. t n- He (er Rose) let me EO_up on ¢ children to expensiw schools in P

This weekend | wont 10 or. § the combine to see it harvested |F28] England. The Roses are very

agricultural development cOr- ¥ -/ 4 400k me to see it sacked : h and | think their
* poration farm run by the Roses. § o4 4hen on to the dairy farm. s t::; g\norkel's like them a
e whie: tl?:;c:;g:i They noed shout four acres of | oy
originally, wher :r 5 _per cow. He has aboiit '
% _French, and he is a Scot. They §-2 mflking animals. They are
get paid a set f'%‘-"e soif he has | ;i ave outside, except if they
a good season he doesn't get a | 5p "oaiving heifers or young
bonus. He says the farm pays | cgives. He grows and harvests
well. | think .it's about | orags and wheat. They grow on
10,000 acres. - ) rough looking grass in clumps
He grows maize mainly — | o rows too. It looks very green §
seed maize has to be sown t\“o} in comparison to the rest at this
mﬂmmh‘“m‘“ time of year. It has to be cut
the other. It then pollinates and 4 +0 "nrevent it getting too

asw't cut out for the §
nd | only find it funny &
ted on. They would 20 R

% sleep in the afternoon and.2
Pwént for a walk. | saw lots,
} ml;:lis 'ofbm\!ariou_s_.lsoﬂs, '
are . huge 3+ Als0 B
squirreigs which look-like ol
grey ones, but | don't think they
riimmh treas v
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) 'ln{ey meil al vdionu .- th N . TN

age fete, near Rugeley, on e Rev. L. Sapsford,
sSaturday, where eight- ' ducted. a short Spesisfgé ;
year-old Estelle Palfrey . the enrolling member M'rsa ?;d

pictured, was lining up for ; 4 Vernon W
§ a fancy dress parade. !Speaker, Mrs.egog:l? of 'IERE
Mr Secombe is rector at -1 Newlands, Colton. SRR V:

R Hanwell in Middlesex and Mrs. Ball talked about and

. o

related to the wife of Col- ialso displayed

ton’s rector, the Rev. |. ‘ collection .;.32 Sta'}?;rd'f.ge Oown

Laurie Sapsford. - pottery. Shire farmes
The meeting turned out -  Mrs. Ball also gave a fough

to‘be_lucky for Estelle, of ' :colourful account of h ”ﬂ"

Blithfield Park Farm — .. recent visit to Aust l,ef for O

she won a first prize. . Wwhere, on the outward 51&? with
Organisers are hoping ney she stayed at Bangkok d |

. for a few days. Both talks

to raise more than £1,000 I Ty
pwere much enjoyed by-all.

to pay for urgent repairs
to stonework at the vil-
church of St Mary. ;'
dancers from the
. village of A r ]
ey gave a disg &

.

n g . Colton is going to pro--
R, E P ani “test about the section of"
S WA . .. the Staffordshire County ...
e i " Structure Plan which they :
St I believe will affect the =
villa%le; .
Although the diagram of |

the plan is ‘not detailes‘l_...;'j
enough for parish councillors | -

T TEsEER
& 2320 & to know exactly how Colton | -
[] E 4--2 D . s T
g _8%9EE3EE will be affected, it does show |
g 23 wael> 5. proposed development north *
8 & EESgEB'E of the River Trent.
- 0 4o 22 - On the diagram it appears ..
E £E5E8- 5By o that Colton is covered by an .
2 »h m-ﬂ.gg.,-:é-g . orange circle signifying a . -
2% SuZ et .8 proposed “housing develop- ..
g @ T o :2 o = ¥
S EgP ™ sSg”8 ment for 10,000 to 15,000 .7
2SEGS =2¢ 48 8 ple. . The development | .
sE8s T 8wsE2 s would apparently be an ex-
sg°cgsee= g5 tension of Rugeley. )
SERE_= S 3 Parish councillors decided
e xRS _EFE "'-"’5;‘5 . on Friday to protest in writ-
(=] =) [ -y E o , 2 :
S EgSZg8ey o N8 and attend . the. public :
= %g .o g S et meeting.to be held later this .~
oS .E-E £23° EE% year to hear objections to the -
= BMESS T -
§gp£:§§§i<§ : hope they will be able -
es 4 EzEE & |- &1 their point of view i~
: t their objections to
" i £ another prote
eL80 R O, !
S 5%%"& 3-"8—*1""; at\mn.
55EES S -~
20352 U2, |
Ry =o |
LTSS S EY
Socn2 25283 '
W DS ™ “wua ] J
= 2o s a"
= 3 b= - .
283458 2735
L} {C0 - i
w B e w BoOpE .
- = B g-ﬂ'.?’ g 1 “:; -
gw3 EL £33° i
o= f2d alexw 3
$2e8cs Pea
-l - .
So==Z & °SEgs3
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2 &= OB~
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living at Colton), Ew
Jones (Hednesford)
Brown Owl Miss Alic
Thomlins, Colton Guid
Captain and Divisione
Commissioner Mrs
Maud - Oldham, Am
Farley, May Grimley
Win Webb, Nora
Hawkins. Middle row
: gubriel PLutz, Bl:llm:i
oper, Peggy Bloo:
-£—E6¥;cg Ali¢
rendlgbur\;, Lily Pre?
on. Front _row: |
Devalle, 3,,.0.__..,&
Marion Webb,
- #Bloor and A
1§, Grimley

Thirty years ago this B T OSSR
week, Colton gardeners
were digging their own

contribution to the war
effort,

For on Saturday, Sep-
tember 16, 1944 most of
the village turned out for “A
Grand Vegetable and Agri- ¢
cultural Produce Show'"
:;:&h raised more than co Wi

“to send Comforts to 3 " GRAND

the Young Men and Girls 7 g

p I.t. m‘wlf ]
from Colton who have join- -
ed the Fighting Forces, in | y
recognition of the services |

they are rendering for us

all.” .
. 1 g A, FELD RN IO ARG RO,
One of the main organis- ‘§0n SATURDAY. SEPT. 16th. ‘ 944‘

[ ers of this show, and others | TS OAPETTION. Honsemt
before it, was Mr. Charles | b
Robinson who himself “‘dug
up' specially for the
‘Times' one of the original
posters from the wealth of
family mementoes kept at
his home in Colton Road.

Mr. Robinson, who as a

Tty st resins oneee [} SR R B Rotary’s Dutcl

Lnterest in local history —

0 years ago he submitted

The English summer lived up to

L picture which led us to their auctioneer Mr. A. v " - G isi this
; i b joneer Mr. A. V. We are hopeful th ris who visited Rugeley this \
'?;sof bgﬁow ﬁtarfhbf?c" 3’? on, still living at Trent  recent won;rg};ut; stu?:iégg ’ Dulf:nsg's.:holten van Aschat and Roed
rted in lgﬁ‘;efmhe sro(}?t': ailey. _ achieved by the membersof. ;. -~ ' ' - to England through a Rotary internat
Fong into the Golton . ALL SERVICES will make. ‘ ‘They spent a week as Stafford an
bl SE lﬂ:’elfare ;unz on Ser- Mr. Robinson says the this perhaps the LAST . _ J ended their stay with a week at the he
hn® . profits were kept in the appeal before the enemy is in Etching Hill Road. .
1) Fund and distributed to finally defeated. The Com. : _ They take home with them two i

prithough memories are their local servicemen and mittee trust that i H i rprise —
i ou will, b hich might come as a.surpri
owed, Mr. Robinson re-  women when they returned. your genemusy,‘ 5upporg = o :nd the a%'nount of unspoilt, open c

ghvbers ‘kbe strong sup- make this occasi i - ' C f
T s i : onab ! id Roelie, a student nurse from
1 show received, Obviously by September- “THANK YOU" to our s.;f : _ Ensg?a?'ld is cheap generally, special

gom some far- 1644 the villagers were in vice friends for a job

no doubt about a quick done,” laii
F d also finish to the war. er - Procime

a bit more. | d?dala.;n more than nur
much as | would like.

And Lous, who is taking a secre
said: “You are concerned over here
it is not nearly a bad as Holland. We
over the Horse Shoe Pass and we W

In Holland there is just nowh

completely alone.”
#ik.388: picture Roelie Wilms and |
b rain with Mrs. Muriel Evs
ident of Rugeley Rotary
donkeys.

X

Reginald Hunt, of Mill
Hoguse. Great Haywood,
and June Sargeant, of The
Rectory Farm, Admastod,
Rugeley, married at St
Leonard’s. Church,
Blithfield.

Picture: James Browne.




d crisis’ |
A
ssible

risis, a food crisis could be the
tish people have face if Britain

ngly dependent on imported §

cal farmer said this week.

a pig
amour
| vice
3ritish
‘edera-
ing on
ress at
ople to

I usual system should be
bypassed.

“Now we have put the
facts before those who

‘control the farming in-

dustry in no uncertain
terms. It is the housewife

ig pro- who will lose out if there

1d the
*  the
take

t few
ation’s
' Mr.
eeting
e Sha-

gricul-
e Fat-

D - Ope-

was
pating
Froups
1 over
N pig
t they
ven if

: fede-
ports

- like the oil crisis.

is no pig meat. We have
made an impact and we
have been’ heard,” Mr.
Price said.

IN LONDON

This weekend Mr. Price
and his federation col-
leagues will be in London
to find out what the new
Labour Government in-

. tends to do about the pig

industry.

Mr. Price believes the -}

British farmer should be
encouraged to produce all
the food he can:

“At the moment this
country -spends
- million on 1mported food:
British farmers could cut

that bill by £600 million to §
£1,000 million. We should ¥

be as indepenent andself
sufficient as we can,” Mr.
Price said.

If the farming industry
was allowed to to decline
and more foed imported, a

foreign country could g

easily put up food,
and creat anothe

£4,000 §

l

Colten is to start rallying its troops-in an
effort to halt thé steadily marching threat of

rural developmgnt.

At a recent County
Structure Plan meeting
members of Colton Parish
Council heard how a pro-
posed housing  develop-

. ment, catering for about

4,000 people, is to take
place north of the Trent
at. Rugeley:

The new development
would bepart of yet. more
expansion in the ‘Rugeley
area.

Though the exact loca-

tion of the land to be built
on has not been revealed,

all the way.

No matter where the
,developments take place,
they will certainly be in
the Colton parish.

A main Colton argu-
ment against the develop-
ment will be the loss of

¢ valuable agricultural land

in the area.

“We must kee as much
agricultural land for food
possible, with | the
juntry in the state it is at
moment,” said Coun-
g™J. C. Price, a former

by John Upton

village resident.

“Just to say ‘I don’t
want people living near
me’ isn't enough. We
don't want the develop- .
ment and the loss .of
land,” he said.

It was Suggested at Fri-
day’s Colton Parish Coun-
cil meeting- that the pro-
posed development could

" easily have taken place on
Colton will be flghtmg it

some of the derelict waste

~_land between Rugeley

and West Bromwich. This.
also would in many ways
be more convenient, be-
¢ause these areas are
nearer the main centre of

Councillor Price also
said Rugeley ought to be
satisfied with the devg-
lopments that have been
completed so far.

“Rugeley cannot ex

pand anymore due to its §

location,” he said.

The pansh council also f

ter’'s approach hv  fa1

on \' PI (I . '
to fight
d&VElOpmenf

it

complained that Colton
would no longer be a
small picturesque village
if expansion took place,
but more like a town.

Farmers local to Colton

have already agreed to
help in the fight, and it is
likely that a petition will
be drawn up by the farim-
ers as well as the Colton
residents.
=+ Letters will also be sent
.to. the Ministry of Agri-
culture and the National
Farmers Union, asking
them to confirm the
ml:ullty of the land.

“The farmers will
‘stand in the gateway
They will support us on
the grounds that it will be
" uneconomic o start a riew
town of 4,000 people in an
area which is totally un-
suited for this purpose,”

said Councillor Price.

Members of the parish
council are to be chosen tg
represent agriculty
—the village.:

L] -

Family Care |
Deanery presiding§
B-member Mrs. A. Davies |

4 was the guest at Blithfield ;
3 Mothers’ Union meeting.
Y She spoke about the Over-
seas Conference which she |
attended recently. 3

It was announced the
i .October whist drive raised §
£10 for the Lichfield
Diocesan Family Care As- §
| sociation. This has be

handed to the Bisho
\ Lichfield.

feasters

Wheelers ang stealers |
+ « + gulls herald win-




L C.Mm“’ are complammg the ultimate  impros ement

Residents of High Stree

that a statement made by 2 county council spokesman  pome.
s “imaccurate” and “shows a dilatory attitude” towards “ine d id all it THE grazing cow is soon
2 sed improvement. scheme. e department dic aft : )
propo g could, that was possibic, at of’ti;'ke])' to become a thing
the time,” he suid. e past on a Stafford-
shire farm carrying one of

Taev say they zave d strip
. ¢ lanyj to the county council

~x the understanding that a
aek retaining wall was butlt

- T he council to held back
e euTid banks.

wow a spokesman for the
| geud< and Bridges Depart-
mes: at  Uttoxeter has said
[ese retaining walls are for
the individual houseowners to
aend to.

M- L WL Doughtv of
11:24 Streel saig he received
a srzned agreement from the
couniy council about April,
196x which read: “the county
anct] agree (0 subsequently
e-ec: on the improvement
lime. a brick retaining  wall
approx.mately 6ft. high; such
2 au.. to become mb property
asd cesponsibilits when salis-
TR M LY compieted.”

“TIMES' STORY’

An agrcemeiny Was signed by

them, dedicating several vards The spokes it 1 '
' : spokesman said he did the to : sehial
p British -Friesian

from cach front garden. free, | not know the agreemen N
& . K ay ¢ had | :
referred (he herds in the West Midlands.

?‘it u nr:‘ﬁ 1;:'1(11)31;};;“:1&1}1111"5\ lrh ¢ | been made and 3
AQunc ld a brick re | matter s - sur- ,
{aining wall as soon as pos- '3131\{:.?3_ étp.:ﬁ;wﬁ’um-‘ as M‘Fogohthec farm’s owner,
cible. . (We note from your i ) : ing t n C. Price, is look-
report that the money  Was A snokesman  at that de- mg{ 0 the day when his
allocated in the 196970 esti- | parment  said there was @ k ire pedigree herd will be
mates). «cheme prepared for this work ept indoor throughout the
“We cannot, therefore, under- within the next 14 dayvs when year.
stand  the attitude  of the | plans would go to the county b Already, a huge cotel has
council  spokesman in this | valuation officer for him 1o een erected om his Bella-
matter, We would also like | open negotialions for the OUr, Lodge Farm, on the
(o poing out that there is an | necessary sequisition of land. ?U_tsk_'n'l'ls of Rugeley, with
ureent need for a footpath | 0—— his in mind.
Said Mr. Price: “If I
do decide to keep the

along the whole ieneth of the
High Sireet.”
FA“_‘J- i\:h—l- R. Rooke of No, herd in all the time this
15 said: “As an owner © building will present no
PO o vigening sheme s e T
SE 5 ¢ . ] ildi
[ can only reiterate in the gg.g;he ‘building, 180ft. bv
strongest terms the feelings | hous in size, currently
expressed inoyour article on i b tse_s 80 cows in cubicles.
this subject made by other L;J‘Ié"ﬁm“ numbers will rise
owners of property affected. et and ultimately to 200
“1n  addition, however, beli a figure Mr. Price
must take issue with the rve- ,“eve?? makes for , an
ported swatement that ‘the re- | onomical milking unit.
taining walls are for the in- By the start of this
dividual  houseowners Lo summer automatic feeding
artend to.” In fact, the land arrangements, which hé\m
concerned has been dedicated alveady  been  installed
and g¢iven up, including the dewn the centre of the
Joped banks, to the County building will be linked to
Council, part of which same : haylage tower, m-‘a-te-fﬁaa].
asreement  provided that the d from  which, it is antici-
Council are to erect a retain. P?tf’d, should easily pnb-
approximately  six i vide maintenance plus ome
to 13 gallons for the COWS.
At the moment, feeding 13
by hand.
By turning to an all - the
- year - mound indoor &ys-
tem, Mr., Price would be
able to eliminate severe
damaging to his grassland
during the summer, which
occurs with the paddock
grazing cu rrently practised

23,

Afer reading a fromy pase
oy in last week's “Times”
o a4 Lwo vears delay in
“arung a foorpath and road
w dening scheme and unsatis-
faotory  temporary regrading
-f the banks, which they
Jleae <till made the road @
fmess and a pntemle.'l danser
to their children, 11 High
Qireey residents Wrotes “We
vefer to vour repoert on the
Jtate of the High Sireet, Colb
ton, and lo the reported
statement of @ spokesman for
the Roads and Bridges Depart-
ment. thay “the retaining walls
are for the individual aouses
awners o atend ro.”

In 1967, a complaing was
sent to this department, rte-
aarding the dangeroug state
of this strip of Hich Strect.
An on-site meeting  with
Councillor Riley, Councillor
Hardcastle  and engineers
from the Roads and DBridges
Department Wis held. At this
meeting the householders con
pasued were adviseq that
. o the high costs of
M dcning, the quickest

h pet these banks
o was 1o dedicate
1 Lo the council.

g all the undersigned
gl ders eed to, do

ing  wall
feet high.
“1 feel therefore, that the
banks and retaining wall run-
ning parallel to the road
frontase are Very much the
council's |'E?i[';0'l‘l.5.ih.'.|'il)".
aGuch appurently jnaccurale
«tatements  from presumably
responsible spokesmen do
nothing to dispel the local §
fecling that the council has §
shown nothing but 4 com- on the facm.
pietely dilatory attitude  to- « 1 would be able to treat
wards the whole Toag  m- my grass purely as a cro‘
provement scheme.” e'it{'ler zero grazing it c‘f;.
putting it in { ' ”
COUNCIL VIEW PRUEORIE i e tower,” he
i Th Y % 5 ;
The spokesmad for the with pea?d;,gkmgr;l;“bt that
p : = . pa~ -azing thers
Uttoseter Roads and Bridges is a terrific spoiiage of
department  said  the ' S grass, with zemo g“éz%ng o
done at the time was @ haylage you have a ver
o (emporiry nature, not oe elficient means of bfrngun“é
e grazing to the cattle,” he

added.
SLURRY

. Tc.wttfi"‘r sterage is, how-
ver, the melhod M: rd
o egt. thod Mr. Price
* The trouble with zero
grazing,” he eays “is that
vou still have to brimg the
grass in fmcm the fields
8 cveryday.”
b And the idea of having {o
do this dces not particu-
larly appeal to M. Prore,

.Prige and M:r. Ha

cne cub.cle &
and 9
gain four
he szid.
One pred’om -
tered when ne
first wenl ..
1t was noticer
tended to go m
the head of tr
lie down and
find they could
they could not
To prevent

a breast rz.. 23
head of the c.

ﬁarm|

unfertunats v,
!tha't‘ wh
iritia] proo

THE: &
The bu. -
entirely
erzcled by
seccd-h
and gailw
Price esti
be half o
male for a .
same s.ze. )
A n:
probably

cost of the =11 ..
It is now 11
Mr. Price
Bellamour L
At that time
had only a
Dutch barn
for 20 cows,
Exita &=, .1%:
couTie, s .ok

3 4 1

for nis plan
should provide W

P L |




With thanks and appreciation to

The Cooper familg

for allowing us to copy their scrap book



