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“Ghristmas Day of last year there came into the Blith-
J figld Hall, home of Lord and Lady Bagot a baby girl.
Wednesday she was christened Caryl Rosemary i the 11t
| C i rch. e :
century village s py | When Messrs. Blkes, of Uttoxeter,
The baptism was performed BY|made a wedding cake for Princess
| tne Bishop _of Shrewsbily, the | Margaret they baked some extra

t Right Rev. W. A. Parker, assisted | cakes  from the same mixture,

foy the Rector Of Colton and | S5.5 the christening cake was the

Blithfield, the Rev. A tanley | 1ash remainm% one. It was decor-

b i Towlson, Nof since 1864 almost 2| itoq with yellow roses entwined
AT T Sl coNticy, had a Bagob baby DEeD|ywith blue Tibbond, and in_the

Lady Bagot drawing one of the prize-winning _tn_:_k__ets from ibaptised in this churcﬁx. e centre was the l_ettenng: Caryl
ancient butter-churn. Also in the pioture are Lord Bag mggdgaga%%“sﬁ?%ﬁ be called, 15 R‘g?ma}l‘g. fﬁesﬁg, g}:j{,)t =
and the Rev. A. S; Towison. about seven months old. and it 15 |7 O 536 &saia: « BEaEONd Hall

T e intended t0 celebratbahies bl'rthda.y has been deseribed as ‘the stately
e tmas Day, Which Was NeT | )56 thap is homely.’ ” Tt was this

B Blithfield i i iR o
' : which has nob been used for BeATH | siaved here in 1043 ARC which
: - e ted | P06 us decide to buy back the

100 years, has
| Hall and gardens and live here.
“She has brought UuS EIeat| “uyrost gpeuple who knew the

: - LT : for Cara.
" . 1
: . nappiness, and we hope she Willl, . o then would have said We
ChurCh ' blll D equally © happy” said Lady|gee” mad; everything logked 5¢
: : | Bagot tsmal service, the | bopelessly decayed and 0¥~

8

agot.
After the bap Tt has been @ hard Stfigents
: | suests of Lord and Lady Bagot. in- |16, Das Deen B o and
OVER £300 was raised for Blithfield Church Restora cluc{tisxtllg bx{;el.- ﬁgerg%tncr%smf;t%m ;}-}3 ‘gr“;gl}gg‘{e keeping it ali |
s : 1 rish, gers, : i e .
e s o ionge el e s (RS O gl e
: ! : agot. There wajihroug e rose garaei
] \ reia Hall, where they ¢
;‘ggg{-d atter_x_dance, due probably to the general desire noalth and sampled CH
C people  to ‘meet Lord and Lady Bagot before thig cake. de Bt
depart for.a visit.to Australia and before the sale of thThe cake had a special
* A-draw, for which- the 16 prize-T S
winning _tickets® were drawn by the westry Toof has been completed
Lord and Lady Bagob alternately, by Bridgman’s, ‘and the repair ol
snd’ by Mrs: A. S. Towlsen, was the chancel roef; now in the'hands —  —
srganised by the treasurer, Mr. G. of Charles Brothers, of . Abbots ;
Eiimvetl;lon' 3&- '-Nfgebgnmf“m' Bromley, is nearly complete. -
aston, and rea 6 of 3 R S Mo Ao
R L B e A e I g has to be done to the
Rector, -the Rev. ‘A. S. Towlson nave floor; and the organ regulres
and the tickets were contained in attention. In addition, the heating.
an ancient butter churn which was | 55 S;Eff‘g dhas to be extended. and
energetically spun by two young L o e s -
gitls, June Lucas and Elizabeth .Outside, there Is need for an
Cooper. == 2 - : ixtvr%nsgn ttg %ua burial gr?iu-hd, and
The 1 e .- |Lord Bagoi has conveyed a strip
and‘guypggﬁfdgr ggfﬁtsn 5 t&? p‘;l;ll‘;lg of land to the church for.this pur-
et Jand. tha admission 1o the | build It s Gnercioresmecessary o8
1all, which, together with the -ag::l toare%?(\;;rehtﬂzklbygﬁgatzeu%gﬁgg
coffee and biscuits, was given to | task e .
R Fulihy ony Baso tomued| S ©° TPt 10 T A
e i . | The newly-formed choir is fo be
0 Sopeet BERE s bekm, sof o sted oL YU LT s e
e T O e B L s oy s hopie they
several thousand _pounds, th ordered. The Rector is hoping thiey
T i e |will have arrived in time for the z
S mes.” | harvest festival .services. :
stonework,| The: population of Blithfield "’%‘
2,000. RoOf |-parish, - comprising. : leld T o vi
Already | Bbout 500, saecasban 3 B llage c
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Gon Church of Englandhool provide this happy picture which also shows
rad. Below: Musicians jthe making. The pupils are concentrating on
‘Mtering the recorder—; @an easy instrument to play. e

e and girls attending
hgss:hool in the hackg

THE dwindling
years has ne
rural schools, bi
Colton. On the ¢
next two or thre
will increase fro
- Situated -on  th
Colton school is o
bhuildings the visitol
ing the village fron
@ sizeable building
nearly 100 years—olc'l
classrooms and a
under one roof.
‘But there are big
school's developme

- master, Mr. D, E, ¥

“Times” this week
Waters has _ambi
school, of which he
master in Sepiembe
a few changes ha
Money has been Sp
the infants’ room
addition of a “
This the pupils hay
“ Conlton House .

than 100 yards fror
Elm Cottage, Colton
with his wife and
son. A native of th

‘he finds village life

from that of indus
which he is mor
However he views |

* for ‘the befter, for b

wife like their new
i v

Smaller (

Having taught in’
many as 1,000 childi
feels that in soms
smaller schools have

favour. At Colton,
there are at pres

divided into three

means thaft each
fewer than 30 chl
with. .

-But their ages vs

‘Waters teaches the

11-plus. Mrs. D. R. |
Hayward, has the
with children aged
and nine, and Mus.
also lives in Colt
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_MR‘ and Mrs. Charles William
Cooper, of Eva’s Cottages,
49, High Street, Colton, celebrated
their golden wedding on Saturday
in the cottage to which they came
immediately after their marriage.

Mr. Cooper was born at Colton,
| and married Miss Alice Maud
| Marshall, of Wolverhampton, ab
'st. Andrew’s Church, Wchver-
hampton. He is Now 76, and his
wife is T1.°

A keen gardener, Mr. Cooper
worked for many years for Stokes
and Company (Tanners), Litd.
Rugeley. MIs. Cooper is a memm-
per of the Mothers' Union, the
| women's Institute, and the Village
Produce Guild at Colton.

They have a married son, Mr.
| oodinald ACobper.. who  lives at

# 7She gained the higl ,ess ‘ma
Cif the Birmingham Local Cenli

yhen ste passed a4 preparatony
examination in 1959Wanda year 1
later she again took top marks in ]
the Midlands when passing a h

junior gr
Doroth

RUGELEY Urban Council park
attendants took advantage of
the thick ice covering Elmore
Park pool during the recent cold
spell, fo trim the trees and shrubs
which_overhang fhe water. They
are pictured above clearing away
the remaining deadwood with fhe
%}(c)ill kq{g a _boalrb. bl;lt tt:ne:y are again

Y in oots i
ol g eg s in the deep

Mr. B. M. Rollinson, engineer
and surveyor, told the “Times”
that the island looked untidy, and
two old trees had rotted and
fallen. The freezing of the pool
gave them an opportunity to lop
the overhanging branches and clear
away a lot of the old wood more
easily than if they had to work
from a boat. In the process they
have exposed a further 15 feet of
pool, for that is the extent to
which the foliage had encroached.

The workmen have not disturbed
the centre of the island too much,
as they do not want to discourage
the bird population. The council
is hoping fo acquire some orna-
mental ducks for the pool, in
which case a small “duck house” -
| will be erected in the centre. .
| 1t is reputed that the island W
: %_111331 sﬂ;fe of dthe original Hagl

) wooden buildi
about 1392. uldine ereql_

e

ade examination.
y's amb:tion? She wanis

e T e T e R Lo
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SPictured above are the 13 finalists who competed at the S
3 own Hall, Uttoxeter, on Friday evening for the honour
goming “ Miss Hixon ”. Below: Dr. T, Stack and his
rowning Miss Hammond, of Hixon, selected by the
s as the loveliest aspirant for the Hixon throne. Two
: lers-up in the finals look on admiringly—Miss Sylvia
e B ter (Colwich) and Miss Jennifer Capewell (Blithfield). }

: The picture below shows the choir who |
ucted by the Rector, tme - Rev. A. Stanley Towlson, at the Colto
Memorial. - =




PRICE: THREEPENCE.

SRR

: Pupils of Rugeley Grammar School have this week gi
“I O OL S highly successful performances of “ The Beggar’s O-pg:;e’!:
A WIM | and the picture above shows the gay tavern scene, A notice
am{i_-_,@ﬁqre pictures appear on the centre pages of this

DL-TARGET- A& ssue.
IS £5,000

f the ambitions of the
ter of Rugeley Grammar
dr. T. B. Smait, a Head-
Ball becomes a reality on

over for the evening by
Grammar Schobl:

with it is the Parents
jroject of an open-air
swimming pool for -the
The guild plans to raise
j[nd have the pool con-
in the quadrangle, where
gsily be connected to the
heating system.

pofits from the ball will’
ed to the swimming pool
i Major J. O'Neill,
fae guild, told fhe *
. (Friday) that
el

A

&

will Sul-ely B

ca ave to

state oy tolerate inge taken g
said. IS much. 1on oo

uld s%‘j'vg"{’gg that tho
0g difficulty. one ang-
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OLTON mothers are up in arms =
= conditions at the village school, and about iy
the delay in improving them. = : y
4 _The toilets are the main object of criticism, w;th. 0:’ :
~L crowding a close second. g
&>  Alderman John Oxford, S

e spreads 3
'BREST in the annual Hor

- Dance which has been per-
formed regularly at Abbots

AT

. chairman of the county edu- ‘Bromley for the past century.

Y cation committee, has sald‘i | ?ndhintgrn'éitteptly beforeithat
A tarte Or hundreds of years, continues

. "The .workb could beos aand to spread. This is probably be-

[, any time Dbetween now cause, with the advancement of

= 1971.” But villagers want travel, radio and television. it

“ & action now. is being brought. before ever-

Alderman Oxford agreed that the widening circles of people. The

: 3 school had beer on a County Coun- late Lord Bagot and Nancy,
- cil list for improvements since 1957, Lady Bagpt, his widow, did a

but explained that others had had lot to bring about the local

priorily. Tevival of interest and in 1951

“There has been plenty of talk provided the present costumes.

over the years, but nothing has}
been done to improve the place,”
said Mrs. F. M. Upton, of Heath-
way, Colton,

g neighbour, Mrs, A, Leek,
described the toilets as “dreadful’”
She also advocated a hot water.
systemn and a cloakroom where the
children could dry their clothes.

Up to date

“We were happy when we were
at schoo] there. but we have been
waiting a long time for it to be
brought up to date,” she said, =

Next door, Mrs. V. Collins, whose
four children have been to the
school, said she thought the toilets
were primitive. g

At 1, Mapor Way, Mrs, D.
Wisdom, who has a daughter at

the school, said: *“ If there are no
alterations soon the school may as|
~. well be pulled down.” = i
- Mrs, L. Deacon, a Stale Registered
urse.  whose nine-years-old  boy|
tends the school, "said: “It i
hocking to_think that in 1962 these
~horrible toilets should' still be i
; use.” oA

fe
S i

ST T

‘of Bbbots Bromley, custodian of

- A detailed history of the
dance is - given in ¢ Abbots
Bromley " written by Miss M.
A. Rice and published by Wild-
ings (Shrewsbury) in 1939. This
15 most likely out of print. but
the local booklet written by the
former Vicar of Abbots Bromley,
the Rev. A. R Ladell, has re-
cently been re-iSsued and can
be obtained in the village. It
was in great demand on Mon-
day by distant visitors.
Waliting at Blithfield Hall for
the. dancers to arrive about
midday, I heard that a suggest-
ion had been made that a radio-
carbon fest would settle for all
time the vexed question: “ How
old are the horns? ” They are
Teputed to be at least 1,000
years old and to be of domesti-
cated reindeer, which were
extinet in England before the
Conquest.
I was informed that the Viear

the horns, had refused permi

. for this to be carrie
“Mr. Payton later informe
e that no-one had made sue
2 request to him. “I would
- welcome a test being made to
determine their age,” he said.
~ Maybe something definite will
~out of the visit of the

E;Ze_e_r Section . of the Mamma

et el e P e e O ) e (2

e et it




Horn dance musician
Douglas Fowell

James
looks
on-for

KOR the ficst time for many
years, 75-years-old Mr.
James Fowell did not lead
the Abbots Bromley horn
dancers in their annual
ritual on Monday.
Instead, he watched dl i
40-year-old son, E.';.Errltﬂ.);‘n:lfF astolcl.\lli
his place as leader of the twelve
dancers keeping up the Fowell

family's 450- - i i
R year-old link  with

James -was -a ‘hern dan_i'.‘ef- for 68|

years before announcing his re-
tirement last

_n;_ll-health. month  through
is year there was a sli =
i;rture from tradi:ioi':g.ht o
lancers entertained old folk wh
g:gmalgyClar]l:e’s (ﬁascent, Abhotg
E , where Mr F
fives, OR ﬁ\’[onday ni 0: o

3 “EXTRA.

Tharke's Crescent is a new estate
containing old people’s  bunga-
Sows. The performance there was
8 addition to the usual one in

main part of the .villain;.
oWS

it is—starts from Abbots

Thg horn dancers step out at Blithfield ﬁ

the m
lm ue event—no-one
w Lhurch. The dancers

) selected to represent
Stafferdshire as delegate to the
annual meeting of the National
Federation of Village Produce

Mrs, Ravenscroft, who ineci-
dentally, is the
area correspond
as been selected to 20
don meeting as this
s been one
ver since the Colton guild was-
d and she became inter-
in the work done 1 by
village produce gnilds.

She has an a
attending this year because her |
Ruth, who has just

“pimes” Colten
ent, is gratified

of her ambitions,

dded interest in

and is still on holi-

-day in the Scilly Isles. has won
a prize in 8 national compe-
tition run by the Federation.
She expects to receive the prize
on her daughter’s behalf, today.
Ruth’s entry was a 1,000-word
out Cannock Chase in
tition designed to find
articles suitable for publication
in “Village Life.” She failed to
win the challenge cup this fime,
ut is receiving a consolation

It is indeed an honour fto
olton Guild that an official
be selected to represent

nty. Buf this guild has
- dork a tremendous amoun _of

work for the co

Cooke,
G. E. |

“Nancy
Smith,

H. Toy,
Mr. A. J.
Mr. J.
Smith and Mr.
Atkin.

Mr. J,
Bnaot,
J. H. Toy,

Mrs. A. &,

i€
5]
S
1884
i
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@ Pretty 18-year-old
Joan Randles helps
herself to some roast
at Colton barbecue

on Friday.

“»

o

@® Colin George gets
own. to carving the
‘at Colton barbe-

¢‘!f;le‘, on Friday.

i = 1

The barbecue, fete and two
' dances, held at Bellamour Hall
Farm, the home of Mr, J. C, Price,

m Village hall fund
gets £150 boost

(JOLTON’S biggest ever

function — a  two-day
event on Friday and Saturday
— Wwas a great success.

raised a profit of about £150 for
the Vill?;ge hall modernisation fund.

Mr. F. Hardcastle, chairman of
the organising committee, said: “Big-
Ber towns and organisations could
take a leaf out of our book., We
have had the co-operation not only
of the committee, but of the whole
village.”

And the only disappointment—
apart from the bad weather—was
for the Colton women's tug-of-war
team. No-one accepted their “We'll
take on any women'’s team” chal-
]enﬁe_ which was to have been a
highlight of S

nis

Me

S
eC
Mr

Pat
for

Chii
ar

Kay:

Maciinden 4 Mrs Shaw,

turday’s fete. S

bieycle race: 1 Mr R
L Jones, 3 Mr G Watts.

Comig
show, Wendy, owned by 12-year-oldila;
Ivyn Collins. Tug-o"war: I, Canel
nock Wood Colliery: 2

tossing

busta bulloon, Miss I
Collins; krazy kitchen Janet Jones,
John

olton Youth

Constant rain forced Saturday’s
events into the marquee, although
stallholders bravely stayed outside,
John Newbold gave his “Beppo the
clown” act after opening the fete,
and Captain Flemming’s “Naughty
Cal” chimpanzees scored a big hit.

On Friday the barbecue and ance
drew a crowd of 1,200. A whole
pig was roasted on a spit; hundreds
of sausages were served zand there
Wwere two dance bands, Amonﬁ the
more unusual attractions were bout-
ing on the nearby lake and tossing
the sheaf

Results: Decorate¢ pram: 1 Helen
Wyatt,  Willow Pattern; 2 Susan
Wisdon, English Country. Garden; 3
Paul Devalle Button and Bows; 4
Pearl Haynes, Ear Moce Feuit,

Children of the following iadies won
prizes in the baby show: 1 Mrs | E
Wyart, 2 Mes Leck, Mrs™ A
i Tossing ths
: Michael Reay. Colwich,

slow  bieyele cace, 1 Miss
thleen Norman, 2 Mrs Peppy Ban-
ter, 3 Mrs E King, Gent.'s slow
Wisdon, 2 Mr.

Bellamoun |

Pony riding, Mr. [ W.
Ke: footbali, Colton Youth- Cluby.

the sheaf, Me R Evans| | ‘leo
R Grimley; bowling for lamb, Miss |
Martia and Mr J Jones;
Piz, Mr B Betson

ialtho ders:

and Mr N Pelton;
Marrin ai2 Miss

1 Foster. "Colin  Serzeant,  and
istopher Hibbs: coconut shie: Terry
lin and Christopher Buckley; darts,
1 Club; sweets,  Miss ‘g
ning; clothing, Miss 1) Cooper an
Jackson: penn roll,
Mr Yeomans; |~

E(:Brg E g:ﬂu'ﬂ L=l o K B KR

B g 2 141’?{. ﬁllcn to
= hicycle race; 1 Birry Peake -
2 Vernon Notman. o Antndnyy Wingf o o
Women's

bowlig (+




Rrook St Rugeley

Diversion “lesser
of two evils’

AFTER a long discussion at the meeting of Colton Parish

eral

Scrivener,

Council, members agreed to support the action of their ATt ang ¢
chairman, Councillor F. Hardeastle, in agreeing to a diver- gt
sion, suggested by Lichfield Rural Council, of the footpath heraldry,

part

b

the Trent Valley Station.

A letter from the rural council
was read by the clerk, regarding
a site visit made by a sub-com-
mittee.

Councillor Hardcastle said he
agreed to their suggested plans for
a diversion as ‘“the lesser of two
evils.,” He told the parish council
that he had made it clear to the
rural ecouncil that he was not
speaking for the parish in voting
for their plan.

Councillor R. Morrall said he
was strongly against any diversion
of fthe path. He thought the
people of Colton should be allowed

: Le girl stands at Globe Corner. Could she h --']lfl?zeg_se the path they had always
wescen the flow

.

t a meeting of Colton Paro-_"
}al Church Council, the Rectory
» Bev. A, S. Towlson; announce
st the family of the late M#E.

W. Cooper, church clerk, pro-
fed to give a stained-glass win-
@ for the baptistry, in his
*mOoTY.

is has been designed by Mr.
nzl. Buss, a London architect,
o is an axpert in stained-glass,
hen the design of the proposed
sdow was shown to fhe members,
. were agreed that it was an
t work of art.

of traffic round the roundaboutiand He was the
down the by-pass? iy

et, Rugeley, half a century ago. The hurry
2 of modern day traffic was stilt @ thing of

only dissentient
o\ when Councillor L. Mellor’s pro-

) Iposal, that the action of the chair-
| man be supported, was carried.

,é bj The “Times” reported last week
that Lichfield Rural Council had
, decided that the diversion at
#Rydal Farm should be to the line
between fthe existing farm road
which passed through the field in

1

which runs from the centre of the village to a point near

Question, but asked the parish
council to confirm that no ecbjec-
tion would be raised to the. pro-
posal.

Councillor Mellor and G. F.
Upton revorted that thev had not
yet had the opportunity to walk
the footapth from Stockwell Heath
to the yard of Forge House but
would €do so as soon as possible,
Regarding the road leading from
the Rugeley road to Turnover
Bridge, it was stated that there
was no further development in
the matter.

After Councillor Upton had re-
ported a complaint about the lack
of a bridge over Moreton Brook af
Parchfields, it was decided to ask
the County Council to give this
their urgent attention. as it was
4 number of years .since the
matter was firgt raised.
for the—adnwal assembly of the
parijs® meeting.

sle council” decided o precept

request,

for the drop in bobulation since
;c)t&% last census, it was decided %o

: i Councillor Hard-
castle’s points: lack of houses, abus
services and entertainment.

getting to work and
that forced
village.

Sewerage scheme was on view 4
members agreed that thele“ o
ggge?r?d to show a
It Irom the uncertainty
1'exlsted regarding the pum;
'fataticn. i = Tronbal

f2I 2 fourvenny rate for the com.
Ing financial year, They alsoc%lel-
cided to enter 4g2ain for the Best

Kept Village Competition.
In reply to the rural council’s
for views on the reason

forward

Councillor Upton added tha
€re was also the difficulty olt’
back home
beople to leave the

A large-scale plan of the village

layout
good sch

which it was proposed
smear the church 5

there will be time to have the

1 window in place for the harvest

festival season, when it will be
dedicated. _
The rector suggesied that 1T
would be fitting to make an appeal
for the church grounds scheme in
conjunction with this, as M.
Cooper had devoted So many
hours to that work in his last
years. :
The council agreed to this being
do%g'ere was a long discussion on
the need for work to be carried

hoped that, affer the
'y fa_glltfy has been granted,

t on the clerk’s house before the
%%w clé?k and his wife, Mr. and

Mrs. A. I. D. Collins, could fake
up residence. It was decided to
proceed with the work.

The rector said he felf that
£700 would be available, with a
grant from Lichfield Rural Council
and the sale of land from which
the clerk draws the rents. He did
not think the Charity Commis-
sioners would refuse this, provided
an endowment fund was created.

The work on the house was
expected to cost abouf £1,000.
Members were faced with a diffi
cult decision to make buf express
the view that they could not
 any other as the new clerk ¢

o-fA

o
d heraldi

slastical a?
College of I
Earl Mars!

ing at AcHy
rohday cef.I_

ul vestry
atist’s Chi
o was
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ANNUAL meetings are seldom ' held €1l

surroundings as that provided by the Great Hall 2
Blithfield Hall where the Friends of Ancient Staffordshire
Churches met on Thursday of last week. Nancy Lady Bagot,
although unable to attend herself, made her stately home
available for the Friends 10th annual meeting.

The Rector of Blithfield, the Rev.

A, S. Towlson, welcomed members |slides of Staffordshire churches

on behalf of Nancy, Lady Ba%g& and described | b
inted [features.

churches aided

who, he said, was disappo

that the date clashed with other
engagements. “Her interest in
ancient churches is much more |
than academic,” explained the
Rector, who pointed out that she
and the late Lord Bagot did a
great deal] for the association,

In his chairman’s report. the
Archdeacon of Stoke-on-Trent, the '
Ven, G. Youell, said the society |
was now in its 10th year of exist-
ence, during which time it had
made “pretty substantial grants on
a very small income.” In the past
yvear the biggest source of income |
was the ap?eal made by Sir/
Charles Wheeler (President of the |
Royal Academy). SR e |

Although oroadeast only on the
Midland Region of B.B.C, tele-
vision, this appeal raised £686
added the Archdeacon  Other
efforts included g coffee morning. a
garden party and a fete. A book-
mark “which we are able to slip |
into books in public libraries”
helped to draw attention to the
Efi%ds, Membership had increased.

Donations

The society’s donations to needyv !
churches could be supplemented
not only by the parish concerned
and the National Historic Churches
Preservation Trust, but by the
diocese, The Archdeacon pointed
out that “The diocese will do all
it can but the Bishop must put at
the top of his list the construction
of new churches needed on housing |
schemes.”

Mr. S. O, Bonfield (treasurer)
reported that for the year ended
April 5, the excess of income over
expenditure was £95 11s. The
balance at that time amounted to
£1,084 and during the year £750
in grants had been distributed to
various churches, : i

In the general discussion a
member remarked that our
churches were a national heritage
rrespective of religious denomina-
tions and in the drive for increase .
membership the Friends should |
make it clear that people who did
20t belong to the Church of’
England could join.

Mr. R, D. Birch, of Lichfield,
suggested that the soeiety should
oublish an illustrateq brochure of
Staffordshire churches similar to
hose available in other counties.

profits from these booklets
would, of course, go into the
society’s funds, ;

The Rev. G. E, Weaver, of Dil-
iorne, near Stoke-on-Trent speak-
ng on behalf of his parish,
xpressed gratitude to the Friends
or the recent gift to their church.
‘s a form of repayment he offered
o make arrangements for a part
i members to visit Dilhorne an
village was not sufficient
n the vicar said he might
e Lord Chancellor on the
. Sir Reginald Manning-

“GUARDING ‘NATIONAL |
" HERITAGE® OF THE |

in such splé

their architectural

e
Brooke : ing c
o S, finisheq his

Young Farmers'
at Hanchurch.s

~ Farmers held {

-Uesday even;j 2
g™~ yenr: i or the !

Chairman

Barnes; vicechairman: R, g

rebir'ing' chairman C
rm  of
Coun

atch

Winning the
bloughing m

Mr. John

cyesore, complaint

VA‘;E’IDALISM on condemned

° making empty houses still more of an

;;]air__;eﬂ_ Councilior F. Hardcastle
Bmah_ICouncil. He moved a resol
001;_19911.:‘-})& asked if pressure ca

eyesore, com-
at the meeting of Colton
ution that Lichfield Rural
n be brought to expedite

_ __ their demolition.

was

findin

read,

Bellam
viewed

X
r

of th
Rydal footpath, which

certificate awarded
nothyet hbe‘en received.
€ chairman, id >
§°{h-wa3 making Inquities tor s
IS could be presented at th
Produce Guil i '} y
N(}vtrember 30.1 d w-hxst drive on
.o Was decided to write to the
;%18{}}1 eco}l;nml stressing the danger
cattle pens at Trent_ValIey.

A letter from th
cil stated that fhe  oonLy, Coun-

‘morial on Sunda;
o ¢ ¥ next,

thgoncem Was also expressed at

long delay in the

e village’s Schoofmprovement

atters discusseq included the |
ch was now

settled satisfactorily with Mr. G,

Cooper accepting  responsi-

| bility; the brig
side, which app%gr:éortlg IE?.E DROck,
repaired; and the bridge at Parch-
elds, about which there | was

Was also stated that th
nothing to report regardgg

the grading of 1,
brook bridgge. § o e
An - inspection of tph i
Tk on e niblc oo sl
 Trent Valley lmde e
;_lte v&as& stated that

eded ren
ae o ewal or

damage gz
\r:a.m:ial.lism.-pmam{i oo 4o

been made, and
siverail of these
| angin

Ve repairs. Sc;gmegogotslgsé

; Teport on the
g of the judges of the Best

Village Competition was
and it was stateq that the
to Colton had

inquiries to see

end in the roag by the

the question of
our Corner would -
in 12 months, : be e

A letter was read f 4
Parochial Church Councii‘o;réga?clis

€ service at the war

at a Wreath, at

as many as pg
d the service.




>elebrated their
in the house in
he whole of his
now glories in a

ined Brereton St.
12 consecutive
for Rugeley
Albion Swifts.
on St. Mary’s
for Ridware
Bromley.
o his collection of
¥ won during his
8 Mrs. Myaftt ~re-
‘hought nothing of
with a child in a
patch her hushand

(25

i family of rthree
A son: Mrs, Vera
dtion, Mrs. Nel
rereton, Mrs. Lilian

dchildren.

Nellie -
Leslie Myatt, ‘both |

T as a family.
at the Gl'(_ss{"‘

I
oye's Fludde
HEPZ‘RE conscious pupils of
Rugeley Grammar School are
plunging into the school's most
ambitious production whole-
heartedly—even to the extent of
making their own wind machine.
St. Augustine's Church, Rugeley
is the setting for the event—.
“Noye's Fludde,” Benjamin Brit-
ten’s musical version of the
Chester miracle play.
Behind the project is Mr Jack
Buckley, the school music master,
who told me, “This is really a
school effort. Scenery is being
made in the woodwork and art
rooms, and members of the staff
are helping in numecrous ways.”
“Noye's Fludde" in modern
Englizsh is “Noah's Flood,” and
throughout the play the ark takes
shape. The © congregation are
brought in by singing three hymns,
and another unusual feaiure are
some strange ‘“‘musical instru-
ments."
They include six china cups used
to. simulate rainfall, The show
goes on on Saturday, December
1, with cast of 63. Heading the
cast as the WVoice of God, is

Rugeley's Vicar, Rev., Norman
Torrington.
Robert. . Boxd, Wednesbury

Grammar School music master, is
—one. of several professionals in-
volved. He plays Noye. His wife
is sixth former Ruth Nunn.

Mr D. G. Brown, another master
at the school, is producer, while
Mr Buckley and chemistry master
E. J, G. Nunn, conduct,

d P{lr Buckley: “It is the first
the‘school has tried anything',
tage in the church.” |
smance will be prece
from the orchestra..

Colton aged
‘afraid to
go oul’

IT was 10-30 p.m. on Monday
when Colton Parish Council
closed a meeting called to dis-
cuss the present wave of van-
dalism which is causing wide-
spread damage in the village.
They decided to ask the local
inspector of police to take
action in the interests of the
public. : &
At the outset a Iletter from
Lichfield Ru-al Council was read,
stating that the owners of empty
houses in the village had been
asked to take steps to demolish
the unsightly buildings.
Councillor ¥, Hardcastle said he
understood that the owners of one
house hoped to renovate it, but
that was now out of the gquestion,
owing to vandalism. Apart from
broken windows, doors and shelves
had been taken down and now
even the inside walls were being
pulled down. Two boys who were
recently chased out of the house
denled having done any damage.
During the long discussion which
followed it was revealed that in
the last two or three weeks the
public telephone kiosk had been
damaged; street lights had been
broken by catapults and stone

been cuf. Elderly people were
becoming too afraid to go out, it
‘was stated.

One even more serious case was
the picking up of milk bottles
from doorsteps on Hollow Lane
corner, smashing them and plac-
ing the pieces across the highway
along with - brickends. Two boys
had actually been see committing
this offence, it was stated.

'] council agreed to accept

5. Williscroft’'s estimate for

andals make"

‘throwing; and electric fences had |

along the footpath from

ment and repairs to wicketsal

et

AVE MODERN
SCHOOL

% o= of speedy improvements to
weex. Mr. Julian Snow, M.P.

Sasgements have now been made

8 S g the site and buildings of

e ool up to the appropriate
m

% development follows a meet-

an the site between Mr: Snow,

Bector of Colton (the Rev. A

o7
Tewison). Mr. J. F. Peet, one of
oo managers, and the head-
S Mr D E Waters. The
%% = a Church of England
@) primary school.
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_MEMORIAL 10 .
CHURCH WORKER

SSTATE OF MR,
L. WATSON, OF
RUGELEY

Mr. Leonard Watson of Wych- .

. o
Talbot Street, Rugeley, w
. . : firdon Juig 1418%25. Ie(-]fc% %3(.’;?23@11}1%
'THE dedication Of a new Mrs, a, Cooper and ner tyo ?ghtg;%sas{d £223) Probate has been
stained-glasg window in daughters With the Rector, the granted to his widow, Mrs. Altlﬁe
Colton  Churcoh on  Sunday Eeel;i-ca‘hu . o}"’ms""- dut';mgt' tthe Watson  of the same address, the
or v :J n € new baptistry 5 Xecutrix, >
It "I:,lnl ngiggdoﬁ‘;aﬁs i?] fg’; .}flesto‘ggi%l% Window in memory of the late 50%&1.? Elijah Septimus Blore, Dt:
i : Mr. F. w. Cooper. ‘Colt Cottage, Colton, near
Uhe church and be Jong remem- SRR Rl who died
bered by all present. The win- p, g Waters, headmaster of the Rugeley, £ 25 last left £6,804 14s.
‘dow is ‘the giff of Mrs. Alice Church School, ang Mr. F. Day, a 03 A:}gﬁ%‘“ £6,686 s, 0d. net value
ooper and her daughters, the retired headmaster. He was a ife- % cliltg pba-id £901). He left effects to
Misses Marjorie and Dorgthy long fr lend of Mr. Cooper, an old his %’,H e and the remainder of his
Cooper, in memory of thejy boy of Colton School ang Rugeley roperty variously to his five
father. Grammar School, ang » choirhoy Ehil dren, Probate has been granted
| peIr. Frank William Cooper hag 2long with sty to his daughters Miss Muriel M
| een parish clerk from 1949 to  After 5 hymn Mrs, Cooper ang Blore, of the same ﬁddr&s;’ f'::\l :
1961, when he dieq at the age of her daughtersg formally” made the -Mrs, Margaret A. Foot, o ai_
60. His father before him, Mr, Téquest to the rector to accept the Farm, Bincombe, Weymouth. Do
William Ezra, Cooper, hadq been giff, at the chancel steps, The set, ; 12
clerk for 10 Years, and it was in rector committeq the gift to the Mr, James Leadbitter, of he
IS memory " that the late Mr. care of the churchwardens, Mr. Millington Street, Rugeley, ng
Cooper had  the ' electric organ M. Williseroft and My, g Titten- died on June 21 last left £2,0! ;
blower installeq, T, 19s. 8d. gross, £2.010 9s, 8d. o
his latest embellishment, of the In his address, the rector spoke " value. Probate has been glan-le
church by the Cooper family is a of the Window and of the grate to Ellis Buckingham, of Hag dS’
single-light baptistry window  of fulness felt to those who, in Lodge, Hagley Road, Rugeley, aﬁ
hand-made glass executed in Old generosity of heart, haq given Cecil J. Ravenscroft, of Ho ¥
English styie, in keeping with the « this gift of riceless beauty.” 1t Cottage, Colton, near Rugeley. £ |
church, by g ndon artist and was natural, he said, that in a Mr. Guy Neville Cornforth, 1% i
architect, ‘Mr, E. Buss. baptistry the window should de- - Blithfield Old Rectory, Blithfield,
T. Buss has become famous for Pict the Baptism of Jesus by John Who died on December 31, 1961, in-
many stained glasg Windows the Baptist, The sower was the testate aged 53, left £4,079 9. grOS?
h he makes for his firm. € symbol \of the spreading of the £3,116 9s, 0d. net value, Lett_elstod_
recently completeq one for St. Word of God on earth, At the top adminisiration have been grante
atthew’s Church, Walsall. Tt of the design was the ?j)en book, - H.asAs
Wwas only attendance at Ramsgate the " Word of God,”
or the dedication of g

Cornforth, of White Hill,
] t. ry hamstead, Herts, .
window that prevented him com. Church, Colton, with : ————

ng to Colton last Week-end, for ang the brook. 2 O

e often visits the Rugeley dis- The grapes and corn, he pointed

trict. M, B. Rummey, of Tunnel out, were g symbol of Holy Com-
House, ‘Armitage, is his father-in- munion, g

law l :
The Rector, the Rev. A, S. Towl- heavens and earth

ted the window before the artist's trade mark, o T
Eucharist of thanks- bees were o
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"AMATEUR
OPERATIC
SOCIETY -

M your columns this “that
Exhn?xa commitiee of thg"e %kﬁ "é’}'}';
Amateur Operatic Society %&v %
ﬂgmded to go in for g o
e al;lqlizlgtrg:d étgpe" .Oof show this
Sl Ma G;{Ibe-rt and Sulli-

S ay I suggest that
2 mg %Jtll;oaﬁlll their financial prob-

If you go in
rrogks et Gl e
1 m £ "
affﬁﬁded: SR it be
ough you are
FaigAs Shﬁghard spol?gf} -
i n}t heart never was applauded!
“;.rﬁ;ydg%lety‘has it's flops— :
a0 meé}can Monday Pops”

: dawn wh, i
Ruddigore’s over,“crloir’lt 22; di;;naﬂmgn
Why shoul
ﬂHarl;ll?rﬁ,itd of 'I(‘?‘{gu e
S Countinghre. ‘oot = 0 sing 0”1
pain QLI be lost, '
IL_heart neve i
Do “The Mi-kaAdo’?! l'?l%%g]t%; .? ;ng‘ol
, there's e
Be your “Object all By
€ your all sublime",
Singing In best Gilbertian r%yme!

You must take he
art
“Pirat d make a start—
SHAEeS . Play, or “Peer and Periy

‘Patience’ 'is q
Fam‘;Pﬁsénfgte" too,ue'

‘aint hearts ne’er wer, ieri
Nuthing venture, noth?‘.ngog{ijﬁ)}? =
gllrlgjhoma’s' rather thin—

I a penny, in for g pound—
G and S makes the worldpgo round!
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Mark
Nutter,

my ‘words now Donald

Yoiirs sincerely,

John D. Cutter,

Bt

. Sir—It was distressing to read

o the Editor RP'Y.

OPERATIC
SOCIETY

Sir,—I should like to thank the
Rev. J. D. Cutter for his witty and
amusing letter in Gilbertian rhyme.
%IgifygI offer this humble effort in

Here's a how de do

Farewell Titipu!

Though G. and S, may be the tops,
This yeasr” We've got to do the

And bring distress to youn
Here’s a how de do. s

Here's a bitter pill,
E‘l;gat{es we must fll

rates,” “ Patience,” “Pinafore”
Didn't get them througk :
“ Oklahoma ™ will, b the door.
Here's a bitter pill,

But here’s a welcome chan
i £ ] AL ge'
From trad ” to “rock” we'll range L"
JKismet ” now may be our fate
w. _ Carousel ” or “Kiss me Kate "
"N If's a-pretty how de do, :
But let’s get up to date.

Cheer-up, dear Mr. Cutter,
Yours sincerely,
Peggy Nutter.

23, Kingsley W
Bl ¥ Wood Road,

S ———————

~ ing of the Society on Tuesday eve-

KISMET &
PROMISES -

OPERATIC |
SUCCESS

KISMET is fate. And perhaps
in choosing the lavish
musical for their October pro-
duction, Rugeley Amateur
Operatic Society will be des-
tined to the success which they
have so richly deserved, but
rarely had in recent years with
their Gilbert and Sullivan pro-
ductions. . :
A Society sub-committee’s choice
of this musical Arabian Night was
welcomed by present and prospec-
tive members, at a general meet-

ning, but it was pointed out by the Ih o
producer, Mr. Donald Nutter, and |-
the musical director, Mr, Peter|®
Mellor, that the show would be |
different if not more difficult than | .
Gilbert and Sullivan. ;
Kismet has a large cast and this
is why any number of new mem-
bers will be welcome. As there
are no chorus pieces as such,
each person being more or less a
principal, regular attendance at
rehearsals is absolutely vital, Mr.
Nutter said, EE 5
The exeiting music of Alexander
Borodin in Kismet includes many
well known melodies. “Not S‘l:nt_‘ﬁ
Nineveh,” “Stranger in Paradise
and “He’s in Love” are from the
Polovtsian dances, but even more
well known is “Baubles, Bangles
and Beads™ :
Kismet has a romantic plot with
Hajj, the poet beggar in the lead-
T Hajj becomes Emir of
in a single day through'|
of wonderful happenings.
ins new wealth, finds a
. avenges wrongs done fo
his  daughter, triumphs over a
wicked Wazir, and rises to a place
of true eminence in the fabled city
of Baghdad.
Para,-llelnl'lﬁ his story is that of
his beautiful daughter, who falls in
love with the Caliph, disguised as
8 gardener, :
Coupled with the exci%i_ng- usic
of Kismet are the exotic dances
of the slave girls, so dancers as|
well as singers will be needed for |
Rugeley’s production. ¥ |
..;ﬁmsgearsals fo%'_Kismieﬁ will be on
. Tuesday evenings Rugele:
ammar School dining
beginning on March 19.
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.£LD’S BIG
YARD FIRE

£25,000 estimated damage

A FIERCE fire which swept through a long shed at

the scrap metal yard of E. A. Barnes and Sons, Ltd.,
in Rotten-row, Lichfield, during the night caused
damage estimated at £25,000.

And the fire, believed to be one of the worst G
Lichfield city for 20 years, could have been much
worse but for the barking of a dog.

Danny, a three-year-old spaniel, warned his master, Mr. Arthur
Barnes, whose house overlooks the yard, shortly after he went to
bed around 11 p.m.

“My wife looked out of the : Danny, ine dog fiire watcier,
window and saw the vyard on fire DAN NY, THE who gave the alarm and, below,
"I ran out and dragged clear firenren and workmen sorting

y : through debris after the fire at it
tome s boties md drove wvay ¢+ WATCHDOG  Rotenrow” i serap- e

“Tf the dog hadn't given the alarm : > yard. - e
the whole yard could have been
gutted.” :

Firemen from Lichfield. Tam-
worth and Brownhills fought the
fire throughout the night. They
worked behind barricades because
©of the intense heat and the danger
of exploding oxy-acetylene
cylinders. They prevented the fire
spreading to a nearby building and
new machinery.

The glow was seen by the
Brownhills and Tamworth firemen
as they turned out.

Lichfield Station Officer W.
Evans said: “The shed was burn-
ing from end to end when we
arrived. Apparently flames leapt :
through the roof then it all went up. ¢
It took us an hour to confrol the
blaze.”

‘At one stage the electricity supply
to Rotten-row and . Levetts Felds
was turned off by M.E.B. workmen.
Lichfield’s new ambulance
rked by torchlight.
~police -officer said in-
1l being made into |

Serr @ e R

Parks and-Open Spaces

DANGER

Sir,—Like Colton Parish Council,
I feel strongly about the need for
some improvement at the danger-
ous bend in Colton Road, where
the railway “blue” wall ends.
| Someone will get killed there un-
less the corner is cut back to im-
prove visibility.

The danger has been inecreased
now that I have established a
furniture warehouse nearby, as I
have three vans going in and ouf,
thereby adding to the hazards at
this point. : :

I support Colton Parish Council
all the way and I am thinking of
writing to Mr. Julian Snow, M.P.,
to see if he can persuade the
County Council to reconsider the
matter, before a life is lost. There
tould easily be a temporary lm-
provement by the erection of
better warning signs, until such
time as the County Council can
afford to make the real improve-
ment which is a “must” for the
sake of thé women and chi
who have to trayerse this
without the protection of a
sath. Bert Warre!

: !
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_Commons will hear

about

Staffordshire
Question.

the matter up after receiving a
copy of the petition organised by
Mr. B. Warren, has already written
to Mr. Ernest Marples, Minister of
Transport, about the need for
speeding up an improvement. Not
being satisfied with Mr, Marples's
reply, he is planning to table a
question in the House,

The dangerous bend was first
the subject of complaint by Colton
Parish Council, When they were
told that nothing could be done
> ‘| for a long time, Mr, Warren, who

. has a furniture warehouse near the
corner and sees the danger to
pedestrians (there is no path at
et this point) as well as motorists,
collected signatures for a petition
pE in support of the parish council's

‘ plea,

The matter was also taken up at
County Council level by Council-
lor J. E. Riley, who has told the
“Times” that he has strong hopes
that the county surveyor will be
successful in persuading the Minis-
try of Transport to make an

afit
Cc
na
be
Tt
to
Vil
th
E
A
C
ki
T
tl
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i

I

| i

+ immediate allocation of money for_

an improvement,

Already surveyors have been
seen measuring the area, and an
interim  suggestion has been
approved for removing a grass
bank so that a path can be provi-
ded along a section of the danger

area,
{ “NO FUNDS”
G i Mr. Snow, Mr
4 t the county
L to take imme--
G when they
2 dresentations, because
e, ‘e no funds available.
thy alreody been allocated
Cag;
S,

danger spot

the- l.%ugeley-Col_ton road at the end

County Council Say cannot. be given a
footpath for a long time, is to be the subject of a Parliamentary

Mr. Julian Snow, M.P., who took

Colton

"--.

at Trent Valley Station, ]

to outstanding works required on
“more important and more heavily
trafficked roads.”

Mr. Marpels said the carriageway
was 18ft. 6in. wide and the high-
way boundary on the inside of the
bend, which is the side where a
footpath would be most beneficial,
was formed by an 8ft, high wall
retaining railway property.

“Any improvement must involve
the acquisition of land and setting
back the retaining wall, Visibility
is very limited, but it is an ex-
tremely obvious bend to approach- n
Ing motorists. The county council y_',,_a.;g
are still aware of the need for as <
improvement there and have a
scheme for inclusion in the classi-
field roads programme as soon. as
circumstances permit. Its timing
will depend entirely on the degree
of priority that can be accorded
to it in comparison with other
necessary schemes,” said Mr.

Marples,

To strengthen Mr. Snow’s_hand;

Mr. Warren is now considefin
taking a -census of traffic pa
this point.
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COLTON Parish Council spent half of its two-hour meeting |

on Monday discussing the

CKET GATE PROVE
RDLE’ FOR COLTO!

COUNCIL

replacement of a wicket gate

along the footpath leading from near the Trent Valley
Station to the Pinfold in the village. It stands on land

owned by Mr. G. W. Cooper.

Councillor L. Mellor reported on
an interview with Mr. Cooper
regarding the need for repairing an
existing wooden wicket, brought to
the notice -of the council at its last
meeting in November.

He said that Mr. Cooper made an.
alternative suggestion of removing
an iron wicket, which would soon
become unnecessary because he
planned to grub out a hedge and
make two fields into one. This
wicket, he said. only needed new
hinges.

The council gt first seemed to
favour this course on the grounds
of economy and they talkeq of r.old-
ing up the work in progress on a
new wooden wicket pending further
investigation, but Councillor R.
Morrall said he did not agree with
the parish council having to bear
the expense anyway. He considered
it should be borne by the Uttoxeter
area county council committee.

Wickets preferred

Councillor' F. Hardcastle said

they were only obliged to have a
stile as access along a footpath,
and this should be provided by the
owner of the land. In Colton they
preferred wickets and so had to
pay for them.
- Mrs, P. M. Buckley (clerk) proved
this point by reading a letter from
her file in which the area com-
mittee Lad stated that the onus
was on the land owner to provide
a stile, and not on the county
coungil.

Unless they decided quickly, she
said, and got the work com.pieted
by March 31, they would lose-the
chance of claiming £12 10s. of the
ootpaths grant.
grants were lost if not
claimed within the financial year.

Councillor Morrall said the foot-

the recent weather, not merely by
=pepple out walking in summer, but
Councillor Hardcastle pointed out’
that it had been the parish coun--
cil’s custom to maintain these
wickets — it was No. 8 that was
under discussion—and Couneillor

J. L.- Taylor said they wege.
¥ a gift to the parish, 2
fo the iron wicket. Tt
at . this should be.

path-was used extensively, even inll- i

. 50 said Mr. T. B. Smart, head-

master of Rugeley Grammar School,
| at the school speech day .ast week.
- "Of the ten old girls who have
qualified to become teachers and
of the 45 ex-giil prefects, not one
4s earming a living in Rugeley” he

'tRUGELEY is losing

instead of a new wooden one.

Councillor Mellor next stated
that Mr. Cooper had requested that
in re-erecting it the wicket should
be moved a few feet, to the other
side of the gate, as this would make
it better for him and for the public
using it. “But this constitutes a
diversion,”
pointed out. :

After further discussion. it was
moved by Councillor Hardcastle
and seconded by Councillor Mor-
rall, that because of the amount of
negotiations involved |in getting
permission for a diversion, the iron

wicket should be re-erected in the |
the present

same -~ position as
wooden one. This was carried.

Public’s view

Councillor G. Upton later moved
that the parish eouncil should meet
Mr. Cooper and see if, from -the
public's point of view the wicket
would be better in a different posi-
tion, but the chairman, Councillor

A. N. Felton, ruled this out of
order as they had already voted :

not to change the nposition.

_Thus ended a 45-minutes’ discus-
5101,
renewed when a member .drew
attention to the alleged daneer

created by the presence of a piece

corrugated iron sheeting at the
existing wooden wicket,

It was decided that Councillor
Mellor should refer to this when
he resumed negotiations with the
owner of the land.

At the close of the meeting, at
9-40 p.m, the council reverted to
the wicket for the third time. They

had forzotten to arrange for esti- |

mates for removing the iron one
and getting it repaired and re-
erected! ;

Councillor Mellor!

But later the subject was '

GREAVES:HA - ied
GREAVES:HAMPSON, - Marrie .
at St. .Leonard’s Church, Blithfield, |-
on  Tuesday, was Mr. Geoffrey |:
s Greaves, youngest son of Mr,
rs. J. Greaves, of Top Farmif
eave, and Miss Rosa El
ampson, only daughter of=l

rs. G, Hampson of Oa
; ,bﬂ%dmastonﬁ
B e and bridegroom have
been members of Uttoxeter
Young Farmers Club and the bride
has aiso been an oragnist at Blith-
field Church, a member of the choir |
and a beljringer. Until recently she
was treasurer of Buithfield Mixed
Youth Club, The interior of fhe |
urch was extensiveyy decorated &
the service was conducted by the
‘Rev, A, S. Towlson and Miss Eileen
| Woodward was at the organ. Es--
conted to the church by her father,
the bride wore a full-length gown
of white nylon over net, Swiss-em-
broidered with sprays of lily of
the valley. Her head-dress consisted
of a short bouffant veil held in
place by a diamante and beaded
coronet, Her bouquet was a small
spray of three golden roses and
sprays of lily of the valley.  The
chief bridesmaid was Miss Barbara
Sargeant and the other attendants
were Miss Joyce Wardle, Miss Jean
Roberts and Miss Sheila Hampson,
All wore fulllength dresses of wild
golden yelow silk with pale blue
head-d-resse; and gloves,. Their bou-
‘quets consistéd of posies of white
carnations and blue anemones. Their
silver' bangles were the gifts from
the bridegroom. Best man was Mr,
ohn Greaves, the bridegroom's
rother, and the ,groomsmen were
|Messrs, G, H , bride’s brother
and George Greaves. Folowing the
service 112 guests were entertained
{at a reception at. the Crown Hotel,
‘Stone. For travelling the bride wore
a three piece jersey suit in bronze
green and had beige and dark
brown acessories. On their return

and a present fi
Blithfield Youth Cluf

-some
of its best young people.

lificaves were presented as follows
by Miss Scott : F
VI Arts, Pamela Astbury; form VI|
Science, 1 F, J, Dale, 2 P. [. Mills;

near Rugeley.. oy

YOUNGSTERS LEAV

orm prizes: Form

said.

. He stressed ghat people, educated
| in Rugeley and working elsewhere
was “really serious to the town"”,
“Rugeley's

and

added :

someong else's gain”,.

Commenting on the needs of the
school Mr. Smart said :
frustraied (o hear that we had to
be knocked off the lis; for new
buildings in 1964-5" and went on
to disclose that the weather condi-
tions .ast winter almost forced the
the school *for *whole
ik was,” hours had to' be
cut and he felt ‘this had had an
adverse effect on G.C.E. results.

The speaker,
matron of Selly Oak Hospital - the
first woman speaker in ten years of
the school's co-educational period -
spoke on nursing and said s joys
came. from ‘Love service and dsve.

clos

days, As' il

ure ‘of

Miss

B.

loss s

M

e dare

B. Scott,

Forms V and VA: 1
Marion Wood,

Mr., Smart

Valerie Carter, Janet Read; Form
1V,: 1 D. A. King, 2 Jennifer Bur-
ton; Form IV A:"
Kathleen Fewtrell,

Form 111, 1 Susan Lafford, :
Janice Bali; Form 111A: 1 M. C
Nott, 2 Anne Gibbs; Form 11, 1|,
C. G. Bell, 2 Kalthleen Warner:

G. R. Berridge, |- 5
2 Janet Da-wsgn. __u:vay
Ge : idge:
.|ture, Marion Wood: N
Latham; Latin: A. Wi
Nedta {While, Heather Bradbury;
_M-u:wc: Christine Hindley; German' |
Cooper: Maths: G i

{conversation prize,

Lorna Smith," 2 I Pritchard;” footbali, "A. "Darngeér-
‘field; A, 'G. B, Owen cup for out |

R, Lester

;Ph{)s;cs: P: J, Mills; Chemistry: F' |
J. Dale; Biology: F, J. Dale;swfood- i
work: G. R, Berridge; Domestic.

Science: Margaret Stanley; Miscel:
laneous prizes: Alex Payne French
Neeta White |
,Hea:[:he; Bradbury. Old Rugleian: |
Memorial prizes;: Form 1V: Patrick
Keen, Barbara Rooboliom; Forr | &
111, D, C. Watson, Christine Mole; |

Form 11, J, Matthews, Joy Nichol-
son''Old Rugeleians cricket prize, P

btanding qualites and leadership,
A. T, Simister, Head boy and Hetig’.
irl (Salisbury Prize), J. R. Cooper
amela Astbury. Lucy Cottrell cup

Form 11A: 1 C. D. Beaumonl, 2 K
S. Perr-i‘n;'lFonm 1: W. R. W. Hor-|

Itan n Dl .

Dangerfield. Ridout cun.

general sporismanship, boys, A

ganara




IVORCE DECREE FOR
~ 7 THE COUNTESS
- OF SHREWSBURY

gl THE Countess of Shrewsbury, who is now living at O1d

Riffhams, Danbury, Essex, was granted a decree nisi

in the Divorce Court in London on Wednesday. She was

not in court to hear Mr, Justice Ormerod grant the decree

in her second attempt to end her'marriage to Lord Shrews-

bury, formerly of Ingestre Hall. e '

The Earl, now living in Madeira,

———— did  not contest the petition

‘Iisging his adultery since 1959 with

1 “7nris ‘Aileen gNina) Mortlock.

‘7e said the Harl and
: .

Miss Mortlock had been ‘l_i_ving
together as madn .and wife, an
Were now tegether in Madeira. -
A considerable dlﬁicu]tg; in the
case was that.in Decem er, 1959
Mr. Justice Collingwood had found
that Lad Shrewsbury had com-

mitted adultery with My, Anthor
ard of honour et pich S G
: ( La.dy-_Shrestury had-not asked

for the court’s discretion then, and

pthe judge had not had to consider |-
it = 5 # y !

at COltOl’l i llllel'al ' | ooupiiiihsanding tai snaing, o

had not filed g discretion” ‘state-

ment in the present petition.
THE funeral took place at Colton on Saturday, followed by Absenc&e of a discretiontsft-ate-
i 'S i ' ment did not ‘debar a court from
interment at St. John’s Churf:hyard, Kingstone, of 66 years- exercising diseretion o o prioms
old Mrs. Julia Lizzie Taylor, of Littlehay Manor Farm, Colton— case. ;
Parish Council’s only woman member for many years, . The oﬁ}yex valid §oound rgé
s : refusin ercise discretion i
_.les.Gl‘ay]oT dIlEg in the gt:go;g- :édl{.:ge ﬁfxﬂhe{:’r‘s MES.BB. Eﬂeasm:;in ﬁlgllgo %ady jghrewsli%ry’f fa‘ar(.}lt.lr I%vould ]
neral Infirmary, ord, e e Barton an 1th- € perjury in the two sy s. It was |-
®= November 27, affer a brief F,’Egmsf,;‘{’i‘,‘,‘;“ ;hggfg-ﬂg‘;ggl,eMrs,;mgg;.g | e thing for a judge o conclude |
y
Her first husband, Mr, podon). Miss C.'N."L. Williseroft s hat he must infer adultery des ite
George Mellor, died n 1943 and | febresenting Miss D. M. Jones) denials, ‘but another to estab ish
are two sons of the marriage i”%e?:e r@rmmg;“ﬁg?‘ A alggltt%“_ B 25,8 plosmwe fact that the denia!
Sy . L - - - .
: Mrs. T. . Mr. Mrs W. C. was a lie, : 2
and Luke Mellor, of Manor Bh - ronns. nlr?rfgﬁoﬁurgrvﬁnf. e g Not o be believed was one thing.
and a daughter, Mrs, M
a daughter, Mrs. ONICA [ a04 Mrs' F. S Ini ht, senior. Mr. and |- It was another to be ga liar, the
who is the wife of a Persian f;m:i Féh?:l éf,"f%ﬂ.h‘ j’gm\i}f{{g %:dsﬁ\tiora i Judge said,
@il engineer, Mr. and Mrs! W g Par ir. ang Mrs, / | :
; Tk MY Mrs. Fred vy infallible
Mzs. Taylor married Mr. Frank M ado: re phdMIs. Fred Hardeastie : Not sie
Taglor in 1947. He died about two | Mrs, Q" £ D, Atkin, "fﬁf_‘i‘,’,??&?,?f‘c’j‘“;_ i ible, -
Ravenscroft, Mr. ang Mrs. H. Shipley. | Judges Were not infallib €, -and
=moaths ago. Mr¥and Mrs. J. Charles. Ay and Mrs. such a finding could not be con-
Mrs. Taylor was 3 loyal church | a. L. D. Collins, Mr. and Mre E. L c.usive of the truth in an ahsolute
gember and had served on the Myile Mr. o Mrs. & Leakh yODtOD. senise, :

The Judge said he wag not
impugning Mr. Justice Colling-
wood’s decision, nor attempting
any reassessment of Lady Shrews

. ton, - ki
1al Church Councij for many %ﬁfsmnﬁ' {r{rs— }1 ﬂ" %llllell;linggl'. M?f C
H 5 ‘an Mmr. a " IS, Mrs, ar
¥ears. At the time of her death she Parkinson, Mrs' M. 'Ként, “aive. oY
was deputy people’s warden. Since | vernpn. Mrs. R. Morrall. Mrs, F. K

Jeme. 1956, she had beep enrolling | Bannister, Mr. B. W. Parr and Miss W

3 P T ite. Mr, . bury’s eredibility. : :
member of Colton Mothers’ Union, Ngﬁaisn,rmrg. 1:%12&]32;:%; Mre B o St roni though the evidence
Saving ziven the branch its banner Eoo??;:r“ l;uuiam-\diissm?- ?;a fog%?ir{h m'\—u% against Lady Shrewsbury was, there
% memory of her first husband. %i,"““—’e“}?g" lei?:_ﬁ' %ﬁ?’}f’ii m{i o g ﬁ%sinéh%hgoﬁlt?é]ﬂw It.gia;‘}oglllg ;’:ts

g aln, 5 en chell, Mr, L iy, ¥ s mE -
Mss. Tagor was a founder mem- Bannister, Mr." B. A Holmés, Mp. J ‘therefore, be right to. regard her |
Ber of Colton Women's Institute Titensor, Mrs. Waters and Kevin, M. denial of adultery in the present |
#nd Bad always serveqd on the com- W ﬂgg:'ggf; Mﬁ‘;‘;s& JBJmEésJ“km' Mr suit as necessarily a deliberate dis: f.
muttee. She had been vice-president | ey L. Cooper. Mrs. A. Meddings, " honest statemant, J 1'“'

more recently had held office as | wra. G. M. Upton. Miss Ruth Ravens. Wi Having been found guilty o

She had 1 b croft, Miss | Christine Leeke, Miss Sale - adu}tery, she must rely on dis-

€ fad also been con- Mrs. P. M. Buckiey, Mrs. A. Devall, Mrg é?.&;‘lv cretion, and it was the court's duty

¥emer of the Parkside Group of Gamble, Miss C. Burns, Mre. M. Allerton, | SEES s . i 1 th

Wessea's Institutes for a number of s o Silimore. Mrs. Warritgton and | '\ };0 tgxercise discretion on a 5

Mrs. G. ‘Williseroft. acts.

r_amongnzhe Q{urtahl. Lri_ln.lt}:;lsi pore ;;Ei%tiig? : Mr. Justice Ormerod saiq he was 1

T8e ocly woman member of the Ghurch oy OHLere: Counel: Vilage | satisfied with arrangements for

Pans® council for many years, Mrs. | Produce Guild;  Women's Instirn= the welfare of the rour younger

; ; e i : ‘e with the ecoun-
Taglor Bad beep chairman. She | Village Hall Management ¢ T children, who were with t
field Women's :
;“ ‘bl_: member of the Colton: gg}?siﬁe Group b omen’s’ Inas?l:?tu‘ :ﬁg aér;%rvge exoe %2 on
arich ads Trust and Colton : X -1 '

e : ance for the
Vilaze Produce Guild. The earl
{. Vamous house-to-house collect- costs.
#OmS were organised by Mrs, Taylor i 3
#8d she had been an active helper e
ar S .‘br,\"s_ Church garden party
SBOE i was first held 2] years ago.
The funera| service was con-
| ducted by the Rev. A, S. Towlson,
| 282 B jesson was read by Mr. D;
| E.- Waters. The organist was Mrs.
| G. E. Finnemore, The bearers were
ber foar nephews—Messrs, Luke
Mellor, G. A, Mellor, H. s,
Mellor and Charles Meilor,
Members of the Mothers’ Union
formed 2 gsuard of honour, with
Mrs. Bertson as banner bearer.
FSeTs were: Mr. and Mrs. D
Mrs. Luke Mellor
i Mrs. M J
AMr. and Mrs, w.
o-law  ang sister);
rl and Mrs. D. H
G. Taylor, Mrs A.
). Mr. and Mrs. W
e Plant, Mr. and Mrs
and Mrs. +L. Me:lor,
T, Mr Mellor, Mr.
M. Plant, Miss N
i_Mrs. W. Grindey,

— 2
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i Straw and
- harness gave!
5 barn dance

'IN a’ room
~ adorned with
harnesg. C‘lmancers .
enjoyead a bosn dan
illag SchOOPU“-"'
Vlllagei_w dance was:
asse

s
1D s at‘ﬁmch_
R‘Ia.:r:tr Jack Browi, T n, has
had a busy time tea ;
square dancing. The idea Mc;
holding a dance came from e
J. H. Toy, ana £15 of the p ;
ceeds, was given to the Rura
Commmunity Council. ot
welcomed the da ;
mﬁ“&oﬁﬁém of whom were only

demand it was

populac square dancing

to resume

that b
nne
g%gsses in the autumn.

i » 1t is hoped to arrange
E g;z tg;gn air get-together dun}%%
ol the summer months at Ham
! Lodge,

place on the tennis court.

by Mr. Brown that another

' i rols.
If | music of old caro A
= ong the guests was Mr. .
g Gi%g} se%wéeta-ry_lof-the Rural Com
: 1 ouncil, 1
::ré%xer&y py the chairman 0151.1‘ e
s Prggugﬁraguendd'the dance-
ton, W ce:
%&e\rsid Rydall. and his bangd pro
vided music f?lr dancing, a
B was caller. : :
Bl'%}v_‘vg competition crgamsed-wgrsi
Mrs. B. M. Ravenscroit was
by Mr. E. Brinkworth (sh
Mr. G. E. D, Atkin senior .Igc
iatés), and the Rev. A. S. o_
(cigareties)

12 years old, and later announced | Fred Wri

So that tne dancers can “keep Club on Thursday of last week.

He thought he was going to

receive a retirement gift from

where dancing Wil take .hlrls ccl:llleagues. He did not know

: ade that he was also to be awarded

A suggestion had also been BIorH the Imperial Service Medal.

dance be held at Christmas, to the.

naster of Stafford, made the pre-

ientation and thanked

was wel- or his loyal service to
who the

“uring which Mr, H, P,

speech welcomed Mr.
the ranks of retired postmen,

Mr. S. Garner and
‘evening Mr, Wright, accompanied
by Mr. C. H. F. Hancock, played Ebg

the violin and piano, including the, ..
last waltz in their repertoire,

The_scene in Colton villa
on Friday evening.
A. 8. Towlson, and Mr. D.
Community Council, and Mr,

fore’ground with Mr, and Mrs. J. H. Toy.

M. Gibh,

RETIRING
- POSTMAN

"THERE was a surprise in
store for ex-postman Mr.

ght, of Celton, when
he went to a post office staff
social at Mansefield House

Col. G. Dennison, head post-

Mr. Wright
; the Crown
1 his 31 years of established ser-
ice as a postman. 5
About 50 former colleagues and
iends attended the social evening,
Harkness
ostmaster) paid: tribute to Mr.
ght's “years of cheerful and

Mr. F. Wright

with

ge school where the barn dance was hi
in the group can be seen the Rector, the
secretary of the
Jack Brown are seated

the Imperial
citation.

Service

val service,” Miss C. Harris gave
M a cheque and gave Mrys. |
ight a bouquet, from former
eagues, Mr. A, Caley in a witty
right into

The social side was arranged by
later in the

[




Colton the church choir
NS, accompanied by the Re
e Rev. A.'S. Towlson walked

0" the church to the Memorial
for a short service,

Councillor G, F;

e

joiton p trains on Jan. 18

The additional bus services

office change
Upton laid a
wreath on behalf of

[ : introduced 'oy the
which are being in and Walsall
; ce has moved, Bus Company
yreath the Parish aponon, Fost I Mo Cor gf}ii’,’éraﬂonhTr;nqﬂggsDilfgsfémﬁg
~ouncil. - x British Railw
The procession returned to the tagl:z}mval. to Cottage Stores, was }{L‘gﬁley to Walsall line to, passenger
churlgh__ the N_Ioc%hgrs MUm%n ban- necessitated by the retirement of
ner being carried by Mrs,

son. with Mrs. I, Prestop and:
B. M. Ravenseroft as escort:
members of the can
lowed.

n
) ow to commence O
tance A. Deacon, who .tranﬁui_fiar;a r?&n 1965, a Green 13}:1155
Mhps (o ted sub-postmistress on Ilﬂ okesman told the Tlmesr han
the death. of her husband and has 0K, This is a fortnight late
attended o, village postal duties ., expected daté' Walsall Corpora- |
for 26 years, 1 of the postali ,.Green Bus an

With the removal o &

: issuing a
ndertakings are ISSUiNg o
business to ‘Cottage Stores, ned time-table showing

en Rugeley ~and
Jack Brown has become vs 1‘):&\{13 connentionss 4
postmaster. R A and Cannock

et et DT i

E

e AT T,

L LT

FARM sppp

&Pﬁﬁ%mh Farm, Abbots B,
ors £7Eezi;050-]'-d bv Bagshay, an
5 ioht): Handley, ... the héuse. SF pmpel,"“’, inc]
. Front row (left to right): C. . fa uildin
: MISS Me O SNDREWS. s??gc;élst;?i?ﬁﬁgg A. Hitchiner, ....., Thompson, Buckley, nearil3_§cres_ 25
- ame as a most s x illis.
-teachermiasdefe};eti::led in this violin class picture alls

' ' : d; As Woods G:
sat the Prince of Waifs'slslftllgoléjnlél?fﬁgle% Middle row: Wood, C. Radfor
in about 1902, On the right is

Yo - N -A].i‘.I_gt.‘,’,‘f",,LI" Thomas, H. Miflin, W. l?arker, W.il§
5. Mr. Svd Andrews, and next to i




\ FTER months, of agitation and
negotiation, reaching even to
the Member of Parliament Mr.

Station. It was

#aled exits at a point where No action was

; 185 no footpath.

it was the subject of com- it.”
= :

R e et .
plaint and comment at last week’s
General Purposes Committee meet-
ing of Rugeley Urban Councill
: 5 Councillor Mrs. L. M, Sutton said
Jelian Snow, a notice has been|gshe had heard a complaint that it
| erected at the danger spot along| had created a new danger through g
the Colton road near Trent Valley | being erected on two posts across o
pressed for by | the narrow footpath. It was difficult
Colton Parish Council, supported | in the daytime to get a perambul-
by M:. B. Warren, to draw the|ator past, and at night people were
attention of motorists to the danger | apt to run into it because of the
of neavy vehicles emerging from | poor lighting, she said.
z suggested,
course, because it is out o
. now erected, it is causing | Rugeley area, but Alderma
itself, and though it is in | Cowlishaw remarked
Parish and Lichfield Rural | “could not have their cak

of Mr. Jack Shipley, of N
Farm, Admaston, who died in hos-
pital, aged 77. She had been a
keen member of the. Blithfield
Mothers’ Union, the Abbots Brom-
ley Village Produce Guild, and
also the Blithfield W.I. The ser-
vice at St. Leonards’ Church was
conducted by the 'Rev. A. 8.
Towlson and Mrs. G C Greaves
was organist. Principal mouners
were, the husband, Mr. J. Shipley
Mr. and Mrs. G E Vernon, son-in-
law and daughter; Mr. and Mrs.
M. Morrissey, son-in-law and

C Gesch (son-in-law and daughter,

and Mrs. L. Buswell, sister; Mr.
Colin Morrissey, Miss Ann Ver-
non, Master Anthony Vernon,
grandchildren; Mrs. E. Kent, sis-

\

an;,(:

CHANGE of style for this week’s remin-
iscence, it being June Fair time. The post-
card view shows some of the hundreds of
horses from all over the British Isles which are
br;)ught to the great Rugeley Horse Fair for
sale.
Though the sale occupied principally the

daugnter, also rep Mr. and Mrs

Australia; Mr. S. Wilson, brother |

“"and Mrs. Oldfield, Mr. John Ship-

rs. J. Jones, nephews
7 N.rs' #“1. Parsons, Mr..

" H. Arblaster, Mr.
rs. K. Parsons, Mr, and
s. L. Fletcher, Mrs. M.
Kent, also rep Mrs. A. Mardell;
Mrs. E. Cooper, Mrs. S. Wood-:
ward, Mr. A. Wood, Mrs. L. Wood |
Mr. H. Lane, Mrs. Houldcroft, Mr.
and Mrs. E. Broughton, and Dr. J
G. Salter. Among the congrega-
tion were representatives of the
M.U., W.I, and Abbots Bromley
VPG and Nancy Lady Bagot, Mr.
and Mrs. F K Cottrell, Mr. J.
Neighbour,, (rep Mr, and Mrs. L
W. Neighbour and Miss M Neigh
bour), Mr. and Mrs. G, Cooper,
Mr. and Mrs. K, Williams, Mrs. G
Shipley, Mrs. T. Blore, Mrs. C J
Blore, Mrs, L. R. Earp, Mr. and
Mrs. J. Sargeant,-Mr. C. Bradbury
Mrs. J. and Miss M. E. Wilson,
Mr. A. J. Smith, Mrs. A A Smith,
Mrs. B. and Miss M. Hampson,
Mrs. B. Capewell, Miss F Cooper

. {rep Mr, and Mrs. A H Cooper},

Mrs.E. Knight, Mr. and Mrs. A J
Bettson, Mr. and Mrs. P. Wes-
thorpe, Miss Nellie Lane (rep the

 Misses M. E. and L. Lane), Mr.

Phillips, Uttoxeter, Mr. and Mrs.
G Hampson, Mr. and Mrs. D.
Evans, Mr. and Mrs. J. Hollins, Mr
and Mrs. J H Evans, Mrs. :
Bexon, Mr. and Mrs. A, Deakin,
Mrs” J.7HE vr!p Mr. J. Hunt and
M) Mrs. L W “WVilean,
: ~——— T
Mr. and Mrs F
rs. J. Artiss, Mr

ley, Mr. J. Vernon, Mr. T. Rees,
Mrs. E. Bartoa, Mrs. B. Heasman
Mr. and Mrs. F. Excell, Mr. J.
Bentley, Mr. G. Turner, Mr, W.
Green, Mr. R. Atkin, Messrs. D.
and L. Kendrick, Mr. K. Brown,
Mr. and Mrs. M. Vernon, Mr. and
Mrs. B. Bettson (rep the Rev H H
Goodin), Mr. and Mrs. W. .E.
Atkins, Mr. and Mrs. F. Atkins,
Mr. and Mrs. R W Vernon, Mr.
and Mrs. Bayliss, Mr. and Mrs. A
iM Vernon and others. The bear-

ers were Messrs. S. Woodward, E

,Miss D. Buswell, Mr.
Ts. J. Bowyer, Mr=and Mrs

' Cooper, G. Shipley and Mr. R
‘Evans. Floral tributes i '
wreaths from the Abbots
le]y V.P.G., the Blithfield M.E
Blithficld W.I. i

square |

A few market or fair stalls can be seen (left)
and on the right is Greensmith’s, the chemist’s
shop which is now occupied by Boots. The
Co-operative Society had not then taken their
Market Square premises and at the time of the
picture (18828) part of their <ite wae a furnifnra




ith their spirits in tune w

ith the almost spring-like weather,

yay for the cameraman., Below: First and second year junmiors find a temporary div

lesson given by Mrs.

D. R. Shaw.

2

these pupils of Colton School pose in their own
ersion during a geography

A COMPLETELY Ot =yl
in Staffordshire =
detracting from the S

ingenuity of the com :
tion is about to take s 2=
negotiations between

Extensions are to
the east and north of
school, constructed in
out- detracting from e =
character of the ol
which has an oak pe
and - a bell turret.
pleasant  appearance
creeper-clad walls, wi
paned windows lendiz
bethan touch.

The work is to be
during this summer as
completion by early aw
be. facilitated by the
evacuation of the pug
accommodation at Col

This evacuation was
Monday last but was
that improved toilet £
be provided at Colwic
proposed date for
February 18, and
prefaced by a day’s
the children, while ¢
vise the moving of all
and equipment to
readiness for the

" classes,

It is proving very
redundant “school
Colwich, for the G
children were also
while their school was

nised, °
DAILY

The children will
at Colton each me
be taken by bus
school for the day
be taught in" sepas
from the. Colwich ¢&
have a separate me
using the existing 8
ties.

Because of the
alterations to be m
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Id -Colton
hool will
st £25,000

ELY new rural school is frequently being created
ishire out of the shell of an old one, without
n the external characteristics, thanks to the
e county architect and his staff. Such a rejuvena-
0 take place at Colton, after years of protracted
>tween warious bodies.

e to be built to
rth of the existing
red in 1882, with-
from the pleasant
e old buailding,
ak porch a clock
et. Addme to its
yrance are  the
with &amond-
lending #a Eliza-

to be caried out
mer and & due for
yrly autusm, It will
by the Semporary
e pupils @ vacan(
at Colws School.

n was plmsed for
it was dsmved so
vilet facilies could
Colwich. ¥he latest
for the move is
and this will be
day's halday for
sile the s super-
of all the$erntture
- to Calwich in
he resmmigeson of

very uselll o have
ool- bullimes at
e Great Baywood
also hossed rthere
bl was belag moder-

Y TRIP
will mesl @8 usual
mornisl amd will
bus to ¥MEr new
jay. Thesl Shey will
eparate MSSROMS
ch childfih amd will
2 mealitil, though

sible for the children to remain
there, explained the headmaster,
Mr. D. E. Waters. The alterations
involve, among other things, the
demolition of the - infants’
classroom. ; E

The school is an *“aided” one
belonging to St. Mary's Church,
and the diocesan authorities will
have to pay 25 per cent of the
cost of the modernisation, the
total cost being about £25,000.

Before the school was built
Colton had three small schools.
One was in the - rector’s barn,
once a tithebarn, another was near,
the war memorial and still stands
as two cottages, and the third was
the property known as Webbs
Cottages, in High Street, now due
for demolition.

In the 102 years of the present
school’'s existence it has had but
five -headmasters, and the last one,
Mr. E. Broughton, was in charge
for 36 years until his retirement
in 1959, when Mr. Waters took
over,

The present roll is 84 and the
numbers are expected to increase
as house building proceeds in the
parish. Formerly the school was
an all-age one, but now the 1l-
plus children who do not proceed
to a grammar school are trans-
ported to Broadacres Secondary
Modern School, Hixon.

Assisting Mr., Waters are Mrs, D.
R. Shaw, who teaches the lower
juniors, and Mrs. M. E. Toy, who
has charge of the infants’ class.

NEW ROOMS

The modernisation plans include
the retention of the two existing
classrooms, which will be improved,

and the removal of the infants’
room on the east, to make w
for an entrance hall. g

From this there will be
new rooms, the centre one
an activity room which can”
opened up into either of the other
two classrooms. It will serve as
a hall and dining-room and be
available for music, dancing, P.E.
and the like. Through a hatch
there will be direct communication
with the kitchen at the rear.

The existing north room, which
serves as a dining-room, will be
converted into a corridor with
toilets leading off, and there will
be provision for a staff room,
medical inspection and stores.

The exterior primitive toilets
will be demolished and a road will
be cut through the rear of the
site to give direct access to/the
kichen. e

Thus 1964 seems likely to bring

fruition to the hopes and plans
that h::we"'cfcf:upiecl,..Lh-Lmr‘hi'ﬁtl
Church Council, the rector @

the staff, to say nothing of the

parents of the pupils, for several
years.

seen in the pictu

The attractive surroundings in which Colton
re-above, The headmaster
the girls during a P.E. le
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“NEGOTIATIONS
S LAND DELAYS
'EXTENSION TO
COLTON SCHOOL

DEMAND for the County ‘Council to put a compulsory
purchase order on land needed for the modernisation of
Colton Church School was made by the Parochial Church
Council at their annual meeting on Thursday of last week.
_ The resolution was the culmina-
tion of a long discussion, during | concern at the continued delay. It
which it was decided that a letter | was mentioned that the children
should be sent expressing great|should have moved out of the
—————| gchool in February ‘in readiness
for work to commence, taking their
lessons until autumn at Colwich
School, but negotiations with the
owner of a plot of land needed for
the extensions appeared to have
broken down.

The Rector, the Rev. A, S.
Towlson, said the delay was the
“major  disappointment” of the
| year. The temptation was to blame
|| the church when; in fact, the blame
lay elsewhere. Nevertheless, the
continued ‘delay did have unfortu-
nate repercussions all round —
“3 state of affairs we heartily
deplore,” “he said.

He thought it would not be
prudent, even if funds were avail-
able, to continue at the present
time with the churchyard extension
until the land requirements for
the school were settled.

OTHER WORK

There were, however, other
things which could be done if
they had the funds — work in the
cemetery which was outlined last
year, and church decoration.

He thought a better means
should be devised of sharing
expenses between “housekeeping”
church expenses and capital items

ing scheme. He also commended
the covenant scheme, which he said
had proved so successful in other
churches. -

“One of the reasons a gift day
date has not yet been announced
for this year is because it seems
to me that the best gift for a
church is a regular contribution to
the total expenses of the church.
Therein the covenant scheme,
coupled with the freewill offering

and emphasised the freewill offer- | -

in church collections, and especially

in the freewill offering scheme. |

Church collections were up by £42
and the fete income up by £7 on
last year's figures,” said the rector.
In spite of the big “freeze”, heat-
ing and lighting costs were down

by £41, which seemed to confirm |

the wisdom of installing the elec-
tric heaters.

He said the number of commu-
nicants over the year, 1,128, re-
mained about the same as in the
previous year. :

Miss D. A. Cooper (secretary)
reported that there were now 245
names on the electoral roll. There
was no election for membership of
the Parochial Church Council
because only five names were sub-
mitted for the eight seats — Mrs.
G. F. Finnemore, Mrs. V. M.
Towlson, Miss D. A. Cooper, Mr.
and Mrs. A. 1. D Collins.

The accounts for the appeal fund
and the church expenses were
adopted.

Earlier at the annual Vestry
meeting, the rector paid tribute to
the late Mrs, J. L. Taylor, deputy
people’s warden. He thanked all
the church officers and said it was
good to know that for 1,000 years
and more the chufch life had been
going on at Colton.

He nominated Mr. J. Tittensor
as his warden, with Mr. D. E
Waters as deputy warden.

Mr. M. Williscroft, was re-elected
people’s warden, and the office of
deputy people’s warden was left
vacant for the time being.

Messrs. B, Bettson, C. M. Boy-
cott, A. N. Felton and W. A
Norman, together with the officers,
were appoin

Mrs. B. M. Raven
1. A. Williscroft,
and the Mothers’ Ur
iember  (still to

ted sidesmen, with the
f

priority

scheme, could provide the answer.”
he said.

The rector told the parishioners
that the main achievement of the
last year had been the completion
of the £2,500 appeal fund which
had averaged about £500 a year.
If the present rate of progress
was to be maintained some
means of financing capi
necessary.

“It is encour
significant, tho

"HE road improvement to be
carried out at Colton Road,
near Trent Valley Station, will
consist of a diversion of the
road six feet away from the
wall. This will allow a con-
tinuous footpath to be con-

4| structed round “the dangerous

| bend which has been the sub-
ject of protracted negotiations,
a petition and a question in the
House of Commons.

In order to carry out. this
scheme a small area of adjoining
aericultural land will be acquired,
Mr. Julian Snow, M.P., has been
informed by the clerk to the
county council. The cost including
the roadworks, will be £2,300.

The clerk has informed Mr.
Snow that the Roads and Bridges
Committee have allocated the
scheme priority in the list ol
schemes to be carried out on classi-

fied roads during the next financial |




Because of delay in settlement of a site for Colton School extension,
the Parochial Church ‘Council are reserving the plot of land near
Colton Church (left of the picture), earmarked for a burial ground,
in case a new school has to be built. Alternative plans for extending
the existing cemetery were discussed last night (Friday) at a parish
“emergency” meeting, as only two grave spaces remain in the
cemetery,

‘Grave’ problem is
facing Colton °

—

emergency meeting

A MATTER of life and death confronting Colton Aeeds to be and hi s
settled very soon — before three more villagers :die, in fact.|' the same boy is 5 chfield auction, Ap Painting the

For unless they are cremated, there will be no:vhere in the |'|Owns 3 brand p ! €Xample of “local bonow, Just 11
parish where the third can be buried. ?,-’ weanson Garage-?:rﬁgarage right in the cy Makes good,

It was at FEriday's meeting of] 3 I,rg;)den front ~witp a iscently. g¥ entre of Rugﬂe o
Colton Parochial Chu il the church wgs? earmarked. . for roof propped yp beCGrrugatedI
that attention was drawn to the | Durial ground =xtension, but. this| [C iny o 2dioining byj); ween the
urgency of the situation by the |has not beea "proceeded . with 'manl’ ShOWroom-hfs
Rector, the Rev, A. S. Towlson. | because of ancther and- even more | Tean Who used tq sell
He said there was now only room | Pressing probem—the need for a ; tS-Old Colin James S, Cycles, 23
in the cemetery for two new |new or modernised school. that oS in
" graves, though there would be This, too. aas been held up owing | the
(room for many more cremated | to the. difiiculty of obtaining la:l}]d Street
| remains. for the necessary extension of the |£4.50¢0 : e
i I £lsa for Pt u
| The view was expressed that the | existing school. The site is now the |a ‘new She dcgﬂgl U}i{s and bgﬂgf;d
~ question of a parish burial ground | subject of a compulsory purchase 'own [apgy, * 1€ engaged
" was one which all should be|order, following a parish meeting same jop forand id exactly ths
involved in, not only the P.C.C. |held six months ago and attended months ) £2,000, e
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. ] : 3 ater, w fo
who in any case had not sufficient | by the director of education, Mr. equippeq a;ainthi gargge is ful]]f;
funds to undertake any large- |J. H. P. Oxspring. . . €vond all “recoe ind IS changegd
scale development. The rector told the “Times” this = Althoygp Snition, :

week that the school managers, AT enthyeiqcr ha_S,aIways b

had already put forward alterna-§ a sho";,slzssts]-c"hn $ first jobe?:ag
tive proposals which, in the event ntil T o n:talﬂf T stuck that
of the compulsory purchase order [hen I goy A iogfl’ I b at,
not being confirmed would involve [ter wijtp Staft as an agricultura)
the land previously designated as a [d this gy, ordshire Farmerg
churchyard extension being used [keround 1 h Me some of the
for a new school and playing field. || then boug eeded,

If the P.C.C, had to carry out
the work, it would mean the
“same few” bearing the burden,
—=e aimed,
the discussion was
t the Parish Council
1 a public emergency

@ ysoon as possible. Mr. Towlson went on to explain [din ht some g
: ; aing tae €Condha
jears ago, a site neay \, he  P.C.C. had - therefore ider andklgta??e% ’ Id I:u.enz;])g‘I
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£ THE big day had
f almost arrived.
I Everything was set ‘for 3
I start on the long-awaited ex.
i ¥ fensions to the 1862 church
i 8l school at Colton,
] iThesi. builders’ hut had'
arriv
I Arrangements had been
i 1 B made for the children to have
; i their lessons at Colwich school,
three miles away, while the
| work was in progress. ;
1 But then came disappoint-
'_- amneé:tuligjr tgg Coltﬂn schoolstaff a
[ r upils, > e
"Somebody said — *But we 3 .
:‘ . : haven’t got the land” — and so Children, happy
T R the whole idea had to be classrooms. But o
L i N S Als scotched™, explained the head:
l The boys’ urinal.  “Summer is a time we dread,” thie oy Mr. Donald Waters water heater reserved for the
I : says headmaster Waters ' The blow fell over 11 weeks ~ ©f Eoonie. o, haniigy
I : ik : : vl ago. And this week thechildren Waters — playing field fact
I # 5 we]aelsti}:! a(t: L::eir dt;:;ksLin the Hog
b [ 71 : | "old-look” Colton schoo 1 hool h
] é g ] Mr. Waters talked to the grom ?qutoio ga;m:s e
I £ : Advertiser ahout “dreadfyl” Wi village school
e toilet facilitiesat the school And f ei s :tgwe ha
- IAciu s AT a fa are :
II ‘fél)g:: of theschool’s other prob- ah.] grenfdn:m f,‘i,rfy in.“
i ol left
i The brick-built toilets at the off st ol 1oy, i
ack of the school have no When it is wet outside
| sewer slystem. There are eight children have games in arc -
| Ehaeﬂll)l o}tfsosets and a urinal for }ndoors'iThEd room ajsots
- T music-and-movement ¢l
| . -Summer is atimewe dread” 5‘;, ;‘},d as a dining hall,
said Mr., Waters, whose seven- Two of school’s tk
of the
| & year-old is among the school’s classrooms each house ah
pupils. w . 30 pupils. The other, a m
I Mr. Waters made it clea smaller room, holds about
that the school caretaker made of the younger children.
| : the young
the best of a badjob. Thetoilets “In the smaller classroe
| he sa.ldl, were krﬁpt clean and there is not enough room for
1 6 regularly disinfected. Even proper blackboard” remar
I i?.?r“kgﬁyﬂa“},i?ﬁé'ﬂﬁﬂr}ﬁ?é' the M et light bulbs
C nsha ulbs p
winter. ki
Mr. Waters continued: "The i 2 E,
ckilak"rooms are my next head-
ache”,
He explained that on a wet
ay € was no way of getting
the children’s clothesd , asthe
1 coats were hung so close to-
& gether. Sixty children had to
- .u:fd-nne small cloakroom, he
v s
%

In another, smaller, cloak
room are two of the four wash-
basins which make up the
washing facilities, Only cold
water is on tap for the child-
ren and teaching staff.

an alcove next to the

oy

TSerowd into the cramped cloakroom

room used as a diﬂing—ha}_} A ; = h I‘.,
hang up their coats however, there is an electric youngster helps ¢
_.’__‘__-_.-___-_"'--"— — —— — — —u——r..-———__'—_———-—-—
. Fooged H%'E':s:“’ ?302:5\,0-5?.-5;‘:‘:E
(B0 TSy “s_g.";ﬁg.':g:\ugﬂgm
SR gE2 Sundl P 2SBS0 T,
giﬂ'ﬁ'*"i B a0t SaeE SR N 9 &g
[ - o 7 3
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 the Church s

responsible forany -
sations  or ¥

i-", Rl ),
wn of the mang
the land on

Mr. Towlson, gaées towards the hoo across
he hopes a new building will rise

however, offered to part with
the site i the Church would sell

im some other land. This offer,
he said, had been turned down.

During the meeting, Mr.
Waters lashed out at arecently-
published cou council bro-
chure which dealt with the pro-
gress of education building in
the county.

"In the face of all this, the
county council has the effront.
ery to send me a fabulous'
brochure, illustrating the beau-
tiful schools up an | down the
county”, he declared.

He said that when heshowed
the brochure to his staff, the

: - : general reaction was to give it
= him straight back, or put it in =
‘appy and al@ in one of the larger "an ng ::horner". i |
; b ere are plen 0
But other g S are mot so good corners around here” added Mr !
;;ﬂ:ﬁ:rﬂ;euge lighting in theclassrooms, Wﬁnﬂ:iher man with strong i
e 18 g ere is no staffroom — ng views about the school is the
& field facr dmaster’s study, . Rector of Colton, the Rev, A. §, |
). Waters also pointed out ;gggo;,mggggman of the I
as a ﬁ]:ﬁ el 5;“3,3,‘}‘,’3 He fold the Advertiser this I
age school i have their annual medi- week .that the managers had I
et we haven’{ =amination. They had to now found an alternative pro- 1
" in. These %e dining-hall room, he ex- posal,
vay of letting med . They wanted a new school o |
Mr. Waters, Last week, theschool was the put up on a site opposite the 1
' outside' the of a stormy public meet- present school on land lijlelongs I
8 30 B TeGE at Colton. At Ll?is meeting ing to the Church. Thjsoe saii
¥ also serves view was put forward that would cost about £40,000, in I
vement clas. county council shofld be comparision with  about I
hall, & d to Emmmeda compul- ;Lﬁlﬁgﬂo for the modernisation : {88 !
I’ purchase order for the : B e AL
oty afhh;f:el intended for the exton f}?eun& cocliu.ncu'l‘gnd tlr‘:le :e?lt bai ey _ ; o | | 1
r, a much building could then bemadeln One of the eight earth closets. On the left, its I
Is about 24 Hardorg 1o glie, Mz foa village hall or church, door closed, is the staff toilet I
classroom was valuable for agricul- mgﬁesteqd_ﬂ_ T‘“{Ii:on‘ 4 A 2 b I
room for a purposes and he was not bili °§;mm wast crespcﬁn?l- . 3 Wi ---’-“"-l
o ked % to part with it at the ty ¢ county council to 8 : |
remar et valuer's price. obtain the = land any |
bulbs pro- 2nd is the farmer's lfe e orementy, and Mhendine I
R e He had, over backwards” for the past I
[ i six years to do this.
Hi On the other hand, the |
p county council had been reluc- |
tant to take out a compulsory
purchase order, so the |
?oléa‘stion had reached a dead- [
Clouncﬂ]or John Oxford, [
chairman of theeducation com- [
mittee before the county council

reshuffle, told the Advertiser
that the council “deeply regref-

ted” the delay in modernising
- the school.
- 8 : h"ic.lVe hav:aelw;:afnted to do that
. ] ob despera; Or some years
B a \ 3 Lut frlcpt'ie;n between one side L : o Bl =
elps clear ::15 another prevented us” he Lunch is over and o ff go the youngsters to 1

_______ their hands — in cold water

———_-—_--—-----—---—_——_---_l---‘——-_._-_—
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RVEST festival services at
Colton ¢
menced on Friday with the school
ce, conducted

last weekend com-
by the v, A,
(rector), who received
s gifts at the altar,

nts and friends atten-

¥ice, at which the lesson

y° the headmaster, Mr.

D. E. Waters and the organ played
by one of the teachers, Mrs, D.
R. Shaw. Two pupils, Kevin Waters
and Maxwell Cooper, took the col-
lection.

Sunday services began with a
sung Eucharist and continued with
a well-attended evening service
followed by Holy Communion. The

_ .

rector conducted the services, with'

Mrs. G. E, Finnemore playing the
organ. The lesson at the evening
SErvice was
Price and " the
by Mr. Waters,
for the church expenses ful
gifts were sent to
afterwards,

WUTHERING
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"W .nd flooded. Some of the farming areas were covered to a depth of two feet. The picture was
#on from the Quarry near Trent Valley Station. Below: The occupants of this bungalow in

Colton Road, Rugeley, found their back garden turned into a lake overnight. d ® [
RS istricts

. flooded

LIK—E so many other areas of
the country, the Rugeley dis-
trict had its share of flooding Tast
week, centred mainly around the
low-lying Trent Valley. .

Colton was cut off from Ruge--
ley on Thursday evening last, and”
on Friday only high-built vehicles
could get through. Residents of
Colton working in Rugeley had
to go home through Armitage—an
extra six miles’ journey. 4

Mr, George Atkin, of The Lount
Farm, Colton, said that- all his
low-lying meadow ground was
flooded to a depth of two feet.
“] managed to get around the
farm on a tractor,” he added. .

The cellar of Wilf and- Resa’s
Tavern, Colton Road, was flooded.
on Friday last, and Rugeley Fire
were called to ~pump out the
water. | :

Despite these conditions, how-_
ever, the water did not cause any
serious inconvenience and oné
Colton resident told the “Times”j
“We ‘have got used to it now.”

On the other side of Rugeley
there was some flooding at Longdon
where the Red Lion cellar was

ypedeout by firemen from Lich-|

Rugeley washlands of the Trent were certainly awash on Friday with most of the low lying Ru ge le y

road to Hednesford was par-
btocked at times and flood"
ns were in evidence in

DOWNPOUR |

This week's heavy rains brought’,
ooding to the areas skirfting
wugeley. As is usual at such times. |
Iton villagers were virtually

[

On Thursday, flooding of Moreton |
rook at the village ford, and at
lithbury Road, made a long detour
ecessary for many motorists, The
wise " ones made the journey viaf#
ank Top and Armitage.
Fields were under water and
oads beneath dthe railway bridge |
ed, .
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|'being pressed by the Minister,
{ ‘<

AFTER years of negotiations, the modernisation scheme for
St. Mary’s Church School, Colton, can now go ahead. The

firm of solicitors acting for Mr.
-adjoining 1.3 acres of farmland ne
this week that plans were now bei

of -Education,

It was in February 1964, that the
century-old _school was to be
enlarged and modernised, including
the replacement of the primitive
earth toilets with modern sanitation
and the building of new class-
rooms, dining room and kitchen for
the 80 pupils. All the arrangements
were made, down to transferring
the children to another school
while work was in progress, when
it was discovered that the purchase
of the essential land--had not been
completed,

Protracted negotiations followed
with * Mr., Handford, Then Mr,
Julian Snow, M.P. for Lichfield and
Tamworth, took up the matter. He
wrote to Mr, Dennis Howell, M.P.,
and was told that revised plans
were being drawn up, modifying
the compulsory purchase order to
suit both sides. <

A spokesman for Mr., Handford’s
solicitors ~ emphasised  this week
that there had been no delay on
their part in dealing with™ the

_matter.

OUTSTANDING

“The only matter which seemed
to me to be outstanding was the
question of the plan,” he said.
" This has been dealt with and the
matter can go ahead in the normal

The spokesman 'said that it had
been alleged that they had failed
to reply to correspondence despite

[ “The true position is that the
/last letter from the Minister to us
Was received on June 1 and he the
forwarded to us a copy of a p
showing revised boundaries,
replied to this letter on Jung
informing the Minister that t
plan had beecn sent to our client’s {
surveyor for approval,” he con.|
tinued. “ We have not received any |
further letters from. the Minister
until this morning’s post and in
these circumstances it will be clear
that we have not failed to reply to

letters and that there has hean ned =

owner has approved “the plans
the revised layout then the X
rests in the hands of the M=

to sign the order,” #F

——

S.
eded for the extensions, said |
ng forwarded to the Minister \

Handford, owner of the

(Continued on Page 5)-

SCHOOL
GO-AHEAD

(Continued from Page 1)

After hearing of the go-ahead at
heif meeting on Thursday, Colten
I’arish Council decided to petition
the Minister to prevent -further

lays,

Cgunoillor Hardcastle said “We
have achieved something at last
and-we must not let it slip from
our grasp now.”

The new clerk, Mr. G. K, Horne,
ead a leiter which had been sent
Staffordshire County Council to
the Ministry. of Education saying
that the situation at the school had
Eeen aggravated by a recent out-
reak of dysentery.

Councillor Mrs. J. Toy com-
mented that the outbreak did not
art at the school but since it had

d concern among parents it
8 mainly responsible for the
rried action over the order.

“It is disgraceful, however, that
we had to wait for an outbreak of
" flysentery before anything should |
appen,” she declared,
last (Friday) night parish coun-
iliors were touring shops, public
ouses and outlying areas with
hotices and petition papers, A

 With hard standing, roads,

mobile homes farmer, of Westring, Etching Hill.

“ house and toilet block, Beyond are

- Agricultural Society county herds
competition.

Farms, Stowe-by-Chaniey, came
third in the competition last year
and took fifth place the year
before, |

good chance this time,” he tolg
the Advertiser,

received first prize in the herds of’
over 150 head, and a certificate
of merit,

f’ Besides being a big dai.ry.

.. [
amenities
FEW years ago there were
just fields at the rear of
Lower Lodge, Armitage (now
known as the Old Farmhouse

' it is a site
estaurant) I?ut now i ;
E)’r 88 residential caravans,

lights, water and sewers;ﬁﬁ.:[tlh
an inn, a restaurant, a 21 g
station and a small shop handy,
the area has become a minia-
ture housing estate.

; f the site, which
fogf:ﬁ;o?rféd Don'ly a few caravans

Vi menities, is Mr. I,
;l\?l'.th g.wer(}?imiey. a Rugelsy

& st me a little fortune to
cﬁg:eﬁ:op this site properly dm']rfi
bring it up o the stan at :
required for a resgle_r}tial site to
day,” he told the '_i‘lmefs. long
- But he managed if, after ) e
frustrating delays anentlﬂ t‘?me
by those living ‘thereé at the lwﬁ
Now each caravan has its to

hard standing, a  concrete store-

; s of fields on whl_d'{
é}zlild?g;e may play ‘in satct_v_ aga_\
from the dangers of public roads.
The people living there SEeII:
-contented and many ‘wouldf noa
swap their way of living for
- house. Others, on contract wor
i e area for perhaps only
o, while a job lasts,
caravan life

I’I‘ was a thi rd-tim'ejucky win
for  Stowe - by - Chartley |
farmer; 43-year-old Mr. John'
MacKellar this week. |
For on Tuesday it was announ-
ced that Mr, MacKellar's 185
head of Ayrshire cattle had won
the top award in the Staffordshire

Mr. MacKellar of Drointon

“I thought they had quite al’

Mr. MacKellar’s caitle alsg

Mr. MacKellar also
30 acres of corn, and keeps
large white pigs. 1




the sad and shored-up * Rugeley
. taken on Tuesday after council
Bow Street, Below: A bulldozer is
rowards the building during demoli-
ning premises a few days earlier.

s " could
.a few
is slowly |
is picture
n shoring |
| building |
'eS *
evacuated |
of the

woucis weiLe AV

A il
‘damaged and unusable. Holes

had appeared in both roofs,
and the approach was ankle-
deep in bricks and broken
tiles flung from an adjacent
building on which a demoli-
tion gang was workiig,

On the following Tuesday,
returning somewhat appre-
hensively from their Spring
Bank Holiday, reporters were
alarmed when water began
dripping ominously through
the ceiling of their first-floor
office’ and rapidly spread to
the shop below.

Basins and buckets were
set to catch the shower,
which stopped abruptly as it

from the taps. Swift investi-
gation showed that a ball -
cock had been removed, ap-
parently by mistake,

That little difficulty was soon
ironed out, and staff resumed
work, ~They were quickly
devising ways of combating
the problems caused by demo-

lition work only a few feet
away.
WATCHING CROWD
The situation had not
changed by Wednesday, but

on Thursday afternoon, when
a bulldozer was introduced to
the scene, it reduced the
staft to a state of permanent
nervous tension. The machine
removed rubble around the
building’s foundations, then
began to demolish walls the
men had left untouched, At
first the staff worked on, then
worried for their safety, tem-
porarily evacuated the offices
and joined the watching
crowd outside.

But they still had a dead-
line to meet, Spurred on by
the Editor, in Walsall, they
returned to work after demo-
lition men had said the
building was safe — although
watching police advised
against it. Minutes later thev
left again, taking with them
the tools of their trade —-
notebooks and pens — Dplus
shopping, handbags, and the
cash box from the advertising
department,

After half an hour the all
clear persuaded them buck,
though reluctantly,
evacuated the office minutes
later, grabbing up unfinished
stories as they left — these
were hastily completed by
hand on the counter of a
nedarby shop. Ringing tele -
phones were for once ignored

exit,

hotographer ‘mana

No objection 1
raised

1o turn
land at

a recent meeting.

vote.

an assurance

~ be produced 4qn a y

They .

-as staff made another hurried

A reporter and the recep-
tionist- returned for forgotten

lants and the office diary
‘newspaper’s. bible” —

s to™
to an applicatio
75 acres of farm-
Bellamour - Lodge i
Farm, Colton into a sand §
{and gravel quarry, Colton
Parish Council decided a

chairman, Councillor A V.§
Hardcastle used his casting

The decision was subject to
being given that
no traffic from the workings
would pass through the village.
;i vned by Coun-
ce. who told
that by work-

hours a Jay
e on a Saturday
55,000 tons of gravel u.-_oulcl E

crunch really came. A large
crack, opening on to the
street and demolished build-
ings below, appeared on the
staircase at the ‘Times’ office.
At last reporters and adver-
tising staff were ordered to
move out and began to re-
move office equipment, files,
furniture, and anything else
they thought necessary, A
supply of freshly printed
newspapers, ready for distri- .
bution to newsagents, were
brought from Walsall as
usual — the van man stopped
and helped with moving
operations and did not leave
until early evening.

The chief reporter cut
short his holiday and returned
to the office to help. Eventu-
ally everything possible had
been transported to alterna-
tive premises at Park House,
Crossley Stone, Things were
still in a turmoil on Monday
this week, but eventually
offices were allocated, belong-
ings were distributed to their
respective owners, and the
advertising and editorial staffs
settled down to life in their
new, if temporary, home.
Telephone lines have been
transferred and staff can be .
contacted through the old
numbers, Rugelev 3355-6

The ‘Times’ thanks every-
one who helped with the
removals or assisted in any
way during Thursday's chaotic
afternoon and the even more
confused happenings of
Friday

Trees fired

Rugeley Fire Brigade fought
a blaze believed to have been
started deliberately, involving
an acre of trees at Wandon
Crossroads, for three hours,
into the early hours of Sunday
morning. A mile away/ !
direction of Gentlesha
trees and timber we
at the rear of |
“Lodge, Longdon.

“interests, living
“there, to make

it 11 yea]rs.bl Dt
d be sunk below 3IC
levglj. he said, adding that tie

Y of lorries going
likelihood e iase would ‘be

G. Sanders
the encroachment
into the countryside -couldqb:e,
“the thin end of the V.ved-_.,e':.l

“There are other g.ra_wel beds
around here and" it c_oduld
create a precedent, he said. :

Councillor  Price ':etm;
while councillors discussed the
proposals.

The




ing Centre, Drentrorts, = = "
Although the Gardening Centre
is only two years old, Syon itself
has a long history.
It was near Syon that Julius
Caesar is reported to have crossed
the Thames in 54 B.C. Recorded

: b : ; s e e i hs, i . Cooper lives at Bank[

; "Top, Colton, and is thelE

younger daughter of the late

“Mr. F. W. Cooper and of Mrs.
E. A. Cooper. She is a Colton &
churchwarden and was clerk
of the Colton parochial church
council, :

Given away by Mr. C. E.
Hall, her headmaster, ~ the
bride wore a long dress of [F
white crystal satin and carried
an  all-white bouquet  of
carnations and freesies.

: Mr. D. Bradbury |
-Miss D. Cooper

The wedding took place at
4 g, Mary's Church, Colton, on
Monday between Mr. Davi
John Bradbury of Rugeley and
Miss Dorothy Alice Cooper of
Colton, a teacher at Nursery
Fields School, Brereton.

Mr, Bradbury is the elder
1 con of Mr. and Mrs. C. H.
| Bradbury of Brindley Bank
Pumping Station. He is head
of - the technical sales depart-
ment at 2 Srafford firm. Mr.
Bradbury is a member of the
North Staffs. Traction Engine
Club and the Salop Steam
Tagite Sedety and was an
instigator . of the Traction
Engine Rallies which became
the popular Midlands Festival
of Steam.

e i

She was attended by her
sister, Miss Marjorie  Cooper,
and by Miss Monica Conner,
a friend, who wore long
dresses of peacock velvet and
carried bouquets O gold roses
and freesias.

Mr. John Bradbury, bride-
sroom’s brother, was best
man, and the groomsmen were B
Mr. C. E. Shelley and Mr.
G. R. Cox. The Rev. A. G.
Clough. officiated.

: The couple left for their §
“:: honeymoon after a reception
for about 110 guests at «the
Cedar Tree Thioih, Rrareto
They will live at High:

b

Westminst
was buries
Syon ¢
times, but
ithadan
culture.
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‘ 'orq and Lady r}:ag dance at

3

An ancient
dance at

Rugeley Hall

A BBOTS BROMLEY'S horn
ﬂ dancers performed their ancient
ritual on the lawn at Blithfield Hall,
Rugeley, todav—I11 days before the
hall is sold by auction,

Led by soritely 73-vear-old Mr.
Jim Fowell, the 12 dancers were
greeted at the hall by Lord and Lady
Bagot, who leave for their nine-
month Australian holiday on Satur-
dav. ‘

Today’s visit to the hall will not
be the dancers’ last. Breaking her
complete silence over the sale for
the first time, Lady Bagot said the
hall would be open to the public
next summer,

After their first performance in
Abbots Bromley market place, early
this morning, the dancers set out o

"Itheir 16-mile tour of nearbv farm

and houses. They were at Blitl
Hall for lunch and will ;
thetr round until well into
me. |
family affair.
Jim’s sons. Dennis and Douglas.
and erandsons Michael Fowel] (12)
and Barry Thacker (16).

The familv has been associated

years.

The dance is very much a Fo! =
The dancers included?y

with the dancing for well over 4088

-t

Bishop christens]
Blithfield baby

ime i ' baby's gurgle
' - <t time in nearly 100 years a gur
Foiil{hlieh}rlz‘;rdl in the redecorated nursery of Blithfield

“the stately home that's homely. _ T
ing cake — it was made Wil _
Tu%diay dn‘;?;g %ggy L?vi‘; same nuxé:ag usedk{cor Princess Mar
5 D aret’s wedding cake. )
chr-1st¢ﬂ€df an}:y]wf]fus-f;“a;:\db){t \L\:i g‘[ he confectioners found they hac

a | Bishop of >Orew: ;

mnixture
ism i : me of the wedding cake 1
the fitst. BZ0L baptism in the glate’s ?gt‘l over, so they made some morn¢

v ith i aryl’'s w f tht
g l3l-hwc¢Tt\lr}’ Cré::rcct:tgc.lnccvcw much \l;'nth, it. Caryl's was the last o
- [ ave . atch.
: hav'm?g, o children o SN0 e }-‘:'icnds from al| over the coupt

i : “She
el ve.” said Lady Bagol.
11134‘: irgﬁgm ps great happiness ang
wc hope she will be egually happy.
nc /]

ara’

Blithficld Hall on Tu
glcr’c:;,aig in the welcome U
“Baby of Blithfield.”



With thanks and appreciation to

The Cooper familg

for allowing us to copy their scrap book



